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BOOK I. 



I Who ere while the happy garden fung. 
By one man*s difobedience loft, now fing 
Recover'd Paradife to all mankind, 
By one man's firm obedience fully try'd 
Through all temptation, and the tempter foil'd 5 
In all his wiles, ^feated and repuls'd. 
And Eden raisM in the wafte wildernefs, ^ 

Thou Spi*rit who ledft this glorious eremite 
Into the defert, his vidlorious field, 
Againft the fpiritual foe, and brought'ft him thence 10 
By proof th' undoubted Son of God, infpire. 
As tho« art wont, my prompted fong elfe mute. 
And bear through heighth or depth of nature's bounds 
With profp'rous wing full fumm'd, to tell of deeds 
Above heroic, though in fecret done, 1 5 

And unrecorded left throug^h many an age 
Worthy t' have not remain'd fo long unfung. 

Now had the great Proclaimer, with a voice 
More awful than the found of trumpet, cry'd 
B 



2 PARADISE REGAINED. Book I. 

Repentance, and Heav'n's kingdom nigh at hand 20 
To all baptized : to his great baptifm flock'd 
With awe the regions round, and with them came 
From Nazareth the fon of Jofeph deem'd 
To the flood Jordan, came as then obfcure, 
Unmark'd, unknown ; but him the Baptift foon 25 
Defi^ry'd, divinely warn'd, and witnefs bore 
As to his worthier, and would have refign'd 
To him his heav'nly office, nor was long 
His witnefs unconfirmed : on him baptiz'd 
Heav*n open'd, and in likenefs of a dove 30 

The Spi'rit defcended, while the Father's voice 
From heav'n pronounc'd him his beloved Son, 
That heard the Adverfary, who roving flill 
About the world, at that aflembly fam'd 
Would not be laft, and with the voice divine ^^ 

Nigh thundcr-ftruck, th* exalted man, to whom 
Such high atteft was giv'n, a while furvey'd 
With wonder, then with envy fraught and rage 
Flies to his place, nor reiis, but in mid air 
To council fummons all his mighty peers, 4© 

Within thick clouds and dark ten-fold involv'd, 
A gloomy confiftory ; and them amidft 
With looks aghaft and fad he thus befpake. 

O ancient Pow*rs of air and this wide world, 
For much more willingly I mention air, 45 

This our old conqueft, than remember Hell, 
Our hated habitation 5 well ye know 
How many ages as the years of men. 
This univerfe we have poflefs'd, and rul'd 
In manner at our will th* affairs of earth, 5^ 

Since Adam and his facil confort Eve 
Loft Faradife deceived by me, though fince 
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With dread attending when that fatal wound 

Shall be infliaed by the feed of Eve 

Upon my head : long the decrees of Hcav'n 55 

[Delay, for longeft time to him is (hort ; ' 

And now too foon for as the circling hoars 

This dreaded time have compafs'd, wherein we 

Muft bide the ftroke of that long threatened woand. 

At leafl if fo we can> and by the head Cm 

Broken be not intended all oar power 

To be infringed, our freedom and our being. 

In this fair empire won of earth and air ; 

For this ill news I bring, the woman's feed 

DefHn'd to this, is late of woman born : 6^ 

His birth to our juft fear gave no fmall caufe, 

But his growth now to youth's full flow'r, difplaying 

All virtue, grace, and wifdom to achieve 

I Things higheft, greateft, multiplies my fear. 

Mtt^efore him a great prophet, to proclaim 70 

His coming, is fent harbinger, who all 
Invites, and in the confecrated ftream 
Pretends to wafh off Sin, and fit them fo 
thurified to receive him pure, or rather 
To do him honor as their king ; all come, 75 

And he himfelf among them was baptiz'd. 
Not thence to be more pure, but to receive 
The teftimony' of Heav'n, that who he is 
Thenceforth the nations may not doubt ; I faw 
The prophet do him reverence, on him rifing 8© 

Out of the water, Heav'n above the clouds 
Unfold her cryflal doors, thence on his head 
A perfedl dove defcend, whate'er it meant, 
And out of Heav'n the fovereign voice I heard, 
This is my Son belov'd, in him am pleas'd. S5 

His mother then is mortal, but his fire 
' B 2 



4 PARADISE REGAINED. Book L 

He who obtains the monarchy of Heaven, 

And what will he not do to' advance his Son ? 

J lis firft-begot we know, and fore have felt. 

When his fierce thunder drove us to the deep ; 90 

Who this is we muft learn, for man he Teems 

In all his lineaments, though in his face 

The glimpfes of his Father's glory fhine. 

Ye fee our danger on the utmoft edge 

Of hazard, which admits no long debate, 95 

But muft with fomething fudden be oppos'd, 

Not force, but well couch'd fraud, well woven fnares. 

Ere in the head of nations he appear 

Their king, their leader, and fupreme on earth. 

I, when no other durfl;, fole undertook 100 

The difmal expedition to find out 

And ruin Adam, and th' exploit performed 

Succefsfully ; a calmer voyage now 

Will waft me ; and the way found profp'rous once 

Induces beft to hope of like fuccefs. 105 

He ended, and his words impreilion left 
Of much amazement to th' infernal crew, 
Diftradled and furpriz'd with deep difmay 
At thefe fad tidings ; but no time was then 
For long indulgence to their fears or grief: 1 10 

Unanimous they all commit the care 
And management of this main enterprize 
To him their great dilator, whofe attempt 
At firil againft mankind fo well had thriv'd 
In Adam's overthrow, and led their march 115 

From Hell's deep-vaulted den to dwell in light, 
Regents and potentates, and kings, yea Gods 
Of many a pleafant realm and province wide. 
So to the coaft of Jordan he direfts 
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His eafy fteps, girded with fnaky wiles, 1 20 

Where he might likelieft find this new-declar'd, 

This man of men, attefled Son of God, 

Temptation and all guile on him to try ; 

So to fabvcrt whom he fufped^ed rais'd 

To end his reign on earth fo long enjoy 'd : 125 

But contrary unweeting he fulfil I'd 

The purpos'd counfel pre-ordain'd and fix'd 

Of the moft High, who in full frequence bright 

Of Angels, thus to Gabriel fmiling fpake. 

Gabriel, this day by proof thou (halt behold, 130 
Thou and all Angels converfant on earth 
With man or men's affairs, how I begin 
To verify that iblemn meffage late, 
On which I fent thee to the virgin pure 
In Galilee, that fhe ihould bear a fon 135 

Great in renown, and call'd the Son of God ; 
Then toldfl her doubting how thefe things could be 
To her a virgin, that on her fhould come 
The Holy Ghoft, and the pow'r of the Higheft 
O'er-(hadow her : this man born and now up-grown, 
To (how him worthy of his birth divine 141 

And high predidlion, henceforth I expofe 
To Satan ; let him tempt and now afTay 
His utmofl fubtlety, becaufe he boafts 
And vaunts of his great cunning to the throng 1*45 
Of his apoftafy ; he might have learnt 
Lefs overweening, fince he fail'd in Job, 
Whofe conllant perfeverance overcame 
Whate'er his cruel malice could invent. 
He now (hall know I can produce a man 150 

Of female feed, far abler to refifl 
All his folicitations, and at length 
B 3 



6 PARADISE REGAINED. Book I. 

All his vaft force, and drive him back to Hell/ 

Winning by conqueft what the iirft man loft 

By fallacy furpris'd. But firft I mean 155 

To exercife him in the wildernefs. 

There fhall he firft lay down the rudiments 

Of his great warfare, ere I fend him forth 

To conquer Sin and Death, the two grand foes. 

By humiliation and ftrong fufferance : 160 

His weaknefs fhall o'ercome Satanic flrength. 

And all the world, and mafs of finful flelh ; 

That all the Angels and ethereal Powers, 

They now, and men hereafter, may difccrn. 

From what confummate virtue I have chofe 165 

This perfedt man, by merit calPd my Son, 

To earn falvation for the fons of men. 

So fpake th' eternal Father, and all Heaven 
Admiring flood a fpace, then into hymns 
Buril forth, and in celeflial meafures mov'd, 170 

Circling the throne and finging, while the hand 
Sung with the voice« and this the argument. 

Vi^ory* and triumph to the Son of God 
Now cntring his great duel, not of arms. 
But to vanquiih by wifdom hellilh wiles. 175 

The Father knows the Son ; therefore fecure 
Ventures his filial virtue, though untry'd, 
Againfl whate'er may tempt, whatever feducc. 
Allure, or terrify, or undermine. 
Be fiuflrate all ye flratagems of Hell, |8» 

And devilifh machinations come to nought. 

So they in Heav*n their odes and vigils tun'd : 
Mean while the Son of God, who yet fome days 
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Lodg'd in Bethabara where John babtizM, 

Mafing and mach rerolvia'g in his bread, 185 

How beft the mighty work he might begin 

Of Saviour to mankind, and which way firft 

Pablifh his God-like office now matufe. 

One day forth walk'd alone, the Spirit leading. 

And his deep thoughts, the better to converfe 190 

With folitude, till far from track of men. 

Thought following thought, and Hep by flep led on. 

He entered now the bordering defert wild. 

And with dark (hades and rocks envii'on'd round. 

His holy meditations thus purfu'd. 195 

O what a multitude of thoughts at once 
Awaken'd in me fwarm, while I conHder 
What from within I feel myfelf, and hear 
What from without comes often to my ears, 
111 forting with my prefent (late compared ! zom 

When I was yet a child, no childilh play 
To me was pleafing ; all my mind was fet 
Serious to learn and know, and thence to do 
What might be public good 5 myfelf I thought 
Born to that end, bom to promote all truth, * 20,5 
All righteous things : therefore above my years. 
The law of God I read, and found it fweet, 
Made it my whole delight, and in it grew 
To fuch perfeftion, that ere yet my age 
Had meafur'd twice fix years, at our great feaft 210 
I went into the temple, there to hear 
The teachers of our law, and to propofe 
What might improve my knowledge or their own ; 
And was admir'd by all : yet this not all 
To which my fpi'rit afpir'd ; vidorious deeds 2 1 5 
Flam'd in my heart, heroic ads, one while 

B4 



8 PARADISE REGAIN'D. Book L 

To refcue Ifrael from the Roman yoke, 

Then to fubdae and quell o'er all the earth 

Brute violence and proud tyrannic power. 

Till truth were freed, and equity rettor'd : Z20 

Yet held it more humane, more heav'nly firft 

By winning words to conquer willing hearts. 

And make perfuafion do the work of fear ; 

At leaft to try, and teach the erring foul 

Not wilfully mif-doing, but unware 225 

Mifled ; the flubborn only to fubdue. 

Thefe growing thoughts my mother foon perceiving 

By words at times caft forth inly rejoic'd. 

And faid to me apart. High are thy thoughts 

O Son, but nourifh them and let them foar 230 

To what heighth facred virtue and true worth 

Can raife them, though above example high ; 

By matchlefs deeds exprefs thy matchiefs Sire* 

For know, thou art no fon of mortal roan ; 

Though men efteem thee low of parentage, 235 

Thy father is th' eternal King who rules 

All Heav'n and Earth, Angels, and Sons of men : 

A meffenger from God foretold thy birth 

ConceivM in me a virgin, he foretold 

Thou ihould'lt be great and fit on David^s throne, 240 

And of thy kingdom there fhould be no end. 

At thy nativity a glorious quire 

Of Angels in the fields of Bethlehem fung 

To fhepherds watching at their folds by night. 

And told them the Meffiah now was born 245 

Where they might fee him, and to thee they came, 

Direfted to the manger where thou I ay 'ft. 

For in the inn was left no better room : 

A ftar, not feen before, in Heav'n appearing 

Guided the wife men thither from the eaft, 250 
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To honor thee with incenfe, myrrh, and pold, 

By whofe bright coarfe led on tbey found the placr, 

Affirming it thy ftar new grav'n in Heaven, 

By which they knew the king of lu-ael born. 

Juft Simeon and prophetic Anna, warn'd 255 

By vi£on, fonnd thee in the temple', and fpake 

Before the altar and the veiled prieft, 

Like things of thee to all that prefent flood. 

This having heard, ftrait I again revolv'd 

The law and prophets, fearching what was writ 260 

Concerning the Meffiah, to our fcribes 

Known partly, and foon found of whom they fpake 

I am ; this chiefly, that my way muft lie 

Through many a hard afTay ev'n to the death. 

Ere I the promised Kingdom can attain, 26^ 

Or work redemption for mankind, whofe (ins 

Full weight muft be trans ferr'd upon my head. 

Yet neither thus difliearten'd or difmay'd. 

The time prefix'd I waited, when behold 

The Baptift (of whofe birth I oft had heard, 270 

Not knew by fight) now come, who was to come 

Before Meffiah and his way prepare. 

I as all others to his baptifm came. 

Which I believ'd was from above ; but he 

Strait knew me, and with loudeft voice proclaim'd 275 

Me him (for it was fliown him fo from Heaven) 

Me him whofe harbinger he was ; and firft 

Refus'd on me his baptifm to confer. 

As much his greater, and was hardly won : 

But as I rofe out of the laving flream, 280 

Heav*n opcn'd her eternal doors, from whence 

The Spi*rit defcended on me like a dove, 

And lad the fum of all, my Father's voice, 

Audibly heard from Heav'n, pronownc'd me his. 
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Me his beloved Son, in whom alone 285 

He was well pleas'd'; by which I knew the time 

Now full, that I no more (hail live obfcure, '• 

But openly begin, as beft becomes 

I'h* authority which I deriv'd from Heaven. 

And now by fome ftrong motion J am led 290 

Into this wildernefs, to what intent 

I learn not yet, perhaps I need not know ; 

For what concerns my knowledge God reveals. 

So fpake oi;r Morning Star then in his rife. 
And looking round on every fide beheld 295 

•A pathlefs deferr, dufk.with horrid ihadcs ; 
The v/ay he came not having marked, return 
V/as difficult, by human fteps untrod ; 
And he ftill on was led, but with fuch thoughts 
Accompanied of things pafl and to come jca 

Lodged in his breaft, as well might recommend 
Such folitude before choiceft fociety. 
Full forty days he pafs'd, whether on hill 
Sometimes, anon in fhady vale, each night 
Under the covert of fomc ancient oak, 305 

Or cedar, to defend him from the dew, 
Or harboured in one cave, is not revealed ; 
Nor tafted human food> nor hunger felt 
Till thofe days ended, huuger'd then at lad 
Among wild beads : they at his fight grew mild, 31Q 
Nor llccping him nor waking harm'd> his walk 
The fiery ferpent fled, and noxious worm. 
The lion and fierce tiger glar'd aloof. 
But now an aged man in rural weeds 
Following, as feem*d, thequefl of fomc ftray ewe, 315 
Or withered fticks to gather, which might ferve 
Againft a winter's day when winds blow keen> 
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To warm him wet retarn'd from field at cvc^ 
He faw approach, who firft with curious eye 
Peras'd himy then with words thus utterM fpalce. 320 

Sir, what ill chance hath brought thee to this place 
$0 far from path or road of men, who pafs 
In troop or caravan ? for fingle none 
Daft eyer, who returned, and dropt not here 
His carcafs, pin'd with hanger and with drouth. 325 
I afk the rather, and the more admire. 
For that to me thou feem'fl the man, whom late 
Our new baptizing Prophet at the ford 
Of Jordan honor'd fo, and call'd thee Son 
Of God ; I faw and heard, for we fometimes 350 
Who dwell this wild, conltrain'd by want, come forth 
To town or village nigh (nigheft is far) 
Where ought we hear, and curious are to hear. 
What happens new ; fame alfo finds us out. 

To whom the Son of God. Who brought me hither. 
Will bring me hence ; no other guide I feek. 336 

By miracle he may, reply'd the fwain. 
What other way I fee not, for we here 
Live on tough roots and Hubs, to thirfi: inured 
More than tiie camel, and to drink go far, 340 

Men to much mifery and hard/hip born ;. 
But if thou be the Son of God, command 
That out of thefe hard Hones be made thiee bread. 
So (halt thou fave thyfelf and us relieve 
With food, whereof we wretched feldom tafte. 345^ 

He ended, and the Son of God reply'd.. 
Think'ft thou fuch force in bread ? is it not written 

Vcr. 340. More thin the camel,] It is commonly (aia that 
cameU will go w^jihout water three or four days. 
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(For I difcern thee other than thou feem'ft) 
Man lives not by bread only, but each word 
Proceeding from the mouth of God, who fed 350 
Our fathers here with Manna ? in the mount 
Mofes was forty days, nor eat nor drank ; 
And forty days Elijah without food 
WandcrM this barren wafte ; the fame I now : 
Why doft thou then fuggeft to me dillruft, 355 

Knowing who I am, as I know who thou art ? 

Whom thus anfwer'd th'Arch-Fiendnow undifguisM. 
*Tis true, I am that Spirit unfortunate. 
Who leagu'd with millions more in ra(h revolt 
Kept not my happy ftation, but was driven 360 

With them from blifs to the bottomlefs deep, 
Yet to that hideous place not fo confin'd 
By rigor unconniving, but that oft 
Leaving my dolorous prifon I enjoy 
Large liberty to round this globe of earth, 365 

Or range in th* air, nor from the Heav'n of Heav'as 
Hath he excluded my refort fometimes. 
I came among the fons of God, when he 
Gave up into my hands Uzzean Job 
To prove him, and illuftrate his high worth ; 370 
And when to all his Ahgels he propos'd 
To draw' the proud king Ahab into fraud 
That he might fall in Ramoth, they demurring, 
I undertook that office, and the tongues 
Of all his flatt'ring prophets glibb'd with lies 375 
To his dcftrudlion, as I had in charge. 
For what he bids I dp : though I have loft 
Much luftre of my native brightnefs, loft 
To be belov'd of God, I have not loft 
To love, at leaft contemplate and admire 3^0 
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What I fee excellemt in good, or fair. 

Or virtuoas, J fhoald fo have loft all fenfe. 

What can be then lefs in me than defire 

To fee thee and approach thee, whom I know 

Declared the Son of God, to hear attent 385 

Thy wifdom, and behold thy Godlike deeds ? 

Men generallly think me much a foe 

To all mankind : why fhould I ? they to me 

Never did wrong or violence ; by them 

I loft not what I loft, rather by them 390 

I gain'd what I have gain'd, and with them dwell 

Copartner in thefe regions of the world. 

If not difpofer ; lend them oft my aid. 

Oft my advice by prefages and figns. 

And anfwers, oracles, portents and dreams, 395 

Whereby they may direft their future life; 

Envy they fay excites me, thus to gain 

Companions of my mifery and woe. 

At firft it may be ; but long iince with woe 

Nearer acquainted, now I feel by proof, 400 

That fellowlhip in pain divides not fmart. 

Nor lightens ought each man's peculiar load. 

Small confolation then, were man adjoin'd : 

This wounds me moft (what can it lefs r ) that man, 

Man fall'n fhall be reftor'd, I never more. . 405 

To whom our Saviour fternly thus reply'd. 
Defervedly thou griev'il, compofed of lies 
From the beginning, and in lies wilt end ; 
Who boaft'ft releafe from Hell, and leave to come 
Into the Heav'n of Heav'ns : thou.com'ft indeed, 410 
As a poor miferable captive thrall 
Comes to the place where he before had fat 
Among the prime in fplendor, now depos'd. 
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£je£led» emptied^, gaz'd, anpitied, ihunn'd^ 

A fpcdbade of ruin or of fcorn 415 

To all the hoft of Hcav'n: the happy place 

Imparts to thee no happinefs, no joy, 

Rather inflames thy torment, rep refen ting 

Loft blifs> to thee no more communicable. 

So never more in Hell than when in Heaveo. 429 

But thou art ferviceable to Heav'n*s King. 

Wilt thou impute t'obedience what thy fear 

Extorts, or pleafure to do ill excites ? 

What but thy malice mov'd thee to mifdeem 

Of righteous Job, then cruelly to*afflift him 425 

With all infli£lions ? but his patience won. 

The other fervice was thy chofen tafk. 

To be a liar in four hundred mouths ; 

For lying is thy fuftenance, thy food. 

Yet thou pretend*ft to truth ; all oracles 450 

By thee are giv'n, and what confefs'd more true 

Among the nations ? that hath been thy craft. 

By mixing fomewhat true to vent more lies. 

But what have been thy anfwers, what but dark. 

Ambiguous and with double fenfe deluding, 435 

Which they who afkM have feldom underflood, 

And not well underftood as good not known ? 

Who ever by confulting at thy fhrine 

ReturnM the wifer, or the more inftrufl 

To fly or follow what eoncern'd him moft, 440 

And run not fooner to his fatal fnare ? 

For God hath juflly giv^n the nations up 

To thy delufions ; juflly, fince they fell 

Idolatrous : but when his purpo(e is 

Among them to declare his providence . 445 

To thee not known, whence haft thou then thy truth. 

But from him or his Angels prefident 
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In every province ? who themfelvea diidaining 

T' approach thy temples, give tliee in comnund 

Wh^t to the fmalleft tittle thou flialt fay 450 

To thy adorers ; thou with trembling fear^ 

Or like a fawning parafite obcy'ft ; 

Then tq thyielf afcrib'fk the truth foretold. 

But this thy glory! Audi [^ foon retrench'd ; 

No more (halt thoii by oracling abufe 45^ 

The Gentiles ; henceforth oracles are ceased > 

And thou no nlore with pomp and facrifice 

Shalt be inquirM at Delphos or elfewhere^ 

At lead in vain, for they (hall find thee mute. . 

God hath now fent his living oracle 460 

Into the world to teach his final will. 

And fends his Spi'rit of truth henceforth to dwell 

In pious hearts, an inward oracle 

To all truth requi£te for men to know. 

So fpake our Saviour ; but the fubtle Fiend, 465 
Though inly ftung with anger and difdain, 
Biflembled, and this anfwer fmooth returned. 

Sharply thou haft infii!ed on rebuke. 
And urg'd me hard with doings, which not will 
But mifery hath wrefted from me : where 470 

Eafily canfl thou find one miferable 
And not enforc'd oft-times to part from truth ; 
If it may ftand him more in Head to lie. 
Say and unfay, feign, flatter,, or abjure; 
Bat thou art plac'd above me, thou art Lord; 47^" 
From thee I can and muft fubmifs indure 
Check or reproof, and glad to *fcape fo quit. 
Hard are the ways of truth, and rough to walk 
Smooth on the tongue difcours'd, pleafmg to th' esur 
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And tuneable as fylvan pipe or fong ; 480 

What wonder then if 1 delight to hear 

Her dictates from thy mouth ? moft men admire 

Virtue, who follow not her lore: permit me 

To hear thee when I come (iince no man comes) 

And talk at leaft, though I defpair to* attain. 485 

Thy Father, who is holy, wife and pure. 

Suffers the hypocrite or atheous prieft 

To tread his facred courts and minifter 

About his altar, handling holy things. 

Praying or vowing, and vouchfaf 'd his voice 490 

To Balaam reprobate, a prophet yet 

Infpir'd ; difdain not fuch accefs to me. 

To whom our Saviour with unalterM brow. 
Thy coming hither, though I know thy fcope, 
I bid not or forbid ; do as thou find'ft 49 j 

Permiffion from above ; thou canfl not more. 

He added not ; and Satan bowing low 
His gray diflimulation, difappear'd 
Into thin air diffused : for now began 
Night with her fullen wings to double-fhade 500 

The defert : fowls in their clay nefts were couch'd ; 
And now wild beafts came forth the woods to roam. 
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BOOK II. 



Ml^AN while the new baptiz'd, who yet remained 
At Jordan with the Baptift, and had feen 
Him whom they heard fo late exprefsly call'd 
Jefus Mefliah Son of God declar'd. 
And on that high authority had believM, 5 

And with him talked, and with him lodg'd^ I mean 
Andrew and Simon^ famous after known. 
With others though in holy writ not nam'd. 
Now miffing him their joy fo lately found. 
So lately found, and fo abruptly gone, 10 

Began to doubt, and doubted many days. 
And as the days increased, increased their doubt : 
Sometimes they thought he might be only ihown, 
And for a time caught up to God, as once 
Mofes was in the mount, and miffing long; 15 

And the great Thifbite, who on fiery wheels 
Rode up to Heav'n, yet once again to come. 
Therefore as thofe young prophets then with care 
Sought loft Elijah, fo in each place thefe 
Nigh to Bethabara ; in Jericho 20 

The city' of palms, Mnon, and Salem old, 
Machaerus, and each town or city wall'd 

Ver. 16. And the great Thiflbite,] Elijah, a native of Thiibe, a 
. -sity of the country of Gilead, beyond Jordan. 



i8 PARADISE REGAIN'D, Book II. 

On this fide the broad lake Genezaret, 

Or in Peraea; but return'd in vain. 

Then on the bank of Jordan, by a creek, 25 

Whei«e winds with reeds and oficrs whifp'Hng play. 

Plain fifliermen, no greater men them call, 

Clofe in a cottage low together got, 

Their unexpeded lofs and plaints out breathM. 

Alas, from what high hope to what relapfe 30 

Unlook'd for are we fall'n ! our eyes beheld 
Meffiah certainly now come, fo long 
Expcfted of bur fathers ; we have heard 
His words, his wifdom full of grace and truth ; 
Now, now, for fure, deliverance is at hand, 35 

The kingdom ihall to Ifrael be rcftor'd : 
Thus we rejoic*d, but foon our joy is tarn'd 
Into perple:K^2ty and new amaze : 
For whither is he gone, what accident 
Hath rapt him from us ? will he now retire 40 

After appearance, and again prolong 
Our expectation f God of Ifrael, 
Send thy Meffiah forth, the time is come ; 
Behold the Kings of th' earth how they opprefs 
Thy chofen, to what heighth their power unjuft 45 
They have exalted, and behind them ca:ft 
All fear of thee ; arife and vindicate 
Thy glory, free thy people from their yoke. 
But let us wait ; thus far he hath perform'd. 
Sent his Anointed, and to us rcveal'd him, 50 

By his great Prophet, pointed at and ihown 
In public, and with him we have conversed ; 
Let us be glad of this, and alt our fears 
Lay on his providence ; he will not fail. 
Nor will withdraw him now, nor will rccalU '• 55 
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Mock us with his blefi fight, then fnatch him hence ; 
Soon we (hall fee our hope, our joy return. 

Thus they out of their plaints new hope refume 
To find whom at the Br^ they found unfought : 
But to his mother Mary, when (he faw 60 

Others return'd from baptifm, not her ion. 
Nor left at Jordan, tidings of him none. 
Within her breafi though calm, her breaft though pure. 
Motherly cares and fears got head, and rais'd 
Some troubled thpughta, which ihe in fighs thus clad. 

O what avails me now that honor high 66 

To have conceived of God, or chat falnte 
Hail highly favor'd, among women bleft ! 
While 1 to forrows am no lefs advanced, 
And fears as eminent, above the lot JO 

Of other women, by the birth I bore. 
In iuch a feafon born when fcarce a ihed 
Could be obtain'd to fhelter him or me 
From the bleak air ; a flable was our warmth^ 
A manger his ; yet foon enforced to fly 75 

Thence into Egypt, till the murd'rous king 
Were dead, who fought his life, and miffing filPd 
With infant blood the firects of Bethlehem ; 
From Egypt home return'd, in Nazareth 
Hath been our dwelling many years ; his life 80 

Private, unaftive, calm, contemplative. 
Little fufpicious to any king, but now 
Full grown to man, acknowledged as I hear. 
By John the Baptift, and in public ihown. 
' Son own'd from Heav'n by his Father's voice ; Sj 
I look'd for fome great change ; to honor ? no. 
But trouble, as old Simeon plain foretold. 
That to th6 fall and rifing he (hould be 
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Of many in Ifrael, and to a fign 

Spoken again ft, that through my very foul 90 

A fword (hall pierce ; this is my favoured lot. 

My exaltation to aftli6lions high ; 

Afflidled I may be, it feems, and bleft ; 

I will not argue that, nor will repine. 

But where delays he now ? fomc great intent 95 

Conceals him : when twelve years he fcarce had feea 

I loft him, but fo found, as well I faw 

He could not lofe himfelf ; but went about 

His Father's bufinefs ; what he meant I mus'd, 

Since underftand ; much more his abfence now 100 

Thus long to fome great purpofe he obfcures. 

But I to wait with patience am inur'd ; 

My heart hath been a ftore-houfe long of things 

And fay'ings laid up, portending ftrange events. 

Thus Mary pond 'ring oft, and oft to mind 105 
Recalling what remarkably had pafs'd 
Since firft her falutation heard, with thoughts 
Meekly compos'd awaited the fulfilling; 
The while her fon tracing the defert wild. 
Sole but with holieft meditations fed, no 

Into himfelf defcended, and at once 
All his great work to come before him fct ; 
How to begin how to accompli fli beft 
His end of being on earth, and miflion high : 
For Satan with fly preface to return 115 

Had left him vacant, and with fpeed was gone 
Up to the middle region of thick air, 
Where all his potentates in council fat ; 
There without fign of boaft, or fign of joy. 
Solicitous and blank he thus began. izo 
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Princes, Heaven's ancient Sons, ethereal Thrones, 
Demonian Spirits now, from th' element 
Each of his reign allotted, rightlier calPd 
Powers of fire, air, water, and earth beneath. 
So may we hold our place, and thefe mild feats 125 
Withoat new trouble ; fuch an enemy 
Is rifen to invade us, who no lefs 
Threatens than our expulfion down to Hell ; 
I, as I undertook, and with the vote 
Confenting in full frequence was impower'd, 1 30 

Have found him, view'd him, tailed him, but find 
Far other labour to be undergone 
Than when I dealt with Adam firil of Men, 
Though Adam by his wife's allurement fell, 
However to this man inferior far, 135 

If he be man by mother's fide at leaft. 
With more than human gifts from Heav'n adorn'd. 
Peffedions abfolute, graces divine. 
And amplitude of mind to greateft deeds. 
Therefore I am return'd, left confidence 140 

Of my fuccefs with Eve in Paradife 
Deceive ye to perfuafion over-fure 
Of like fucceeding here; I fummon all 
Rather to be in readinefs, with hand 
Or council to aflifl ; left I who erft 145 

Thought none my equal, now be over-match'd. 

So fpake th' old Serpent doubting, and from all 
With clamour was a/TurM their utmoft aid 
At his command ; when from amidft them rofe 
Belial, the diftbluteft Spi'rit that fell, 1 50 

The fenfualleil, and after Afmodai 
The fl«ihlieft Incubus, and thus advis'd. 
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S«t women in his eye. and in his walk. 
Among daaghters of men the faireft fband ; 
Many are in each region paffing fair 155 

As the noon iky ; more like to GoddefTes 
Than mortal creatures, graceful and difcreet. 
Expert in amorous arts, inchanting tongues 
Perfuafive, virgin majefty with mild 
And fweet allay'd, yet terrible to approach i6« 

Skiird to retire, and in retiring draw 
Hearts after them tangled in amorous nets. 
Such obje£t hath the powV to foft'n and tame 
Severed temper, fmooth th* rugged'ft brow, 
Enerve, and with voluptuous hope diffolve, - 165 
Draw out with credulous defire, and lead 
At will the manlieft, refoluteft brcaft. 
As the magnetic hardeft iron draws. 
Women, when nothing elfe, beguilM the heart 
Of wifeft Solomon, and made him build, 170 

And made himi>ow to the Gods of his wives. 

To whom quick anfwer Satan thus returned. 
Belial, in much uneven fcale thou weigh'ft 
All others by thyfelf ; becaufe of old 
Thou thyfelfdoat'ft on womankind, admiring 175 
Their fhape, their color, and attraftive grace. 
None. are, thou think'ft, but taken with fuch toys. 
Before the flood tbou with thy lully crew, 
Falfe titled fons of God, roaming the earth 
Caft wanton eyes on the daughters of men, 1 9o 

And coupled with them, and begot a race. 
Have we not feen, or by relation heard. 
In courts and regal chambers how thou lurk'ft, 
In wood or grove by mo^ fountain £de, 
In valley or green meadow, to way-lay 185 
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Some beauty rare, CaliAo^ ClymeaCy 

Daphne, or Semele, Autiopa^ 

Or Amymone, Syrinx, many more 

Too longx then lay'ft thy fcapea on names ador'd, 

Apollo» Neptune^ Jupiter, or Pan 190 

Satir, or Faun, or Sylvan.? but thefo haunts 

Delight not all ; among the.fons of men 

How many have with a fmile made fmall account 

Of beauty and her lures, eafily fcom'd 

All her SLjOanlts, on worthier things intent ? ipj 

Remember that Pellean conqueror, 

A youth, how all the beauties of the eaft 

He {lightly view'd, and (lightly overpafs'd ; 

How he iimam'd of Africa difmifs'd 

In his prime youth the fair Iberian maid. 2CO 

For Solomon, he livM at cafe, and full 

Of honor, wealth, high fare, aim'd not beyond 

Higher defign than to enjoy his date ; 

Thence to the bait of woman lay expos'd : 

But he whom we attempt is wifer far joj 

Than Solomon, of more exalted mind, 

Made and fet wholly on th' accomplifliment 

Of greateft things ; what woman will you find. 

Though of this age the wonder and the fame. 

On whom his leifure will vouchfafe an eye 21O 

Of fond defire ? or fhould fhe confident. 

As fitting queen ador'd on beauty's throne, 

Ver. Y96. Pellean conqueror,] Alexander the Great, who was 
born at PelU in Macedonia : and his continence and clemency to 
Darius^s queen and daughters :re commended by the Hiftoiians. 

Ver. 199. How he firoamM of Africa, &c. j The cojitinence of 
Scipio Africanus at thf age of twenty- four, and his generoHty in 
redoring a Spanifh lady to her hufljand and friends, are celebrated 
by Poiybius, Lib. lo. 
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Defcend with all her winning charms begirt 

T* enamour, as the zone of Venus onfce 

Wrought that effeft on Jove, fo fables tell ; 21^ 

How would one look from his majeflic brow 

Seated as on the top of virtue's hill, 

Difcount'nance her defpis'd, and put to rout 

All her array ; her female pride dejedl. 

Or turn to reverent awe ? for beauty Hands 220 

In th* admiration only of weak minds 

Led captive; ceafe to admire, and all her plumes 

Pall flat and fhrink into a trivial toy. 

At every fudden flighting quite abafli'd : 

Therefore with manlier objedls we mufl try 22c 

His conftancy, with fuch as have more fliow 

Of worth, of honor, glory', and popular praife ; 

Rocks whereon greateft men have ofteft wreck'd ; 

Or that which only fccms to fatisfy 

Lawful defires of nature, not beyond ; 230 

And now I know he hungers where no food 

Is t6 be found, in the wiae wildernefs ; 

The reft commit to me, I fliall let pafs 

No' advantage, and his ftrength as oft aflay. 

He ceas'd, and heard their grant in loud acclaim, 235 
Then forthwith to him takes a chofen band 
Of Spirits likeft to himfelf in guile 
To be at hand, and at his beck appear. 
If caufe were to unfold fome adive icene 
Of various pcrfons, each to know his part ; 240 

Then to the defert takes with thefe his flight ; 
Where ftill from fhade to fliade the Son of God 
After forty days fafting had reniain'd. 
Now hupgring firft, and to himlelf thus faid. 
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Wbere will this end ? four times ten days IVe paTs'd 24s 
Wandering tkis ^oody maze» and human food 
Nor tailed, nor had appetite : that faft 
To virtue I impute not, or count part 
Of what I fu£f*er here ; if nature need not. 
Or God fupport nature without repaft t^o 

Though needing, what praife is it to indure ? 
But now I feel I hunger, which declares 
Nature hath need of what (he afks ; y.et God 
Can fatisfy that need fome other way. 
Though hunger fUll remain : fo it remain 255 

Without this body^s wading, I content me. 
And from the fling of famin fear no harm. 
Nor mind it, fed with better thoughts that feed 
Me hung'ring more to do my Father's will. 

It was the hour of night, when thus the Son . 260 
Communed in iilent walk, then laid him down 
Under the hofpitable covert nigh 
Of trees thick interwoven ; there he flept. 
And dream'd, as appetite is wont to dream. 
Of meats and drinks, nature's refrefhment fweet ; 265 
Him thought, he by the brook of Cherith flood, 
AudJ*aw the ravens with their horny beaks 
Food to Elijah bringing ev*n and morn. 
Though ravenous, taught t'abflain from what they brought : 
He faw the prophet alfo how he fled 27© 

Into the defeft, and how there he flept 
Under a juniper ; then how awakM, 
He found' his fupper on the coals prepar'd. 
And by the Angel was bid rife and eat. 
And eat the fecond time after repofe, 275 

The flrength whereof fufhc'd him forty days ; 
Sometimes that with Elijah he partook, 
C 
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Or as a gueft with Daniel at his pulfe. 
Thus wore out night, and now the herald lark 
Left his ground neft, high tow'ring to defcry 280 
The morn's approach, and greet her with his fong : 
As lightly from his grafiy couch up rofe 
Our Saviour, and found all was but a dream. 
Fading he went to fleep, and failing wak'd. 
Up to a hill anon his fteps he rear'd, 28e 

From whofe high top to ken the profped round, 
If cottage were in view, iheep-cote or herd ; 
But cottage, herd, or iheep-cote none he faw. 
Only' in a bottom faw a pUafant grove. 
With chaunt of tuneful birds refounding loud ; 290 
Thither he bent his way ; determin'd there 
,To reil at noon, and enter 'd foon the ihade 
High rooft, and walks beneath, and alleys brown. 
That open'd in the midft a woody fcene ; 
Nature's own work it feem'd (nature taught art) 295 
And to a fuperilitious eye the haunt 
Of wood-Gods and Wood-Nymphs; heview'ditround« 
When fuddenly a man before him Hood, 
Not ruftic as before, but feemlier clad. 
As one in city', or court, or palace bred, 300 

And with fair fpeech thefe words to him addrefs'd. 

With granted leave officious I return. 
But much more wonder that the Son of God 
In this wild folitude fo long ihould bide 
Of all things deftitute, and well I know, 305 

Not without hunger. Others of fome note. 
As flory tells, have trod this wildernefs ; 
The fugitive bond-woman with her fon 

308, The fugitive bond-woman, &c.] Hagar, who fled from 
the face of her miilrcfs. Gen. XVI. 6. and is therefore called a 
fugitive. 
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pttt-caft Nebaiothy yet found here relief 

By a providing Angel ; all the rate 310 

Of Ifrael here had famifh'd, had not God 

Rain'd from Heav*n Manna ; and that Prophet bold 

Native jof Thebez wand'ring here was fed 

Twice by a voice inviting him to eat : 

Of thee thefe forty days none hath regard, 515 

Porty and more deferted here indeed. 

To whom thus Jefus. What conclud'ft thou hence? 
They all had need, as I thou feeft have none. 

How haft thoQ hunger then ? Satan reply'd. 
Tell me if food were now before thee fet, 320 

Would'ft thou not eat ? Thereafter as I like 
The giver, anfwerM Jefus, Why fhould that 
Caufe thy refufal ? faid the fubtle Fiend. 
Haft thou not right to all created things ? 
Owe not all creatures by juft right to thee 325 

Duty and fervlce, not to ftay till bid. 
But tender all their pow'r ? nor mention I 
Meats by the Law unclean, or ofFer'd firft 
To idols, thofe young Daniel could rcfufe ; 
Nor profFerM by an enemy, though who 350 

Would fcruple that, with want opprefs'd ? Behold 
Nature aftiam'd, or better to exprefs. 
Troubled that thou ihould'ft hunger, hath purvey 'd 
From all the elements her choiceft ftore 
To treat thee as befeems, and as her Lord 335 

With honor, only deign to fit and cat. 

He fpake no dream, for as his words had end. 
Our Saviour lifting up his eyes beheld 
In ample fpace under the broadeft ihade 
A table richly fpread in regal mode, 340^ 

C 2 
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With diflics pird, and meats of nobleft fort 

And favor, beafts of chafe, or fowl of game 

In paflry built, or from the fpit, or boil'd, 

Gris-amber*fteam'd ; all fi(h from fea or fhore, 

Frefhet, or purling brook, of fhell or fin, 345 

And exquifiteft name, for which was drain'd 

Pontus, and Lucrine bay, and Afric coaft. 

Alas, how fimple to thefc cates compar'd. 

Was that crude apple that diverted Eve ! 

And at a ftacely fide- board by the wine 3^0 

That fragrant fmell diffus'd, in order flood 

Tall ilnpling youths rich clad, of fairer hue 

Than Ganymed or Hylas ; diftant more 

Under the trees now tripp'd, now folemn flood 

Nymphs of Diana's train, and Naiades 355 

With fruits and flow'rs from Amalthea's horn. 

And ladies of th' Hefperides, that feem'd 

Fairer than feign 'd of old, or fabled fince 

Of fairy damfels met in forefl wide 

By knights of Logres, or of Lyones, 360 

Lancelot, or Pelleas, or Pellenore : * 

And all the while harmonious airs were heard 

Of chiming ftrings, or charming pipes, and winds 

Of g-entleft gale Arabian odors fann'd 

From their foft wings, and Flora's earliefl fmells. 365 

Such was the fplendor, and the Tempter now 

His invitation earneftly rencw'd. 

What doubts the Son of God to iit and eat ? 
Thefe are not fruits forbidden ; no interdidl 

353. Than Ganymed or Hylas,] Thcfe were two beautiful 
youths and bslov'd, the one by Jupiter, the other by Hercules, 
Ganymed was cup-bearer 10 Jupiter, and Hylas drew water for 
Hercules, and therefore are properly mentioned on this occafton. 
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Defends the touching of thefe viands pure : 370 

Their tafte no knowledge works at leafl of evi]> 
But life prcferves, deftroys life's enemy. 
Hunger, with fweet reftorative delight. 
All thefe are Spi'rits of air, and woods, and fprings, 
Thy gentle minifters, who come to pay 375 

Thee homage, and acknowledge thee their Lord ; 
What doubt'il thou Son of God ? fit down and eat. 

* . To whom thus Jcfus tcillp'rately reply'd. 

Said'fl thou not that to all things I had right ? 

And who withholds my pow'r that right to ufe ? 380 

Shall I, receive by gift what of my own. 

When and where likes me beft, I can command ? 

^ can at will, ^oubt not, as foon as thou. 

Command a table in this wildernefs. 

And c^ fwift flights of Angels miniftrant 385 

Array'd in glory oft my cup to' attend : 

Why il^odldft thou then obtrude this diligence, 

Jq vain, wher^ no acceptance it can find ? 

And with my hunger what hail thou to ^o ? 

Thy pompous delicacies I contemn,. 390 

And count thy fpecious gifts no gifts but guiles. 

To whom thus anfwer'd Satan malecontent, 
That 1 have alfo pow'r to give thou feeft ; 
If of that pow'r I bring thee voluntary 
What I might have beflow'd on whom I pleas'd, 395 
And rather opportunely in this place 
Chofe to impart to thy apparent need. 
Why ihottldfl thou not accept it ? but I fee 
What I can do or offer is fufped ; 
Of thefe things others quickly will difpofe, 400 

Whofe pains have eam'd the far fet fpoil. With that 
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Both table and proviiloii vaaifli'd quite 

With found of harpies wings, and talons heard ; 

Only th* imp6rtune Tempter ftill remain*d. 

And with thcfe words his temptation parfu^d. 405 

By hunger, that each other creature tames. 
Thou art not to be harm'd, therefore not mov'd ; 
Thy temperance invincible befides. 
For no allurement yields to appetite. 
And all thy heart is fet onliigh defigns, 410 

High adtions ; but wherewith to be achievM ? 
Great adls require great means of cnterprife ; 
Thou art unknown, unfriended, low of birth, 
A carpenter thy father known, thyfelf 
Bred up in poverty and flraits at home, 4' J^ 

Loil IB a dcfert here and hunger-bit : 
Which way or from what hope doft thou afpire 
To greatnefs ? whence authority deriv'fl ? 
What followers, what retinue canft thou gain. 
Or at thy heels the dizzy multitude, 420 

Longer tlian thou canft feed them on thy.coft ? 
Mgney brings honor, friends, conqueft, and realms : 
What rais'd Antipater the Edomite, 
And his fon Herod plac'd on Judah's throne, 424 
(Thy throne) but gold that got him puiflant friends ? 
Therefore, if at great things thou would'ft arrive. 
Get riches firft, get wealth, and treafure heap. 
Not difficult, if thou hearken to me ; 
Riches are mine, fortune is in my hand j 
They whom I favor thrive in wealth amain, 430 

While virhie, valor, wifdom fit in want. 

To whom thus Jefus patiently reply'd. 
Yet wealth withoirt thefe three is impotent 
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To gain dominion, or to keep it gained. 

WitnefiB thbfe antient empires of the earth, 435 

In heighth of all their flowing wealth diflblv'd j 

But men indued with thefe have oft attaia'd 

In loweft poverty to higheft deeds ; 

Gideon, and Jephtha, and the (hepherd lad, 

Whofe offspring on the throne of Judan fat 440 

So many ages, and fhall yet regain 

That feat, and rei^n in Ifrael without end. 

Among the Heathen, (for throughout the world 

To me is not unknown what hath been doae 

Worthy' of memorial) can^ thoii not remember 445 

Quintius, Fabricius, Curius, Regulus ? 

For I efteem thofe names of men fo poor 

Who could do mighty things, and. could contemn 

Riches though offered from the hand of kings. 

And what in me feems wanting, but that I 450 

May alfo in this poverty as foon 

Accompliih what they did, perhaps and more ? 

Extol not riches then, the toil of fools. 

The wife man's cumbrance if not fnare, more apt 

To flacken virtue, and abate her edge, 455 

Than prompt her to do ought may merit praife. 

What if with like averfion I rejed 

Riches and realms ; yet not for that a crown. 

Golden in fhow, is bujt a wreath of thorns. 

Brings dangers,- troubles, cares, and fleeplefs nights 

To him who wears the regal diadem, 461 

When on his ihoulders each man's burden lies ; 

For therein Hands the office of a king. 

His honor, virtue, merit and chief praife. 

That for the public all this weight he bears. 465 

Yet he who reigns within himfelf, and rules 

Pafllons, deiires, and fears, is more a king ; 

C4 



32 PARADISE REGAINED. Book I L 

Which every wife and virtoous man attains : 

And who attains not, ill afpires to rule 

Cities of -men, or head-ilrong multitudes, 47Q 

Subjeft himfelf to anarchy within. 

Or lawlefs paffions in him wliich he ferves. 

But to guide nations in the way of truth 

By faving doftrin, and from error lead 

To know, and knowinrr worfhip God aright 47^5 

Is yet more kingly ; this attracts the foul. 

Governs the inner man, the nobler part ; 

That other o'er the body only reigns. 

And oft by force, which to a generous mind 

So reigning can be no iincere delight. 480 

Eefides to give a kingdom hath been thought 

Greater and nobler done, and to lay down 

Far more magnanimous, than to aflfume. 

Riches are needlcfs then, both for thcmfelves, 

And for thy reafon why they (hould be fought^ 485 

To^ufn a fteptcr, oftcfl better naifsM, 
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SO fpake the Son of God, and Satan flood 
A while as mute confounded what to fay. 
What to reply, confuted and convinced 
Of his -weak arguing, and fallacious drift ; 
At length collcfting all his ferpent wiles, 5 

With foothing words renew'd, him thus accoft. 

I fee thou know'A what is of ufe to know. 
What beft to fay canft fay, to do can ft do ; 
Thy adlions to thy words accord, thy words 
To thy large heart give utterance due, thy heart i© 
Contains of good, wife, juft,* the perfed (hape. 
Should kings and nations from thy mouth confult, 
Thy counfel would be as the oracle 
Urim and Thummim, tho(e oraculous gcjns 
On Aaron's breaft ; or tongue of feers old 15 

Infallible : Or wert thou fought to deeds 
That might require th' array of war, thy (kill 
Of conduct would be fuch, that all 'the woild 
Could not fuftain thy prowefs, or fubfiil 
}n battel, though againft thy few in arms. 20 

Thefe God-like virtues wherefore doll thou hide, 
Affefting private life, or more obfcurc 
In favage wildernefs ? wherefore deprive 
All earth her wonder at thy ads, thyielf 
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The fame and glory, glory the reward 25 

That (ble excites to high attempts, the flame 

Of moft ereded fpi*rits, moft tempered pure 

Ethereal, who all pleafures elfe defpife. 

All treafures and all gain efteem as drofs, 

And dignities and pow'rs all but the higheft ? 30 

Thy years are ripe, and over-ripe ; the fon 

of Macedonian Philip had ere thefe 

Won Afia, and the throne of Cyrus held 

At his difpoie ; young Scipio had brought down 

The Carthaginian pride; young Pompey quell'd 35 

The Pontic king, and in triumph had rode. 

Yet years, and to ripe years judgment mature> 

X^uench not the third of glory, but augment. 

Great Julius, whom now all the world admires, 

The more he grew in years, the more inflam'd 40 

With glory, wept that he had liy*d fo long 

Inglorious : but thou yet art not too late. 

To whom our Saviour jcalmly thus reply'd. 
Thou neither doft perfuade me to feek wealth 
For empire's fake, nor empire to affedl 45 

For glory's fake by all thy argument. 
For what is glory but the blaze of fame. 
The peoples praife, if always praife unmix'd ? 
And what the people but a herd confus'd, 
A mifcdllaneous rabble, who extol 5a 

Things valgar,and well weigh'd,fcarce worth the praife? 
They praife, and they admire they know not what, 

41.' ■■ wept that be ]iv*d fo long inglorious :] Alluding to a 
Story related of Julius Czfar, that one day reading the ftory of 
JVlexander, he fat awhile very thoughtful, and at laft burft into 
tears, and his friends wondering at the reafon of ir, do yon not 
think, faid he, I have juft caufe to weep, wAen 1 confidcr that Alex- 
ander at my age had conquered fo many jii^tionv, and 1 hcve »U t^hi| 
time done nothing that is memorable. 
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And know not wkom, but as one leads tke other ; 

And what delight to be by Aich extoird. 

To live upon their tongues and be their talk» $5 

Of whom to be difprais*d were no fmall praife I 

His lot who dares be iingiilarly good. 

Th' intelligent among them and the wife 

Are few, and glory (carce of few is raised. 

This is true glory and renown, when God 60 

Looking on th' earth, with approbation marks 

The juft man, and divulges him through Heav'n 

To M his Angels, who with true applaufe 

Recount his praifes : thus he did to Job, 

When to c^^ctend his fame through Heav'n and Earth, 

As thou to thy reproach may*ft well remember, 66 

He afkM thee. Haft thou feen my fervant Job ? 

Famous he was in Heav'n, on Earth lefs known ; 

Where glory is falfe glory, attributed 

To things not glorious, men not worthy' of fame, 70 

They err who count it glorious to fubdup 

By conqueft far and wide, to over-ran 

Large countries, and in field great battels win, 

Great cities by aflault : what do thefe worthies. 

But rob and fpoil, burn, flaughter, and inflave 75 

Peaceable nations, neighboring, or remote. 

Made captive, yet deferving freedom more 

Than thofe their conquerors, who leave behind 

Nothing but ruin wherefoe'cr they rove. 

And all the fiourifhing works of peace deftroy. So 

Then fwell with pride^ and muft be titled Gods, 

Great Benefadors of mankind. Deliverers, 

Worfhipt with temple, prieft and facrifice; 

One is the fon of Jove, of Mars the other ; 

Till conqu'ror Death difcover them fcarce men, 85 

Rolling in brutiih vices^ and deform'd. 
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Violent or fhameful death their due reward^ 

But if there be in glory ought of good. 

It may by means far different be attain'd 

Without ambition, war, or violence; 90 

By deeds of peace, by wifdom eminent, . 

By patience, temperance : I mention ftill 

Him whom thy wrongs with faintly patience borne 

Made famous in a land and times obfcure : 

Who nalnes not now with honor patient Job ? ' g^ 

Poor Socrates (who next more memorable ?) 

By what he taught and fuffer'd for fo doing, 

For truth's fake fuffering death, unjuft, lives now 

Equal in fame to proudefl conquerors. 

Yet if for fame and glory ought be done, 190 

Ought fuffer'd ; if young African for fame 

His wailed country freed from Punic rage. 

The deed becomes unprais'd, the man at leaft, 

/isid lofes^ though but verbal, his reward. 

iShall 1 feek glory then, as vain men feek, 105 

Oft not deferv'd ? I feek not mine, but his 

Who fent me, and thereby witnefs whence I am. 

To whom the Tempter murm'ring thus reply'd. 
Think not fo flight of glory ; therein leaft 
Refembling thy great Father : he feeks glory, no 
And for his glory all things made, all things 
Orders and governs ; nor content in Heaven 
By all his Angels glorify 'd, requires 
€lory from men, from all men good or bad. 
Wife -or unwife, no diiFerencc, fio exemption ; 115 
Above all facrifice, or hallo'w'd gift 
Glory' he rtquires, and glory he receives 
Promifcuous from all nations, Jew, or Greek, 
Or barbarous, nor exception hath declared ; 
From us his foCi ptonouncM glory' i^ exadts. X20 
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To whom our Savioar fervently reply'd. 
And reafon ; fince his wprd all things produc'd 
Thoagh.chiefly not for glory as prime end, ' 
^ut to fhow forth his goodnefs, and impart 
His good communicable to every foul i2j 

Freely ; of whom what could he lefs expeft 
Than glory and benediflion, that is thanks. 
The iHghtefty eafieft, readied recompenfe 
From them who could return him nothing elfe. 
And not returning that would likelieft render 130 
Contempt inftead, diihonor, obloquy ? 
Hard recompenfe, unfuitable leturn - ^ . 

For fo much good, fo much beneficence. 
But why ihould man feek glory , who of his own 
Hath nothing, and to whom nothing belongs 135 
But condemnation, ignominy % and ihame ? 
Who for fo many benefits received 
TurnM recreant to God, ingrate and falfe. 
And fo of all true good Jiimfelf deipoil'd. 
Yet facrilegious, to hlmfelf would take 140 

That which to God alone of right belongs ; 
Yet fo much bounty is in God, fuch grace. 
That who advance his glory, not their own^ 
Them he himfelf to glory will advance* 

So (pake the Son of God; and here again 145 

Satan had not to anfwer, but flood ftruck 
With guilt of his own fin, for he himfeljf 
Infatiable of glory had lofl all. 
Yet of another plea bethought him foon. 

Of glory, as thou wilt, faid he, fo deem, 150 

Worth or not worth the fceking, let it pafs : 
Bat to a kingdom thou art born, ordaiu'd 
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To fit upon thy father David's throne ; 

By mother's fide thy father ; though thy right 

Be now in powVful hands, that will not part 155 

Eafily from pofieffion won with anns : 

Judxa now and all the promised land, . 

Redac'd a province ^nder Roman yoke. 

Obeys Tiberius ; nor is always rul'd 

With temp'rate fway ; oft have they violated 160 

The temple, oft the law with foul affronts. 

Abominations rather, as did once 

Antiochus : and think'ft thou to regain 

Thy right by fitting fHll, or thus retiring ? 

So did not Mkccabeus : he indeed i6j 

Retired unto the defert, but with arms ; 

And o'er a mighty king fo oft prevail'd. 

That by ftrong hand his family obtainM, 

Though priefts, the crown, and David's throne ufurp'd. 

With Modin and her fuburbs once content. 170 

If kingdom move thee not, iet move thee zeal 

And* duty ; zeal and duty are not ffow ; 

But on occafion's forelock watchful wait. 

They thcmfelves rather are occafion beft. 

Zeal of thy Father's houfe, duty to free 175' 

Thy country from her Heathen fervitude } 

So (halt thou beft fulfil, b^ft verify 

The prophets okf , who fung thy ehdlefs reign ; 

The happier reign the fooner it begins ; * 

Reign then ; what canft thou better do the while ? 1 80 

To whom our Saviour anfwer thus returned* 
All things are beft fulfilled in their due time. 
And time there is for all things, Truth hath faid ; 
If of my reign prophetic Writ hath told 
That it (hall never lend, fo when begin 185 
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The Father m lo^ pnrpofe hath decreed. 

He in whofe h^nd all times and feaibns roll. 

What if he hath decreed that I fhall firft 

Be tryM in hamble ftate, and things adveHe, 

By tribalation«, iajuries, infultSy 190 

Contempts, and fcoms, and fnartfs, and violeiice^ 

Saffering, abftaining, quietly expe^ing. 

Without difhraft or doubt, that he may know 

What I can fuffer, how obey ? who befl 

Can fuffer, beft can do ; beft reign, who firft jqc 

Well hath obey'd ; juft trial ere I merit 

My exaltation without change or end. 

Bat what concerns it thee when I begin 

My everlafting kingdom, why art thou 

Solicitous, what moves thy inquifltion ? 200 

Rnow'ft thou not that my rifing is thy fall. 

And my promotion will be thy deftrudion f 

To whom the Tempter inly rackM reply'd. 
Let that come when it comes ; all hope is loll 
Of my reception into grace ; what worfe ? 20C 

For where no hope is left, is left no fear : 
If there be worfe, the expedlation more 
Of worfe torments me than the feeling can. 
*I would be at the word ; worft is my port. 
My harbour and my ultimate repofe, 2]q 

The ^nd I would attain, my final good. 
My error was my error, and my crime 
My crime ; whatever for itfelf condemned. 
And will alike.be punifh'd, whether thou 
Reign or reign not ; though to |hat gentle brow 215 
Willingly I could fly, and hop^' thy reign. 
From that placid afpedb and meek regard. 
Rather than aggravate my evil fiale» 
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Would ftand bctwen me and thy Father's ire 
(Whofe ire I dread more than the fire of Heli) 220 
A ihelter and a kind of (hading cool 
Interpofition, as a fummer's cloud. 
^f I then to the worft that can be hafle. 
Why move thy feet fo flow to what is beft, 
Happieft both to thyfclf and all the world, 225 

That thou who worthieft art fliould'ft be their ki^g 7 
Perhaps thou linger'il in deep thoughts detain'd 
Of th' <nterprife fo hazardous and high ; 
No wonder, for though in thee be united 
What of perfeAion can in man be founds 2:30 

Or human nature can receive, confider 
Thy life hath yet been private, moll part fpent 
*^t home, fcarce view'd the Galilean towns. 
And once a year Jerufalem, few days 254 

Short fojoum; and what thence could'fl thou obferve f. 
The world thou haft not feen, much lefs her glory. 
Empire?, and monarchs, and their radiant courts, 
Beft fchool of beft experience, quickeft iniight 
In all things that to greateft a6lions lead. 
The wifeft, unexperienc'd, will be ever *4*?f^ 

Timorous and loath, with novice modefty, , ,ijv 

(As he who feeking afles found a kingdom} . ^ >^ 
Irrefolute, unhardy, unadventrous : y '/ 

£ut I will bring thee where thou foon fhalt quit 
^hofe rudiments, and fee before thine eyes 245 

The monarchies of th' earth, their pomp and ftate. 
Sufficient introdudion to inform 
Thee, of thyfelf fo apt, in regal arts. 
And regal myfteries, that thou may'ft know 
How beft their oppofition to withftand. 2^0 

Z4Z. As he -who fccking afl«s, &c.] Saul, wBo feeking hit 
father's loft afles camftto Samuel, ^nd by him was anointed King;. 
TJiif &ory it rclaicd in 2 Sam. IX. 
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With that (fuch pow'r was giv'n him ^en) he took 
The Son of God np to a mountain high. 
It was a mountain at whofe verdant fbet 
A fpacious plain out-ftretch*d in circuit wide ♦ 

Lay pleafant ; from his 6dc two. rivers flow'd, 255 
Th' one winding, th* other ftrait, and left between 
Fair champain with lefs rivers intervein*d. 
Then meeting join-d their tribute to the fea: 
Fertile of com the glebe, of oil and wine ; 259 

With herds the paftures throng'd, with flocks the hills; 
Huge cities and high towr'd, that well might feem 
^%e feats of mightieft monarchs, and fo large 
The profped. was, that here and there was room 
For barren defert fountainlefs and dry. 
To this high mountain top the Tempter brought 265 
Our SaviJdur, and new train of words began* 
c • . 

Well hive we fpeeded, and o'er hill and dale^ 
Foreft and field and' flood, temples and towers. 
Cut (horter many a league ; here thou behold'ft 
Aflyria and her empire's ancient bounds, 276 

iBL'raxes and the Cafpian lake, thence on 
; As far as Induft eaft, Euphrates weft, 
' And oft beyond ; to fouth the Perfian bay. 

And inacceflible th' Arabian drouth : 
. Here Nineveh, of length within her wall 275 

Several days journey, built by Ninus old. 
Of that firft golden monarchy the feat. 
And feat of Salmanaflar, whofe fuccefs 
Ifrael in long captivity ftill mourns ; 
There Babylon, the wonder of all tongues, 280 

As ancient, but rebuilt by him who twice 
)udah and all thy father David's houfe 
Led captive, and Jerufalem laid wafte. 
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Till Cyrus fet them free ; Pcrfepolis 

His city there thou fecft, and Badlra there ; 2S5 

Ecbatana he r j^u^ture va^ there ihowSji 

And Hecatoiiip)(los her hundred gates^; 

There Sufa by Choafpes, amber flrea^. 

The drink of none but kings 5 of later feme 

Built by Emathian, or by Parthian hands, 29© 

The great Seleucia, Nifibis, and there 

Artaxata, Teredon, Ctefiphon, 

Turning with eafy eye thou may'il behold. 

All thefe the Parthian, now fome ages paft. 

By great Arfaces led, who founded ^r£t 295 

That empire, under his dominion holds. 

From the luxurious kings of Antioch won. 

And juft in time thou com' Ik to have a view 

Of his great pow'r ; for now the Parthian king 

In Ctefiphon hath gather'd all his hoft 300 

Againdr the Scythian, whofe incur£ons wiU ' 

Have wafted Sogdiana ; to her aid 

He marches now in hade ; fee, though &om far» 

His thoufands, in what martial equipage 

They iiTue forth, ileel bows, and fhafts their arms 305 

Of equal dread in flight, or in purfuit; 

All horfemen, in which fight they moft excel ; 

See how in warlike mufter they appear, 

Jn rhombs and wedges, and half-moons and wings. 

He lookM, and faw what numbers numberlefs 31^ 
The city gates out-pour'd, light armed troops 
In coats of mail and military pride ; 
In mail their Horfes clad, yet fleet and ftrong, 
Prauncing their riders bore, the flow'r and choice 
Of many provinces from bound to bound | 315 

From Arachofia, from Candaor eaft, 
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And Margiana to the Hyrcanian cliffs 

Of Caucafusy and dark Iberian dales. 

From Atrppatia and the neighb'rlng plains 

Of Adiabene, Media and the footh ^20 

OfSufiana, to Balfara's haven. 

He faw them in their forms of battel rang'd. 

How quick they wheePd» and flying behind them (hot 

Sharp fleet of arrowy fliow'rs againft the face 

Of their purfaers, and overcame by flight ; 325 

The field all iron caft a gleaming brown : 

Nor wanted clouds of foot, nor on each horn 

Cuiraflters all in fteel for ftanding fight. 

Chariots or elephants indors-d with towers 

Of archers, nor of laboring piolieers 3 30 

A n;iultitude with fpades and axes arm'd 

To lay hills plain, fell woods, or valleys fill. 

Or where plain was raife hill, or overlay 

With bridges rivers proud, as with a }'oke ; 

Mules after thefe, camels and dromedaries, j^f 

And waggons fraught with utenfils of war« 

Such forces met not, nor fo wide a camp. 

When Agrican with all his northern powers 

BeflegM Albracca, as romances tell. 

The city* of Gallaphronei from thence to win 340 

The faireft of her fex Angelica 

His daughter, fought by many prbwcft knights. 

Both Paynim, and the peers of Charlemain. 

Such and fo numerous was their chivalry ; 

At fight whereof the Fiend yet more preAun'd, 345 

And to our Saviour thus his words renewed. 

137. Such forces met not, nor To wide z camp^ 
When Agrican, &c.] What Milton here alludes to, 19 related in 
Boiardo*s Orlando Innamoiato, L. 1. Canto z. where |[thc number 
o^ forces which Agrican fhc Tartar king brings into the field, is 
isid to be no lefs thai) two millinn two hundred thouf^^nd. 
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That thou may'ft know I feek not to engage 
Thy virtue, and not every way fecurc 
On no (light grounds thy fafety ; hear, and mark 
To what end I have biought thee hither and (hown 350 
All this fair fight ; thy kingdom though foretold 
By Propb^^t or by Angel, unlefe thou 
Endeavor, as thy father David did. 
Thou never ihalt obtain ; prediction fiill 
Jn all things, and all men, fuppofes means, 355 

Without means us'd, what it predids revokes. 
But fay thou wert pofTefsM of David's throne 
By free confent of all, none oppoiit, 
Samaritan or Jew ; how could 'ft thou hope 
^Long to enjoy it quiet and fecure, 36^ 

Between twofuch incloiing enemies 
Roman and Parthian ? therefore one of thefe ' 
Thou muft make fure thy own, the Parthian firft 
By my advice, as nearer, ^ii4oflatQ\ 
^ound able by invafion to annoy . 365 

•Thy country', and captive lead away her kings ' 
Antigonus, and old Hyrcanus bound, 
Maugre the Roman : it (hall be my taik 
To render thee the Parthian at difpofe ; 
Jphoofe which thou wilt by conqueft or by league. 37a 
By him thou (halt regain, without him not. 
That which alone can truly reinftall thee 
In David's royal feat, his true fucce(ror. 
Deliverance of thy brethren, thofe ten tribes 
Whofe ofspring in his territory yet ferve, 375 

In Habor^ and among the Medes difpers'd ; 
Ten fons of Jacob, two of Jofeph loft 
Thus long from Ifrael, ferving as of old 
Their fathers in the land of Egypt ferv'd, ' 
This offer fets bcfcwc thee to deliver. 380 
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Thefe if from fervitade thoa fhalt reftore 

To. their Inheritance, then, nor till then. 

Thou on the throne of David in full glory. 

From Egypt to Euphrates and beyond 

Shalt reign, and Rome or Caefar not need fear. 38c 

To whom onr Saviour anfwerM thus unmov'd. 
. Much oftentation vain of fleOily arm, 
I And fragil arms, much inftrument of war 
I Long in preparing, foon to nothing brought, 
L Before mine eyes thou' haft fet ; and in my ear 390 
Vested much policy, and projeds deep 
Of enemies, of aids, battels and leagues, 
Plaufible to the world, to me worth nought. 
Means I muft ufe thou fay*ft, predidlion elfc 
Will unpredidl and fail me of the throne : ^gr 

My time I told thee (and that time for thee 
Were better fartheft off) is not yet come ; 
When that comes, think not thou to find me flack 
On my part ought endeavoring, or to need 
Thy politic maxims, or that cumbcrfome 400 

Luggage of war there (hown me, argument 
Of human weakncfs rather than of ftrcngth. 
My brethren, as thou call'il them, thofe ten tribes 
I muft deliver^ if I mean to reign 
David's true heir, and his full fcepter fway 405 

To juft extent over all Ifrael's fons ; 
But whence to thee this zeal, where was it then 
For Ifrael, or for David, or his throne. 
When thou ftood'ft up his tempter to the pride 
Of numb'ring Ifrael, which coft the lives ,410 

Of threefcore and ten thoufand Ifraelites 
By three days peftilence ? fuch was thy zeal 
To Ifrael then, the fame that now to me. 
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As for thofe captive tribes, themfelves were they 

Who wrought their own captivity, fell off 415 

From God to worfliip calves, the deities 

Of Egypt, Baal next and Aihtaroth, 

And ^1 th' idolatries of Heathen round, 

Befides their other worfe than heath'nifh crimes ; 

Nor in the land of their captivity 420 

Humbled themfelves, or penitent befought 

The God of their forefathers ; but fo dy'd 

Impenitent, and left a race behind 

Like to themfelves, diHinguifhable fcarce 

From Gentiles, bat by circumciiion vain, 425 

And God with idols in their worfhip joined. 

Should I of thefe the liberty regard. 

Who freed, as to their ancient patrimony, \ 

Unhumbled, unrepentant, unreform'd, .♦ j 

Headlong would follow' ; and to their Gods perhaps j 

Of Bethel and of Dan ? no, let them ferve 43« ' 1 

Their enemies, who ferve idols with God. ' 

Yet he at length, time to himfelf beft known^ 

Remembring Abraham, by fome wondrous call 

May bring them back repentant and fmcere, 435 

And at their paffing cleave th' Affyrian flood. 

While to their native land with joy they haile. 

As the Red Sea and Jordan once he cleft. 

When to the promis'd land their fathers pafs'd ; 

To his due time and providence I leave them. 440 

So fpake IfraePs true king, and to the Fiend • 
Made anfwer meet, that made void all his wiles. 
So fares it when with truth falihood contends. 

Tie End of the Third Bot^k. 
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PErplex'd and troubled at his bad faccefs 
The Tempter ftood, nor had what to reply, 
Difcover'd in his fr&vid, thrown from his hope 
So oft, and the perfuafive rhetoric 
That fleek'd his tongue, and won fo much on Eve, 5 
So little here, nay' loft j but Eve was Eve, 
This far his over-match, who felf-deceivM 
And raih, before-hand had no better weighed 
The ftrength he was to cope with, or his own : 
But as a man who had been matchlefs held 10 

In cunning, over-reach'd where leaft he thought. 
To ialve his credit, and for very fpite. 
Still will be tempting him who foils him ftill. 
And never ceafe, though to his fhame the more; 
Or as a fwarm of flies in vintage time, 15 

About the wine-prefs where fweet Muft is pour'd. 
Beat off, returns as oft with humming found ; 
Or faring waves againft a folid rock. 
Though all to Ihivers dafli'd, th' aflault renew. 
Vain battery, and in froth or bubbles end ; 20 

So Satan, whom repulfe upon repulfe 
Met ever, and to fhameful iilence brought. 
Yet gives not o'er though defp*rate of fuccefs. 
And his vain importunity purfues. 
He brought our Saviour to the wcftern fide 25 
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Of that high mountainy whence he might behold 

Another plain, long bat in breadth not wide, 

Wafli'd by the fouthern iea, and on the north 

To equal length back'd with a ridge of hills, "*^ 

That fcreenM the fruits of th* earth and feats of men 30 

From cold Septentrion blafls, thence in the midft 

Divided by a river, of whofe banks 

On each fide an imperial city Hood, 

With tow'rs and temples proudly elevate 

On fev'n fmall hills, with palaces adorn'd, 35 

Porches and theatres, baths, aquedudb. 

Statues and trophies, and triumphal arcs. 

Gardens and groves prefented to his eyes, 

^bove the heighth of mountains interpos'd : 

By what flrange parallax or optic ikill 40 

Of vifion multiply 'd through air, or glafs 

Of telcfcope, were curious to inquire : 

And now the Tempter thus his filence broke. 

The city which thou feed no other deem 
Than great and glorious Rome, queen of the earth 45 
So far renown'd, and with the fpoils enrich'd 
Of nations ; there the capitol thou feeft 
Above the reft lifting his ftately head* 
On the Tarpeian rock, her citadel 
Impregnable, and there mount Palatine, 5^ 

Th' imperial palace, compafs huge, and high 
The ftrufture, fkill of nobleft architedkg. 
With gilded battlements, confpicuous far. 
Turrets and terrafes, and glitt'ring fpires. 
Many a fair edifice befides, more like 55 

Houfes of God, (fo well I have difpos'd 
My airy microfcope) thou may'ft behold 
Outfide and infide both, pillars knd roofs. 
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Carv'd work, the hand of fam'd artificers 
In cedar, marble, ivory or gold. 60 

Tkcnce to the gates caft. round thine eye, and fee 
What conflux ifluing forth, or entring in, 
Pretors, proconfuls to their provinces 
Hafting, or on return, in robes of ftate ; 
Lidlors and rods, the cnfigns of their power, 65 

Legions and cohorts, turms of horfe and wings : 
Or embaiSes from regions far remote 
In various habits on the Appian road 
Or on th' Emilian, fome from far theft fouth, 
Syene*, and where the ihadow both way falls, 70 
Meroe Nilotic ifle, and more to weft. 
The realm of Bocchus to the Black-moor fea ; 
From th* Afian Kings and Parthian among thefe. 
From India and the golden Cherfonefe, 
And utmoft Indian ifle Taprobane, 75 

Dufk faces with white filkcn t urban ts wreath'd ; 
From Gallia, Gades, and the Britifti weft, 
Germans' and Scythians, and Sarmatians north 
Beyond Danubius to the Tauric pool. 
All nations now to Rome obedience pay, 80 

To Rome's great emperor, whofe wide domain 
In ample territory, wealth and power. 
Civility of manners, arts and arms, 
And long renown, thou juftly may'ft prefer 
Before the Parthian ; thefe two thrones except, 8^ 
The reft are barb'roas, and fcarce worth the fight, 
Shar'd among petty kings too far removM ; 
Thefe having (hown thee, I have fliovvui thee all 
The kingdoms of the world, and all their glory. 
This empe'ror hath no fon, and now is old, 90 

Old and lafcivious, and from Rome retir*d 
To Capre« an ifland fmall but ftrong 
D 
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On the Campanian fhore, with parpoie there 

His horrid lufts in private to enjoy. 

Committing to a wicked favorite g^ 

All public cares, and yet of him fafpicious. 

Hated of all, and hating; with what caff. 

Indued with regal virtues as thou art. 

Appearing, and beginning noble deeds, 

Might'Il thou expel this monHer from his throne loo 

Now made a flye, and in his place afcending 

A vidor people free fv^m fcrvile yoke ? 

And with my help thou may'fl ; to me the power 

Is giy'n, and by that right I give it thee. 

Aim therefore at no lefs than all the world, 105 

Aim at the high'ed, without the high'eft attained 

Will be for thee no fitting, or not long. 

On David's throne,, be prophecy'd what will. 

To whom the Son of God unmov'd reply'd. 
Nor doth this grandeur and majeflic (how 1 10 

Of luxury, though calPd magnificence. 
More than of arms before, allure mine eye. 
Much lef^ my mind ; though thou ihould'ft add to tell 
Their fumptuOus gluttonies, and gorgeous feafts 
On citron tables or Atlantic Hone, . 115 

(For I have alfo hcar'd, perhaps have read) 
Their wines of Setia, Cales, and Falemc, 
Chios, and Crete,* and how they quaffln gold, 
Cryflal and myrrhine cups imbofs'd with gems 
And ftuds of pearl, to me Ihould'ft tell who thirft 120 
And hunger ftill : then embaflies ^ou ihow'ft 
From nations far and nigh ; what honor that. 
But tedious wafle of time to fit and hear 
So many hollow compliments and lie^, 
Outlandifli flatteries f then procced'ft to talk 125 
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Of th* emperor, how eafily fubdued. 
How glonoudy ; I ihall, thoa fay'fty expel 
A brutifh monf^r : what if I withal 
Expel a Devil who &r& made him fuch ? 
Let his tormenter confcience find him out ; 1 30 

For him I was not fent, nor yet to fret 
. That people vidlor once, now yile and bafe 
~ Defervedly made vaifal, who once juft 
Frugal^ and mild, and template, conqaer'd well. 
Bat govern ill the nations ander yoke, 13^ 

Peeling their provinces, exhauftod all 
By lull and rapin ; firft ambitious grown 
Of triumph, that infalting vanity ; 
Then cruel, by their fports to blood inur'd 
Of fighting beatts, and men to beads expoj'd, 1 40 
Luxurious by their wealth, and greedier flill 
And from the daily fcene efi«minate. 
What wife and valiant man would feek to fite 
Thefc thus degenerate, by themfelves inflavM, 
Or could of inward (laves make outward free ? 145 
Know therefore when my 4eafon comes (o fit 
On David's throne, it fhall be like a tree 
Spreading and overfhadowing all the earth. 
Or as a ftone that (hall to pieces dafh 
All monarchies befides throughout the world, 15c 
And of my kingdom there fhall be no end : 
Means there ihall be to this, but what the means. 
Is not for thee to know, nor me to tell. 

To whom the Tempter impudent reply'd. 
I fee all offers made by me how flight 155 

Thou valued, becaufc offer'd, and rejedl'ft ; 
Nothing will pleafe the difilcult and nice. 
Or nothing more than ftill to contradiiSl ; 
D 2 
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On th* other fide know alfo thou, that I 

On what loffer fct as high efteem, • 160 

Nor what I part with mean to give for nought ; 

All thefe which in a moment thou bchold*ft 

The kingdoms of the world to thee I give ; 

For giv'n to me, I give to whom I pleafe. 

No trifle ; yet with this refer ve, not elfe, 1*65 

On this condition, if thou wilt fall down. 

And worfhip me as thy fuperior lord, 

Eafily done, and hold them all of me ; 

For what can lefs fo great a gift deferve ? 

Whom thus our Saviour anfwer'd with difdain. 1 70 
J never lik'd thy talk, thy offers lefs. 
Now both abhor, £nce thou hail dar'd to utter 
Th' abominable terms, impious condition ; 
But I indure the time, till which expir'd. 
Thou haft permiflion on me. It is written 175 

The firft of all commandments. Thou (halt worfhip 
The Lord thy God, and only him fhalt ferve ; 
And dar'ft thon to the Son of God propound 
To worfhip thee accurs'd, now more accurs'd 
For this attempt bolder than that on Eve, 1 80 

And more blafphemous ? which expedl to rue. 
The kingdoms of the world to thee were given. 
Permitted rather, and by thee ufurp'd ; 
Other donation none thou can ft produce : 
If giv'n, by whom but by the king of kings, 185 
- God over all fupreme ? if giv'n to thee. 
By thee how fairly is the giver now 
Repaid ? But gratitude in thee is loft 
Long fince. Wert thou fo void of fear or fhame. 
As offer them to me the Son of God, 19Q 

To me my own, on fuch abhorred paft, 
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That I fall down and worfliip thee as God ? 
Get thee behind me ; plain thou now appear'fl 
That evil one, Satan for ever damn'd. 

To whom the Fiend with fear aba(h?d reply M. 195 
Be not fo fore offended. Son of God, 
Though fons of God both Angels are and Men, 
, If I to try whether in higher fort 
Than thefe thou bear'ft that title, have proposed 
What both from Men and Angels I receive, 200 

Tetrarchs of fire, air, flood, and on the earth 
Nations befides from all the quartered winds, 
God of this world invok'd and world beneath ; 
Who then thou art, whofe coming is foretold 
To me fo fatal, me it mofk concerns. 205 

The trial hath indamag'd thee no way, 
Rather more honor left and more efleem ; 
Me nought advantag'd, miifing what I aim'd. 
Therefore let paft, as they arc tranijtory. 
The kingdoms of this word ; I ihall no more 210 
Advife thee; gain them as thou can ft, or not. 
And thou thyfelf feem'fl otherwife inclined 
Than to a worldly crown, addided more 
To contemplation and profound difpute. 
As by that early adion may be judg'd, 215 

When flipping from thy mother's eye thou went'fl 
Alone into the Temple ; there wall found 
Among the grayeft Rabbles difputant 
On points and queilions fitting Mofes chair. 
Teaching not taught ; the childhood fliows the Man, 
As morning fliows the day. Be famous then 221 

219. fitting Mofes chair.] Mofes chair was that in 

which the dolors fitting, expounded the ^aw^ eitiier publickly to 
(he people, or privately to their difciples. 

D3 
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By wifdom ; as thy empire muft extend 

So lt;t extend thy mind o'er all the world 

In knowledge, all things in it comprehend : 

All knowled'^e is not couch'd in Mofes Law, 225 

The Pentateuch,, or what the Prophets wrote ; 

The Gentiles alfo know, and write and teach 

To admiration, led by nature's light ; 

And with the Gentiles much thou muft convcrfe. 

Ruling them by perfuafion as thou mean'ft ; 2^ 

Without their learning how wilt thou with them^ 

Or they with thee hold converfation meet ? 

How wilt thou reafon with them, how refute 

Their idolifms, traditions, paradoxes ? 

Error by his own arms is beft evinc'd. ^35 

Lock once more ere we leave this fpecular mount 

Weflward, much nearer by fouthwcfl, behold 

Where on the Mgca,n fhore a city (lands 

Built nobly, pure the a:r, and light the foilj 

Athens the eye of Greece, mother of arts 24O 

And eloquence, native to fainous wits 

Or hofpitable, in her fweet recefs, 

City* or fuburban, ftudious walks $h5 flijides 5 

See there the olive grove of Academe,. 

Plato's retirethent, where the Attic t>ird 245 

Trills her thick-warbled notes the fiimmer long ; 

There ffow'ry hill Jlymettus with the found 

Of bees induflrious murmur oft invites ' 

To ftudious mufing ; there Iliffus rolls 

Hi« whifp'ring ftream : within the walls thtn view 250 

The fchools of ancient fages ; his who bred 

•245. the At!ic bird] The nightingale, for Philo- 

inela who according to the fable was changed into a nightingale, 
was the d9ughtcr of Pjirdion King of Athens. 
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Great Alexander to fubdue the world, 

Lyceum there^ and painted Stoa next : 

There thou fhalt hear and learn the fecret power 

Of harmqny in tones and numbers hit Z55 

By voice or hand, and various-meafnr'd verfe, 

^qiiah charms and Dorian lyric odes. 

And his who gave them breath, but higher fung. 

Blind Melefighes thence Homer call'd, 

Whofe poem Phoebus challenged for his own. 260 

Thence what the lofty grave tragedians taught 

In Chorus or Iambic, teachers beft 

Of moral prudence, with delight received 

In brief fententious precepts, while they treat 

Of fate, and chance, and chang;e in human life ; 265 

High aftions, and high paflions belt defcribing : 

Thence to the famous orators repair, 

Thofe ancient, whofe refiftlefs eloquence 

Wielded at will that fierce democratic. 

Shook th* arfenal and fulmin'd over Greece, 270 

To Macedon and Artaxerxes throne : 

To fage philofophy next lend thine ^ar,, 

From Heaven defcended to the low-rooft houfe 

Of Socrates ; fee there his tenement. 

Whom well infpirM the oracle pronounc'd, 275 

Wifeil of men ; from whofe mouth iffued forth 

Mellifluous ftreams that watered all the fchools 

Of Academics old and new, with thofe 

SimamM Peripatetics^ and the fedt . 

Epicurean, and the Stoic fev^ re ; 280 

Thefc here revolve, or, as thou lik'ft, at home. 

Till time mature thee to a kingdom's weight; 

The^vfttles will render thee a king complete 

Withiii ihyfelf, much more with empire join'd. 
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To whom oar Saviour fagely thus TCpIy*d. 285 

Think not but that I know thefe things, or think 
I know them not ; not therefore am I fliort 
Of knowing what I ought : he who receives 
Light from above, from the fountain of light. 
No other dodlrin needs, though granted true ; 29© 
But thefe are falfe, or little elfe but dreams, 
Conjedlures, fancies, built on nothing firm. 
The firft and wifeft of them all profefs'd 
To know this only, that he nothing knew ; 
The next to fabling fell and fmooth conceits ; 295 
A third fort doubted all things, though plain fenfe j 
Others in virtue plac'd felicity. 
But virtue join'd with riches and long life ; 
in corporal pleafure he, and carelefs eafe ; 
The Stoic laft in philofophic pride, 300 

By him call'd virtue ; and his virtuous man) 
Wife, perfedl in himfelf, and all pofleffing. 
Equals to God, oft fhames not to prefer. 
As fearing God nor man, contemning all 
•7ealth, pleafure, pain or torment,-death and life, 305 
Which when he lifts, he leaves, or boafts he can. 
For all his tedious talk is but vain boaft. 
Or fubtle ihifts convidlion to evade. 
Alas what can they teach> and not mi (lead. 
Ignorant of themfelves, of God much more, 319 

And how the world began, and how man fell 
Degraded by himfelf, on grace depending ? 
.Much of the foul they talk, but all awry. 
And in themfelves feek virtue, and to themfelves 
All glory arrogate, to God give none, 315 

Rather accufe him under ufual names. 
Fortune and Fate, as one regardlefs quite 
Of mortal things. Who therefore feeks in thefe 
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True wifdom, finds her not, or by delufion . 

Far worfe, her faife refemblance only meets, 320 

An empty cloud. However many books. 

Wife men have faid, are wearifome ; who reads 

IncefTantly, and to his reading brings not 

A fpirit and judgement equal or fuperior, 

(And what he brings, what needs he elfewhere fcek r) 

Uncertain and unfettled ilill remains, .326 

Deep vers'd in books and (hallow in himfeif. 

Crude or intoxicate, colleding toys. 

And trifles for choice matters, worth a fpunge ; 

As children gathering pebbles on the fhore, 330 

Or if I would delight my private hours 

With mufic or with poem, where fb foon 

As in our native language can I find 

That fclace ? All our law and (lory llrow'd ' 

With hymns, our pfalms with artful terms infcrib'J, 

Our 'Hebrew fongs and harps in Babylon, 3-6 

That pleas'd fo well our viftor's ear, declare, 

That rather Greece from us thefe arts derived ; 

111 imitated, while they iouded (ing 

The vices of their Deities, and their own 340 

In fable, hymn or fong, fo perfonating 

Their Gods ridiculous, and themfelves paft (hame. 

Remove their fwelling epithets thick laid 

As varnilh on a harlot's check, the reft 

Thin fown with ought of pr9(it or delight, 345 

Will far be found unworthy to compare 

With Sion's fongs, to all true taftes excelling, 

, Where God is prais'd aright, and God-like men. 
The Holieft of Holies, and his Saints ; 
Such are from God infpir'd, not fuch from thee, 350 
Unlefs where moral virtue is exprefs*d 

By light of nature not^'m all q^uite loft. 
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Their orators thou then cxtolPft, as thofe 

The top of eloqacnce, ftatifts indeed^ 

And lovers of their country , as may fecm ; J55 

But herein to our prophets far beneath. 

As men divinely taught^ and better teaching 

The folid rules of civil goyeramenc 

In their majeftic unafie^ed (tile 

Than all the' oratory of Greece and Rome. j6o 

In them is plained taught, and eafieU learnt. 

What makes a nation happy', and keeps it fo. 

What ruins kingdoms, and lays citi^ flat ; 

Thcfe only with X)ttr law beft form a king.- 

So fpake the Son of God ; but Satan now 365 
Quite at a lofs, for all his darts were fptnt. 
Thus to our Saviour with'ftcm brow reply'd. 

Since neither wealtk, nor honor^ arms nor arts, 
Kingdomnor empiriB pleafes thee, nor ought 
By me propos'd in life contemplative, 370 

Or a^ive, tended on by glory' or fame. 
What dofl thou in this world? the wiMemefs 
For thee is fitteft place ; I found thee there. 
And thither will return thee ; yet remember 
What I forctel thee, foon thou fhalt havecaufc 37 j 
To wiih thou never hadft rejected thus 
Nicely or cautioufly my ofFer'd aid. 
Which would haye fet thee in fhort time with eafe 
On David's throne, or throne of all the world. 
Now at full age, fulncfs of time, thy feafon, 380 
When prophecies of thee are bed fulfilled. 
Now contrary, if I read ought in Heaven, 
Or Heav'n write ought of fate, by what the ftars 
Volumiaous, or ftnglc cli^ra&c«. 
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In their conjondion met» give me to fpel], 3S5 

Soffowa, and labors, oppofitioh, . hate 
Attends thee, icoms;. reproaches, injuries. 
Violence and ftripes, and laftly cruel death ; 
A kingdom tliey portend thee, but what kingdom. 
Real or allegoric I di/cem not, 39® 

Nor when, eternal fure, as without end. 
Without beginning ; for no date prefixed 
Diredtt me in the ilarry rubric fet. * 

So fay'ing he took (for ftill he knew his power 
Not yet expir'd) and to the wilderncfs 395 

Brought back the Son of God, and left him there. 
Feigning to difappear. Darknefs now rofc. 
As day-light funk, and brought in louring night 
Her ihadowy offspring, unfubflantial both, 
Privation mei^e of light and abfent day. 400 

Our Saviour meek and with untroubled mind 
After his airy jaunt, though hurried ilbre. 
Hungry and cold betook him to his reft. 
Wherever, under fome concourfe of Ihades, 404 

Whofe branching arms thick intertwined might (hield 
From dews and damps of night his {helter*d head. 
But ihelter'd flept in Tain, for at his head 
The Tempter watch'd, and foon with ugly dreams 
Difturb'd his fleep ; and either tropic now 409 

*Gan thunder, and both ends of Heav'n, the clouds 
From many a horrid rift abortive pour'd 
Fierce rain with lightning mix'd, water with fire 
In ruin reconcil'd ; nor flept the winds 
Within their llony caves, but rulh'd abroad 
From the four hinges of the world, and fell 415 

On the vex'd wildernefs, whofe talleft pines, ' 

Though rooted deep as high, and ftutdieft oak% 
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Bow*d their ftilF necks, leaden with flormy blafts. 
Or torn up ftieer : ill waft thou (hrouded then, 
O patient Son of God, yet only flood'ft 420 

Unfhaken ; nor yet ftay'd the terror there. 
Infernal ghofts, and Hellifh furies, round 
Environ'd thee, fomehowlM, fomeyeird, fome fhrick'd. 
Some bent at thee their £ery darts, while thou 
Satil unappaird in calm and finlefs peace. 425 

Thus pafs'd the night fo foul, till morning fair 
Came forth with pilgrim fteps in amice gray. 
Who with her radiant finger ftill'd the roar 
Of thunder, chas'd the clouds, and laid the winds. 
And grifly fpeftres, which the Fiend had rais'd 430 
To tempt the Son of God with terrors dire. 
And now the fun with more efFedlual beams 
Had chear'd the face of earth, and dry'd the wet 
From drooping plant; or dropping tree ; the birds, - 
Who all things now heboid more frefh and green, 43 c 
After a night of ftorm fo ruinous, 
Clear'd up their choicell notes in bufhand fpray 
To gratulate the fweet return of morn ; 
Nor yet araidft this joy and brighteft morn 
Was abfeht, after all his mifchief done, 4^0 

'The prince of darknefs, glad would alfo fcem 
Of this fair change, and to our Saviour came. 
Yet with no new device, they all were fpent. 
Rather by this his laft aiTront refolv'd, 
Defp'erate of better courfe, to vent his rage, 44^ 
And mad defpite to be fo oft repeird. 
Him walking on a funny hill he found, 
Back'd on the north and weft by a thick wood ; 
Out of the wood he ftarts in wonted iliape. 
And in a carelefs mood thus to him faid. 450 
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Fair morning yet betides thee. Son of God, 
After a difmal night ; I heard the wrack 
As earth and fky would mingle ; but myfelf 
Wasdiftant ; and thefe flaws, though mortals fear them 
As dang'rous to the pillared frame of Heav*n, 455 
Or to -the earth's dark bafis underneath. 
Are to the main as inconfiderable. 
And harmlefs, if not wholefome as a fnecze 
To man's lefs univerfe, and fo6n are gone ; 
Yet as being oft times noxious where they light 460 
On man, beaft, plant, waflful and turbulent. 
Like turbulencies in th' alTairi of men, 
O^er whbfe heads they roar, and feen^ to point. 
They oft fort fignify and .threaten ill : 
This tempeil at this defert mod was bent ; 465 

Of men at thee, for only thou here dwell'il* 
Did I not teil thee, if thou didft rejeft 
The pcrfed fcafon offerM with my aid 
To win thy deflin'd feat, but wilt prolong 
All to the pufh of fate, purfue thy way 470 

Of gaining Da\rid's throne no man knows when. 
For both the when and how is no where told,^ 
Thou fhalt be what thou art ordain'd, no doubt ; 
For Angels have proclaim'd it, but concealing 
The time and means : each aft is rightlieft done, 475 
Not when it spufl, but when it may be befl. 
If thou obferve not this, be fure to find. 
What I foretold thee, many a hard aflay 
Of dangers and adverfities, and pains. 
Ere thou of Ifrael's fcepter get faft hold ; 480 

Whereof this ominous night that clos'd thee round> 
So many terrors, voices, prodigies 
May warn thee, as a fure fore-going iign. 
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So talk'd he, while the Son of God went on 
And ftay'd nOt, bnt in brief him anfwer'd thus. 485 

Me W0tfl!l .€han w^ t^u find'ft not ; other harm 
Thofe t^Mlrs which jfiou fpeak'ft of, did me none^ 
I nevet iear'4 tfaef^oald, though noifing loud 
And threatnihg nigh ; what they can do as figns 
Betokening, or ill boding, I contemn 49a 

As falfe portents, not fent from God, but thee; 
Who knowing I ihall reign paft thy f>fe venting, 
Obtrud^ft thy ofier*d aid, that I accepting 
At leaft might feem to hold all pow*r of thee. 
Ambitious Spi'rit, and wouldft be thought my God, 
And ilorm'fl refus'd, thinking to terrify 496 

Me to thy will ; defift, thou art diA:em'd 
And toiPfi in vain, nor me in vain moled. 

To whom the Fiend now fwoln with rage reply 'd. 
Then hear, O Son of David, Virgin-bom ; 500 

For Son of God to me is yet in doubt : 
Of the Meffiah I have heard foretold 
By all the prophets : of thy birth at length * 
Announc'd by Gabriel with the firft I knew, 
And of th' angelic fong in Bethlehem field, 505 

On thy birth-night, that fung thee Saviour born. 
From that time feldom have I ceas'd to eye 
Thy infancy, thy childhood; and thy youth. 
Thy manhood'laft, though yet in private bred ; 
Till at the ford of Jordan whither all 51^ 

Flock'd to the Baprifl, I among the reft. 
Though not to be baptized, by voice from Heaven 
Heard thee pronounc'd the Son of God belov'd. 
Thenceforth I thought thee worth my nearer View 
And narrower fcrutiny, that I might learn 515 
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In what degree or meaning thou art callM 

The Son of God, which bears no fingle fenfe ; 

The Son of God I alfo am, or was. 

And if I was, I am ; relation (lands ; 

All men are Sons of God ; yet thee I thought 520 

In feme tefjpeA far higher fo declar'd. 

Therefore I watch'd thy fbotfteps from thft hour. 

And follow'd thee flill on to this wafte wild ; 

Where by all beft con j enures I colled 

Thou art to be my fatal enemy. 525 

Good reafon then, if I before-hand feek 

To underftand my adverfary, who 

And what he is ; his wifdom, pow'r, intent ; 

Byparl, or compofition, truce, or league 

To win him, or win from him what I can. 530 

An opportunity t here hav^e had 

To try thee, fift thee, and confefs have found thee 

Proof againft all temptation, as a rock 

Of adamant, and as a center, firm. 

To th' utmoft of mere man both wife and gdod, 53J; 

Not more; for honors, riches, kingdoms, glory 

Have been before contemn'd, and may again ; 

Therefore to know what more thou art than man. 

Worth naming Son of God by voice from Heaven, 

Another method I muft now begin. 540 

So fay'ing he caught him up, and without wing 
Of hippogrif bore through the air fubliific 
Over the wildemefs and o'er the plain ; 
Till underneath them fair Jerufalem, 
The holy city lifted high her towers, 54^ 

And higher yelthe glorious temple rear'd 
Her pile, far olf appearing like a mount 
Of alabafler, topt with golden fpires : 
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There on the higheft pinacle he ftt 

The Son of God, and added thus in fcorn, 550 

There fland, if thou wilt ftand; to fland upright 
Will afk thee ikill : I to thy father's houfe 
Have brought thee', and highefl plac'd, higheftis beft. 
Now ftiow> thy progeny ; ifnottoftand. 
Call thyfelf down j fafely, if Son of God : 555 

For it is written. He will-give command 
Concerning thee to his Angels^ in their hands 
They Ihall uplift thee, left at any time 
Thou chance to dafh thy foot againft a Aone. 

To whom thus Jefus ; Alfo it is written^ 560 

Tempt not the Lord thy God : he faid.an4>^qpd : 
But Satan fmitten with amazement fell. - 
As when earth's fon Antseus (to compare 
Small things with greateft) in IraiTa ft rove 
With Jove's Alcides, and oft foil'd ftill rofc, 565 
Receiving from his mother earth new ftrength, 
Frefh from his fall, and fiercer grapple join'd. 
Throttled at length in th' air, expir'd and fell ; 
So after many a foil the Tempter proud. 
Renewing frefh aflaults, amidft his pride , 570 

Fell whence he ftood to fee his vidor falK 
And as that Theban monfter that propos'd 
Her riddle, and him, who folv'd it not, derour'd. 
That once found out and folv'd, for grief and fpite 
Caft herfelf headlong from the Ifmenian fteep ; 575 
So ftruck with dread and anguifti fell the Fiendl 
And to his crew, that fat confulting, brought 
Joylefs triumphals of his hop'd fuccefs, 

572. And as that Theban manfler, &c.] The Sphmsr, wboft 
riddk being refolved by Oedipus, (be threw herfelf into the fet. 
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Rain, and defperation, and difmay. 

Who duft proudly tempt the Son of God. 580 

So Satan fell ; and ftrait a fiery globe 

Of Angels on full fail of wing flew nigh. 

Who on their plumy vans receiv'd him foft 

From his uneafy Nation, and upbore 

As on a floting 'couch through the blithe air, 585 

Then in a flow'ry valley fet him down 

On a green bank, and fet before him fpread 

A table of celeflial food, divine 

Ambrofial fruits, fetch'd from the tree of life. 

And from the fount of life ambrofial drink, 590 

That foon refrefh'd hiin wearied, and repair*d 
,What hunger, if ought hunger had impair'd* 

Or thirfl ; and as he fed, angelic quires 

Sung heav'nly anthems of his viflory 

Over temptation, and the Tempter proud. 595 

- True Image of the Father, whether thron'd 

In the bofom of blifs^ and light of light 

Conceiving, or remote from Heav*n, infliriaM 

In fielhly tabernacle, and human form, 

Wand'ring the wildernefs, whatever place, 600 

Habit, or flate, or motion, ilill expreffing - 

The Son of God, with God-like force indued 

Againfl th* attempter of thy Father's throne, . 

And thief of Paradife ; him long of old 

Thou didfl debel, and down from Heav'n cafl doij 

With all his army, now thou haft aveng'd 

Supplanted Adap, and by vanquifhing 

Temptation, hall regained loft Paradife ; 

And fruftrated the conqueft fraud uleat : 

He never more irencefdrth will dare fet foot 610 

In Paradife to tempt ; his fnares are broke ; 
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For though that feat of earthly blifs be fail'd, 

A fairer Paradife is founded now 

For Adam and his chofen fons, whom thou 

A Saviour art come down to re-inftalt 6 1 5 

Where they fliall dwell fecure, when time fhall be. 

Of Tempter and temptation without fear. 

But thou, infernal Serpent, ihalt not long 

Rule in the clouds ; like an autumnal ftar 

Or lightning thou (halt fall from Heav'n, trod down 620 

Under his feet: for proof, ere this thou fecVB: 

Thy wound, yet not thy laft and deadlieft- wound. 

By this.repulfe received, and hold'ft in Hell 

No triumph ; in all her gates Abaddon rues 

Thy bold attempt ; hereafter learn with awe 625 

To dread the Son of God : he all unarm'd 

Snail chace thee with the^-terror of his voice 

From thy demoniac holds, pofleilion foul. 

Thee and thy legions ; yelling they fhall fly. 

And beg to hide them in a herd of fwine, 630 

lft& he command them down into the deep 

Bound, 9nd to torm«nt fent before their tioie* 

Hail Son of the mofi! High, heir of both worlds* 

Qneller of Satan, on thy glorious work 

Now enter, ted begin (o fave mankind. ^ 63$ 

Thus they the Son of God our Savioar meek 
Sang vidtor, and from heavenly frail refrefh'd 
Brought on his way with joy ; he unobferv*d 
Home to his mother's houfe private returned. 
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is called Tragedy. 
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iRAGEDY as it was anciently compofed, 
hath been ever held the graveft, moraleft, 
and moft profitable of all other poems : 
therefore faid by Ariftotle to be of power by 
raifing pity and fear, or terror, to purge the 
mind of thofe and fuch like pafHons, that is, to 
temper and reduce them to juft meafure with a 
kind of delight, ftirred up by reading or feeing thofe 
paffions well imitated- Nor is nature wanting in 
her own cffefls to niake good his affertion : fof Co 
in phyfic things of melancholic hue and quality are 
ufed againft melancholy, four againft four, fait to 
remove fait humours.. Hence philofophers and other 
graveft writers, as Cicero, Plutarch and others, fre- 
quently cite out of tragic poets, both to adorn and 
illuftrate their difcourfe. The Apoftle Paul him- 
felf thought it not unworthy to infert a verfe of Eu- 
ripides into the text of Holy Scripture, i Cor. XV, 
33. and Paracus commenting on the Revelation, 
divides the whole book as a tragedy, into adls di- 
ftinguifhed each by a chorus of heavenly harpings 
and fong between. Heretofore men in higheft dig- 
nity have labored not a little to be thought able to 
compofe a tragedy. Of that honor Dionyfius the 
elder was no lefs ambitious, than before of his at- 
taining to the tyranny. Auguftus Caefar alfo had 
begun his Ajax, but unable to pleafe his own judg- 
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ment with what he had begun, left it unfinifliec'. 
Seneca the philofopher is by fome thought the au- 
thor of thoTe tragedies (at leaft the beft of them) 
that go iinder that name. Gregory Naauanzen, a 
Father of the church, thought it not unbefeeming 
the fandlity of his perfon to write a tragedy, which 
is intiilcd Chrift Suffering, This is mentioned t6 
vindicate tragedy from the fmall efteem, br rather 
infamy, which in the account of many it undergoes ! 
at this day with other common interludes; happeninft 
through the poet's error of intermixing comic ftua 
with tragic fadnefs and gravity ; or introducing tri« 
vial and vulgar perfons, which by all judicious bath 
been counted abfurd ; and brought in without dif- 
cretion, corruptly to gratify the people. And though 
ancient tragedy ule no prologue, yet ufing fome* 
times, in cafe of felf-defenfe, or explanation, that 
which Martial calls an epiftle ; in behalf of this 
tragedy coming forth after the ancient manner, 
much different from what among us pailes for 
beft, thus much before-hand may be epiftled ; that 
chorus is here introduced after the Greek manner, 
not ancient only but modern, and ftill in ufe among 
the Italians, in the modelling therefore of this 
poem, with good reafon, the Ancients and Italians 
are rather followed, as of much more authority and 
fame. The meafurc of verfe ufed in the chorus is 
of all forts, called by the Greeks Monoftrophic, or 
rather Apolelymenon, without regard had to Stro- 
phe, Antiftrophe or Epod, which were a kind ok 
ftanza's framed only for the mufic, then ufed with 
the chbrus that fung ; not eflential to the poem, 
and therefore not material ; or being divided into 
ftanza's or paufes, they may be called Allaeoftropha. 
Diviiion into a£l and fcene referring chiefly to the 

ftage 
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(to which this work never was intended) is 

emitted. 

uffices if the whole drama be found not pro«^ 

beyond the fifth ad. Of the4lile and uni- 
ty^ and thatcommonly called the plot, whe- 
intricate or explicit, which is nothing indeed 
ich oeconomy, or difpofition of the fabit as 
fland beft with verfimilitude and decorum ; 
^nly will beft judge who are not unacquainted 
/Efchylus, Sophocles, and Euripides, the three 

poets unequalled yet by any, and the beft 
;o all who endeavor to write tragedy. The 
nicription of time, wherein the whole drama 
s and endsy is according to ancient rule, 
eft example, within the fpace of twenty {bur 
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THE ARGUMENT. 



SAMSON made captive, blind, and now in 
the prifon at Gaza, there to labor as in a ; 
common work-houle, on a feftival day, in the ^ 
genera] ceflation from labor, comes forth into the 
open air, to a place nigh, fomewhat retired, there 
to fit a while and bemoan his condition. Where 
he happens at length to be vifitcd by certain friends 
and equals of his tribe, which roalc^ the Chorus, 
who feek to comfort him what they can ; then by 
his old father Manoah, who endeavors the like, and 
withal tells him his purpofe to procure his liberty 
by ranfame ; laftly, that this feaft was proclaimed 
by the Philiftines as a day of thankfgiving for their 
deliverance from the hands of Samfon, which yet 
more troubles him. Manoah then departs to pro- 
fecute his endeavor with the Philiftian lords for 
Samlcn's redemption; who in the mean while is 
vifitcd by other perfons ; and iaflly by a public 
officer to require his coming to the feaft before the 
lords and people, to play and fhow his ftrcngth in 
their prefence ; he at Rrft refufes, difmifling the 
public officer with abfolute denial to ccme ; at 
length perluaded inwardly that this v;as from 
God, he yields to go along with him, who came 
now the fecond time with ^rreat thieatnings" to 
fetch him : the Chorus yet remaining on the place, 
Manoah returns full of joyful hope, to piocure 

ere 
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ere long his fon^s deliverance: in the midft of 
^pirhich difcourfe an Hebrew comes in hafte, con- 
fufedly at firft, and afterwards more diftindlly re- 
lating the cataftropbe, what Samfon had done to 
the Philiftines, and by accident to bimfelf 3 where- 
with the, tragedy ends. 
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Samfon Agoniftes. 



O A M s O N. 

A Little onward lend thy guiding hand 
To thefe dark ileps, a little further on ; 
For yonder bank hath choice of fun or ftiauc: 
llicrc I am wont to fit, when any chance 
Relieves me from my tafk of fervilc toil, 5 

Daily* in the common prifon elfe iiijoin'd mc. 
Where I a prifoncr chain'd, fcarce freely draw 
The air imprifbnM alfo, clofe and damp, 
Unwholefome draught : but here I feci amends, 
The breath of Heav'n frefh blowing, pure and fweet. 
With day-fpring born ; here leave me to refpire, 1 1 
This day a folemn feaft the people hold 
To DagOQ their fea-idol, and forbid 
Laborious works ; unwillingly this reil 
Their faperftition yields me ; hence with leave 15 
Retiring from the popular noife, 1 feek 
This unfrequented place to find fome eafe, 
Eafe to the body fomc, none to the mind 
From rcftlefs thoughts, that like a deadly fwarm 
Of hornets arm'd, no fooncr found alone, 20, 

But rufli upon me thronging, and prefent 
Times paft, what once I was, and what am now. 
O wherefore was my birth from Heav'n foretold 
Twice by an Angel, who at lafl in fight 

• Samfon Agrniftes, that i?, Samfon a:i a^or, Samfon repic 
fenced in a pl.iy, 

T. 2 



76 SAMSON AGONISTES. 

Of both my parents all in flames afcended 25 

Fiom ofF the altar, where an offering burn'd. 

As in a fiery columb charioting 

Mis god-like prefencc, and from fome great aft 

Or benefit revcal'd to Abraham's race ? 

Why was my breeding order'd and prefcrib'd 30 

As of a pcrfon feparate to God, 

Defign'd for great exploits ; if I muft die 

Betray*d, captiv'd, and both my eyes put oat. 

Made of my enemies the fcorn and gaze ; 

To grind in brazen fetters under talk 35 

With this Heav'n-gifted ftrength ? O glorious flrength 

Put to the labor of a beafl^ debased 

Lower than bondilave ! Promife was that I 

Should Ifrael from Philiftian yoke deliver; 

A(k for this great deliverer now, and find him 40 

Eyelefs in Gaza at the mill with flaves, 

Himfelf in bonds under Philiftian yoke ; 

Yet ftay, let me not rafhly call in doubt 

Divine predi^ion ; what if all foretold 

Had been fulfilled but through mine own default 45 

Whom have I to complain of but myfelf ? 

Who this high gift of ftrength committed to me. 

In what part lodg'd, how eafily bereft me. 

Under the feal of filence could not keep. 

But weakly to a woman muft reveal it, 5© 

O'ercorae with importunity and tears. 

O impotence of mind, in body ftrong ! 

But what is ftrength without a double ihare 

Of wifvlom, vaft, unwieldy, burdenfome. 

Proudly fecure, yet liable to fall 5j 

By weakeft fubtleties, not made to rale. 

But to fubferve where wifdom bears command ! 

God, when he gave me ftrength, to ihow withal 
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How flight the gift was, hung it in my hair. 
Sut peace, I muft not quarrel with the will 60 

Of higheft difpenfation, which hprein 
Haply had ends above my reach to know : 
Suffices that to me ftrength is my bane, 
i^nd proves the fonrce of all my miferies ; 
So many, and fo huge, that each apart 65 

'^oald afk a life to wail, but chief of all, 
^ O lofs of fight, of thee I moft complain ! 
; : Blind among enemies, O worfe than chains, 
Dungeon, or beggary, or decrepit age ! 
Light the prime work of God to me is extind, 70 
And all her various objefts of delight 
Annulled, which might in pait my grief have eas'd^ 
Inferior to the vileft now become 

Of man or worm ; the vileft here excel me. 

They creep, yet fee, I dark in light expos'd 75 

To daily fraud, contempt, abufe and wrong. 

Within doors, or without, ftill as a fool. 

In pow'r of others, never in my own ; 

Scarce half £ feem to live, dead more than half. 

O dark, dark, dark, amid the blaze of noon, 80 

Irrecoverably dark, total eclipfe 

Without all hope of day ! 

O firft created Beam, and thou great Word, 

Let there be light, and light was over all ; 

Why am I thvs bereav'd thy prime decree ? 8j 

The fun to me it dark 

And filent as the moon. 

When (he deferts the night 

Hid in her vacant interlunar cave. 

Since light fo neceflary is to life, 90 

And almoft life itfelf, if it be true 

That light is in the foul, 

E3 
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She all In every part ; why was the fight 

1 o fuch a tender ball as th'eye confin'd. 

So obvious and fo eafy to be quench'd ? gj 

And not as feeling through all parts difTus'd, 

That (he might look at will through every pore ? 

Then had I not been thus exil'd from light. 

As in the land of darknefs yet in light. 

To live a life half dead, a living death, io» 

-And bury'd ; but O yet more miferable ! \ 

Myfelf, my fepulchre, a moving grave, 

Bury'd, yet not exempt 

By privilege of death and burial 

From word of other evils, pains and wrongs, 105 

Tut made hereby obnoxious more 

To all the miferies of life. 

Life in captivity 

Among inhuman foes. 

But who are thefe ? for with joint pace I hear II9 

1 he tread of many feet fleering this way ; 

Perhaps my enemies who come to flare 

At my afilidlion, and perhaps t'infnlt, 

llieir daily pradlice to afflid me more. 

Chop.. This, this is he ; fofily a while, . ixe 
J.et us not break in upon him ; 
O change beyond report, thought, or belief! 
See how he lies at random, carclefly diffus'd. 
With languifh'd head unpropt. 

As one prfl hope, abandon'd, 1 20 

And by hlmfelf giv'n over; 
In r.-ivifii hi. bit, ill- fitted weeds 
O'er- worn and foil'd ; 

Or do iT)y eyes mifreprefent ? Can this be he. 
That heroic, that renown'd, 125 
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Irrenflible Sam Ton ? whom unarm'd 

No ftrength of man,or fierceft wild beaft could withftand ; 

I Who tore the lion, as the lion tears the kid, 

'j Ran on imbattePd armies clad in iron. 

And weaponlefs himfelf, 1 30 

Made arms ridiculous, ufelefs the forgery 

Of brazen fhield and fpear, the hammer'd cuirafs, 

- Chalybean tempered Heel, and frock of mail 

^. Adamantean proof; 

% But fafeft he who ftood aloof, 13; 

V When infupportably his foot advanc'd. 

In (corn of their proud arms and warlike tools, 
Spurn 'd them to death by troops. The bold Afcalonite 
Fled from his lion ramp, old warriors turned 
Their plated backs under his heel ; 140 

Or grovUing foil'd their crefted helmets in the duft> 
Then with what trivial weapon came to hand. 
The jaw of a dead Afs, his fword of bone, 

- A thoufand fore-fkins fell, the flow*r of Palefline, 
In Ramath-lechi famous to this day. 145 

Then by main force pull'd up, and on his fhoulders bore 
The gates of Azza, poft, and mafly bar. 
Up -to the hill by Hebron, feat of giants old, 
No journey of a fabbath-day, and loaded fo ; 
liikc whom the Gentiles feign to bear up Heaven. 150 
Which ihall I firft bewail, 
Thy bondage or Ipft fight, 
^rifon within prifon 
Infeparably dark ? ' 

Thou art become (O worft imprifonmcnt !) 155 

The dungeon of thyfelf ; thy foul 
(Which men enjoying fight oft without caufe complain) 
Imprifon'd now indeed. 
In real darknefs of the body dwells, 
E4 
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Shut up from outward light i6o 

T' incorporate with gloomy night ; 

For inward light alas 

Puts forth no vifual beam. 

O mirror of our fickle ftate, 

Since man on earth unparalkrd ! 165 

The rarer thy example ftands. 

By how much from the top of wondrous glory » 

Strongeft of mortal men. 

To loweft pitch of abjed fortune Uiou art fall'n. ^! 

For him I reckon not in high eflate 1 70-^ 

Whom long defcent of birth 

Or the fphere of fortune raifcs ; 

But thee whofe ftrength, while virtue waB her jnafTf 

Might have fubdued the earth, 

Univerfally crown'd with highcA praifca. 175 

Sa.ms. I hear the found of words, their Icnfc die air 
DiiFolves unjointed ere it reach my car. 

Ch R .He fpeaks,let us dcaw nigh.Matchlefs in might,. 
The glory late of IfraeU now the grief; 
We come thy friends and neighbours not unknown 189 
From Eflitaol and Zora's fruitful vale 
To vifit or bewail theey or if better, 
Counfel or confolation we may brings 
Salve to thy fores ; apt words have pow*r to fwage 
The tumors of a troubled mind,. 185 

And are as balm to fefter*d wounds. 

Sams. Your coming, Friends, revives me, for I learm 
Now of my own experience, not by talk. 
How counterfeit a coin they are who friends 
Bear in their fuperfcription, (of the moil tgok 
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I would be underftood) in profp'rous days 
They fwarm, but in adverfe withdraw their head, 
Not to be found, though fought. Ye fee, O Friends, 
How many evils have indos'd me round ; 
Yet that which was the worft now lead afflidls me, 195 
Blindnefs, for had I iight, confus'd with fhame. 
How could I once look up, or heave the head, 
^, Who like a fooliih pilot have Ihipwrack'd 
My veflel trufted to me from above, 
Gloriouily rigg'd ; and for a word, a tear, 2C0 

Fool, have divulg'd the fecret gift of God 
To a deceitful woman ? tell me. Friends, 
Am I not fung and proverb'd for a fool 
In every ftreet ? do they not fay, how well 
"Are come upon him his deferts ? yet why ? ^05 

Immeafurable ftrength they might behold 
In me, of wifdom nothing more than mean ; 
This with the other fhould, at leaft, have pair'd, 
Thefe two proportioned ill drove me tranfverfe. 

Chor. Tax not divine difpofal ; v^ifeft men 210 
Have crr*d, and by bad women been deceivM ; 
And (hall again, pretend they ne'er fo wife, 
Deje£l not then fo overmuch thyfclf. 
Who haft of forrow thy full load befides ; 
Yet truth to fay, I oft have heard men wonder 2 1 5 
Why thou (houldft wed Philiftian women rather 
Than of thine own tribe fairer, or as fair. 
At leaft of thy own nation, and as noble. 

Sams. The firft I faw at Timna, and flic pleas'd 
Me, not my parents, that I fought to wed 220 

The daughter of an infidel ; they knew not 
That what I mouon'd was of God j 1 kn^w 

E5 
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From intimate impulfe, and therefore urg'd 

The marriage on ; that by occafion hence 

I might begin Ifrael's deliverance, zt^ 

The work to which I was divinely call'd. 

She proving falfe, the next I took to wife • 

(O that I never had ! fond wiih too late,) 

Was in the vale of Scree, Dalila, 

That fpecious monfter, roy'accomplifh'd fnare. z^m 

I thought it lawful from my former a£l> 

And the fame end ; ftill watching to oppre(s 

Ifrael's oppreflbrs : of what now I fuffer 

She was not the prime caufe but I myfelf. 

Who vanquilh'd with a peal of words (.O weaknds !) 

Gave up my fort of fllence to a woman » 236 

Chor. In feeking jufl occafion to provoke 
The Philiftine, thy country's enemy > 
Thou never waft remifs, I bear thee witnefs : 
Yet Ifrael ftill ferves with all his fons. 240 

Sams. That fault I take not on me, but transfer 
On Ifraeps governors, and heads of tribes. 
Who feeing thofe great adls, which God had done 
Singly by me againft their conquerors. 
Acknowledged not, or not at all confider'd 24c 

Deliverance ofFer'd : I on th' other £de 
Us'd no ambition to commend my deeds. 
The deeds themfelves, though mute,fpoke loud the doerf 
But they per/ifted deaf, and would not feem 
'J'o count them things worth notice, till at length 259 
'i'heir lords the Philiftines with gathered pow'rs 
l-nter'd Judea feeking me, who then 

229. DalUa, i. c. Dcftroyer.] Samfon's wife or concuWotl 
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Safe to the rock of Etham was retired, 

Not flying, but fore-cafting in what place 

To fet upon them, what advantagc'd bell: 2;- 

Mean while the men of Judah, to prevent 

The harrafs of their land, befet me round ; 

I willingly on fome conditions came 

Into their hands, and they as gladly yield me 

To the uncircamcifed a welcome prey, zCs 

Boand with two cords : but cords to me were threes 

Touched with the flame : on their whole holl 1 flew 

Unarm'd, and with a trivial weapon fell*d 

Their choiccft youth ; they only liv'J who fled. 

Had Judah that day join*d, or one whole tribe, 26^ 

They had by this poflcfs'd the tow'rs of Gath, 

And lorded over them whom now they ferve : 

But what more oft in nations grown corrupt 

And by their vices brought to fervitude, 

Than to love bondage more than liberty, 270 

Bondage with eafe than ftrenuous liberty ; 

And to defpife, or envy, or fufped 

Whom God hath of his 1/ecial favor rais'd 

As their deliverer; if he ought begin, 

How frequent to defert him, and at laft 275^ 

To heap ingratitude on worthieft deeds ? 

Chor. Thy words to my remembrance bring 
How Sucboth and the fort of Penuel 
Their great deliverer contemnM, 
The matchlefs Gideon in purfuit 280 

Of Madian and her vanquifli'd kings : 

478. How Succoih and the fort of Penuel, &c,J The men i.f 
Siiccoth, and of the tgwcr of I'enuel, rcfufed to give loivft-; o: I :eil 
TO Gideon, and his three hundred mzn, purfuing afir- '.: -'.ih, «;jJ 
ZaliDuiiQa> Kings of Midian, fee Judges^ VUl. 4 <,• 
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And how ingrateful Ephraim 

Had dealt with Jephtha, who by argument. 

Not worfe than by his ihield and fpear» 

Defended Ifrael from the Ammonite^ z$f 

Had not his prowefs qaell'd their pride 

In that fore battel, whea fo many dy'd 

Without reprieve adjudg'd to death. 

For want of well pronouncing Shibboleth. 

Sams. Of fuch examples add me to the roll, tga 

hie eailly indeed mine may negled. 
But God's propos'd deliverance not {o* 

Chor. Jufl are the ways of God, 
And juiUfiable to men ; 

Unlefs there be who think not God at all : 29$ 

If any be, they walk obfcure; 
For of fuch dodrin never was there fchool. 
But the heart of the fool, 
And no man therein dodtor but himfelf. ' 

Yet more there be who doubt his ways not jufl, 300 
As to his own edicts found contradidling. 
Then give the reins to wandering thought, 
Kegardlefs of his glory's diminution ; 

2?2. And how ingrateful Ephraim, Sec.} Jepbtha fubdued the 
children of Ammon ; aitt he is faid to have defeated Ifrael by 
arguments, not worfe than by arms, on account of the meflage 
which he fent to the king of the children of Ammon, Judges XI. 
J r 2j. For his vidlory over the Ammonites, the Ephraimitea 
envied and quarrelled with him j and threatened to burn his houfe 
with fire : but Jephtha and the men of Gilead fmotc Ephraim, and 
took the paffages of Jordan before the Ephralmites, and there flew 
ihcfc of them who could not rightly pronounce the word Shibboleth f 
and there fell at that time forty-two tlioufand of them, See J«d[(e* 
XIL 1—6. 
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Till by their own perplexities involv'd 
They ravel more, ftill lefs refolv'dy 30$ 

Bat never find felf-iatisfying folution. 

As if they woald confine th' Interminable^ 
And tie him to his own prefcript. 
Who made our laws to bind us> not himfelf^ 
And hath fall right t'exempt 310 

Whom fo it pleafes him by choice 
From national obfirifliony without uint 
Of fin or legal debt : 
For with his own laws he can beil difpenft. 

He would not elfe who never wanted means, 3 15 
Nor in teC]pe€t of th' enemy juil caufe 
To fet his people free. 
Have prompted this heroic Nazarite, 
^gainft his vow of ftriCteft purity. 
To feek in marriage that fallacious bride, 320 

Unclean, unchafte. 

Down reafon then, at lead vain reafonings down. 
Though reafon here aver 
That moral verdid quits her of unclean ; 
Unchafle was fubfequent, her fiain not his. 325 

But fee here comes thy reverend Sire 
With careful fiep, locks white as down. 
Old Manoah : advife 
Forthwith how thou oughtil to receive him. 

Sams. Ay me, another inward grief awak'd 330 
With mention of that name rene\^s th' ailault. 

Man. Brethren and men of Dan, for fuchye feem^ 
Thoogh in this uncouth place s if old te{pt^) 
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As I fuppofe, tow'ards your once glory 'd friend. 
My fon now captive, hither hath inform'd ^:^ 

Vour younger feet, while mine cafb back with age ^ 
Came lagging after ; fay if he be here, 

Chor. As iignal now in low dejected flate. 
As earll in high'eft, behold him where he lies. 

Man. O miferable change ! is this the man, 3^ 
That invincible Samfon, far renown'd. 
The dread of Ifrael's foes, who with a ftrength 
Equivalent to Angels walk'd their flreets. 
None offering fight ; who fingle combatant 
Ducl'd their armies rank'd in proud array, 34g 

Himfclf an army, now unequal match 
To fave himfelf againfl a coward arm'd 
At one fpear's length. O ever failing trufi 
In mortal flrength ! and oh what not in man 
Deceiveable and vain ? Nay what thing good 35© 
Pray'd for, but often proves our woe, our bane ? 
I pray'd for children, and thought barrennefs 
In wedlock a reproach ; I gain'd a fon 
And fuch a fon as all men hail'd me happy; 
Who would be now a father in my ilcad ? 355 

O wherefore did God grant me my requefl,' 
And as a bleillng with fuch poinp adorn'd ? 
Why are his gifts dcfirable, to, tempt 
Our earneil pray'rs, then giv'n with folemn hand 
As graces, draw a fccrpion's tail behind ? 363 

For this did th' Angel twice dcfcend ? for this ' 
Ordain'd thy nurture holy, as of a plant 
Seledt, and facrcd, glorious for a while 
The miracle of men ; then in an hour 
Infnar'd, afiauUed; overcome, led bounds 365 
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Thy foes derifion, captive, poor and blind. 

Into a dungeon thruft, to work with flaves ? 

Alas methinks whom God hath chofen once 

To worthieft deeds, if he through frailty err. 

He (hould not fo o'erwhelm, and as a thrall 370 

Subjed^ him to fuch foul indignities^ 

Be it but for honor's fake of former deeds. 

Sam. Appoint not heav'nly difpofition, Father; 
Nothing of all thefe evils hath befall'n me 
Bat juftly ; I myfelf have brought them on, 37$ 

Sole author I, fole caufe : if ought feem vile. 
As Vile hath been my folly, who have profan'd 
The myftery of God giv'n me under pledge 
Of vow, and have betray'd it to a woman, 
A Canaanite, my faithlefs enemy. 380 

This well I knew, nor was at all furpris'd. 
But warn'd by oft experience : (did not ihe 
Of Timna Bril betray me, and reveal 
The fecret wrefted from me in her heighth 
Of nuptial love profefs'd, carrying it ftrait 385 

To them who had corrupted her, my fpies. 
And rivals ? In this other was there found 
More faith, who alfo in her prime of love, 
Spoufal embraces, vitiated with gold. 
Though offer'd only, by the fent conceiv'd 390" 

Her fpurious firft-born, treafon againfl me ? 
Thrice ihe aflay'd with flattering pray*rs and fighs^ 
And amorous reproaches, to win from me 
My capital fecret, in what part my flrength 
Lay ftor'd, in what part fumm'd, that ihe might know ; 
Thrice I deluded her, and turn'd to fport 396 

Her importunity, each time perceiving 
How openly, and with what impudeace 
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She purpos'd to betray me, and (which was woHe 

Than undiflembled hate) with what contempt 400 

She fought to make me traitor to myfelf ; 

Yet the fourth time, when muftring all her wiles. 

With blandifh'd parlies, feminine a/Taults, 

Tongue-batteriesy flie furceasM not day nor night 

To ftorm me over-watch'd, and weary*d out, 405 

At times when men feek moft repofe and reft, 

I yielded, and unlocked her all my heart. 

Who with a grain of manhood well refolv'd 

Might eafily have fhook off all her fnares : 

But foul effeminacy held me yok'd 410 

Her bond-flave ; O indignity^ O Wot 

To honor and religion ! fervile mind 

Rewarded well with fervile punifhment ! 

The bafe degree to which I now am fall'n, 

Thefe rags, this grinding is not yet fo bafc 415 

As was my former fervitude, ignoble. 

Unmanly, ignominious, infamous. 

True flavery, and that blindnefs worfe than this. 

That faw not how degenerately I ferv'd* 

Man. I cannot praife thy marriage choices, Son, 420 
Rather approved them not ; but thou didft plead 
Divine impulfion prompting how thou might'ft 
Find fome occafion to infeft our foes. 
I ftate not that ; this I am fure, our foes 
Found foon occafion thereby to make thee 425 

Their captive, and their triumph ; thou th« fooner 
Temptation found'ft, or over-potent charms 
To violate the fecret truft of filence 
Depofited within thee ; which to have kept 
Tacit, was in thy pow'r : true ; and thou bear'ft 430 
'Enough, and more> the burden of that fault ; 
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Bitterly haft thon paid, and ftill art paying 
That rigid fcore. A worfe thing yet remains. 
This day the Philiflines a popular feaft 
Here celebrate in Gaza ; and proclaim 435 

Great pomp, and facriEce, and praiies loud 
To DagOD, as their God who hath delivered 
Thee, Samfon, bound and blind into their hands. 
Them out of thine, who flew'ft them many a flain. 
So Dagon ihall be magnify'd, and God, 440 

Befides whom is no God, compar'd with idols, 
Difglorify'd, blafphem'd, and had in fcorn 
By the idolatrous rout amidft their wine ^ 
Which to have come to pafs by means of thee, 
Samfon, of all thy fufferings think the heavieft, 44.$ 
Of all reproach the moft with fhame that ever 
Could have befall'n thee and thy father's houfe. 

Sams. Father, I do acknowledge and confefs 
That I this honor, I this pomp have brought 
To Dagon, and advanced his praifes high 550 

i^mong the Heathen round ; to God have brought 
Diflionor, obloquy, and op'd the mouths 
Of idolifts, and atheifts ; have brought fcanda! 
To Ifrael, diffidence of God, and doubt 
In feeble hearts, propenfe enough before 4^ j 

To waver, or fall off and join with idols ; 
Which is my chief afflidion, (hame and fortow. 
The anguifii of my foul, that fufiers not 
Mine eye to harbour fleep, or thoughts to reft. 
This only hope relieves me, that the flrife 46a 

With ine hath end ; all the conteft is now 
'Twixt God and Dagon ; Dagon hath prefumM, 
Me overthrown, to enter lifts with God, 
His deity comparing and preferring 



90 SAMSON AGONISTES. 
Before the God of Abraham. He, be fure. 
Will not connive, or linger thus provok'd. 
Bat will arife and his great name aiTert : 
Dagon mud floop, and ihall ere long receive 
Sach a difcomfit, as fhall qaite defpoil him 
Of all thefe boafled trophies won on me. 
And with confufion blank his worfhippers. 

Man. With caufe this hope relieves thee, and 
I as a prophecy receive ; for God, [^ 

Nothing more certain, will not long defer 
To vindicate the glory of his name 
Again il all competition, nor will long 
Indure it doubtful whether God be Lord, 
Or Dagon. But for thee what ihall be done ? 
Thou mud not in the mean while here forgot 
Lie in this miferable loathfome plight 
Negleded. I already have made way 
To fome Philidian lords, with whom to treat 
About ihy ranfome : well they may by this 
Have fatisfy'd their utmoft of revenge 
By pains and flaveries, worfe than death inflided 
On thee, who now no more canil do them harm. 

Sams. Spare that propofal. Father, fpare the trc 
0£ that fojicitation ; let me here. 
As I defervc, pay on my pnnifliment ; ' 
And expiate, if poffible, my crime. 
Shameful garmlity. To have revealM . 
Secrete of men, the fecrets of a friend, 
Kw hainons had the fadt been, how deferring 
Contempt and fcom of all, to be excluded 
All friendihip, and avoided as a blab. 
The mark of fool fet on his front ? 
But I God's coonfei have not kept, his holy fecr* 
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nptuouily have publifh'd, impioailyy 

\y at leaH, and fhamefully : a fin 

gentiles in their parables condemn joo 

eir abyfs and horrid pains confined. 

N. Be penitent and for thy fault contrite^ 

^ not in thy own afili£lion» Son ; 

It the iin, but if the punifhment 

canft avoid, felf-prefervation bids ; 505 

' execution leave to high difpofal, 

et another hand, not thine, exad 

senal forfeit from thyfelf ; perhaps 

•vill relent, and quit thee all his debt ; 

ever more approves and more accepts 51^ 

pleas'd with humble and filial fubmiffion) 

who imploring mercy fues for life, 

who felf-rigorous choofes death as due $ 

h argues over-juft, and felf-difpleas/d 

:lf-ofFence, more than for God offended. 5 1| 

I not then what ofFer'd means ; who knows 

rod K^ith fet before us, to return thee 

; to thy country and his facred houfe, 

c thou may*ft bring thy offerings, to avert 

jrther ire, with pray'rs and vows renew'd ? 520 

v«s. His pardon I implore ; but as for life, [ 
hat end fliould I feek it f when in flrength 
ortals I exceird, and great in hopes 
youthful courage and magnanimous thoughts 
rth from Heav'n foretold and high exploits, 525 
►f divine inftinft, after fome proof 
ts indeed heroic, far beyond 

That Gentiles in their parables condemn] Alluding to the 
' Tantalus, who for revealing the fccrets of the Gods, was 
ined to pains in Hell. 
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The Tons of Anak, famous now and blazM, 

Fcarlcfs of danger, like a petty God 

■1 walk'd about admir'd of all and dreaded 53 

On hoflile Groond, none daring my affront. 

Then fwoll'n with pride into the fnare I fell 

Of fair fallacions looks, venereal trains, 

Soften'd with pleafure and voluptuous life; 

At length to lay my head and hallow 'd pledge 53 

Of all my flrength in the lafcivious lap 

Of a deceitful concubine, who fliore me 

Like a tame weather, of my precious fleece. 

Then turn'd me out ridiculous, defpoil'd, 

Shav'n, and difarm'd among mine enemies* 5^ 

C«kQit* Defire of wine and all delicious drinks, 
Which many a famous warrior overturns. 
Thou cooldft reprefs, nor did the dancing ruby. 
Sparkling, ont poarMi the flavor, or the fmeU, 
Or tafle that chears the heart of Gods and men, 5 
Allnre thee from the cool cryftallin ftream. 

Sams. Wherever fountain or frefli current flow*< 
Againft the eaflern ray, tranflucent, pure 
With touch ethereal of Heav*n*s fiery rod, 
I drank, from the clear oiilky juice allaying 
Thirft, and refrefh'd ; nor envy'd them the grape 
Whofe heads that turbulent liquor fills with fume.< 

Chor. O madnefs, to think ufe of flrongeft wii 
And ftrongeft drinks our chief fupport of health. 
When God with thefe forbidd'n made choice to rt 
His mighty champion, ftrong above compare, 
Whofe drink was only from the liquid brook. 

557. Whofe drink was only from the liquid brook.] St: 
was a Nasarite, and therefore to drink no wine, norihav 
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what a waird this temperance, not €oillt»lete 
ler obje£t more enticing ?, 
t at one gate to make defenfei 560 

ler to let in the foe, 
vanquifh'd ? by which means, 
difhearten'd, fliam'd, diihonor'd, qnell'd, - 
I be ufefttl, wherein fcrve 
and the work from Heav'h imposM, 565 
e on the hoofhold hearth, 
drone ; to vifitants a gaze, 
jedl, thefe redundant locks 
no purpofe cluftring down, 
lent of flrength ; till length of years 570 
ry namnefs craze my limbs 
iptible old age obfcare ; 
let me drudge and earn my bi«ad, 
or the draff of fcrvile food 
\, and oft-invocated death r^^ 

velcome end of all my pains« 

t thou then ferve thePhiliftines with that gift 
exprefly giv'n thee to annoy them ? 
me lie bed- rid, not only idle, 
unemploy'd, with age out- worn. 580 
10 caus'd a fountain at thy prayer 
y Ground to fpring, thy thirft t'allay 
unc of battel, can as eafy 
again within thy eyes to fpring, 
to ferve him better than thou had ; 5 85- 
ade me fo ; why elfe this ftrength 
yet remaining in thofe locks ? 
:ontinues in thee not for nought, 
s wondrous gifts be fr uilrate thui. 
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Sams. All otherwifc to me my thoitghts portend, 59a 
That thefe dark orbs no more fhall treat with light, 
Kor th' other light of life continue long. 
Bat yield to double darknefs nigh at hand : 
So much I feel my genial fpirits droop. 
My hopes all flat» nature within me feems 5 or 

In all her funftions weary of herfelf. 
My race of glory run, and race of ihame. 
And I ihall fhortly be with them that reft. 

Man. Believe not thefe fuggeflions which proceed 
From anguifli of the mind and humours black, 600 
That mingle with thy fancy. I however 
Muft not omit a father's timely care 
To profecute the means of thy deliverance 
By ranfome, or how elfe : mean while be calm. 
And healing words from thefe thy friends admit. 605 

Sams. O that torment fhould not be confined 
To the body's wounds and fores. 
With maladies innumerable 
In heart, head, breaft and reins ; 
But muft fecret paflage find g,Q 

To th' inmoft mind. 
There exercife all his fierce accidents. 
And on her pureft fpirits prey, 
As on entrails, joints, and linibs. 
With anfwerable pains, but more intenfe, 615 

Though void of corporal fenfe. 

My griefs not only pain me 
As a ling'ring difeafe. 
But finding no redrefs, ferment and rage. 
Nor lefs than wounds immedicable ^^o 
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kle, and fefter^ and gangrene, 

black mortification. 

)ughts my tormentors arm'd with deadly ftings 

igle my apprehenfive tendered parts, 

fperate, exulcerate, and raife 625 

e inflammation, which no cooling herb 

medicinal liquor can afTwage, 

• breath of vernal air from fnowy Alp. 

.'p hath forfook and giv'n me o'er 

death's bennmming opium as my only cure : 630 

mce faintings, fwoonings of defpair, 

i fenfe of Heav'n's defertion. 

was his noriling once and choice delight, 

deftin'd from the womb, 

mis'd by heav'nly mcflage twice dcfcending, 635 
ier his (pecial eye 
demious I grew up and thriv'd amain ; 

led me on to mightieft deeds 

JVC the nerve of mortal arm 

linft th' uncircumcis'd, our .enemies : 64O 

: now hath cad me off as never known, 

d to thofe cruel enemies, 

lom r by his appointment had provok'd, 

t me all helplefs with th' irreparable lofs 

fight, referv'd alive to be repeated 645 

e fubjedl of their cruelty or fcorn. 

r am I in the lift of them that hope ; 

pelefs are all my evils, all remedilefs ; 

is one prayer yet remains, might I be heard, 

long petition, fpeedy death, 650 

e clofe of all my miferies, and the balm. 
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Chor. Many are the fayings of the wife 
In ancient and in modern books inrolPd 
Extolling patience as the trueft fortitude ;. 
And to the bearing well of all calamities. 
All chances incident to man's frail Hfe, 
Confolatories writ 

With ftudy'd argument, and much perfnafion foo] 
Lenient of grief and anxious thought : 
But with th' afflided in his pangs their found 
Little prevails, or rather fcems a tune 
Harfli, and of difTonant mood from his complaint 
Unlefs he feel within 
Some fonrce of confolation from above. 
Secret refreihings, that repair his ftrength. 
And fainting fpirits uphold. 

God of our fathers, what is man ! 
That thou tow*ards him with hand fo various, - 
Or might I fay contrarious, 
Temper'ft thy providence through his (hort cour/e, 
Not ev'nly as thou ral'ft 
Th* angelic orders and inferior creatures mute. 
Irrational and brute. 

Nor do I name of men the common rout. 
That wand'ring loofe about 
Grow up and perifh, as the fummer flie. 
Heads without name no more rcmember'd, 
But fnch as thou haft folemnly eleiSle'd, 
With gifts and graces eminently adorn*d 
To fome great work, thy glory. 
And people's fafety, which in part they' efFe£t : 
Yet toward thefe thus dignified, thou oft 
Amidfl their heighth of noon 
Changeft thy countenance, and thy hand with no re 
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ft favors paft 685 

;e on them, or tlicm to thee of fervice. 

nly doft degrade them, or remit ^ 

ibfcur'dj which were a fair difmiinon, 

y'ft them lower than thou didft exalt them high» 

y falls in human eye, 690 

;vous for the trefpafs or omiiiSon ; 

'ft them to the hoftile fword 

lien and profane, their carcafes 
and fowls a prey, or elfe captiv'd ; 

' unjuft tribunals, under change of times 695 

damnation of th' ingrateful multitude. 

they fcape, perhaps in poverty 

knefs and difeafe thou bow'ft them down» 

ilifeafes and deform'd, 

old age ; 700 

not difordinate, yet cauftefs fufF'ring 

liihment of diiToIute days ; in fine, 

injuft alike fecm mifeiabie. 

ilike both come to evil end. 

1 not with this once thy glorious champion, 7^ 5 
.ge of thy ftrength, and mighty minirter. 
) I beg ? how haft thou dealt already ? 
lim in this ftate calamitous, and turn 
»rs, for thou canft, to peaceful end. 

ho is this, what thing of fea or land ? 710 

of fex it feems, 

bedeck'd, ornate, and gay, 

r to th' unjuft tribunals, &c.] Here no doubt Milmn 
jpon the trials and fuft'crings of bis party, after th'^ 
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Comes this way fiiltng 

Like a ftately fliip 

Of Tarfus, bound for th' ifles 71 j - 

Of Javan or Gadire j 

With all her b:avery on, and tackle trim. 

Sails fiil'd, and flreamers waving, ' 

Courted by all the winds that hold them play. 

An amber fcent of odorous perfume 7^i 

Her harbinger, a damfel train behind ; 

Some rich Philiftian matron fhe may feem. 

And now at nearer view, no other certain 

Than Dalila thy wife. ^24^ 

Sams. My Wife, my Trait'refs,let her not come near me. 

Ch o R .Yet on flie movcs,now (lands and eyes thee fix'd, 
About t'have fpoke, but now, with head declined 
Like a fair flow'r furcharg'd with dew, fhe weeps. 
And words addrefs'd feem into tears diflblv'd. 
Wetting the borders of her filken veil : yxQ 

But now again fhe imakes addrefs to fpeak. 

Dal. With doubtful feet and wavering refolution 
I came, flill dreading thy difpleafure, Samfbn, 
Which to have merited, without excufe, 
I cannot but acknowledge ; yet if tears 7 j - 

May expiate (though the faft more evil drew 
In the perverfe event than I forefaw) 
My penance hath not flackenM, though my pardon 
No way afTur'd. But conjugal aiFeftion 
Prevailing over fear, and timorous doubt, 740 

Hath led me on defirous to behold 
Once more thy face, and know of thy eflate. 
If ought in my ability may ferve 
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To lighten what thoa fuffer'ft, and appeafe 
Thy mind with what amends is in my power, 745 
: Though late, yet in feme part to recompenfe 
My rafh bat more unfortunate mifdeed. 

Sams. Out, out Hyaena ; thefe are thy wonted arts. 
And arts of every woman falfe like thee. 
To break all faith, all vows, deceive, betray, 750 
Then as repentant to fabmir, bcfeech, 
And reconcilement move with feign 'd remorfe, 
Confefs, and promife wonders in her change. 
Not truly penitent, but chief to try 
Her Hulband, how far urg'd his patience bears, 755 
His virtue or weaknefs which way to aflail : 
Then with more cautious and inftrufted fltill 
Again tranfgreffes, and a^ain fubmits ; 
That wifeft and beft men full oft beguilM, 
With goodnefs principled not to rejedl 760 

The penitent, but ever to forgive, 
'Arc drawn to wear out mifcrable days, 
Intangled with a pois'nous bofom fnake. 
If not by quick deftruftion foon cut off 
As I by thee, to ages an example. 765 

Dal. Yet hear me, Samfon ; not that I endeavor 
To leflen or extenuate my ofFenfe, 
But that on th' other fide if it be weigh'd 
By* itfelf, with aggravations not furcharg'd. 
Or elfe with juft allowance counterpois'd, 77# 

I may, if poffible, thy pardon find 
The eafier towards me, or thy hatred lefs. 
Firft granting, as I do, it was a weaknef« 
In me, but incident to all our fex, 
Curiolity, inquifitive, importune 775 

F 2 
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Of fecrets, then with like infirmity 
To publifh them, both common female faults : 
Was it not weaknefs alfo to make known 
For importanity, that is for nought. 
Wherein confifted all thy itrength and fafety ? J 
To what I did thou (howd'fl me firft the way. 
But I to enemies reveal'd, and ihould not : 
Nor fhould'il thou have trufledthat to woman's frailt 
Ere I to thee, thou to thyfelf waft cruel. 
Let weaknefs then with weaknefs come to parle 
So near related, or the fame of kind. 
Thine forgive mine ; that men may cenfure thine 
The gentler, if feverely thou exadl not 
More ftrength from me, than in thyfelf was foun< 
And what if love, which thou interpret'ft hate. 
The jealoufy of love, pow'rful of fway 
In human hearts, nor lefs in mine tow'rds thee, 
Caus'd what I did ? I faw thee mutable 
Of fancy, fear'd left one day thou would'ft leave 
As her at Timna, fought by all means therefore 
How to indear, and hold thee to me firmeft : 
No better way I faw than by importuning 
To learn thy fecrets, get into my power 
The key of ftrength and fafety : thou wilt fay, 
Why then reveal'd ? I was aflur'd by thofe 
Who tempted me, that nothing was defign'd 
Againft thee but fafe cuftody, and hold : 
That made for me ; I knew that liberty 
fWould draw thee forth to perilous enterprifes. 
While I at home fat full of cares and fears. 
Wailing thy abfence in my widow'd bed ; 
Here I ihould ftill enjoy thee day and night 
Mine and love's prifoner, not the Philiftines, 
Whole to myfelf unhazardcd abroad. 
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I home of partners in my. love. 8io 

Ton's in love's law have pad for good, 
bnd and reafonlefs to fome perhaps : 
hath oft, well meaning, wrought much woe, 
's pity' or pardon hath obtain'd. 
ilike all others, not auftere S15 

.rt Arong, inflexible as fleel. 
flrength all mortals doft exceed 
paffionate anger do not fo. 

How cunningly the forcerefs difplays 
tranfgreflions, to upbraid me mine ? 820 
ice not repentance brought thee hither, 
ppears : I gave, thou fay'fl, th' example^ 
>Vay ; bitter reproach, but true j 
If was falfe ere thou to me ; 
Ion therefore as I give my folly, 815 

thy wicked deed ; which when thou feeft 
I, felf-fcvere, inexorable, 
it renounce thy feeking, and much rathtf 
t feign'd : .weaknefs is thy excufe, 
lieve it, weaknefs to refill 830 

gold : if weaknefs may excufe, 
irderer, what traitor, parricide, 
s, facrilegious, but may plead it i 
ednefs is weaknefs : that plea therefore 
d or Man will gain thee no remifllon. 835 
conftrain'd thee ; call it furious rage 
y thy luft ; love feeks to have love ; 
how could'ft thou hope, who took 'ft the way 
in me inexpiable hate, 

r, as needs I muft, by thee betray'd ? 849^ 
hou ftriv'ft to cover fhame with fhame, 
aiions thy crime uncover'ft more. 
F 3 
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Dal. Since thou determin'ft weakneft for no plea 
In man or woman, though to thy own condemniii|f» 
Hear what aiTauIts I had, what fnares befides, 845 
What fieges girt me round, ere I confented ; 
Which might have aw'd the befl refolv'd of men, 
l*he conflantelly to have yielded without blame. - 
It was not gold, as to my charge thou lay 'ft. 
That wrought with me : thou know'ft the magiftrates 
And princes of my country came in perfon 851 

Solicited, commanded, threatened, urg'd, 
Adjur'd by all the bonds of civil duty 
And of religion, prcfs'd how juft it was. 
How honorable, how glorious to in trap gr j 

A common enemy, who had dellroy'd 
Such numbers of oar nation : and the prieft 
Was not behind, but ever at my ear, • 
Preaching how meritorious with the Gods 
It would be to enfDare an irreligious 86b 

Difhonorcr of Dagon : what had I 
T'oppofe againft fuch pow'rful arguments ? 
Only my love of thee held long debate. 
And combated in filence all thefe reafons 
With hard conteft : at length that grounded maxim 
So rife and celebrated in the mouths 866 

Of wifcft men, that to the publick good 
Private refpedls muft yield, with grave authority 
Took full pofleflion of me and prevailed ; 
Virtue, as 1 thought, truth, duty fo injoining. 870 

S A M s . I thought where all thy circling wiles would end; 
In feign'd religion, fmooth hypocrify. 
But had thy love, ft ill odioufly pretended. 
Been as it ought, fincere, it would have taught thee 
Far other rcafonings, brought forth other deeds. 875 
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I before all the daughters of my tribe 
And of my nation chofe thee from among 
My enemies, lov'd thee, as too well thoa Icnew'ft, 
Too well, onbofom'd all my fecrets to thee. 
Not out of levity, bat over-power'd 880 

By thy requeft, who could deny thee nothing ; 
f Yet now am judg'd an enemy. Why then 
I Didft thoQ at firft receive me for thy hufband, 
L Then, as fince then, thy country's foe profefs'd ? 
L Being once a wife, for mt thou waft to leave 885^ 
m Parents and country ; nor was I their fubjeA, 
|f Nor under their protection but my own, 
f Thou mine, not theirs : if ought againft my life 
Thy country fought of thee, it fonght onjnftly, 
Againfl the law of nature, law of nations, 890 

No more thy country, but an impious crew 
Of men confpiring to uphold their ftate 
By worfe than hoftile deeds, violating the ends 
For which our country if a name fo dear ; 
Not therefore to be' obey'd. But zea^ movM thee $ 
To pleafe thy Gods thou didft it ; Gods unable 896 
T'acquit themfelves and profecute their foes 
Bat by ungodly deeds, the contradiction 
Of their own deity, Gods cannot be ; 
Lefs therefore to be pleas'd, obey'd, or fear'd. 900 
Thefe falfe pretexts and vamifh'd colors failing, 
Bare in thy guilt how foul muft thou appear ? 

Dal. In argument with men a woman ever 
Goes by the worfe, whatever be her caufe. 

Sams. For wantof words no doubt, or lack of breath; 
Witnefs when I was worried with thy peals. gc6 

F4 
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Dal. I was a fool» too raHi, and quite miftakcn 
In what I thought would have Aicceeded bed. 
Let me obtain forgivenefs of thee, Samfon, 
Afford me place to (how what recompenfe 919 

Tow'ards thee I intend for what I have nifdone, 
Mifguided ; only what remains paft core 
13. ar not too ferfibly, nor ftill infift' 
To' affiift thyftlf in vain : though fight be loA*, 
Life yet hath many folaces, cnjoy'd gij- 

Where other feafes want not their delights 
At home in leifure and domeftic cafe, 
Fvempt from many a care and chance to which 
Kye-fight expofcs daily men abroad. 
I to the lords will intercede, not doubting 92c 

Their favorable ear, that I may fetch thee 
From forth this loathfome prifon-houfe, to abide 
With me, where my redoubled love and care 
With nurfing diligence, to me glad office. 
May ever tend about thee to old age 925 

With all things grateful chcar'd, and fo fupply'd. 
Thai what by me thou' haft loft thou leaft ihalt inifi. 

Sams. No, no, of my condition take no care ; 
It £ts not ; thou and I long fince are twain ; 
Kor think me fo unwary or accurs'd, 930 

To bring my feet again into the fnare 
Where once I have been caught ; I know thy train* . 
Though dearly to my coft, thy gins, and toils ; 
Thy lair inchanted cup, and warbling charms 
No more on me have pow'r, their force is null'd, 93J 
So much of adder's wifdom I have learn 'd 
To fence my ear again ft thy forceries. 
If in my fiow'r of youth and ftrength, when all men 
Lov'd, hnnor'd, fear'd me, thou alone could'ft hatcmc 
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Thy httfband, flight me, fell me, and forego me ; 94Q 
, How would*il thou ufe me now, blind ; and thereby 
[ Deceiveable, in moil things as a child 
f Helplefs, thence eaiily contemn'd, and fcorn'd* 
^ And laft negleded ? How wouldft thou infult. 

When I maft live uxorioos to thy will 94S 

in perfed thraldom, how again betray me, 

Bearing my words and doings to the lords 
i To glofs upon, and cenfuring, frown or fmile ? 
F This jail I count the houfc of liberty 
^, To thine, whofe doors my feet ihall never enter. 950 

DaI. Let me approach atleaft, and touch thy hand. 

Sams. Not for thy life, left fierce remembrance wake 
My fudden rage to tear thee joint by joint. 
At diftance I forgive thee, go with that ; 
Bewail thy falfhood, and the pious works 955 

It hath brought forth to make thee memorable 
Among illuftrious women, faithful wives : 
Cherifh thy haften'd widowhood with the gold 
Of matrimonial treafon : fo farewel, , .... 



Q 



Dal. I fee thou art implacable, more deaf 960 
To pray'rs, than winds and feas, yet winds to feas 
Are reconciPd at length, and fea to fhore ; 
Thy anger, unappeafeable, ftill rages. 
Eternal tempeft never to be calm'd. 
Why do I humble thus myfelf, and fuing 965 

For peace, reap nothing but repulfe and hate ? 
Bid go with evil omen and the brand 
Of infamy upon my name denounc'd ? 
Tamix with thy concernments I deiift 
Henceforth, nor too much difapprovc my ovrii, 9";o 

ex ^'5 
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Fame if not double-facM is double-moathM, 

And with contrary blaft proclaims moft deeds ; 

On both his wings, one black, the other white. 

Bears greateft names in his wild aery flight. 

My name perhaps among the circumcis'd 975 

In Dan, in Judah, and the bordering tribes. 

To all poflerity may (land defam'd, 

With maledidion mention'd, and the blot 

Or fallhood mod anconjugal traduc'd, 

£ut in my country where I moft defire, 980 

In Ecron, Gaza, Afdod, and in Gath, 

I ihall be nam'd among the famoufeft 

Of women, fung at folemn feftivals. 

Living and dead recorded, who to fave 

Her country from a fierce deftroyer, chofc 9S5 

Above the faith of wedlock-bands, my tomb 

With odors vifited and annual flowers ; 

Not lefs renownM than in mount Ephraim 

Jael, who with inhofpitable guile 

IBmote Sifera fleeping through the temples naiPd. 990 

Nor fhall I count it hainous to enjoy 

The public marks of honor and reward 

Conferr'd upon me, for the piety 

Which to my country I was judg'd to* have Ihown. 

At this who ever envies or repines, 995 

I leave him to his lot, and like my own. 

Chor. She's gone, a manifeft ferpent by her fting 
Difcover'd in the end, till now conceal'd. 

Sams. So let her go, God fent her to debafcmc. 
And aggravate my folly, who committed io09 

To fuch a viper his moft facred truft 
O^ fecrecy, my fafety and my life. 
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CHOR.Yet beaaty, though injanoas, hath firange power. 
After offenfe returning, to regain 
Love once poflefs'd, i\or can be eafily 1005 

Repals'd, without much inward paffion felt 
And (ecret fting of amorous remorfe. 

Sams. Love-quarrels oft in pleafing concord end. 
Not wedlock-treachery indang'ring life. 

Choil. It is not virtue, wifdom, valor, wit, loio 
Strength, comelinefs of ihap», or ampleft merit 
That woman's love can win or long inherit ; 
But what it his, hard is to fay. 
Harder to hit, 

(Which way foever men refer it) 1015 

Much like thy riddle, Samfon, in one day 
Or fev'n, though one fhould mufing £t. 

If any of thefe or all, the Timnian bride 
Had not fo foon preferred 

Thy paranymph, worthlefs to thee compar'd |02C 
Succeilbr in thy bed. 
Nor both fo loofly difally'd 
Their nuptials, not this lafl fo treacheronfly 
Had fhorn the fatal harveft of thy head. 
Is it for that fuch outward ornament 102^ 

Was lavifh'd on their fex, that inward gifts 
Were left for hafte unfinifh'd, judgment fcant, 
Capacity not rais'd to apprehend 
Orvalue what is be ft 

In choice, but ofteft to afFedlthe wrong ? 1050 

Or was too much of felf-Iove mix'd. 
Of conftancy no root infix'd. 
That either they love nothing, or not longf i 
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Whatever it be to wifeft men and beft 
Seeming at firft all heav'nly under virgin veil tO)S 
Soft, modefty meek, demure. 
Once join'd, the contrary ihc proves, a thocn . 
Inteflin, far within defenfive arms 
A cleaving mifchief, in his way to virtue 
Adverfe and turbulent, or by her charms 104-^ 

Draws him awry in(lav*d 
With dotage, and his fenfe deprav'd 
To folly' and fhameful deeds which ruin ends. j 

What pilot fo expert but needs muft wreck 1 

Imbark'd with fuch a fleers-mate at the helm ? 1045 | 

j 

Favor'd of Heav'n who finds 
One virtuous rarely found. 
That in domeftic good combines : 
Happy that houfe ! his way to peace is (booth. 
But virtue which breaks through all oppofition, 1050 
And all temptation can remove, 
Moft ihines and moft is acceptably above. 

Therefore God's univerfal law 
Gave to the man defpotic power 
Over his female in due awe, 105J 

Not from that right to part an hour. 
Smile (he or lour : 
So Ihall he leaft confufion draw 
On his whole life, not fway*d 

By female ufurpation, or difmayM. 1060 

But had we beft retire, I fee a ftorm ? 

Sams. Fair days have oft contradted wind and rain. 

Chor. But this another kind of tempeft brings. 

Sams. Be lefe abftrufe, my riddling days are paft. 
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Chor. Look now for no incbanting voice nor fear 
The bait of honied words ; a rougher tongue "1066 
Draws hitherward, I know him by his ftride. 
The giant Harapka of Gath, his look 
Haughty as is his pile high-built and proud. 
Comes he in peace ? what wind hath blown him hither 
I lefs conjedlure than when firft I faw 1071 

The funaptuotts Dalila floting this way : 
His habit carries peace, his brow defiance. 

Sams. Or peace or not, alike to me he comes. 

CH0R.Hi8 fraught we foon fhall know>hcf nowarrive9» 

Ha r * I come not> Samfon> to condole thy chance, 1 076 
As thefe perhaps, yet wiih it had not been. 
Though for no friendly* intent. I am of Gath, . 
Men call me Harapha, of dock renown'd 
As Og or Anak and the Emims old jo8<^ 

That Kiriathaim held, thou know'ft me now 
If thou at all art known. Much I have heard 
Of thy* prodigious might and feats perform'd 
Incredible to me, in this difpleas'd. 
That I was never prefent on the place lo^r 

Of thofe encounters, where we might have try'd 
Each other's force in camp or lifted field : 
And now am come f fee of whom fuch noife 
Hath walk'd about, and each limb to furvey. 
If thy appearance anfwer loud report. 1090 

Sams. The way to know were not to fee but tafte. 

Har. Doft thou already fingle me ? I thought 
Gyves and the mill had tam'd thee. O ihsit fortune 
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Had brought me to the field, where thoa art fam** 
To have wrought fuch wonders with an afs*8 jaw ; i 
I ihoald have forc'd thee foon wilh other arms. 
Or left thy carcafs where the afs lay thrown : 
So had the glory' of prowefs been recover'd 
To Paleftine, won by a PhiHftine 
From the unforeikin'd race, of whom thoo beaPft i 
The higheft name for valiant ads ; that honor 
Certain to' have won by mortal duel from thee, 
I lofe, prevented by thy eyes put oat. 

Sams .Boafi not of what thou wonld'fi have done, bat 
What then thoa wonldft, thoa feefi it in thy hand, i ] 

Har. To combat with a blind man I difSain, 
And thou haft need much waihing to be touch'd. 

Sams. Such ufage as your honorable lords 
Afford me' affaffinated and betray'd. 
Who durft not with their whole united powers i ] 
In fight withftand me fingle and unarmed. 
Nor in the houfe with chamber ambuihes 
Clofe-banded durft attack me> no not deeping. 
Till they had hir'd a woman with their gold 
Breaking her marriage faith to circumvent me. 1 1 
Therefore without feign'd ihifts let be aflign'd 
Some narrow place inclos'd, where fight may give th 
Or rather flight. Ho great advantage on me;. 
Then put on all thy gorgeous arms, thy helmet 
And brigandinc of brafs, thy broad habergeon, 1 1 
Vant-brafs and grcvcs, and gauntlet, add thy fpca 
A weaver's beam, and fev'n-times-folded fhield, 
I only with an oaken ftaff. will meet thee 
And r^fe fuch outcries on' thy clatter'd iroD» 
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ich fhdl not long withhold me from thy Ketd,i 125 
It in a little time while breath remains thee, 
m oft ihalt wifli thyfelf at Gath to boaft 
lin in (afetf what thou wouldft have done 
Samlbtty bat ihalt never fee Gath more. 

Iar. Thon dorftnot thus difparage glorious trmt^ 
ich greateft heroes have in battle worn, 1 131 

sir ornament and iafety, had not fpells 
1 black inchantments, fome magician's art, 
Q*d thee or charm'd thee ftrong, which thou front 
piMftatthybirthwasgiv'ntheeinthyhaar, [Heavea 
ere ftrength can leaft abide, though all thy hairs 
re briftles ning'd like thofe that ridge the back 
chaTd wild boars, or raffled porcupines. 

>AMs. I know no fpells, ufe no forHdden arts ; 

truft is in the living God, who gav€ bI6 1140 
my nativity this flrength, diffused 

lefs through all my (inews, joints and bones, 
aa thine, while I preferv'd thefe locks unihonit 
e pledge of my unviolated vow. 

proof heteof, if Dagon be thy God, 1 14 j 

to his temple, invocate his aid 
th (blemneft devotion, fpread before him ' 
w highly it concerns his glory now 

fruftrate and diffolve thefe magic fpells, 

lich I to be the power of Ifrael's God 1 1^ 

3W, and challenge Dagon to the teft, 

bring to combat thee his champion bold 

th th' utmoll of his Godhead feconded t 

en thou flialt fee, or rather to thy forrow 

n feel, whofe God is ftrpngeil, thine or miilfc 1155 
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. Har. Prefume not on thy God, whatever he ht, 

Thee he regards not, owns not, hath cat off 

Quite from his people, and delivered up 

Into thy enemies hand, permitted them 

To put out both thine eyes, and fetter'4 ftnd thee il^^ 

Into the common prifon, there to grind 

Among Hit (laves and afles thy comrades. 

As good for nothing elfe, no better fervice 

With thofe thy boift'rous locks no worthy match 

For valor to aflail, nor by the fword i\6^ 

Of noble warrior, fo to ftain his honor, 

Sut by the barber's razor beft fubdaed. 

Sams. All thefe indignities, for fuch they are 
From thine, thefe evils I deferve and more, j 

Acknowledge them from God inflided on me 1170 | 
JufUy> yet defpair not of his final pardon 
Whofe ear is ever open, and his eye 
Gracious to re-admit the fappliant ; 
In confidence whereof I once again 
Defy thee to the trial of mortal fight, 1175 

By combat to decide whofe God is God, 
Thine or whom I with Ifrael's fons adore. 

Har. Fair honor that thou dofl thy God, in tracing 
He will accept thee to defend his caufe 
A Murderer, a Revolter, and a Robber. 11 80 

Sa MS. Tongue-doughty Giant, how doft thou prove 

[me thefe ? 

Har. Is not thy nation fubjedb.to our lords ? 
Their magiftrates confefs'd it, when they took thee 
As a league-breaker apd delivered bound . 
Into our hands : for hadft thou not committed 1 185 
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nurder on thofe thirty men 

, who never did thee harm, 

I robber flrippMft them of their robes ? 

ines, when thou hadft broke the leagae, 

ith armed pow'rs thee only feeking, 11 96 

iid no violence nor fpoil. 

^mong the daughters of the Philiftines 
•ife, which argued me no foe ; 
ir city held my 'nuptial feafl: : 
1-meaning politician lords, 1195 

^ence of bridal friends and gueils, 
to await me thirty (pies, 
tning cruel death condrain'd the bride 
from me and tell -to them my fecret, 
1 the riddle which I had proposed. IZQ6 
:rceiv'd all fet on enmity, 
enemies, wherever chanc'd, 
ility, and took their fpoil 
Y underminers in their coin, 
was fubjeded to your lords, 1205 

force of conqueft ; force with force 
died when the conquer'd can. 
ivate perfon, whom my country , 
le-breaker gave up bound, prefum'd 
ellion and did hoflile a^s. 12 16 

private but a perfon rais'd 
igth fufficient and command from Heaven 
y country ; if their fervile minds 
leliverer fent would not receive, 
ir marters gave me up for nought, 12 15 
rthier they; whence to this day they ferve. 
o my part from Heav'n affign'd, 
>erform-d it, if my known offenfe. 
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Had not disabled me, not all your force : 
Thefe fhifcs refuted, anfwer thy appellant I22# 

Though by his blindnefs maim'd for high attcmptf, | 
Who now defies thee thrice to Angle fight> j 

As a petty entcrprife of fmall enforce. ' 

Hak. With thee a man condemned, a flave inroird. 
Due by the law to capital puniihment ? 1225 

To £ght with thee no man of arms will deign. 

Sa MS. Cam'il thou for this, vain boafler, to furvey me^ 3 
Tb defcant on my ftrength, and give thy verdi£k ? 
Come nearer, part not hence fo flight informed ; 
But cake good heed my hand furvey not thee. 1230 

Har. O Baal-zebub f can my ears unus'd 
Hear theie diihonors, and not render death f 

S A M s . No man withholds thee, nothing from thy hand 
Fear I incurable ; bring up thy van. 
My heels are fetter'd, but my fift is free. 1255 

Har. This infolence other kind of anfwer fits* 

Sams. Go baffled coward, left I run upon thee« 
Though in thefe chains, bulk without fpirit vaft» 
And with one buffet lay thy ftruflure low. 
Or fwing thee in the air, then daih thee down 1240 
To th' hazard of thy brains and ihatter'd fides. 

Har. By Aftaroth ere long thou (halt lament 
Thefe braveries in irons loaden on thee. 

Chor. His giantfhip is gone fomewfaat Greft-ftlI'B» 
Stalking with lefs unconfcionable ftrides, 114$ 

And lower looks, but in a fultry chafe. 
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Sams. I dread him not» nor all his giant-brood, 
rhoagh fame divulge Him ^ther of five fons, 
^11 of gigantic fize, Goliah chief. 

Chor. He will dire£tly to the lords, I fear, 1250 
And with malicious counfel ftir them up 
Some way or other yet further to afflid.diee. 

Sams. He muft allege fome canfe, and oiIer*d fight 
Will not dare mention, left a queftion rife 
Whether he durft accept th' offer or not, 1255 

And that he durft not plain enough appeared. 
Much more afflidion than already felt 
They cannot well impofe, nor I fuftain 
If they intend advantage of my labors. 
The work of many hands, which earns my keeping 
With no fmall profit daily to my owners., 1261 

Bat come what will, my disadiieft foe will provt 
My'fpeedieft friend, by deftth'to rid me hence. 
The worft that he can give, to me the beft. 
Yet fo it may fall out, becaufe their end 126^ 

Is hate, not help to me, it may with mine 
Draw their own ruin who attempt the deed. 

Chor. Oh how comely it is, and how reviving 
To the fpirits of juft men long opprefs*d ! 
When God into the hands of their deliverer 1270 
Puts invincible might 

To quell the mighty of the earth, th* oppreffor. 
The brute and boift'rous force of violent men 
Hardy and induftrious to fupport 
Tyrannic pow'r, but raging to purfue ^^7i 

The righteous and all fuch as honor truth ; 
He all their ammunition 
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And feats of war defeats 

With plain heroic magnltade of mind 

And celeflial vigor arm'd, nS-^ 

Their armories and magazines contemns. 

Renders them ufclefs, while 

With winged expedition 

Swift as the lightning glance he executes 

His errand on the wicked, who furpriz'd u93 

Lofe their defenfe diftradled and amaz'd. 

B)]t patience is more oft the exercife 
Of faints, the trial of their fortitude. 
Making them each his own deliverer. 
And vidlor over all 1X9^ 

That tyranny or fortune can inflid, 
£ith^r of thefe is in thy lot, 
Samfon, with might indued 
Abov^ the fons of men ; but fight bereaved 
May chance to number thee with thofe it^f 

Whom patience finally mufi crown. 

This idol's day hath been to thee no day of reft, 
Laboring thy mind 

More than the working day thy hands. 
And yet perhaps more trouble is behind, tjCO 

For I defcry this way 
Some other tending, in his hand 
A fcepter or quaint ftaff he bears. 
Comes on amain, fpeed in his look. 
By his habit I difcern him now xjoj 

A public Officer, and now at hand. 
jlis mefiage will be ihort and voluble. 

Off. Hebrews, the pris*ner Samfon here I feek. 
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OR. His manacles remark him, there he fits. 

F>. Samfon, to thee our lords thas bid me fay ; 1 3 10 

day to Dagon is a folemn feaftr 
i facrifices, triamph, pomp, and games ; 

ftrength they know furpaffing human rate, 

now fome public proof thereof require 
konor this great feait, and great aiTembly ^ ijij 
> therefore with all fpeed and come along, 
ere I will fee thee hearten'd and freih clad 
appear as fits before th' illuftrious lords. 

[them, 
A MS. Thou know'ft I am an Hebrew, therefore tell 
Law forbids at their religious rites . 1320 

prefence ; for that caufe I cannot come. 

•pp. This anfwer, be afifurM, will not content them. 

A MS. Have they not fword-players, and every fort 
^ymnic artifls, wrefilers, riders, runners, 
lers and dancers, antics, mummers, mimics, 132c 
they mud pick me out with fhackles tir'd, 
I over-labor'd at their public mill, 
make them fport with blind a^lvity ? 
they not feek occafion of new quarrels 
my refufal to diilrefs me more, tt^^ 

make a game of my calamities ? 
turn the way thou cam'fl, I will not come. 

Dpf. Regard thyfelf, this will offend them highly. 

Iams. Myfelf? my confcience and internal peace. 
I they think me fo broken, fo debas'd 133JJ 

h corporal fervitude, that my mind ever 



iiS SAMSON AGONISTES. 

.Will Gondefcend to fach abfnrd commands ? 
Although their drndge, to be their fool or jefter^ 
And in my midft of forrow and heart-grief 
To (how them feats, and play before their God, 
The word of all indignities, yet on me 
Join'd with extreme contempt ? I will not come 

Off. My meflage was impos'd on me with ff 
Brooks no delay : is this thy refolution ? 

Sams. So take it with what fpeed thy meflage i 

Off. I am ibrry what this ftoutnefs will prod 

Sams. Perhaps thou (halt have caufe to forrow' in 

Chor. Coniider, Samfon; matters now are fl 
Up to the highthy whether to hold or break ; 
He's gone, and who knows how he may report 
Thy words by adding fuel to the flame ? 
Expeft another meflage more imperious. 
More lordly thund'ring than thou well wilt bear 

Sams. Shall I abufe this confecrated gift 
Of ftrength, again returning with my hair 
After my great tranfgreflion, fo requite 
FaTpr renew'd, and add a greater fm 
By proftituting holy things to idols ; 
A Nazarite in place abominable 
Vaunting my flrength in honor to their Dagon ? 
Befldes how vile, contemptible, ridiculous, 
• What aft more execrably unclean, profane ? 

Chor ; Yet with this ftren gth thou ferv'ft the Phili 
Idolatrous, uncircamcis'd, unclean* 
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Sams. Not in their idol-worfhip, but by labor 1365 
Honeft and lawful to deferve my food 
Of thofe who have me in their civil power. 

inot. 
efilc 

[holds. 
Sams. Where outward force conftrains, the fentence 
But who conftrains me to the temple of Dagon, 13.70 
Not dragging ? the Phillftian lords command. 
. Commands are no conflraints. If I obey then^, 
I do it freely, venturing to difpleafe 
God for the fear of Man, and Man prefer. 
Set God behind : which in his jcBlonff 1375 

Shall never, unrepented, find forgivenefs. 
Yet that he may difpenfe with me or thee ^ 

Frefent in temples at idolatrous rites ^ 

For fome important cauie, thou need'ft not doubt* 

[reach. 
' Chor. How thou wilt here come oiF furmbunts my 

Sams. Be of good courage, I begin to feel 1381 
Some roufing motions in me which difpofe 
To fomething extraordinary my thoughts. 
I with this meffenger will go along, 
Nothing to do, be fure, that may difhonor 1385 

Our law, or (lain my vow of Nazarite. 
If there be ought of prefage in the mind. 
This day will be remarkable in my life 
" By fome great aft, or of my days the laft. 1389 

Chor. In time thou haft refolv'd, the man returns. 

Off. Samfon, this fecond mefl*age from our lords 
To thee I am bid fay. Art thou our flave^ 
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Oar captive, at the public mill our drudge* 

And dar'ft thou at our fending and command 

Difpute thy coming ? come without delay ; 139; 

Or we (hall find fuch engins to alTail 

And hamper thee, as thou (halt come of force. 

Though thou wert firmlier faften'd than a rock. 

Sams. I could be well content to try their art. 
Which to no few of them would prove pernicious. 1400 [ 
Yet knowing their advantages too many, 1 

Becaufe they fhall not trail me through their ftreets 1 
Like a wild beaft, I am content to go. 
Mafters commands come with a pow'r refiftlefs 
To fuch as owe them abfolute fubjeflion ; 1405 

And for a life who will not change his purpofe f 
(So mutable are all the ways of men) ■■ 
Yet this be fure, in nothing to comply 
Scandalous or forbidden in our Law. 

Off. I praife thy refolution: doff thefe links : 1410 
By this compliance thou wilt win the lords 
To favor, and perhaps to fet thee free. 

Sams. Brethren farewel ; your company along 
I will not wifli, left it perhaps offend them 
To fee me girt with friends; and how the fight 1415 
Of me as of a common enemy. 
So dreaded once, may now exafperate them 
I know not : lords are lordlieft in their wine ; 
And the well-feafted prieft then fooneft fir'd 
With zeal, if ought religion feem concern'd ; i4f« 
No lefs the people on their holy-days 
Impetuous, infolent, unquenchable: 
Happen what may, of mc exped to hear 
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g difhonourable, impure, unworthy 
>d, our Law, my Nation, or myCtlf, 
1 of me or no I cannot warrant. 



112 
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R. Go, and the Holy One 
el be thy guide 

at may ferve his glory beft, and fprcad his name 
among the Heathen round ; i^^e 

lee the Angel of thy birth, to ftand 
' thy fide, who from thy father's field 
rp in flames after this mefiage told 
' conception, and be now a fhield 
r ; that Spirit that firft rufh'd on thee 1435 

camp of Dan 

:acious in thee now at need. 
:ver was/rom Heav'n imparted 
re of ftrength fo great to mortal fi^ed, 
thy wondrous adions hath been feen. 1440 

herefore comes old Manoah in fuch haile 
youthful fteps ? much livelier than ere while 
;ms : fuppofing here to find his fon, 
him bringing to us fome glad news ? 

r.Peace with you, Brethren; my inducement hither 
lot at prefent here to find my fon, 1446 

ier of the lords new parted hence 
►me and play before them at their feaft. 
d all as I came, the city rings, 
lumbers thither flock, I had no will, *4S^ 

fhould fee him forc'd to things unfeemly. 
lat which mov'd my coming now, was chiefly 
ve ye part with me what hope I have 
good fuccefs to work his liberty. 
G 



,22 SAMSON AGONISTES. 

Chor. That hope would much rejoice us to partake 
With tl|ce; fay, reverend Sire, we thirft to hear. 1456 

Man. I have attempted one by one the lords 
Either at home, or through the high flreet pa£ing, 
\\'ith Aipplication prone and father's tears, 
T'accept of ranfome for my fon their prisoner. 1460 
Some much averfe I found and wondrous harfh. 
Contemptuous proud, fet on revenge and fpite ; 
That part moft reverenc'd Dagon and his priefts : 
Others more moderate feeming, but their aim 
Trivate reward, for which both God and State 1465 
They eafily would fet to fale ; a third 
More generous far and civil, who confefs'd 
They had enough reveng'd, having reduc'd 
Their foe to mifery beneath their fears. 
The rell was magnanimity to remit, 1470 

If fome convenient ranfome were propos'd. 
What noife or Ihout was that ? it tore the fky. 

Chor, Doubtlefs the people fliouting to behold 
Their once great dread, captive, and blind before them, 
Or at fome proof of ilrength before them fhown. 1475 

Man. His ranfome, if my whole inheritance 
May compafs it, (hall willingly be paid 
And number'd down : much rather I fhall choofe 
To live the pooreft in my tribe, than richeft. 
And he in that calamitous prifon left. 1480 

No, I am fix'd not to part hence without him. 

Tt6v That part moft revcrencM Dagon, &c.] Milton in this 
place indulges that inveterate fpleen which he always bad agaioft 
}:i!blic and cdablinicd religion^ he might alfo perhaps glance at hit 
own cafe after the Reftoration. 
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3T bis redemption all my patrimony 

* need be, I am ready to forgo 

Liid quit : not wanting him, I (hall want nothing. 

ChIor. Fathers are wont to lay up for their fons, 1485 
rhou for thy fon art bent to lay out all ; 
Sons wont to nurfe their parents in old age. 
Thou in old age car 'ft how to nurfe thy fon 
Made older than thy age through eye-fight loft. 

Man. It fliall be my delight to tend his eyes, 1490 
And view him fitting in the houfe, ennobled 
With all thofe high exploits by him achiev'd, 
And on his (houlders waving down thofe locks. 
That of a nation arm'd the ftrength contain'd ; 
And I perfuade me God had not permitted 1495 

His ftrength again to grow up with his hair 
Garrifon'd round about him like a camp 
Of faithful foldiery, were not his purpofe 
To ufe him further yet in fome great fervice. 
Not to fit idle with fo great a gift i^oo 

Ufclefs, and thence ridiculous about him. 
And fince his ftrength with eye- fight was not loft, 
God will reftore him eye-fight to his ftrength. 

Chor. Thy hopes are not ill founded nor feem vain 
Of his delivery, and thy joy thereon 1^05 

Conceiv'd agreeable to a father's love. 
In both which we, as next, participate. 

Ma N.I know your friendly minds and — O what noife! 
Mercy of Heav'n, what hideous noife was that ! 
Horribly loud, unlike the former fhout. 15 10 

G 2 
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Chor. Noife call you it or univerfal groan. 
As if the whole inhabitation perifli'd ! 
Bloody death, and deathfal deeds are in that noif 
Ruin, deftrudlion at the utrooft point. 

Man. Of ruin indeed methought I heard the nc 
Oh it continues, they have flain roy fon. i 

Chor. Thy fon is rather flaying them, that out< 
From flaughter of one foe could not afcend. 

Man. Some difmal accident it needs mufl be; 
What fhall we do, flay here or run and fee ? ] 

Beft keep together here, left running thither 
We unawares run into danger's mouth. 
This evil on the Philiftines is falPn ; 
From whom could elfe a general cry be heard ? 
The fuiFerers then will fcarce moleft us here, j 
From other hands we need not much to fear. 
What if his eye-fight (for to Ifrael's God 
Nothing is hard) by miracle reftor'd, 
He now be dealing dole among his foes, 
And over heaps of flaughter'd walk his way ? i 

Man. That were a joy prcfumptuous to be thou; 

Chor. Yet God hath wrought things as incredi 
For his people of old ; what hinders now ? 

Man. He can I know, but doubt to think he wi 
Yet hope would fain fubfcribe, and tempts belief, i 
A little flay will bring fome notice hither. 

Chor. Of good or bad fo great, of bad the fooE 
For evil news rides poft, while good news baits. 
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our wifh I fee one hither fpeeding, 

rew, as I guefs, and of our tribe. 1540 

. O whither fhall I run, or which way fly 
lit of this fo horrid fpeftacle, 
?ril my eyes beheld and yet behold / 
; imagination ftill purfues me. 
ndence or inftind of nature feems, 1545 

in though difturb'dy and fcarce confulted, 
e guided me aright, I know not how, j 
firft reverend Maaoah, and to thefe 
ntrymen, whom here I knew remaining, 
ime diftance from the place of horror, 1550 
e fad event too much concerned. 

. The accident wai loud, and here before thee 
leful cry, yet what it was we hear not ; 
a^e needs, thou feeft we long to knov^. 

J. It would burft forth, but I recover breath 
fe diftradt, to know well what I utter, 1 5 56 

. Tell us the fum, the circum fiance defer. 

}. Gaza yet Hands, but all her fons are fairn, 
i moment overwhelniM and fall'n. 

. Sad, but thou know 'ft to Ifraelites not faddeft 
blation of a hoilile city. 1561 

;. Fcedon that firft, there may in grief be furfeit, 

. Relate by whom. Mess. By Samson. 

[Man. That ftill leflens 
row, and converts it nigh to joy. 

G 3 
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Mess. Ah Manoaii, I refrain too fuddenly ij 
To utter what will come at lafl too foon ; 
Left evil tidings with too rude irruption 
Hitting thy aged ear ihould pierce too deep. 

Man. Sufpenfe in news is torture, fpeak them < 

Mess. Take then the worll in brief, Samfon is d 

1 

Man. The worft indeed, O all my hope's defc 
To free him hence I but death who fets all free 
Hath paid his ranfome now and full difcharge. 
.What windy joy this day had I conceiv'd 
Hopeful of his delivery, which now provea 
Abortive as the firft-born bloom of fpring 
Nipt with the lagging rear of winter's freft ! 
Yet ere I give the reins to grief, fay firft. 
How dy'd he ; death to life is crown or fhaffle. 
'All by him fell thou fay'ft, by whom fell he. 
What glorious hand gave Samfon his death's woi 

Mfiss. Unwounded of his enemies he fell. 

Man. Wearied with flaughter then or how ? exj 

Mess. By his own hands. 

Man. Self-violence? what caufe 
Brought him fo foon at variance with himfelf 
Among his foes ? Mess. Inevitable caufe 
At once both to deftroy and be deflroy'd ; 
The edifice, where all were met to fee him. 
Upon their heads and on his own he pull'd. 

Man. O laftly over-ftrong againft thyfelf ! 
A dreadful way thou took'll to thy revenge. 
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lan enoagh we know ; but while things ye( 
confufion, give us if thou canfl, 
tnefs of what firft or laft was done> 1595 

Q more particular and diflindl. 

s. Occafions drew me early to this city, 
the gates I entered with fun-rife, 
orning trumpets feflival proclaimed 
;h each high flreet: little I had difpatchM,i6ce 
ill abroad was rumour'd that this day 
. fhould be brouglit forth, to (how the people 
i£ his mighty flrength in feats and games ; 
w*d at his captive flate, but minded 
be abfent at that fpedlacle. 1605 

illding was a fpacious theatre 
)und on two main pillars vaulted high, 
eati where all the lords and each degree 
:, might fit in order to behold ; 

Half-round on two main pillars vanlted high, &c,l Mil* 
finely accounted for this dreadful cataflrophe, and obriated 
,mon obje^^ion. It is commonly afked, how fo great a 
, containing fo many thoufands of people, could reft upon 
irs fo near placed together : and to this it is anfwered, that 
i are not wanting of far more large and capacious buildings 
s, that have been fupported only by one pillar. Particularly, 

the 15th chapter of the 36th book of his natural hiftory, 
s two theatres built by one C. Curio, each of which was 
d only by one pillar, or pin, or hinge, tho' very many thou- 

pcople did fit in it together. See Poole's Annotations, 
yer further adds, that Dt» Shaw in his travels obfcrving 
e eaftern method of building, fays, that the place where 
ibit their diverfions at this day, is an advanced cloyfter,made in 
.on of a large penthoufe, fuppojted only by one or two con- 
pillars in the front, or elfe at the center, and that upon a 
on therefore that in the houfe of Dag on, there was a cloy- 
'u£lure of this kind, the pulling down the front or center 
nly which fupported ir, would be attended wii.» the Lke 
>hc that happen'd to the Philiilines. See Shaw's iravelt. 
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The other fide was open, where the throng 
On banks and fcafFolds under iky might ftand 
I among thefe aloof obicurely flood. 
The feafl and noon grew high, and facrlfice 
Had fill'd their hearts with mirth, high chear, an 
H'hen to their fports they turned. Immediate] 
Was Samfon as a public fervant brought. 
In their flate livery clad ; before him pipes 
And timbrels, on each fide went armed guard! 
Both horfe and foot, before him and behind 
Archers, and {lingers, cataphradls and fpears. 
At fight of him the people with a (heut 
Rifted the air, clamoring their God with prai 
Who' had made their dreadful enemy their thr 
He patient but undaunted where they led him, 
Came to the place, and what was fet before hi 
Which without help of eye might be afTay'd, 
To heave, pull, draw, or break, he flill pcrf< 
All with incredible, flupendious force, 
None daring to appear antagonift. 
At length for intermiflion fake they led him 
Between the pillars ; he his guide requefted 
(For fo from fuch as nearer ftood we heard) 
As Gver-tir*d to let him lean a while 
With both his arms on thofe two mafTy pillars 
That to the arched roof gave main fupport. 
He unfufpicious led him ; which when Samfo 
Felt in his arms, with head a while inclin'd. 
And eyes fall fix'd he flood, as one who pray 
Or fome great matter in his mind revolv'd : 
At lad with head ere6l thus cryM aloud. 
Hitherto, Lords, what your commands impo 
I have performed, as reafon was, obeying, 
Not without wonder or delight beheld : 
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tv of my own accord Aich other trial 

ean to Aow you of my ftrength, yet greater; 1645 

with amaze fhall ftrike all who behold. 

s utterM, flraining ail his nerves he bow'd, 

ivith the force of winds and waters pent, 

en mountains tremble, thofe two mafly pillars 

h horrible convulfion to and fro, 1650 

tugg*d, he (hook, till down they came and drew 

: whole roof after them, with burft of thunder 

>n the heads of all who fat beneath, 

ds, ladies, captains, counfellors, or prieils, 

-ir choice nobility and flow'r, not only 165.5 

this but each Philiftian city round 

t from all parts to folemnize this feafl. 

afon with thefe inmix'd, inevitably 

Td down the fame deftrudion on himfelf j 

i vulgar only fcap'd who flood without. 1660 

'hor. O dearly-bought revenge, yet glorious 1 

ing or dying thou hafl fulfill'd 

\ work for which thou wafl foretold 

lirael, and now ly'ft vidorious 

3ng thy flain felf-kill'd 1665 

willingly, but tangled in the fold 
lire neceffity, whofe law in death conjoin'd 
e with thy flaughter'd foes in number more 
n all thy life had flain before. 

[lime, 
SMICHOR. V/hile their hearts were jocond and fub- 
nk with idolatry, drunk with wine, 167 1 

fat regorg'd of bulls and goats, 
anting their idol, and preferring 
re oi^r living Dread who dwells 
ilo his bright fan^tuary : 1675 
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Amoog them he a fpi'rit of phrenzy fent. 

Who hurt their minds^ 

And urg'd them on with mad deiire 

To call in hafte for their deftroyer ; 

They only fet on fport and play 

Unweetingly importun'd 

Their own deilru^ion to come fpeedy upon then 

So fond are mortal men 

Fall'n into wrath divine, 

As their own ruin on themfelves t'invite> 

Infenfate left, or to fenfe reprobate. 

And with blindnefs internal ftruck. 

Semichor. But he though blind of &^t^ 
Defpis'd and thought extinguiih'd quite» 
With inward eyes illuminated. 
His fiery virtue rousM 
From under afties into fudden flame. 
And as an evening dragon came, 
AfTailant on the perched rooils. 
And nefts in order rang'd 
Of tame villatic fowl ; but as an eagle 
His cloudlefs thunder bolted on their heads. 
So virtue giv'n for loft, 
Deprefs'd, and overthrown, as feem'd. 
Like that fclf-begotten bird 
In the Arabian woods imboft. 
That no fecond knows nor third, ' 
And lay ere while a holocauft. 
From out her afliy womb now tecm*d. 
Revives, reflourifhcs, then vigorous moil 
When moft unadlive deem'd. 
And though her body die, her fame furvives 
A fecular bird ages of lives. 
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kflAN. Come, come, no time for lamentation now, 

r much more caufe ; Samfon hath quit himfelf 17 10 

^t Samfon, and heroickly hath fini(h'd 

life heroic, on his enemies 

illy reveng'd, hath left them years of mourning, 

nd lamentations to the fons of Caphtor 

bough all Philillian bounds ; to Ifrael 171^ 

oner hath left, and freedom, let but them 

nd courage to lay hold on this occaiion ; 

>* himfelf and father's houfe eternal fame ; 

id which is bed and happiell yet, all this 

ith God not parted from him, as was fear'd, 1720 

t favouring and afTifting to the end. 

thing is here for tears, nothing to wail 

knock the breafl, no weaknefs, no contempt, 
tpraife, or blame, nothing but well and fair, 
d what may quiet us in a death fo noble.^ 1725 
: us go find the body where it lies 
z'd in his enemies blood, and from the dream 
th lavers pure and cleanfing herbs wafh off 
e clotted gore. I with what fpeed the while 
aza is not in plight to fay us nay) 1730 

U fend for all my kindred, all my friends,. 

fetch him hence, and folemnly attend 
th filent obfequy and funeral train 
*nc to his father's houfe : there will I build him 
iionument, and plant it round with fliade 173^ 
laurel ever green, and branching palm,^ 
th all his trophies hung, and ads inroll'd 
copious legend, or fv/eet lyric fong. 
•ither fhall all the valiant youth reibrt,^ 
d from his memoi-y inflame their breads ^7^o 

* matchlefs valor, and adventures high,:. 
it virgins alfo fhall on feallfui days 
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Vifit his tomb with flow'rs, only bewailing 
His lot unfortunate in nuptial choice. 
From whence captivity and lofs of eyes. 

Chor. All is befty though we oft doubt 
What th' unfcarchable difpofe 
Of higheft wifdom brings about. 
And ever bed found in the clofe. 
Oft he feems to hide his face. 
But unexpe^edly returns. 
And to his faithful champion hath in place 
Bore witnefs gloriouily ; whence Gaza mot 
And all that band them to refift 
His uncontrollable intent ; 
His fervants he with new acquiil 
Of true experience from this great event 
With peace and confolation hath difmift. 
And calm of mind all paffion fpent. 



THE END, 



POEMS 

UPON 

SEVERAL OCCASIONS, 

Compos'd at feveral Times, 

By Mr. JOHN MILTON. 



Baccare frontem 

ingi 

irgil, Eclog. 7. 



Cinfirite, ne vatl noceat mala lingaa futaro. 

Virgil, - ' 



To tbe iiril edition of the author's poems printed in 1 645 
was preExed the following advertifement of 

The Stationer to the Reader. 

IT is not any private refpeft of gain, gentle Reader, 
for the flighted pamphlet is now adays more vendible 
than the works of learnedeft men ; but it is the love £ 
have to our own language, that hath made me diligent to 
colled and fet forth fuch pieces both«in profeand verfe, 
as tnay renew the wonted honor and efleem of oar Engliih 
toneue : and it is the worth of thefe both Englifh and 
Latin poems, not the flouriQi of any prefixed encomiums 
that can invite thee to buy them, though thefe are not 
without the highefl commendations and applaufe of the 
learnedefl Academies, both domelHc and foreign ; and 
amongfl thofe of our own country, the unparalleled at- 
teftation of that renov/ned Provoft of Eton, Sir Henry 
Wotton. I know not thy palate how it relifhes fuch 
dainties, nor how harmonious thy foul is; perhaps more 
trivial airs may pleafe thee better. But howfoever thy 
opinion is fpent upon thefe, that encouragement I have 
already received from the moll ingenious men in their 
clear and courteous entertainment of Mr. Waller's late 
choice pieces, hath once more made me adventure into 
the world, prefenting it with thefe ever-green, and not 
to be blalled laurels. The Author's more peculiar ex- 
cellency in thefe iludies was too well known to conceal 
his papers, or to keep me from attempting to folicit 
them from him. Let the event guide itfelf which way 
it will, I (hall deferve of the age, by bringing intothe^ 
light as true a birth, as the Mufes have brought forth 
iince our famous Spenfer wrote ; whofe poems in thefe 
Englifh ones are as rarely imitated, as fweetly excelled. 
Reader, if thou art eagle-eyed to cenfure their worth, I 
am not fearful to expofe them to thy exadleil perufaL 

Thine to command. 

Humph. Moselet- 



POEMS 

O N 

SEVERAL OCCASION &• 
I. 

On the death of a fair Infant, dying of a cough ♦• 

I. 

OFairefl flow'r no fooner blown but blafled^ 
Soft filken primrofe fading timeltily, 
Sommer's chief honor, if thou hadfl out-Iafted 
Bleak Winter's force that made thy blo/Tom dry ; 
For he being amorous on that lovely dye ^ 

That did thy cheek en vermeil, thought to kifs. 
But killMy alas> and then bewail'd his fatal blifs. 

Ih 
For fince grim Aquilo his charioteer ^ 
By boiftrotts rape th' Athenian damfel got. 
He thought it touched his deity full near^ i^ 

If likewife he fome fair one wedded not, . 
Thereby to wipe away ih' infamous blot 

Of long-uncoupled bed, and childlefs eld^ 
Which'mongfl: the wantonGods a foul reproach was held, 

• Compofed in 1625, the 17th year of Milton't age. This 
infant was the Author's niece„ a daughter of his fifter Philips, 
ajid probably her firft child. 

8. For fince grim Aquilo, &c.]. Boreas, or Aquilo, cafried off by 
force Oiitbyfa, daughter of £re^eus. King of Alhei»« 



136 POEMS on fcveral OCCASIONS. 

III. 
So mounting up in icy-pearled car. 
Through middle empire of the freezing air 
He wander'd long> -till thee he fpy'd from far ; 
There ended was his queft, there ceas'd his care. 
Down he defcended from his fhow-foft chair. 
But all unwares with his cold-kind embrace 
Unhous'd thy virgin foul from her fair biding pla< 

IV. 

Yet art thou not inglorious in thy fate ; 
For fo Apolh), with unweeting hand, 
Whilome did flay his dearly-loved mate. 
Young Hyacinth born on Eurota's ftrand. 
Young Hyacinth the pride of Spartan land ; 

But then transformed him to a purple flower : 
Alack that fo to change thee Winter had no powe 

V. 
Yet can I not perfuade me thou art dead, 
Or that thy corfe corrupts in earth's dark womb. 
Or that thy beauties lie in wormy bed. 
Hid from the world in a low delved tomb ; 
Could Heav'n for pity thee fo flridtly doom ? 

Oh no ! for fomething in thy face did fhine 
Above mortality, that fhow'd thou wafl divine. 

VI. 

Refolve me then, oh Soul moft furely bleft, 
(If fo it be that thou thefe plaints doll hear) 
Tell me bright Spirit where'c?r thou hovereft. 
Whether above that high firft-moving fphere. 
Or in th'Elyfian fields (iffuch there were) 
;^p.fay me true, if thou wert mortal wight, 

from us fo quickly thou didft take thy flig 
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VII. 
a fomc ftar which from the ritinM roof 
I Olympus by mifchance didft fall ; 
ireful Jove in nature's true behoof 45 

, and in fit place did reinflall ? 
f late earth's fons beiiege the wall 
sny Heav'n^ and thou fome Goddefs fled 
us here below to hide thy ne£lar'd head ? 

VIII. 
thoa that jufl maid who once before 50 

the hated earth, O tell me footh^ 
I'ft again to vifit us once more ? 
thou that fweet fmiling Youth ? 
:rown'd matron fage white-robed Truth ? 
f other of that heav'nly bfood 55 

Q in cloudy throne to do the world fome good? 

IX. 
thou of the golden-winged hofl:, 
ring clad thyfelf in human weed, 
from thy prefixed feat didft poft, 
r ihort abode Hy back with fpeed, 60 

(how what creatures Heav'n doth breed, 
by to fet the hearts of men on fire 
I the fordid world, and unto Heav'n afpire ? 

X. 

/hy didft thou not ftay here below 
us with thy heav'n-lov'd innocence, 65 

his wrath whom fin hath made our foe, 

did of late earth*9 fbns> &c,] When the Giants invaded 
le Deities fled and concealed themfelves in. various (hapes. 
. V. 319. 

wert thou that juft maid, &c.] Aftrea, or the Goddef* 
who, offended with the crimes of men, forfook the earth* 
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To turn fwift rufhing black perdition hence. 
Or drive away the flaughtering peftilence. 

To ftand 'twixt us and our deferved fmart ? 
But thou canfl befl perform that office where thou 

XI. 

Then thou the Mother of fo fweet a Child 
Her falfe imagin'd lofs ceafe to lament. 
And wifely learn 10 cu-b thy forrows wild ; 
Think what a preiliu tiiOii to God haft fent. 
And render him with patience what he lent 5 
This if thou do, he will an oflf>pring give 
That till the world's laft end (hall make thy name 



II. 

Anno ^tatis 19. (1627.) At a Vacation E 
in the college, part Latin, part Engliih. 
Latin fpeeches ended, the Englifh thus b< 

HAIL native language, that by finews we 
Didft move my firil endeavoriig tongue tc 
And mad'ft imperfeft words with childifh trip 
Half unpronounc'd, Aide through my infant-li 
Driving dumb filence from the portal door. 
Where he had mutely fat two years before ; 
Here I falute thee, and thy pardon afk. 
That now I ufe thee in my latter taflc : 
Small lofs it is that thence can come unto the 
I know my tongue but little grace can. do the 
Thou need'ft not be ambitious to be firft. 
Believe me I have thither packt the worft : 
And, if it happen as I did forecaft. 
The daintieft diihes (hall be ferv'd up lait. 
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; then deny me not thy aid 15 

me fmall negle£t that I have made : 
;hee ftrait to do me once a pleafure, 
thy wardrobe bring thy chiefeft treafure, 
new fangled toys, and trimming flight 
:es our late fantaftics with delight, 20 

lofe richeft robes, and gay*ft attire 
jpeft fpirits, and choiceft wits defire : 
le naked thoughts that rove about, 
y knock to have their paffage out j 
y of their place do only Hay 25 

haft deck'd them in thy beft array ; 
ley may without fufpeft or fears 
y to this fair afTembly's ears, 
rathof, if I were to chufe, 
ce in fome graver fubjedt ufe, ^% i] 

lay make thee fearch thy coffers round* 
oa clothe my fancy in £t found : 
ire the deep tranfported mind may foar 
e wheeling poles, and at Heav'n's door 
and fee each blifsful Deity 35 

jefore the thunderous throne doth lie, 
to what unfhorn Apollo iings 

uch of golden wires, while Hebe brings .1 

! nedlar to her kingly fire : \ 

ling through the fpheres of watchful fire, 41^ ' 1 

y regions of wide air next under, 
i of fnow and lofts of piled thunder, A 

at length how green-eyM Neptune raves, 
n's defiance muttering all his waves ; 
g of fecret things that came to pafs 45 i 

ildam Nature in her cradle was ; 
of kings and queens and heroes old^ 
the wife Demodocus once told 
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In folcmn fongs at king Alcinous feaft. 
While fad Ulyffes foul and all the reft 
Are held with his melodious harmony 
In willing chains and fweet captivity. 
But Ec, my wand'ring Mufe, how thou dofl &ny 
Expectance calls thee now another way. 
Thou know'fl it muil be now thy only bent 
To keep in compafs of thy predicament : 
Then quick about thy purpos'd buflnefs come. 
That to the next I may refign my room. 



Then Ens is reprefented as father of the Predicam 
his ten fons, whereof the eldefl flood for Subilt 
with his canons, which Ens thtm^ fpeaking, 
plains. 

GOOD luck befriend thee, Son; for at thy b: 
The faery ladies danc'd upon the hearth ; 
Thy droufy nurfe hath fworn fhe did them fpie 
Come tripping to the room where thou didft lie. 
And fweetly iinging round about thy bed 
Strow all their bleffings on thy fleeping head. 
She heard them give thee this, that thou ihouldil HI 
From eyes of mortals walk inviiible : 
Yet there is fomething that doth force my fear. 
For once it was my diimal hap to hear 
A Sibyl old, bow-bent with crooked age 
That far events full wifely could prefage. 
And in time's long and dark profpedive glafs 
Forefaw what future days ihould bring to pafs ; 
Your fon, faid fhe, (nor can you it prevent) 
Shall fubjed be to many an Accident. 
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)retliren he fhall reign as king, ^r 

c (hall make him underling, 
at cannot live from him afunder 
(hall flrive to keep him under, 
I excellence he fhall out-go them, 
ove them, he fhall be below them ; 80 
he fhall fland in need of nothing, 
•others fhall depend for clothing. 
3 it fhall not be his hap, 
lall lull him in her flow'ry lap ; 
live in flrife, and at his door Sr 

rar fhall never ceafe to roar : 
)e his natural property 
thofe that are at enmity. 
, what force, what mighty fpell, if not 
I hands can loofe this Gordian knot ? 90 

lantity and Quality fpake in profe, then 
elation was caird by his name. 

3 arife ; whether thou be the fbn 

nbft Tweed, or Oofe, or gulphy Dun, 

/ho like fame earth-born giant fpreads 

rms along th' indented meads, 

ole that runneth underneath, 95 

vift, guilty of maiden's death, 

/on, or of fedgy Lee, 

ne, or ancient hallow'd Dee, 

loud that keeps the Scythian's name, 

fmooth, or royal towred Thame. too 

[The reft was profe.] 

x'lfc, &c.] In invoking thefe rivers, Milton had his 
/ i:pon that admirable cpifodc in Spenfer, of the 
le Thames and the McJway, where the feveral 
aduced in honor of the ceremony. Fairy Queen, 
I. 
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III. i 

On the Morning of Christ's N atiyitti 
ComposM in 1629. 

I. 

THIS is the month, and this the happy monii j 
Wherein the Son of Heav'ns eternal King 
Of wedded Maid, and Virgin-Mother born. 
Our great redemption from above did bring ; 
For fo the holy fages once did iing 

That he our deadly forfeit fhould release. 
And with his Father work us a perpetual peace. 

II. 
That glorious form, that light nnfufferable. 
And that far-beaming blaze of majefty. 
Wherewith he wont at Heav'n's high council-table lO 
To fit the midft of Trinal Unity, 
He laid aiide ; and here with us to be, 

Forfook the courts of everlafling day. 
And chofe with us a darkfome houfe of mortal dif* 

III. 
Say heav'niy Mufe, fhall not thy facred vein i! 
Afford a prefent to the Infant God ? 



Haft thou no verfe, no hymn, or folemn Uraio, 

To welcome him to this his new abode, 

Now while the Heav'n by the fun's team untrod, 

Hath took no print of the approaching light, M 
And all the fpangled hod keep watch in fquadron'sbiigb) 

IV. 
See how from far upon the eaftern road 
The ftar-led wifards hafte with odors fweet 5 
O run, prevent them with thy humble ode. 
And lay it lowly at his blefled feet ; jj 

Have thou the honor firft, thy Lord to greet, 
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Lnd join thy voice unto the Angel quire, 

m out his (acred altar touch'd with hallow'd fixt« 

The H Y M N. 

I. 

T was the winter wild. 

While the Heav'n-born child sq 

All meanly wrapt in the rude manger lies ; 
atnre in awe to him 
ad dofft her gaudy trim. 
With her great Mafter To to fympathize : 
was no feafon then for her 3^ 

o wanton with the fun her lufty paramour. 

IL 

Kily with Speeches fair 

Lc woo's the gentle air 

To hide her guilty front with innocent fnow, 
nd on her naked ihame, 4O 

^llote with ilnful blame, 

The faintly veil of maiden white to throw, 
•Onfounded, that her Maker's eyes 
honld look fo near upon her foul deformities. 

III. 
ht he her fears to ceafe 4^ 

ient down the meek-ey'd Peace ; 

She crown'd with olive gre^n, came foftly Aiding 
)own through the turning fphere 
lis ready harbinger. 

With turtle wing the amorous clouds dividing, 50 
tnd waving wide her myrtle wand, 
he fliikes an univerfal peace through fea and land. 

IV. 
lo war, or battel's found 
iTas heard the world around : 
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The idle fpear and fhield were high up hang. 
The hooked chariot flood 
Unftain'd with hoftilc blood. 

The trumpet fpake not to the armed throng. 
And kings fat ftill with awful eye, 
As if they furely knew their fov'reign Lord was by 

V. 

But peaceful was the night, 

• Wherein the Prince of light 

His reign of peace upon the earth began : 
The winds with wonder whift 
^Smoothly the waters kift, 

Whifp'ring new joys to the mild ocean. 
Who now hath quite forgot to rave. 
While birds of calm fit brooding on the charmed \ 

VI. 
The ftars with deep amaze 
Stand fix'd in iledfaft gaze. 

Bending one way their precious influence. 
And will not take their flight, 
For all the morning light, 

Or Lucifer that often warn'd them thence ; 
But in their glimmering orbs did glow, 
Until their Lord himfelf befpake and bid them [ 

VIL 
And though the fliady gloom 
Had given day her room. 

The fun himfelf withheld his wonted fpeed. 
And hid his head for fliame. 
As his inferior flame 

The new inlighten'd world no more fliould ne 
He faw a greater fun appear 
Than his bright throne, or burning axletree could 
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VIII. 
10 fhepherds on the lawn, 8 • 

* e'er the point of dawn. 
Sat iimply chatting in a ruftic row i^ 
ill little thought they then, 
liat the mighty Pan 

Was kindly come to live with them below ; 90 
:rhaps their loves, or elfe their iheep, 
^as all that did their filly thoughts fo bufy keep. 

^hen fuch mufic fwcet 

heir hearts and ears did greet. 

As never was by mortal finger ilrook, 95 

ivinely-warbled voice 
nfwering the ftringed noifc. 

As all their fouls in blifsful rapture took : 
he air fuch pleafure loath to lofe, 99 

''ith thoufand echoes ftill prolongs eachheav'nly clofe. 

X. 
at are that heard fuch found, 
eneath the hollow round 

Of Cynthia's feat, the aery region thrilling, 
ow was almoft won 
o think her part was done, 105 

And that her reign had here its laft fulfilling 5 
be knew fuch harmony alone 
ould hold all Hcav'n and Earth in happier union. 

XI. 
,t laft furrounds their fight 
L globe of circular light, 1 1© 

That with long beams the (hame-fac'd night array'd ; 
The helmed Cherubim, 
^nd fworded Seraphim, 

Are feen in glittering ranks with wings difpIavM, 
.harping in loud and folemn quire, 115 

With unexprcffive notes to Heav'n's new-botaHw% 
H 
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XII. 
Sach mufic (as 'tis fald) 
Before was never made. 

But when of old the Tons of morning fung. 
While the Creator great I 

His conftellations fet. 

And the well-balanc'd world on hinges hung. 
And cad the dark foundations deep. 
And bid the weltring waves their oozy channel kce 

XIIL 
Ring out ye cryftal Spheres, 1 

Once blefs our human ears, 

(If ye have pow'r to touch our fenfes fo) 
And let your filver chime 
Move in melodious time. 

And let the bafe of Heav'n's deep organ blow, i 
And with your ninefold harmony 
Make up full confort to th' angelic fymphony. 

XIV. 
For if fuch holy fong 
In wrap our fancy long, 

Time will run back, and fetch the age of gold, 1 
And fpeckled vanity 
Will ficken foon and die, 

And leprous Sin will melt from earthly mold. 
And Hell itfelf will pafs away. 
And leave her dolorous manfions to the peeringday.i 

XV. 
Yea Truth and juflice then 
Vv'ill down return to men, 

Orb'd in a rainbow ; and like glories wearing 
Mercy will fit between, 
Thron'd in celeftialiheen, i 

With radiant feet the tiiTued clouds down ftecrin, 



F 
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And Heav'n, as at fome feflival> 

Will open wide the gates of her high palace hall. 

XVI. 
Bat wifeft Fate fays no. 
This mufl not yet be fo, 150 

The babe lies yet in fmiling infancy, 
That on the bitter crofs 
Mull redeem our lofs ; 

So both himfelf and us to glorify : 
Yet firft to thofe ychain'd in fleep, 155 

The wakeful trump of doom mufl thunder through the 
XVII. tdcep- 

With fuch a horrid clang 
As on mount Sinai rang. 

While the red fire, and fmouldring clouds out brake : 
The aged earth aghaft, 1 60 

With terror of that blaft. 

Shall from the fur face to the center fhakc : 
When at the world's laft feffion. 
The dreadful judge in middle air fhall fpread his throne, 

XVIII. 
And then at laft our hlifs 165 

Poll and pcrfeft is. 

But now begins ; for from this happy day 
Th' old Dragon under ground 
In ftraiter limits bound. 

Not half fo far cafts his ufurped fway, 170 

And wroth to fee his kingdom fail, 
Swindges the fcaly horror of his folded tail. 

XIX. 
The oracles are dumb, 
J\o voice or.hideous hum 
H 2 
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Runs through the arched roof ia words deceiTing.] 
Apolio from his fhrine 
Can no more divine. 

With hollow fhriek the fteep of Delphos leaving, 
No nightly trance, or breathed fpell 
Infpircs the pale-ey'd priefl: from the prophetic cell, i 

XX. 
The lonely mountains o'er 
And the refounding (hore, 

A voice of weeping heard and loud lament ; 
From haunted fpring, and dale 
Edg'd with poplar pale, i 

The parting Genius is with fighing fcnt : 
With flow'r-inwoven trefles torn 
TheNymphs in twilight fhade of tangled tbicketsmou 

XXI. 
In confedrated earth. 
And on the holy hearth, i 

The Lars, and Lemures moan with midnight plai 
In urns and altars round, 
A drear and dying found 

Affrights the Flamens at their fervice quaint ; 
And the chill marble feems to fweat, i 

While each peculiar Pow'r forgoes his wonted feat 

XXII. 
Pcor and Baalim 
Forfake their temples dim, 

With that twice batter'd God of Paleftine ; 
And mooned Aflitaroth, 7 

Heav'n's queen and mother both. 

Now fits not girt with tapers holy (hine ; 
The Lybic Hammon ftirinks his horn, [moo 

In vain the Tyrian maids their wounded Thamn 

T99. With that twice battcrM God of Paleftine j] Dagon, * 
was twice batter'd by Samfon. 
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XXIII. 
sd fallen Moloch £[ed» 205 

ath left in fhadows dread 
His barning idol all of blacked hue ; 
, vain with cymbals ring 
hey call the grifly king. 

In difmal dance about the famace blae; , jSIQ 
he brutifh Gods of Nile as faft> 
18 and Orus, and the dog Anubis hz&e. 

XXIV. 
For is Oiiris feen 
1 Memphian grove or green« 

Trampling the unfhowr'd grafs with lowings lond t 
[or can he be at reft 216 

Within his facred cheft. 

Nought bat profoundefi Hell can be his ihrood^ 
D vain with timbrel'd anthems dark 
The fable-fioled forcerers bear his worihipt ark. 2a» 

XXV. 
le feels from Juda's land 
rhe dreaded Infant's hand. 

The rays of Bethlehem blind his duflty eyn ; 
•lor all the Gbd's befide, 
ionger dare abide, 225 

Not Typhon huge ending in fnaky twine : 
Dar babe to ihow his Godhead trae, 
i^an in his fwadling bands controll the damned crew. 

XXVI. 
k> when the fun in bed, 
^artain'd with cloudy red 230 

Pillows his chin upon an orient wave. 
The flocking^ (hadows pale 
Tioop to th' infernal jail. 

Each fetter'd ghoft flips to his feveial grave, 

H3 
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An'd the ycllow-lkirted Fayes 23J 

Fl) after the night^ileeds.leaving their moon-Iov'dsuuE& 

XXVIL 

But fee the Virgin bleft 
Hath laid her Babe to reft. 

Time is our tedious fong flioald here have ending: 
Ifejiv'ns youngcft teemed flar 240 

Hath fix'd her polifh'd car. 

Her flecpiog Lord with handmaid l^mp attending! 
And alt about the courtly ftable 
Bright harnell Angels fit in order ferviceable. 

^^ IV. 

The PASSION.* ' 

1. 

ERewhile of mufic, and ethereal mirth. 
Wherewith the ftagc of air and earth did ring» 
And joyous news of heav'nly infant's birth. 
My Mufe with Angels did divide to fing; 
But headlong joy is ever on the wing, 5 

In wiatry folftice like the (horten'd light 
Soon fwallow'd up in dark and long out-living nigbt. 

II. 

For now to forrow muft I tune my fong. 
And fct my harp to notes of faddcft woe. 
Which on our deareft Lord did feife ere long, i 

Dangers, and fnares, and Wrongs, and worfe than f( 
Which he for us did freely undergo 2 

Moft p^rfeft Hero, try'd in heavieft plight 
Of labors huge and hard, too hard for human wigb 

* This poem appears to have been compofed foon after the 
fji the Nativity, 
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III. 
Prieft ftooping his regal head, 1 j 

^ith odorous oil down his fair eyes, 
labernacle entered, 
)nt low-rooft beneath the ikies ; 
ik was there, what a difguife ! 
; the flroke of death he muft abide, 20 
31 meekly down fail by his brethrens fide- 

IV. 
fcenes confine my roving verfc, 
&on is my Phcebus bound ; 
adls, and his temptations fierce, 
fufferings other where are found ; 35 
e reft Cremona's trump doth found ; 
airs befit, and fofter ftrings 
iol ftill, more apt for mournful things. 

V. 
Night, beft patronefs of grief, 
e thy thickeft mantle throw, 30 

ly flatter'd fancy to belief, 
I and Earth are color'd with my woe ; 
are too dark for day to know : 
s fhould all be black whereon I write, J 5 
vhere my tears have waih'd a wannifh white* 

VI. 
chariot, and thoie rulhing wheels, 
i the Prophet up at Chebar flood, 
me tranfporting Cherub feels, 
where the tow'rs of Salem ftood, 
lis tow'rs, now funk in guiltlefs blood ; 4* 
h my foul in holy vifion fit 
ranee, and anguifh, and ecftatic fit. 

cr the ted Cremona's trump doth found ;] He meant 
lymus Vida^ ^vho was a native of Cremona^ and 
arly to his poem, Chriftlados, Libri fex. 

H4. 
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VII. 

Mine eye hath foand that fad fepulchral rock 
That Was the caflcet of Heav'n*8 richeft (lore, 
And here thoagh grief my feeble hands up lock. 
Yet on the foften'd quarry would I fcore 
My plaining vcrfe as lively as before ; 
For fure fo well inflrufted are my tears. 
That they would fitly fail in order'd chara^crs. 
VIII. 

Or (hould I thence hurry'd on viewlefs wing. 
Take up a weeping on the mountains wild. 
The gentle neighbourhood of grove aad fpriag 
Would foon unbofom all their echoes mild. 
And I (for grief is eafily beguil'd) 

Might think th' infection of my forrows lood 
Had got a race of mourners on fome pregnant cloi 

This fubje£l the Author finding to be above the yi 
he had, when he wrote it, and nothine; fatis: 
with what was begun, left it unfinifh'd. 



V. 
On T I M E ♦. 

FLY envious Time, till thou run out thy race. 
Call- on the lazy leaden-Aepping hours 
Wbofe fpeed is but the heavy plummet's pace ^ 
And glut thyfelf with what thy womb devours, 

* In thefe poems where no date is prefixed, and no circmnfta 
dircQ to afcertain the time when they were compofed, the ord( 
Milton's own editions is followed. Before this copy of verfe 
appears from the author's manufcript, that he had written,. 7 
Jet on a c/eck-cafi. 
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^iiich is no more than what is falfe and vain, 5 

nd merely mortal drofs ; 
I little is oar lofs 
little is thy gain. 

r when as each thing bad thou hafi intonib'd, 
id iaJft of all thy greedy felf confam'dy 10 

len long Eternity /hall greet oar blifs 
ith an indiviSaal kifs ; 
d Joy iball overtake as as a fiood^ 
len every thing that is ihicerely good 
d perfe^y divine, 15 

th troth, and peace, and love, fhall ever fliine 
oat the fapreme throne 
him, tVho(§ happy-making fight alone 
len once oar heav'nly-guided foul /hall clime, 
en all this earthy grofnefs quit, zo 

ir'd with ftars, we /hall for ever fit, 
'riamphing overDeath,andChance,and thee,OTime« 



VI. 
Upon the CIRCUMCISION. 

^E flaming Pow'rs, and winged Warriors bright. 

That erft with maiic, and triumphant /bng, 
I heard by happy watchful fhepherds ear, 
fweetly fung your joy the clouds along 
rough the foft filence of the lift'ning night ; 5 

V mourn, and if fad fhare with us to bear 
ir fiery efleucc can diflil no tear, 
a in your fighs, and borro^y 
i wept from our deep forrow : 
who with all Heav''n's heraldry whilere l« 
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Entcr'd the world, now bleeds to give at eafe ; 
Alas, how foon our fin 
Sore doth begin 

His infancy to feife ! 
O more exceeding love or law more jaft ? > 

J oft law indeed, bat more exceeding love ! 
For we by rightful doom remedilefs 
Were loft in death, till he that dwelt above 
High thronM in iecret blifs, for as frail daft 
Emptied his glory ev'n to nakedaefs ; 
And that great covenant which we ftill tranfgieli 
Entirely fatisfied. 
And the full wrath befide 
Of vengeful juftice bore for our exceis. 
And feals obedience firft with woanding fmart 
This day> but O ere long 
Huge pangs and ftrong 

Will pierce more near his heart. 

VII. 
At a SOLEMN MUSIC. 

BL S T pair of Sirens, pledges of Hcav*n's joy, 
Sphe/e-born harmonious fitters. Voice and V 
Wed your divine founds, and mix'd pow'r emplo 
Dead things with inbreath'd fenfe able to pierce. 
And to our high-raifed phantafy prefcnt 
That undifturbed fong of pure concent, 
Ay fung before the faphir-color'd throne 
To him that fits thereon 
With faintly ihout and ibiemn jubilee. 
Where the bright Seraphim in burning row 
Their lottd up-lifted angel-trumpets blow. 
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herubic hoft in thoufand quires 
ir immortal harps of golden wires, 
J juft Spirits that wear viftorious palms, 
vout and holy pfalms 15 

rerlaftingly ; 

•n earth with andifcording voice 
ly anfwer that melodious noife ; 
e did, till difproportion'd fin 
inft nature's chime, and with harfli din 20 
fair mufic that all creature's made 
jreat Lord, whofe love their motion fway'd 
diapafon, while they flood 
?dience, and their ftate of good, 
r foon again renew that fong, 
in tune with Heav'n, till God ere long 2; 
ieilial confort us unite, 
ith him, and fing in endlefs morn of light. 



VIII. 

;TAPH on the Marchioness of 
Winchester ♦• 

> rich marble doth inter 

e honor'd Wife of Winchefter, 

It's daughter, an Earl's heir, 

lat her virtues fair 

her. noble birth, ^ 

\ fhe could own from earth, 

ady was Jane, daughter of Thomas Lord Vifc. Savage 
vage, Chcihire, who by marriage became the heir otV 
Earl of Riven ; and was the wife of John Marquis of 
and the mother of Charles firft Duke of Bolton. She 
bed of a fecond fon in the 23d year of her age ; and 
c thefc verfes at Cambridge, as appean by the fe^uoi^ *? 
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Summers three titties eight fave one 

She had told ; alas too foon. 

After fo (hort time of breath. 

To houfe with darknefs, and with death. 

Yet had the number of her days 

Been as complete as was her praiie. 

Nature and fate had had no firife 

In giving limit to her life. 

Her high birth , and her graces fweet '' ^ 

Quickly found a lover meet; 

The virgin quire for her requeft 

The God that fits at marriage feaft ; 

He at their invoking came 

But with a fcarce welUlighted flames 

And in his garland as he ftood. 

Ye might difcern a cyprefs bud. 

Once had the early matrons run 

To greet her of a lovely fon. 

And now with fecond hope flie goes. 

And calls Lucina to her throws ; 

But whether by mifchance or blame 

Atropos for Lucina came ; 

And with remorfelefs cruelty 

Spoil'd at once both fruit and tree : 

The haplefs babe before his birth 

Had burial yet not laid in earth. 

And the langui(h'd mother's womb 

Was not long a living tomb. 

So have I fcen fome tender flip, 

Sav'd with care from winter's nip. 

The pride of her carnation train 

Pluck'd up by fome unheedy fwain, 

a2. ■ " a cyprefs bud.] An emblem of a funeral. 
4|ip^ft8. Atropot'for Lucina came ;] One cf the Fi^ts, iofieac 
woddeif, wbo ^'mg% the birth to light. 
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bought to crop the flow'k' 
3 from vernal fhow'r ; ^ 

blolToffl hangs the head 
as on a dying bed> 
earls of dew ihe wears, 
prefaging tears, 

fad morn had let fall ^g 

'ning funeral. 
f, may thy grave 
uiet ever have ; 
liy travel fore 

:ife thee evermore, jO 

e the world increafe, 
aft thy own life's leafe. 
zs the forrowing 
)ble houfe doth bring, 
rs of perfe£l moan / ^j 

ee in Helicon, 
owers, and fome bays, 
fe, to ftrow the ways, 
3m the banks of Came, 
thy virtuous name ; 6q 

t bright Saint, high fitfl in glory, 
uch like to thee in (lory, 
rrian fliepherdefs, 
'ears of barrennefs, 

favor'd Jofeph bore 65 

t ferv'd for her before, 
next birth much like thee, 
ing» fled to felicity, 

lir Syrian fliepherdefs^] Rachael^ the daughter of I 

an, kept her father's {heep. Gen. XXIX. 9. Ani | 

fon Jofeph, died in childbed of her fecojid kuk \ 
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Far within the bdTom bright 

Of blazing Majefty and Light : 7< 

There with thee, new welcome Saints 

like fortunes may her foal acquaint* 

With thee there clad in radiant iheen. 

No Marchionefsy but now a Queen. 

IX. 
SONG. On May Morning. 

NO W the bright morning ftar^ day's harbinger: 
Comes dancing from the eaft, and leads with b J 
The flow'ry May, who from her green lap throws 
The yellow cowflip, and the pale primrofe. 
Hail bounteous May that dofl infpire 
: Mirth and youth and warm defire ; 
Woods and groves are of thy dreffing. 
Hill and dale doth boaft thy blefiing. 
Thus we falute thee with our early fong. 
And welcome thee, and wifh thee long. >c 



w 



X. 

On SHAKESPEAR. 1630. 
HAT needs my Shakefpear for his honor'd bone 



The labor of an age in piled ftones. 
Or that his hallow'd reliques fliould be hid 
Under a flarr-y pointing pyramid ? 
Dear fon of memory, great heir fame. 
What need'fl thou fuch weak witnefs of thy name ? 
Then in our wonder and aflonifhment 
Haft built thyfelf a live-long monument. « 










■ J>l 
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'Twas fuch a ftiifter, that if trath were knowiij 5 

Pcath was half glad when he had got him down ; 

For he had any time this ten years fully 

Dodg'd with him, betwixt Cambridge and the Ball. 

And farely Death could never have prevailed. 

Had not his weekly coarfe of carriage faxl'd ; 10 

But lately finding him fo long at home. 

And thinking now his journey's end was come. 

And that he had ta'en up his lateft inn^ 

In the kind office of a chamberlin 

Show'd him his room where he muil lodge that nighty 15 

Puird off his boots, and took away the light ; 

If any alk for him, it (hall be faid, 

Hobfon has fupt, and's newly gone to bed.> 



XIL 
Another on the fame. 

HERE lieth one, who did moft truly prove 
That he could never die while he could move ; 
So hung his deftiny, never to rot 
While he might ftill jog on and keep his trot. 
Made of fphcre-mctal, never to decay 5 

Until his revolution was at flay. 
Time numbers motion, yet (without a crime 
Gainft old truth) motion number'd out his time : 
And like an engin mov'd with wheel and weight. 
His principles being ceas'd, he ended flrait. 10 

Rell that gives all men life, gave him his death. 
And too much breathing put him out of breath ; ' » 
Nor were it contradidion to affirm 
Too long vacation haflen'd on his term. 




K f 
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.Merely to drive the time away he ficken'd, 15 

Adnted, and died, nor wonld with ale be quickened ; 
Nay, quoth he, on hit fooning bed oat-ftretch'd. 
If I mayn't carry, fure I'll ne'er be fetch'd. 
But vow, though the crofs do£lor's all ftood hearers/ 
l*or one carrier put down to m^e fix bearers. zo 

Eafe was his chief difeafe, and to judge rights 
He dy'd for heavinefs that his cart went light : 
His leifure told him that his time was come. 
And lack of load made his life burdenfome, 
.That even to his laft breath (there be that fay*tj 25 
As he were prefs'd to death, he cry'd more weight % 
But had his doings lailed as they were. 
He had bee^ an immortal carrier. 
Obedient to the moon he fpent hit date^ 
In courfe reciprocal, and had his fate Jir 

Link'd to the mutual flowing of the feas. 
Yet (Grange to .think) his wain was his iaoreafe : 
His letters are deliver'd all and gene^ 
Only remains this fuperfcription. 



XIII. 
L*A L L E G R O ^ 

HENCE loathed Melancholy, 
Of Cerberus and blackeft Midnight bbrn. 
In Stygian cave forlorn 

*Mong'ft horrid ihapes, and ihrieks, and fights unholyt 

• Th» ahd the following poem are exquifitely beautiful in thcm- 
fehes, btit appear much more beautiful when they arc confider*d, 
as they were written, in contraft to each other. There is a great 
variety of pleafing images in each of them, and it is remarkable 
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Find out fome uncouth cell, ^ 

Where brooding darknefs fpreads his jealous wings. 
And the night raven fings ; 

There under ebon ihades, and low-brow'd rocks. 
As ragged as thy locks. 

In dark Cimmerian defert ever dwelh u> 

But come thou Goddefs fair and free. 
In Hcav'n ycleap'd £uphrofyne, 
And by men heart-eafing Mirth, 
Whom lovely Venus at a birth 
-With two fitter Graces more 15 

1*0 ivy-crowned Bacchus bore ; 
Or whether (^s fome fages fing) 
The frolic wind that breathes the fpring, 
Zephyr with^ Aurora playing, 

J^ he met her once a Maying 2# 

There on beds of violets blue, 
An^ freCd blown rofes wafli'd in dew, 
PilPd her with thee a daughter fair. 
So buxom, blithe, and debonair. 
Hafte thee Nymph, and bring with thea 2$ 

jell and youthful Jollity, 
Quips and Cranks and wanton Wiles, 
Nods and Becks, and wreathed Smiles 
Such as hang ou Hebe*s cheek. 
And love to live in dimple ileek ; 30 

that the poet reprefents ftyeral pf the (ame ob}e£ls as excidiig 
both fiurUi and melancholy, and aflFe&ing us differently according 
to the different difpofitions and affections of the fouL This ia 
oature vid experience. He derives the title of both poems from 
the lulian, which language was then principally in vogue. VAUegn 
is the chearful merry man ; and in this poem he deicribes the 
courfe of mirth in the country and in the city from morning to 
noon, and from noon till night. 

12. Euphrofyae, is the name of one ctf the three Graces ooentiooed 
b/Hefiod, 
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^port that wrinkled Care derides. 
And Laughter holding both his fides. 
Come, and trip it as you go 
On the light fantailic toe, 

Ai»d in thy right hand lead with fhee^ 35 

The mountain nymph, fweet Liberty ; 
And if I give thee honor due> 
Mirth, admit me of thy crew 
To live with her, and live with thee. 
In unreproved pleafures free ; 44) 

To hear the lark begin his flight. 
And finging flartle the dull night, 
JFrom his watch-tow -r in the jkies. 
Till the dappled dawn doth rife ; 
TJien to come in fpite of forrow, 45 

And at my window bid good-morrow^ 
Through the fweet briar, or the vine. 
Or the twilled eglantine : 
While the cock with lively din 
JS#tters the rear ofxlarknefs thin,- 50 

And to the flack,, or the barn-doer^ 
Stoutly flruts his dames before : 
Oft lifl'ning how th^ hounds and horn 
Chearly roufe the flumb'ring morn, 
MXP^ the fide of fome hoar hill, 5$ 

Through the high wood echoing fhriU : 
Some time walking not unfeen 
By hedge-row elms, on hillocs green. 
Right againfl the eaflern gate, 
^here the great fon begins his fiate, 6p 

36. The monntain nymph, fweet Liberty j] Liberty il call'4 Ac 
mountain nymph, becaufe the people in mountainous countries 
have generally preferved their Liberties lon^, as the inhabitants 
•f Wales formerly, and thofe of .3wit<erUnd at this day, 
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Rob'd in flames, and amber light, 

The clouds in thoufand liveries dight. 

While the plowman near at hand 

Whillles o'er the furrow'd land, 

And the milk-maid iingeth blithe^ 65 

And the mower whets his iithe. 

And every ihepherd tells his tale 

Under the hawthorn in the dale. 

Strait mine eye hath caught new pleafares 

Whilft the landikip round it meafures, 70 

Ruflet lawns, and fallows gray. 

Where the nibbling flocks do ftray* 

Mountains on whofe barren breaft 

The laboring clouds do often reft» 

Meadows trim with daifies pied» 75 

Shallow brooks, and rivers wide. 

Towers and battlements it fees 

Bofom'd high in tufted trees. 

Where perhaps fome beauty lies^ 

The Cynofure of neighboring eyes. 9o 

Hard by, a cottage chimney fnokcs. 

From betwixt two aged oaks» 

Where Corydon and Thyrfls met» 

Are at their favory dinner fet 

Of herbs, and other cotincry mefles, 1^ 

Which the neat-haftded Phillis drefibs i 

And then in hafte her bow'r flie leaves^ 

With Theftylis to bind the fiieaves ; 

Or if the earlier feafon lead 

To the tann'd haycock in the mead. Jf^ 

Sometimes with fecure delight 

The upland hamlets will invite, 

When the merry bells ring round* 

And the jocund rebecs AniihI 
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To many a youth and majiy a maid, ^j 

Dancing' in the cbequer'd fiiade : 
And young and old cdme forth to play 
On a fun-fliine holy-day. 
Till the live-long day-light fail ; 
Then to the fpicy nut-brown He, lOO 

With dories told of many a feat. 
How fairy Mab the junkets eat. 
She was pincht, and pull'd ihe faid. 
And he by friers lanthorn led 

Tells how the drudging Goblin fweat, .]p4 

To earn his cream-bowl duly fet. 
When in one night, ere glimpfe of morn, * 
His (hadowy flale hath threih'd the corn. 
That ten day-lab'rers could not end ; 
Then lies him down the lubbar fiend, . no 

And ftretch'd out all the chimney's length, 
Ba(ks at the fire his hairy ilrength, 
. And crop-full out of doors he flings, 
£re the firft cock his matin rings. 
Thus done the tales, to bed they creep, xi^ 

By whifp'ring winds foon lulled afleep. 
Towred cities pleafe us then. 
And the bufy hum of men. 
Where throngs of knights and barons bold 
In weeds of peace high triumphs hold, 1 26 

With (lore of ladies, whofe bright eyes 
Rain influence, and judge the prize 
Of wit, or arms, while both contend 
To win her grace, whom all commend. 
There let Hymen oft appear 125 

In faffron robe, with taper clear. 
And pomp, and feaft, and revelry, 
With maik, and antique pageantry. 
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Such fights as yoathful poets dream 

On fummer eves by haunted dream* 13* 

Then to the well*trod ftage anon. 

If Johnfon*8 learned Tock be on. 

Or fweeteft Shakefpear, fancy's child. 

Warble his native wood-notes wild. 

'And ever againft eating cares, ^35 

Lap me in foft Lydian airs. 

Married to immortal verfe. 

Such as the meeting foal may pierce 

In notes with many a winding bout 

Of linked fweetnefs long drawn out, 146 

With wanton heed, and giddy cunning. 

The melting voice through mazes running, 

Untwifting all the chains that tye 

The hidden foul of harmony ; 

That Orpheus felf may heave his head 145 

From golden dumber on a bed 

Of heapt Elyiian flow'rs, and hear 

Such (trains as would have won the ear 

Of Pluto, to have quite fet free 

Hts half regain'd Eurydice. 150 

Thefe delights if thou canft give. 

Mirth, with thee I mean to live. 

• ■ . 

136. Lap me in foft Lydian airs,] The Lydian mufick was rc- 
Bisirkable for its foftnefs, and fweetnefst 

15'. Thefc delights if thou canft give. 

Mirth, with theel mean to live. 
The 'concluding turn of this and the following poem is borrowM 
from the conclufum of two beautiful little pieces of Shakefpear, in- 
titled, The Paffionate Shepherd to his Love, and the Nymj-h's 
Reply to the Shepherd ; 

if thefe delights thy mind may move, 

Then live with me, and be my love. 
Thefe two poems are printed at length in the notes upon the third 
Ad of the Merry Wives of Windfor in Mr. Warburton's edition. 
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XIV. 
IL PENSEROSO ♦• 

HENCE vain deluding joys. 
The brood of folly without father bred. 
How little you betted, 

Or fill the fixed mind with all your toys ? 
Dwell in fome idle brain, j 

And fancies fond with gaudy fhapes poflefs. 
As thick and numberlefs 

As the gay motes that people the fun-beams. 
Or liked hovering dreams 

The fickle penfioners of Morpheus train, i# 

But hail thou Goddefs, fage and holy. 
Hail divined Melancholy, 

. • H Penftrofo is the thoughtful melancholy nianh; andthMpo«fl;» 
both in its model and principal circumAances, is taken from a ^n|; 
in praife of melancholy in Beaumont and Fletcher's comedy call'd 
7T>e Nice Falour, or Paffiortate Madman, The reader will npt be 
difpleafed to fee it here, as it is well worth tranfcribing. 
Hence all you vain delights^ 
As ihort as are the nights 

Wherein yon fpend your folly \ 
There's nought in this life fwect. 
If man were wife to fee't. 
But only Melancholy, 
Oh fweeteft Melancholy* 
Welcome folded arms, and fix'd eyes, 
A figh that piercing-mortifics, 
A look that's faften'd to the ground, 
A tongue chain'd up without a found. 
Fountain heads, and pathlefs groves^ 
Places which pale pafTion loves ; 
Moon-light walks, when all the fowls 
Are warmly housed, fave bats and owls ; 
A midnight bell, a parting groan, 
Thefe are the founds we feed upon ; 
Then ftretch our bones in a flill gloomy valley. 
Nothing's fo dainty fweer, as lovely Melancholy. 
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Whofe faintly vifage is too bright 

To hit the fenfe of human fight. 

And therefore to our weaker view i j 

O'er-laid with blaclc» (laid wifdom's hue ; 

Blacky bat fuch as in efteem . 

Prince Memnon'3 fifter might befeem. 

Or that ftarr'd Ethiop queen that Urove 

To fet her beauties praife above 20 

The Sea-Nymphs, and their powVs offended : 

Yet thoa art higher far defcended. 

Thee bright-hairM Vefta long of yore 

To folitary Saturn .bore ; 

His daikghter fiie (in Saturn^ reign, 25 

Such mixture was not. held a ilain.) 

6ft in glimmering bow'rs and glades 

He met her, and in fecret ihades 

Of woody Ida's inmoft grove. 

While yet there was no fear of Jove. 39 

Cone penfive Nun, devout and pure, 

Sober, fledfad, and demure. 

All in a robe of darkeft grain. 

Flowing with majeflic train. 

And fable ftole of Cyprus lawn. 

Over thy decent fhouldcrs drawn. 35 

Come, but keep thy wonted ftate. 

With even ftep and mufing gate. 

And looks commercing with the fkies, 

TKy rapt foul fitting in thine eyes : 49 

There held in holy paffion flill 

Forget thyfelf to marble, till 

With a fad leaden downward caft 

Thou fix them on the ear^h as fail : 

And join with thee calm Peace, and Quiet, 45 

Spare Faft, that oft with Gods doth diet. 
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And hears the Mufes in a ring 
Ay round about Jove's aJtar fing : 
And add to thefe retired Leifure, 
That in trim gardens takes his pleafure; co 

But fir ft and chiefeft, with thee bringi 
Him that yon foars on golden wing. 
Guiding the fiery-wheeled throne. 
The Cherub Contemplation ; 

And the mute filence hift along, 55 

^htU Philomel will deign a fong. 
In her fweeteft, faddeft plight. 
Smoothing the rugged brow of night. 
While Cynthia checks her dragon yoke. 
Gently o'er th' accuftom'd.joak ; 60 

Sweet bird that (hunn'ft the noife of folly, 
Moft mufical, moft melancholy ! 
Thee chauntrefs oft the woods among 
I woo to hear thy even-fong ; 

And miffing thee, I walk unfeen 6^ 

On the dry fmooth- (haven green. 
To behold the wand'ring moon. 
Riding near'her higheft noon, 
Likejone that had been led aftray 
' Through the Heav'n's wide pathlefs way, 70 

And oft, as if her head fhe bow'd. 
Stooping through a fleecy cloud. 
Oft on a plat of riiing ground, 
I hear the far-oiF Curfeu found, 
Over fome wide- water 'd fhore, 75 

Swinging flow with fullen roar ; 
Or if the air will not^permit. 
Some ftill removed place will fit. 
Where glowing embers through the room 
Teach light to counterfeit a gloom, ^o 

I 
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Far from all refort of mirth. 

Save the cricket on the hearth. 

Or the belman's droufy charm, ^ . 

To blefs the doors from nightly harm : 

Or let my lamp at midnight hoar, Sc 

Be feen in feme high lonely tow'r, 

Where I may oft out*watch the Bear 

With thrice great Hermes, or unfphere 

The fpirit of Plato to unfold 

What Worlds, or what vaft regions hold 90 

The immortal mind that hath forfook 

Her manfion in this fleflily nook : 

And of thofe Daemons that arc found 

In fire, air, flood, or under ground, 

Whofe pow'r hath a true confcnt 

With planet, or with element. 9^' 

Sometime let gorgeous tragedy 

In fcepter'd pall come fweeping by, 

Prefentirig Thqbcs, or Pelops line. 

Or the Tale of Troy divine, joo 

Or what (though rare) of later age 

Ennobled hath thy bulkin'd ftage 

But, O fad Virgin, that thy power 

Might raife Mufeus from his bower, 

Or bid the foul of Orpheus fing 105 

Such notes as warbled to the firing. 

Drew iron tears down Pluto's cheek. 

And made Hell grant what love did feek. 

Or call up him that left half told 

The fiory of Cambufcan bold, iio 

Of Camball, and of Algarfife, 

And who had Canace to wife. 

That own'd the virtuous ring and glafs. 

And of the wondrous horfe of brafs, 
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On which the Tartar king did ride ; 1 1 " 

And if ought elfe great bards belide 
In fage and folemn tunes have fung. 
Of turneys and of trophies hung. 
Of foreil^, and inchantments drear. 
Where more is meant than meets the ear, X20 

Thus night oft fee me in thy pale career, v 
Till civil-fuited morn appear. 
Not trickt and fround as {he was wont 
With* the Attic boy to hunt. 

But kercheft in a comely cloud, 125 

While rocking windf ^e piping loud. 
Or ufher'd with a fhower ftill 
When the guft hath blown his fill. 
Ending on the rufsling leaves, 

Wiih minute drops from oiF the eaves* i3» 

And when the fun begins to fling 
His flaring beams, me Goddefs bring 
To arched walks of twilight groves. 
And ftiadows brown that Sylvan^loves 
Of pine, or monumental oak, . 155 

Where the rude ax with heaved (Iroke 
Was never heard the Nymphs to daunt. 
Or fright them from their hallow'd haunt. 
There in clofe covert by fome brook. 
Where no profaner eye may look, i^§ 

Hide me from day's garifli eye. 
While the bee with honied thigh. 
That at her flow'ry work doth fing. 
And the waters murmuring 

With fuch confort as they keep, 14 j 

^ntice the dewy feather'd fleep ; 
And let fome flrange myflerious dream 
Wave at his wings in airy ftream 
I z 
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Of lively portraiture difplay'd. 

Softly on my eye-lids laid. ir© 

And as 1 wake, fweetmulic breathe 

Above, about, or underneath. 

Sent by fome Spirit to mortals good. 

Or th' unfeen Genius of the wood. 

But let my due feet never fail 15^5 

To walk the fludious cloyHers pale. 

And love the high embowed roof, 

With antic pillars maffy proof 

And floried windows richly dight. 

Calling a dim religious light. * 160 

There let the pealing organ blow. 

To the full voic'd quire below. 

In fervice high, and anthems c]ear> 

As may with fweetnefs, through mine ear, 

Di/Tolve me into 'extaiies, 165 

And bring all Heav'n before mine t.y^%. 

And may at laft my weary age 

Find out the peaceful hermitage. 

The hairy gown and mofly cell. 

Where I may lit and righty fpell r70 

Of every ilar that Heav'n doth fhcw. 

And 'every herb that fips the dew ; 

Till old experience do attain 

To fome thing like prophetic drain; 

Thefe pleafures Melancholy give, • ^1^ 

And I with thee will choofe to live. 

• The endirtg of this poem is certainly very fine, but though 
many peifons think it perfe<5l and compleat, yet others have been 
of opinion, that fomething more might ilill be ^dded j and the l^te 
ingenious Mr. John Hughes, wrote the following lines as a fupple* 
menr, which ai&infcrted in the firft volume of his poems, printed 
in 1725. 

There let Time's creeping winter ihed 

His reverend fnow around my hcad^ 

And 
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XV. 

ARCADES. 

Part of an Entertainment prefented to the Countefs 
Dowager of Derby at Harefield, by fome noble 
Perfons of her family, who appear on the (bene 
in paftoral habit, moving toward the feat of 
ftate, with this fofig *• 

I. Song. 

LOOK Nymphs, and Shepherds, look. 
What fuddcn blaxe of majefly 
Is that which we from hence defcry. 
Too divine to be miflook : 

This, this is,flie j 

And while! feel by fail degrees 

My flaggard blood wax chill and freeze, 

Xct thought unveil to my fix*d eye 

A fcene of deep eternity, ♦ ' . 

Till life diflblving at the view, 

I wake and find the vifion true. 

* This poem i^ only part of an Entertainment, or MaUk, the rett 
probably being of a different nature, or compofed by a different hand. 
The Countefs Dowager of Derby, to whom it was prefented, moft 
have been Alice, daughter of Sir John Spenfer of Althorp, Nor- 
thamptonfbire. and widow of Ferdinando Stanley the fifth Earl of 
Derby, And as Harefield is in Middiefbr, and, according to Cam« 
den, lieth a little to the north of Uxbrtdgf,- we may conclude, ihat 
Milton made this poem while he reildedin that neighbourhood with 
his father at Horton near Colebrooke. It ihould feem too, that it 
was made before the Ma/k at Ludlow, as it is a more imperfedt eflay. 
And Frances the fecond daughter of this Countefs-dowager of Derby 
being married to John Earl of Bridgewater, before whom was pre- 
iented the Maik at Ludlow, we may conceive in fome meafure how 
Milton was induced to compofe the one after the other. The al- 
liance between the families naturally and eafily accounts for it : and 
in all probability, the Genius of the wood in this poem* as well as 
the attendant fpirit in the Ma/k, was Mr. Henry Lawes» who was 
the great mafter of mufio at that tine, and taught moA •£ the ycung 
nobility, 

13 
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To whom our vows and wifhes bend ; 
Here our folemn fearch hath end. 

Fame, that her high worth to raifc, 

Secm'd erft ib laviih and profufe, ^ 

We may juftly now accnfe .10 

Of detraction from her praife ; 

Lefs than half we find exprell. 

Envy bid conceal the reft. 

Mark what radiant ftate (he fpreads. 

In circle round her ihining throne, ig 

Shooting her beams like iilver threads -, 

This, this is ihe, alone. 

Sitting like a Goddefs bright, 

III the centre of her light. 

Might (he the wife Latona be» M 

Or the towred Cybele, 

Mother of a hundred Gods ; 

Juno dares not give her odds ; 

Who had thought this clime had Ikfld 

A deity fo onparallel'd ? 25 

As they come forward, the Geniusof the Woodappearsi^ 
and turning toward them, fpeaks. 

G E li I u s. 

STAY gentle Swains, for though in this difguifc, • 
I fee bright honor fparkle through your eyes ; 
Of famous Arcady ye are, and fprung 
Of that renowned flood, fci often fu.ng, 
Pivine Alpheus, who by fecret fluQC .... 30 

Stole under feas to meet his Arethufe ; 
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And ye, thd breathing rofes of the wood. 

Pair iilver bufkin'd Nymphs as. great and good, 

I know this queft of yours, an^ free intent 

Was all in honor and devotion meant 55 

To the great miftrefs of yon* princely ihrine. 

Whom with low reveitsHf <s I adore as mine. 

And with all helpful fervice will comply 

To further this night's glad folemnity ; 

And lead ye where ye may more near behold 40 

What fliallow-fearching Fame hath left untold ; 

Which I full oft amid ft thefe fhades alone 

Have fat to wonder at, and gaze upon : 

For know by lot from Jove I am the Power 

Of this fair wood, and livein oaken bower, 45 

To nurfe the faplings tall, and curl the grove 

With ringlets quaint, and wanton windings wove^ 

And all my plants I fa^e from nightly ill 

Of noifome winds, andi.blafting vapors chill : 

And from the boughs brufh off the evil dew, 50 

And heal the armsi of thwarting. thunder blue. 

Or what the crofs dire-looking planet fmites. 

Or hurtful worm with canker'd venom bites. 

When evening gray doth rife, I fetch my round 

Over the mount, and all this hallow'd ground, 55 

And early ere the -odorous breath of morn 

Awakes the flumb'ring leaves, or taffcPd horn. 

Shakes the high thicket, haille 1 all about 

Number my ranks, and viiit every fprout 

With puiflant words, and murmurs made to blefi j 

But elfe in deep of night, when drowfinefs 61 

Hath lock'd up mortal fenfe, then Men I 

To the celeftial Sirens harmony. 

That fit upon the nine infolded spheres. 

And ilng to thofe that hold the vital (hears, 6; 

1 + 
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And turn the adamantin fpindle round. 
On which the fate of Gods and men is wound. 
Such fweet compuliioii doth in mufic lie. 
To lull the daughters of Neceflity, 
And keep unfteady nature to her law, 70 

And the low world in meafit^^ motion draw^ 
After the heav'nly tune, 'which none can heat 
'Of human mold with grofs unp urged ear : 
And yet fuch mufic Worthieft were to blaze 
The peerlefs highth of her immortal praife, 75 

Whofe luftre leads us, and for her moft fit. 
If my inferior hand or voice could hit 
Inimitable founds* yet as we go, 
Whate'er the (kill of kiier Gods can (how, 
I will affay, her worth to celebrate. So 

And fo attend ye toward her glittering ftate ; 
Where ye may all that are of noble ftem 
Approach^ and kifs her facred veflure's hem» 

11. S O N G. 

O'ER the fmooth enamel I'd green^ 
Where no print of flep hath been, 9^ 

Follow me as I iing, 

A^nd touch the warbled ^sing. 
Under the fhady roof 
Of branching elm ilar-proof. 

Follow me, 9^ 

I will bring you where ihe £t$. 
Clad in fpendor as beEts 

Her deity. 
Such a rural Queen 
All Arcadia hath not feen. 95 
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III. S O N O. 

NYmphs and Shepherds dance no more 
By fandy Ladon's lilied banks. 
On old Lycasus or Cyllene hoar 

Trip no more in twilight ranks. 
Though Erymanth your lofs deplore, icd 

A better foil ihall give ye thanks. 
From the ftony Maenalus 
Bring your flocks and live with us, 
Here ye (hall have greater grace. 
To ferve the Lady of this place. 105 

Though Syrinx your Pan's miftrefs were, 
Yet Syrinx well might wait on her. 

Such a rural Queea 
All Arcadia hath not fecn. 
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XVI. 
A 

MASK 

PRESENTED 
At LUDLOW-CASTLE, 1634, 

BEFORE 



The E A R L of B R I D G E WAT E R, then Prefi<lent 
of Wales, 



[ i8i ] 

To the Right Honourable 

J6hn Lord Vifcount Brackly fon and heir ^e^ 
parent to the Earl of B R i d g e w at e r^ &c» 

My Lo R D> 

THIS poem, which reeeived its firfl occafion of 
birth from yourfelf and others of yonr noble 
family^ and much honor from your own perfon in the 
performance, now returns again to make a final de- 
dication of itfelf to you. Although not openlvacknow* 
ledgM by the author, yet it is a legitimate offspring, Co 
lovely, and fo much deiired, that the.ofteni copyilie of 
it hath tir'd my pen to give my feveral friends fatis&c- 
tion, and brought me to a neceifity of prodttcing it to 
the public view ; and now to offer it up in all rightful 
devotion to thofe fair hopes, and rare endowments of 
your much promifing youth, which give afullafifurance* 
to all that know you^ of ,a future jexqel(eApe. J4V# 
fweet Lord to be the honor of your name, and re* 
ceive this as your own, from the hands of him, who 
hath by many favors been long oblig^ to your moR 
honor'd parents, and as in this reprefentation yovr 
attendent Thyrfis, fo now in all real expreffion 



Your faithful and moft 

humble Servant, 

H. Lawis. 



THE PERSONS. 

TfieitfcndcntSpiRiT^tcrwardaintlichabitofThyrfifi. 
CoMus with bis crew. 
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'.FiirftiBitOTBBii^ 

rSecond Baothbr. . x. -^ 

dABRiNA the Nymph» 



The chief ptdbna who prefented were> 
The Lord Beackly* 
Mr. Thomas Egertqn his brother.^ 
The Lady AncB EcERTONr 
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M A S K% 

_ — — - — — ■ ■' 

The firft fcene difcovers a wild wood. 
The attendent Spirit defcends or enters. 

BEFORE the ftarry thrcftold of Jove's court 
My maniion is, where thofe immortal ihapei 
Of bright aeral Spirits live io^pher^d . ; . ^ 
In regions mild of calm and ferene air. 
Above the fmoke and ftir of this dim fpot, ' ^ 

Which men call Earth, and with low tboughted care 
Confin'd and pefter'd in this pin-fold here,. . 
Strive to keep up a frail and feveriih beings 
Unmindful of the crown that virtue gives 
After this mortal change to her true fervants lo 

Amongft the enthronM Gods on fainted feats. 
Yet fome there be that by due fleps afpire 
To lay their juft hands on that golden key. 
That opes the palace of eternity : 
To fuch my errand is ; and but for fuch, . ;. . ij 

I would not foil thefe pure ambrofial weeds 

* Milton feems in this poem to have imitated Shakefpear*8 
manner more than in any other of his works ; and it was very 
natural for a young Author, preparing a piece for the Stage, 
to prnpofe to himfelf for a pattern the mofl celebrated mailer of 
EngUfli dramatic poetry. He has likewife very cIofclY iavUa.^*. 
feveral paflages in Beaumont and J\tlcW^^ ^\v] ^ilUYaw^^J^ 
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Wilth t^e laok vapors of this. fin-WQrn mold. 

But to my talk. Neptune befides the fway 
Of every fait flood, and each ebbing dream. 
Took in by lot *twixt high and nether Jove 20 

Imperial rale of all the (ea-girt ifles. 
That like to rich and various gems inlay 
The unadorned bofom of the deep. 
Which he to grace his tributary Gods 
By courfe commits to feveral government, 25 

And gives them leave to wear their faphir crowns. 
And wield their little tridents : but this Ifle, 
The greateft and the beft of all the main. 
He quarters to his blue-hair'd deities ; 
And all this trad that fronts the filing (an 30 

A noble Peer of mickle truft and power 
Has in this charge, with temper'd awe to guide 
An old, and haughty nation proud in arms : 
Where his fair offspring nursM in princely lore 
Are coming to attend their father's ftate, 35 

And new-intrufted fcepter ; but their way 
Lies through the perplex'd paths of this drear wood^ 
The nodding horror of whofe fhady brows 
Threats the forlorn and wand'ring paffenger ; 
And here their tender age might fuffer peril, 40 

But that by quick command from fovereign Jove 
I was difpatch'd for their defence and guard : 
And liften why, for I will fell you now 
What never yet was heard in tale or fong. 
From old or modern bard, in hall or bower. 4^ 

Bacchus, that firft from out the purple grape 
Cruih'd the fweet poifon of mif-ufed wine. 
After the Tufcan marines transform'd, 

4S. After the Tufcan inariners transform^,] They were changed 
kjr Bacchus into Ship and Dolphins. Stt OVvk V(c!c. IU« Fi^b, 9« 
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Coafting the Tyrrhene fhore, as the winds lifted. 
On Circe's ifland fell : (Who knows not Circe 50 
The daughter of the fun ? whofc charmed cup 
Whoever tafted, loft his upright fhapc. 
And downard fell into a groveling fwine) 
This Nymph that gaz'd upon his cluft'ring locks,. 
"With ivy berries wreath'd, and his blithe youth, 55 
Had by him, ere he parted thence, a fon 
Much like his Father, but his mother more. 
Whom therefore fhe brought up, and Comus namM, 
Who ripe, and frolic of his full grown age. 
Roving the Celtic and Iberian fields, 60 

^t laft betakes him to this ominous wood, 

• And in thick ihelter of black ftiades imbowr^d 
Excels his mother at her mighty art, 

^ Offering to every weary traveller 
His orient liquor in a cryftal glafs, 65 

To quench the drouth of Phtsbus, which as they tafte, 
(For moft do tafte thfpugh fond intemp'rate thirft) 
Soon as the potion woi^, their baman coun^nanca^ 
Th' exprefs refemblance of the Gods, is changed s. 
Into fome brutifti form of wolf, or bear, 70 

Or ounce, or tyger, hog, or bearded goat. 
All other parts remaining as they were ; 
And they, fo perfedl is their mifery. 
Not once perceive their foul disfigurement^ . 
But boaft themfelves more comely than befcire, 75 
And all their friends and native home forget. 
To roll with pleafure in a fenfual fty. 
Therefore when any favor'd of high Jove 
Chances to pafs tluoogh this adventrous ^lade. 
Swift as the fparkle of a glancing ftar ; 9o 

I ihoot from Heav'n, to give hini fafe convoy, 

60. .■ « Celtic and Iberian h^^l Fnuice and Spaior 
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As now I do : But firft I muft put off 

Thefe my iky robes fpun out of Iris woof. 

And take the weeds and likenefs of a fwain. 

That to the fcrvicc of this houfe belongs, S5 

Who with his foft pipe, and fmooth-dittied fong, 

WeU'kiiowB to ftUl the wild winds when they roar, 

;And hofli the waving woods, nor of lefs faith. 

And in this office of his mountain watch, 

Likelieft, and neareft to the prefent aid 90 

pf this occafion. But I hear the tread 

Of hateful ftcpSf I mufi be viewlefs now. 

CJ 

Comus enters with ^ charming rod in one hand> his 
g^ in the other ; with him a rout of monilers, 
headed like fundry forts of wild beails, but other* 
wife like men and women, their apparel gliftering ; 
they come in making a riotous and unruly noife, 

\^ . * wijth torches in, thcio; hands, .: r . 

Poi^vs^ The ilar thatbids the ihephei^ fold, 

Mow the top of Heav'b doth h^ld, 

Andi the gilded car -df day '95 

cijis glowing- kxlt doth allay 

In the ftee|> Atlantic ftrcfam, 

And the flope fun his lipward beam 

Shoots againft the (hifty pole, » ^ 

Facing toitard the other goal : loe 

TQi' his 'Camber in the eaft. 

Mean while Welcome Joy, and Fcaft> 

Midnight Shout and Revelry, 

Tipfy Dance, and jollity* . 

Braid your Locks with rofy twioe, io^ 

dropping odors, dropping wine. 

Rigor now is gone to bed. 

And Advice with fcrupulotts head. 
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Strid Age, and four Severity 

With their grave faws in ilumbcr lie, lio 

We that are of purer fire 

Imitate the ftarry quire, 

Who in their nightly watchful fpheres. 

Lead in fwift round the months and years^ 

The founds and feas, with all their finny drove, iij 

Now to the moon in wavering morrice move ; 

And on the tawny fands and fhelves 

Trip the pert faeries and the dapper elves. 

By dimpled brook and fountain brim. 

The Wood-Nymphs decked with daifies trim, I2p 

Their merry wakes and paftimes keep ; 

What hath night to do with fleefp > 

Night hath better fweets to prove, 

Venus now wakes, and .^ akens Love. 

Come let us our rites begin, t2j 

'Tis only day-iight that makes fin, ' " 

Which thefQ dan (hades will ne'er report. - ." \' 

Hail Goddefs4>f »6dt«rnaifport, ' . ': 

Dark'^veir d C«ty ttb, t'wHom the (ccret flamie [ 

Of mid-night torches burns ; myfterioas dame, 130 

That ne*er art <jaH'd, but when the dragon womb 

Of Stygian darknefs fpits her thickeil gloom. 

And makes one bloV^f allthe air- -'• 

Stay thy cloudy ebon dfilir, ■ 

therein thou rid'ft livith Hecat% aUd befiieiid 155 

Us thy vowM priefts; tUl utmoft end 

Of all thy dues be done, abd none left out. 

Ere the blabbing eaftenn- fqMit, 

The nice morn on th' Indian iteep^ < 

From her cabin'd loophole peep, 140 

129. Dark-vcilM Cotytto,J The GoSdcfr^ inpu'deiKe, onal» 
nally a ftrumpet, had midnight facrificQS a(,Atl^s, and is thercr 
fore very properly faid to be dark-veif it 
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And to the tell-tale fan defcry 

Our conceal'd folemnity. 

Come, knit hands, and beat the ground 

In a light fantailic round. 

The Meafure, 

Break off, break off, I feel the different pace 145 

Of ibme chafte footing near about this ground. 

Run to your flirouds, within thefe brakes and trees ; 

Our number may affright : Some virgin fure 

(For fo I can diflinguifh by mine art) 

Benighted in thefe woods. Now to my charms, i^m 

And to my wily trains ; I fball ere long 

Be well-ftock*d with as fair a herd as graz'd 

About my mother Cifce. Thus I hurl 

My dazzling fpells into the fpungy air. 

Of pow'r to cheat the eye with blear illnfiony 155 

And give it falfe pfefentments, left the place 

And my quaint habits breed aftonifliment. 

And put the damfel to fufpicioiis flight. 

Which muA not bc^ for that's againft my courfe; 

X under faii: pretence of friendly ends, 160 

And well placed words of glozing courtefy 

Baited with reafons not unplaufible. 

Wind me into the eafy-h^rted flmn. 

And hug him into fnares, . Wbcn QAce he? eye , - . 

Hath met the virtue of this magic duft, 165 

I (hall appear fome harj^lefs Vill^r, 

Whom thrift keeps up about his country gear. 

But here (he comes, I fairly &ep afide, 

And hearken, if I may, her bufinefs here. 

141. And to the tell-tale' fun defcry] This epithet alludes to th« 
fable of the fun's ilifcovering Maw and Venus in bed togetbct; and 
tcUing talci tp Vulcaa, Odyff, S— 30a. 
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The Lady enters. 
This way the noife was, if mine ear be true, 170 
My beft guide now ; Qiethought it was the found 
Of riot and ill-manag'd merriment. 
Such as the jocond flute, or ga^le^ome pipe 
Stirs up among the loofe ualetter'd hinds^ 
When for their teeming flocks,' and granges full, 175 
In wanton dance they praife the bounteous Pan, 
And thank the Gods amifs. I fliould be loath 
To meet the radenefs, and fwill'd infolence 
Of fttch late waflailers ; yet O where elfc 
Shall I inlbrm my unacquainted feet ' . 180 

In the blind mazes of this tangled Wood? ' 
My Brothers when they faw me wearied out 
With this long way, refolving here to lodge 
Under the fpreading favor of thefe pines, 
Stept, as they faid, .to the next thicket fide 185 

To bring me berries, or fuch cooling fruit 
As the kind hofpitable woods provide. 
They left me then when the grey-hooded Even, 
Like a fad votarifl in palmer's weed, 
Rofe from the hindmoft wheels of Phebus'wain. 190 
But where they are, and why they came not back. 
Is now the labor of my thoughts ; likelieft 
They had engag'd their wand'ring fteps too far. 
And envious darknelfs, ere they could return. 
Had ftole them from me; elTe O thievifh Night, 195 
Why (hould'ft thou, but for fome fellonious end. 
In thy dark lantern thus clofe up the fbrs 
That nature hung in Heav*n, and fiU'd their lamps 
With everlafting oil, to give due light 

1^9. Like a fad votarif^ in palmer's weed,] A palmer is a pilgrim 
bearing bunches of palm from the Holy Land, whither he made a 
TOW to gO) and is therefore called votarift. 



190 POEMS on feveral OCCASIONS- 

To the mifled and lonely traveller ? 200 

This is the place, as well as I may guefs^ .. 
Whence even now the tumult of loud mirth 
Was rife, and perfedt in my lift'ning ear. 
Yet nought but fingle darknefs do I £nd. 
What might this he ? A thoufand JFantaiies ^205 
Begin to throng into my memory^ 
Of calling fhapes, and beck'ning ihadows dire. 
And airy tongues that iyllable mens names 
On fands, and fhores, and defert wildernefles. 
. Thefe thoughts may flartle well, but not aflound 21c 
The virtuous" mind that ever walks amended 
By a ftrojng fiding champion, confcience. — 

welcome ptfre-ey'd Faith, white-handed Hope, 
Thou hovering Angel girt with golden wings, 

y And thou unblemilh'd form of Chaftity ; 21 < 

J I fee you vifibly, and now believe 

I That he, th^ Supreme Good, tVhom all things ill 

Are but as ilavifh officers of vengeance, 
^ Would fend a glifl*ring guardian if need were 

To keep my life and honor unaflail'd. 22< 

Was I deceived, or did a fable cloud 

Turn forth her filver lining on the night ? 

1 did hot err, there does a fable cloud 
Turn forth her filver lining on the night. 
And cafts a gleam over this tufted grove. ^ 22 j 
I cannot halloo to my Brothers, but 
Such noife as I can make to be heard fartheft 
I'll venture, for my new inliven'd fpirits 
Prompt me; aud they perhaps arc not far off. 
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SO N G. ; 

SWEET Echo, fweeteft nymph, that liv'il unfeen 230 
Within thy airy Ihell, , • 

By flow Mieander's margent green,, . , 
And in the violet-embroider'd vale. 

Where the love-lorn nightingale 
Nightly to thee her fad fongmourneth well ; 235 
Canft thou not tell me of a gentle pair 
That likell thy NarcifTus are ,f 

Qifthoahave • 
Hid them in fomcflow*ry cave. 
Tell me but where, 240 

Sweet queen of parly, daughter of the fphere. 
So may'fLtkpu be tranflated'to the Ikies, 
And give refounding grace to all Heav'n's harmonies. 

CoMus^ Can any mortal, mixture of earth's mold 
Breathe fuch divine, inchanting rayifhment? 245 

Sure fome thing holy, lodges in that breaft. 
And with thefe raptures moves the vocaLair 
To teflify his hidden refidence : 
How fweetly did they flote upon the wings 
Of filence, through the empty- vaulted night, 250 
At every fall imoothing the raven down 
Of darknefs.till it fmil'd ! Jhave oft heard. 
"My mother Circe with the Sirens three, 
Amidft the flow'ry-kirtled Naiades 
Culling their potent herbs, and baleful drugs, 255 
Who as they fung, would take the prifon'd foul. 
And lap it in Elyfium ; Scylla wept. 
And chid her barking waves into attention. 
And fell Charybdis marmur*d foft applaufe : 
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Yet they in pleafing ilumber lull'd the fenfe, 26m 

And in fweet madnefs robb'd it of itfelf ; 

But fuch a facred, and home-felt delight. 

Such fober certainty of waking blifs 

I never heard till now, I'll fpeak to her. 

And (he fhall be my queen. Hail foreign wonder, 265 

Whom certain thefe rough (hades did never breed. 

Unlefs the Goddefs that in rural fhrine 

Dwell'ft here with Pan, or Silvan by blefl Song 

Forbidding every bleak unkindly fog 

To touch the profp'rous growth of this tall wood. 270 

Lady. Nay, gentle Sheplierd, ill is loft that praife 
That is addrefsM to unattending ears ; 
Not any boaft of (kill, but extreme (hift 
How to regain my fever'd company. 
Compelled me to awake the courteous Echo 275 

To give me anfwer from her mofly conch. 

Com, What chance, good Lady, hath bereft you thus? 

Lady. Dim darknefs and this leafy labyrinth. 
Com . Could that divide you from near-uihering guides I 

Lady. They left me weary on a graify turf. 280 

Com. By falfhood, or difcourtefy, or why ? 

Lady. To feek i'th* valley fome cool friendly fpring. 

Com. And left your fair fide all unguarded. Lady ? 

Lady. They were but twain, and purposed quick 
return. 

Com. Perhaps fore-ftalling night prevented them. 285 

Lady. How eafy my misfortune is to hit ! 

Com. Imports their lofs, befide the prefent need ? 

Lady. No Icfs than if I fhould my Brothers lofe. 

Com. Were they of manly prime, or youthful bloom ? 

LADY.Asfmoothas Hebe's their unrazor'd lips. 290 

Com. Two fuch I faw, what time the labor'd ox 
In his loofe traces from the furrow came^ 
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And the fwinkt hedger at his fupper fat ; 
I faw them under a green mantling vine 
That crawls along the fide of yon fmall hill, 295 

Plucking ripe 'cluflers from the tender flioots ; 
Their port was more than human, as they ilood : 
I took it for a fairy vifion 
Of fome gay creatures of the element. 
That in the colors of the rainbow live, 300 

And play i* th' plighted clouds. I was aw-flruck. 
And as I paft, I worfhipt; if thofe you feek. 
It were a journey like the path to Heaven, 
To help you find them. La. Gentle Villager^ 
What readied way would bring me to that place ? 305 
Com. Due weftit rifes from this fhrubby point, 
Lady.To find out that, good Shepherd, I fuppofe. 
In fuch a fcant allowance of ftar-light. 
Would overtafk the beft land-pilot*s art. 
Without the furc gucfs of well-praftic'd feet, 310 

Com. I know each lane, and every alley green. 
Dingle, or bufhy dell of this wild wood. 
And every bofky bourn from fide to fide. 
My daily walks and ancient neighbourhood ; 
And if your ftray-attendance be yet lodg'd, 3 1 5 

Or (hroud within thefe limits, I (hall know 
Ere morrow wake, or the low-nx>fted lark 
From her thatcht pallat roufe; if otherwife 
I can conduft you, Lady, to a low 
But loyal cottage, where you may be fafe 320 

Till further queft. La. Shepherd, I take thy word, 
And truft thy honeft offer'd courtefy. 
Which oft if fooner found in lowly iheds 
With fmoky rafters, than in tap^ftry halls 
And courts of princes, where it firft was nam'd, 3^- 
And yet is moft pretended ; In a place 
K 
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Lefs warranted than this, or lefs fecure, 

I cannot be, that I fhould fear to change it. 

Eye me, tleil Providence, and fquare my trial 

To my proportioned ftrength. Shepherd, lead on. 33a 

The two Brothers. 

Eld. Bro. UnmuiHe ye faint Stars, and thou fair 
Moon, 
That wont'ft to love the traveller's benizon, 
Stoop thy pale vifage through an amber cloud, 
And difinherit Chaos, that reigns here 
In double night of darknefs, and of fhades ; 335 

Or if your influence be quite damm'd up 
With black ufurping mifls, fome gentle taper. 
Though a rufh candle from the wicker hole 
Of fome clay habitation., vifit us 
With thy long levell'd rule of ftreaming light, 340 
And thou fhalt be our ftar of Arcady, 
Or Tyrian Cynofure. 2. Bro. Or if our eyes 
Be barr'd that happinefs, might we but hear 
The folded flocks penn'd in their watled cotes, 
Or foun 1 of paft'ral reed with oaten flops, 345 

Or whiftle from the lodge, or village cock 
Count the night watches to his feathery dames, 
'Twould be fome folace yet, fome little chearing 
In this clofe dungeon of innumerous boughs. 
But O that haplefs virgin, our loft Sifter, 350 

j4i our ftar of Arcady, 

Or Tyrian Cynofure.] Our greater or Icfler Pcar-ftar. Ca1i(fo the 
ilaiighfcr of Lycaon, king of Arcadia, wa^ changed into tbe'gieater 
Bttar, called alio Hclice, and her Ton Areas, into the lefler, called 
Cynofure; hy obfcrving cf wliich the Tyrians and Sidonians (leered 
their courfe, as the Grecian marincM did by the other. See Ovid. 
Faft. 111. 107. 



POEMS on feveral OCCASIONS. 195 

Where may fhe wander now, whither betake her 
From the chill dew, amongft rude burs and thifllcs ? 
Perhaps fome cold bank is her bolfter now, 
Or ^gainfl the rugged bark of fome broad elm 
Leans her unpillow'd head fraught with fad fears. 355 
What if in wild amazement, and affright. 
Or, while we fpcak, within the direful gra/p 
Of favage hunger, or of favage heat ? 

Eld. Bro. Peace, Brother, be not over-exqui/ite 
To cafl the fafhion of uncertain evils ; 360 

For grant they be fo, while they reft unknown. 
What need a man foreftall his date of grief. 
And run to meet what he would moft avoid ? 
Or if they be but falfe alarms of fear. 
How bitter is fuch felf-delufion ? 365 

I do not think my Sifter fo to feek. 
Or fo unprincipled in virtue's book. 
And the fweet peace that goodnefs bofoms ever. 
As that the fingle want'of light and noife 
(Not being in danger, as I truft fhe is not) z;;-© 

Could ftir the conftant mood of her calm thoughts. 
And put them into mif-becoming plight. 
Virtue could fee to do what virtue would 
By her own radiant light, though fun and moon 
Were in the flat fea funk. And wifdom's felf . 37; 
Oft feeks to fweet retired folitude. 
Where with her beft nurfe contemplation 
She plumes- her feathers, and lets grow her wings. 
That in the various buftle of refort - 
Were all too ruffled, and fometimes impairM. 380 
He that has li?;ht within his own clear brcaft 
May fit i' th' center, and enjoy bright day : 
But he that hides «i dark foul, and foul thou'ght?. 
Benighted walks under the mid-day fun ; 

K.2 
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Himfelf is hi^ own dungeon. 38$ 

2. Bro. 'Tit moft true, 
That mufing meditation mofl afTedls 
The penfive fecrecy of dcfert cell. 
Far from the chearful haunt of men and herds,' 
And fits as fafe as in a fenatc houfe ; 390 

For who would rob a hermit of his weeds. 
His few books or his beads, or maple difh. 
Or do his gray hairs any violence ? 
But beauty, like the fair Hefperian tree 
Laden with blooming gold, had need the guard 395 
Of dragon-watch with uninchanted eye, 
To fave her blofToms, and defend her fruit 
From the rafh hand of bold incontinence. 
You may as well fpread out the unfunn'd heaps 
Of milers treafure by an out-law's den, 400 

And tell me it is fafe, as bid me hope 
Danger will wink on opportunity. 
And let a fingle helplefs maiden pafs 
Uninjur'd in this wild furrounding wafte. 
Of night, or lonelinefs it recks me not ; 405 

I fear the dread events that dog them both, 
Left feme ill-greeting touch attempt the perfon 
Of our unowned filler. 

Eld. Bro. I do not. Brother, 
Infer, as if I thought my Sifter's ftate 410 

Secuie without all doubt, or controverfy : 
Yet where an equal poife of hope and fear 
Does arbitrate th' event, my nature is 
That I incline to hope, rather than fear. 
And gladly bani(h fquint fufpicion. 415 

My Sifter is not fo defenfelefs left 
As you imagine ; fhe' has a hidden ftrength 
Which you remember not. 



POEMS on feveral OCCASIONS. 197 

2. Bro. What hidden ilrength, 
Unlefs the flrength of Heav'n, if you mean that ? 420 

Eed.Bro. I mean that too» but yet a hidden ftrength. 
Which if Heav'n gave it, may be term'd her -own : 
*Tis chaftity, my Brother, chaility : 
She that has that, is clad in complete fleel, 425 

A^vd like a quiver'd nymph with arrows keen 
May trace huge forefts, and unharbbur'd heaths. 
Infamous hills, and fandy perilous wilds. 
Where through the facred rays of chaftity. 
No favage fierce, bandite, or mountaneer 439 

Will dare to foil her virgin purity r 
Yea there, where very defolation dwells 
By grots, and caverns fhagg'd with horrid fhades. 
She may p^s on with anblench'd majefty. 
Be it not done in pride, or in prcfumption. 435 

Some fay no evil thing that walks by night. 
In feg, or fire, by lake or moorifti fen. 
Blue meager hag, or ftubborn unlaid ghoft. 
That breaks his magic chains at Curfeu time. 
No goblin, or fwart fairy of the mine, 440 

IJath hurtful pow'r o'er true virginity. 
Do you believe me yet, or fhall I call 
Antiquity from the old fchools of Greece 
To teftify the arms of chaftity ? 
Hence had the huntrefs Dian her dread bow, 445 
Fair filver-fhafted queen, for ever chafte. 
Wherewith Ibe tam*d the brinded lionefs 
And fpotted mountain pard, but fet at nought 
The frivolous bolt of Cupid ; Gods and men 
Fear'd her ftern frown,and (he was queen o'th' woods. 450 
What was the fnaky-headed Gorgon-fhield, 
That wife Minerva wore, unconquer'd virgin 
Wherewith ihe freez'd her foes to congeal'd ftone, 

K3 
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But rigid looks of chafte aufterity, 

And noble grace that dafh'd brute violence 455 

With fudden adoration, and blank awe ? 

So dear to Hcav'n is faintly chaftity. 

That when a foul is found iincerely fo, 

A thoufand liveried Angels lacky her, 

Driving far off each thing of fin and guilt, 46« 

And in clear dream, and fblemn vifion. 

Tell her of things that no grofs ear can hear. 

Till oft converfe with heav'nly habitants 

Begin to caft a beam on th' outward fhape, 

The unpolluted temple of the mind, 46 j 

And turns it by degrees to the foul's efTence, 

Till all be made immortal : but when lull. 

By unchafte looks, loofe geflures, and foul talk, 

But moil by leud and lavifh a6l of fin. 

Lets in defilement to the inward parts, 47O 

The foul grows clotted by contagion, 

Imbodies, and imbrutes, till (he quite lo/e 

The divine property of her firft being. 

Such are thofe thick and gloomy fhadows damp 

Oft feen in charnel vaults and fepulchers, 475 

Lingering, and fitting by a new made grave. 

As loath to leave the body that it lov'd. 

And link'd itfelf by carnal fenfuality 

To a degenerate and degraded ftate. 

2. Bro. How charming is 'divine philofophy ! 4S0 
Not harlh, and crabbed, as dull fools fuppofe. 
But mufical as is Apollo's lute, 
And a perpetual feaft of nedlar'd fweets. 
Where no crude furfeit reigns. 

Eld. Bro. Lift, lift, I hear 
Some far off halloo break the filent air. ' 485 

2. Bro. Methought fo too; what (hould it be? 
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Eld. Bro. For certain 
Either fome one like us night-founder'd here. 
Or elfe feme neighbour wood-man, or, at worft. 
Some roving robber calling to his fellows. 490 

2.BRo.Heav'n keep my Sifter. Again, again, and near; 
Beft draw, aud ftand upon our guard. 

Eld. Bro. Til halloo; 
If he be friendly, he comes well ; if not, 
Defenfe is a good caufe, and Heav'n be for us. 495 

The attendent Spirit, habited like a fhepherd. 

That halloo I fhould know, what are you ? fpeak ; 
Come not too near, you fall on iron ftakes elfe. 

Sp I R . What voice is that? my young lord ? fpeak again, 

2. Bro. O brother, 'tis my father's fhepherd, fure. 

Eld. Bro. Thyrfis ? whofe artful ftrains have oft 
delay'd 500 

The huddling brook to hear his madrigal. 
And fweeten'd ev'ry mufkrofe of the dale. 
How cam'ft thou here, good Swain f hath any ram 
Slipt from the fold, or young kid loft his dam, 
Or ftraggling weather the pent flock forfook ; 505 
How could'ft thou find this dark fcqucfter'd nook ? 

Spir. O my lov'd matter's heir, and his next joy> 
I came not here on fuch a trivial toy 
As a ftray'd ewe, or to purfue the-ftealth 
Of pilfering wolf; not all the fleecy wealth 5 10 

That doth enrich thefe downs, is worth a thought 
To this my errand, and the care it brought. 
But, O my virgin Lady, where is ihe ? 
How chance ftie is not in your company ? 

El d.Bro.To tell thee fadly,Shepherd,without blame. 
Or our negledt, we loft her as we cam.e. 5 *5 

K4' 
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Spir. Ay me unhappy ! then my fezrs are true. 

Eld. Bro. What fears,gaod Thyrfis ? Pr'y thee briefly 
ihew. 

Spir. I'll tell ye ; 'tis not vain or fabuloas, 
(Though fo efteem'd by fhallow ignorance) 
What the fagepoet3, taught by th'heav'nly Mufe, 520 
§toryM of old in high immortal verfc. 
Of dire chimera's and inchanted iiles, ' 
And rifted rocks whofe entrance leads to Hell ; 
For fuch there be, but unbelief is blind. 

Within the navel of this hideous wood» 525 

Immur'd in cyprefs (hades a forcerer dwells. 
Of Bacchus and of Circe born, great Comas, 
Deep ikill'd in all his mother's witcheries. 
And here to every thirily wanderer 
By ily enticement gives his baneful cup, 5^30 

With many murmurs mix'd, whofe pleafing poifon 
The vifage quite transforms of him that drinks, 
And the inglorious likenefs of a beafl 
Fixes inflead, nnmolding reafon's mintage 
Chara£^er'd in the face ; this have I learnt 53$ 

Tending toy flocks hard by i'th* hilly crofts. 
That brow this bottom glade, whence night by night 
He and his monftrous rout are heard to howl 
Like ftabled wolves, or tygers at their prey. 
Doing abhorred rites to Hecate 540 

In their obfcured haunts of inmoft bowers. 
Yet have they many bates, and guileful fpelh. 
To inveigle and invite th* unwary fenfe 
Of them that pafs unweeting by the way. 
This evning late, by then the chewing flocks 545 
^ Had ta'en their fupper on the favory herb 
Of knot-grafs dew-befprent, and where in fold, 
I fat me down to watch upon a bank 
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With ivy canopied, and interwove 

With flaunting honey-fackle, and began, 550 

Wrapt in a pleafing fit of melancholy. 

To meditate my rural minftrelfy. 

Till fancy had her fill, but ere a clofe 

The wonted roar was up amidft the woods. 

And fill'd the air with barbarous diiTonance ; 955 

At which I ceas'd, and liften'd them a while. 

Till an unufual flop of fudden filence 

Gave refpit to the dvoufy Bighted ftceds. 

That draw the litter of dofe-curtain^cf 'Sleeps 

At laft a foft and folemn breathing ibund 560 

Rofe like a fteam of rich didiird perfumes. 

And dole upon the air, that even Silence 

Was took ere fhe was ware, and wifh'd fhe might 

Deny her nature, and be never more « 

Still to be fo difplac'd. I was all ear, 565 

And took in (trains Chat might create a foul 

Under the ribs of death : but O ere long 

Tbo well I did perceive it was the voice 

Of my moll honored Lady, your dear Sifter^ 

Amaz'd I flood, harrow'd with grief and fear, 570 

And O poor haplefs nightingale thought I, 

How fweet thou fing'fl, how near the deadly fnare ! 

Then down the lawns I ran with headlong bafle. 

Through paths and turnings often trod by day. 

Till guided by mine car I found the place, 575 

Where that damnM wifard.hid in fly difguife 

(For fo by certain flgns I knew) had met 

Already, ere my bed fpeed could prevent. 

The aidless innocent Lady his wifh'd prey. 

Who gently afk'd if he had feen fuch two, 58a 

Suppofmg him fome neighbour villager. 

Xongei I duffi not ftay, but foon I guefs'd 



202 POEMS on ftveral OCCASIONS. 

Ye were the two (he meant ; with that I fprung 

Into fwift flight, till I had found you here. 

But further know I not. 2. Bro. O night and (hades. 

How are ye join'd with Hell in triple knot, 586 

Again ft th* unarmed weakncfs of one virgin, 

Alone, and helpljfs ! Is this the confidence 

You gave me, Brother? Eld. Bro. Yes, and keepitftilL 

Lean on it fafely ; not a period 

Shall be unfaid for me : againll the threats 

Of malice or of foicery, or that power 

Which erring men call Chance, this I hold firriB, 

Virtue may be a(raird, but never hurt, 

Surpriz'd by unjuft force, but not inthrali'd ; 595 

Yea even that which mifchief meant moft harm. 

Shall in the happy trial prove moft glory : 

But evil on itfelf (hall back recoil. 

And mix no more with goodnefs, when at laft 

Gathered like fcum, and fettled to itfelf, 606 

It (hall be in eternal reftlefs change 

Self-fed, and felf confumed : if this fail. 

The pillar'd (irmament is rottennefs, 

And earth's bafe built on ftubble. Biit come let's on. 

Againft th' oppofing will and arm of Heaven 6C5 

May never this juft fword be lifted up ; 

But for that damn'd magician, let him be girt 

With all the grifly legions that troop 

Under the footy flag of Acheron, 

Harpyes and Hydra's, or all the monftrous forms 610 

Twixt Africa and Ind, Pli find him out, 

And force him to reftore his purchafe back,' 

Or drag him by the curls to a foul death, 

Curs'd as his life. 

Spir. Alas ! good v^ntVous Youth, 6x5' 

I love thy courage yet, and bold cmprife ; ' ^ .' 
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But here thy fword can do thee little flead ; 

Far other arms, and other weapons muft 

Be thofe that quell the might of hellifli charms : 

He with his bare wand can unthred thy joints, 62O 

Arnd crumble all thy finews. 

Eld. Bro. Why pr'ythee, Shepherd, 
How durft thou then thyfelf approach fo near. 
As to make this relation ? 

Spir. Care and utmoft fhifts 
How to fecure the Lady from furprifal, 
Brought to my mind a certain fhepherd lad, A'' 
Of fmall regard to fee to, yet well ikill'd 
In every virtuous plant and healing herb. 
That fpreads her verdant leaf to th' morning ray 7" 
He lov'd me well, and oft would beg me fmg. 
Which when I did, he on the tender grafs 
Would fit, and harken ev'n to extafy 
And in requital ope his leathern fcrip. 
And (how me fimples ofa thoufand names, 635 

Telling their llrange and vigorous faculties : 
Amongft the reft a fmall uniightly root. 
But of divine efFeft, he cull'd me out; 
The leaf was darkilh, and had prickles on it. 
But in another country, as he faid, ^ 640 

Bore a bright golden flow*r, but not in this foil : 
Unknown, and like efteem'd, and the dull fwain 
Treads on it daily with his clouted ftioon ; 
And yet more med'cinal is it than that Moly 
That Hermes once to wife Ulyifes gave ; 645^ 

He calPd it Haemony, and gave it me, 
And bade me keep it as of fovereign ufe 
^Gainrt all inchantments, mildew, blaft, or damp. 
Or ghaftly furies apparition. 
Ipurs'ditup, but little reck'ning made, ' '650' 
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Till now that this extremity compell'd : 

fiut now I find it true; for by this means 

I knew the foal enchanter though difguis'd, 

Enter'd the very lime-twigs of his fpells. 

And yet came off: if you hare this about yoi^ .65$ 

(As I will give you when we go) yon may 

Boldly afTault the necromancer's hall ; 

Where if he be, with dauntlefs hardihood. 

And brandifh'd blade ruih on him, break his glafs.. 

And (hed the lufcious liquor on the ground, 660 

But feife his wand ; though he and his cursM crew 

Fierce fign of battle make, and menace high. 

Or like the fons of Vulcan vomit fmoke. 

Yet will they foon retire, if he but (brink. 

Eld. Bro. Thyrfis, lead on apace. Til follow thee. 
And fome good Angel bear a fhield before us. 666 

The fcene changes to a ftately palace, fet out with all 
. manner of delicioufnefs : foft muiic, tables fpread 
with all dainties. Comus appears with his rabble, 
and the Lady fet in an inchanted chair, to whom he 
offers his glafs, which ihe puts by, and goes about 
to rife. 

Com. Nay, Lady, fit; if I but wave this wand. 
Your nerves are all chain'd up in alabafter. 
And you a ftatue, or as Daphne was 
Root-bound, that fled Apollo. 670 

Lady. Fool, do not boaft. 
Thou canfl not touch the freedom of my mind 
With all thy charms, although this corporal rind 
Thou hail immanacled, while Heav'n fees good. 

Co M. Why are you vext, Lady ? why do you frown ? 
Here dwell no frowns, nor anger; from thefe gates 676 
Sorrow files far ; See here be all the pleafures 
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That fancy can beget on youthful thoughts, . 

When the frelh blood groWs lively, and returns 

Brifk as the April buds in primrofe-feafon. 680 

And iirit behold this cordial julep here. 

That flanaes, and dances in his cryftal bounds, 

With fpi'rits of balm, and fragrant fyrups mixM. 

Not that Ne|:%nthes, which the wife of Thonc 

In Egypt gave to Jove born Helena, 685 

Is of fuch pow'r to ftir up joy as this. 

To life fo friendly, or fo cool to thirft. 

Why ihould you be fo cruel to yourfelf. 

And to thofe dainty limbs which Nature lent. 

For. gentle ufage, and foft delicacy ? 690 

But you invert the covenants of her truft. 

And harfhly deal like an ill borrower 

With that which you received on other terms. 

Scorning the unexempt condition 

By which all mortal frailty muft fubfift, 695 

Refreihment after toil, eafe after pain, - 

That have been tir'd all day without repaft. 

And timely reft have wanted ; but, fair Virgin, 

This will reftore all foon. 

Lady, 'Twill not, falfe traitor, 700 

*Twill not reftore the truth and honefty 
That thou haft banifh'd from thy tongue with lies. 
Was this the cottage, and the fafe abode 
Thou toldft me of? What grim afpedls are thcfe, 
Thefe ugly-headed monfters ? Mercy guard me ! 705 
Hence with thy brew'd inchantments, foul deceiver j 
Haft thou betray'd my credulous innocence 
With vifor'd falfhood, and bafe forgery ? 
And would'ft thou feek aga\n to trap me here 
With liquorifh baits ix to enfnare a brute ? 7i# 

Were it a draft for Juno when ihe ban^ueta 
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I would not tafte thy treafonous ofFcr ; nohe ' 

But fuch as are good men can give good things. 
And that which is not good, is not delicious 
To a wcll-govcrn*d and wife appetite, 715 

Com, O foolifhnefs of men ! that lend their ears 
To ihofe budge doftors of the Stoic fur. 
And fetch their precepts from the Cynic tub, 
Praifing the lean and fallow Abftinence. 
Wherefore did Nature pour her bounties forth, 720 
With fuch a full and unwithdrawing hand, 
Covering the earth with odors, fruits, and flocks, 
Thronging the feas with fpawn innumerable. 
But all to pleafe, and fate the curious tafte ? 
And fet to work millioiis of fpinning worms, 725 
That in their green (hops weave the fmooth-hair*d filk 
To deck her fons, and that no corner might' 
Be vacant of her plenty, in her own loins 
She hutcht th* all-worfhipt ore, and precious gems 
To flore her children with : if all the world 730 

Should in a pet of temp'rance feed on pulfe,' 
Drink the clear ftream, and nothing wear but frieze, 
Th' all-giver would be' unthank'd, would be unprais'd. 
Not half his riches known, and yet defpis'd, 
And we (hould ferve him as a grudging mailer, 755 
As a penurious niggard of his wealth. 
And live like Nature's baftards not her fons. 
Who would be quite furcharg'd with her own weight. 
And firangled with her wafte fertilitj', 
Th*earthcumber'd,andthewing'daifdarktwithplumes, 
The herds would over-multitude their lords 740 

Th' lea o'er fraught would fwell, and th' unfought diamonds 
Would fo emblaze tlie forehead of the deep, 
And fo beflud with ftftrs, that they below' 
Would grow inui'd to-^ght, and come at laft* 74J 



POEMS on feveral OCCASIONS, ^o^ 

To gaze upon the fun witli Ihamelefs brows- 
Lift Lady, be not coy, and be not cofen'd 
With that fame vaunted" name Virginity. 
Beauty is Nature's coin, muft not be hordedj 
But muft be current, and the good thereof 750 

Confifts'in mutual and partaken blifs, 
Unfavory in th* enjoyment of itfelf ; 
If you let flip time, like a ncgledled rofe 
It withers on the ftalk with languifliM head. 
Beauty is Nature's brag, and muft be fhown 755 

In courts, in feafts, and high folemnities. 
Where moft may wonder at the workmanfhip ; 
It is for homely features tokeep home. 
They had their name thence ; coarfe complexions 
And cheeks of forry grain will fe:ve to|)ly 75q 

The fampler, and to teaze the hufwi fe's Wool, 
What need a vermeil-tinftur'd lip for that. 
Love-darting eyes, or trefTes like the morn ? 
There was another meaning in thefe gifts, 
Think what, and be advis'd, you are but youngyet. 76c 
Lady. 1 had not thought to have unlockt my lips 
In this unhallowM air, but that this juglcr 
Would think to charm my judgment, as mine tyts. 
Obtruding falfe rules prankt in reafon's garb. 
I hate when vice can bolt her arguments, 770. 

And virtue has no tongue to check her pride. 
Impoftor, do not charge moft innocent Nature, 
As if fhe would her children fhould be riotous ^. 

With her abundance ; (he good catcrefs 
Means her provifion only to the good, 77^ 

That live according to her fober laws, 
And holy diftate of fparc ^temperance : 
]f every juft man, that now pines with want. 
Had but a moderate and befeeming fhare 
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Of that which lewdly pamper'd Idxary 780 

Now heaps upon fome few with vail excefs 

Nature's full bleffings woulcf be well difpens'd 

In unfuperfluous even proportion, 

And (he no whit incumber'd with her flore» 

And then the giver would be better thank'd, 785 

His praife due paid ; for fwinifh gluttony 

Ne'er looks to Heav'n amidfl his gorgeous feaft* 

But with befotted bafe ingratitude 

Crams and blafphemes his feeder. Shall X go on ? 

Or have I faid enough ? To him that dares 790 

Arm his profane tongue with contemptuous words 

Againfl the fun-clad pow'r of Challity, 

Fain would 1 fomething fay, yet to what end ? 

Thou had nor ear, nor foul to apprehend 

The fublime notion, and high myftery, 79J 

That muft be utter'd to unfold the fage 

And ferious doftrine of Virginity, 

And thou art worthy that thou fhould'il not know 

More happinefs than this thy prefent lot. 

Enjoy your dear wit, and gay rhetoric, ^00 

That hath fo well been taught her dazling fence. 

Thou art not fit to hear thyfelf convinc'd ; 

Yet (hould I try, the uncontrolled worth. 

Of this pure caufe would kindle my rapt fpirits 

To fuch a flame of facred vehemence, 805 

TJiat dumb things would be mov'd to fympathize. 

And the brute earth would lend her nerves, and fhake. 

Till all thy magic ftru6tures rear'd fo high. 

Were fhatter'd into heaps p'er thy falfe head. 

Com. She fables not, I feel that I do fear 8.10 
Her words fet oflF by fome fu-perior power ; 
And though not mortal, yet a cold {hudd'ring dew 
Dips me all o'er, as when the wrath of Jove 
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Speaks thunder, and the chains of Erebas 

To feme of Saturn's crew. I muft diflemble 815 

And try her yet more ftrongly. Come, no more. 

This is mere moral babble, and dircd 

Againil the canon laws of our foundation ; 

I muft not fuffer this, yet 'tis but the lees 

And fettlings of a melancholy blood : 820 

£ut this will cure all flrait, one fip of this 

Will bathe the drooping fpirits and delight 

Beyond the blifs of dreams. Be wife, and tafte.— « 

The Brothers rufli in with fwords drawn, wrcft his glaft 
out of his hand, and break it againft the ground ; his 
rout make fign of refinance, but are all driven in : 
The attendent Spirit comes in. 

Spir. What, have you let the falfe inchanter fcape ? 
O ye miilook, ye ihould have fnatcht his wand 825 
And bound him fail ; without his rod rcvers*d. 
And backward mutters of diilevering power. 
We cannot free the Lady that fits here 
In ftony fetters iix'd, and motionlefs : 
Yet flay, be not diiturb'd ; now I bethink me, 850 
Some other means I have which may be us'd. 
Which once of Meliboeus old I learnt. 
The foothefl Shepherd that ever pip*d on plains. 

There is^ a, gentle nymph not far from hence. 
That with moift curb fw^ys the fmooth Severn flream, 
Sabrina is her name, a virgin pure ; 836 

Whilome fhe was the daughter of Locrine, 
That had the fcepter from his father Brute. 
She guiltlefs damfel flying the mad purfuit 
Of her enraged flepdame Guendolen, 840 

Commended her fair innocence to the flood. 
That Aay'd her flight with his crofs-flowing courfe» 
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The water-nymphs that in the bottom play'd. 

Held up their pearled wrifts and took her in. 

Bearing her ftrait to aged Nereus hall, 845 

Who, piteous of her woes, rear'd her lank head. 

And gave her to his daughters to imbathe 

In neftar'd lavers flrow'd with afphodil. 

And through the porch and inlet of each fenfe 

Dropt in ambroiial oils till ihe reviv'd, 850 

And underwent a quick immortal change. 

Made Goddefs of the river ; Hill (he retains 

Her maiden gentlenefs, and oft at eve 

Vlfits the herds along the twilight meadows. 

Helping all urchin blafls, and ill-luck figns 855 

That the ihrewd medling elfe delights to make, 

Which ihe with precious vial'd liquors heals. 

For which the fhepherds at their feflivals 

Carol her goodnefs loud in rudic lays. 

And throw fweet garland wreaths into her ftream 860 

Of pancies, pinks, and gaudy dafFadils. 

And, as the old fwain faid, fhe can unlock 

The clafping charm, and thaw the numming fpell, 

If fhe be right invok'd in warbled fong, 

For maidenhood fhe loves, and will be fwift 865 

To aid a virgin, fuch as was herfelf, 

In hard-befetting need ; this will I try. 

And add the pow'r of fome adjuring verfe. 

SONG. 

Sabrina fair, 

Liiben where thou art fitting 870 

Under the glafTy, cool, tran (lucent wave. 

In twifled braids of lillies knitting 
The loofe train of thy amber-dropping hair ; 

Liften for dear honor's fake, 

Goddefs of the filver lake, 875 

Liflen and fave. 
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J-iften and appear to us 
In name of great Oceanus, 
By th' earth- fhaking Neptune's mace. 
And Tethys grave majeftic pace, • SStJ 

By hoary Nereus wrinkled look. 
And the Carpathian wifard's hook, > 

By fcaly Triton's winding (hell. 
And old footh-faying Glaucus fpell. 
By Leucothea's lovely hands, 88j 

And her Ton that rules the ftrands. 
By Thetis tinfel-flipper'd feet, 
And the fongs of Sirens fweet. 
By dead Parthenope'« dear tomb, 
And fair Ligea's golden comb, 890 

Wherewith fhe fits on diamond rocks. 
Sleeking her foft alluring locks. 
By all the nymphs that nightly dance 
Upon thy ilreams with wily glance. 
Rife, rife, and heave thy rofy head Jpy 

From thy coral-paven bed. 
And bridle in thy headlong wave, 
Till thou our fummons anfwer'd have. 
Liften and fave. 

Sabrina rifes, attended by water-nymphs, .and jfings. 

By the rufhy-fringed bank, 90Q 

Where grows the willow and the ofier dank. 

My Aiding chariot flays. 
Thick fet with agat, and the azure fheen 
Of turkis blue, and emerald green. 

That in the chanel flrays ; 905 

Whim from off the waters fleet 
Thus I fet my printlefs feet 
O'er the cowflips velvet head 
That bends not as 1 tr^ad.; 
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Gentle Swain, at thy reqaeft 910 

I am here. 

Spir. Goddeff dear, 
Wc implore thy powVfol hand 
To undo the charmed band 

Of true virgin here diftreft, 915 

Through the force, and through the wile 
Of unbleft inchanter vile. 

Sab. Shepherd, 'tis my office beft 
T6 help infnared chaftity : 

Brightefl Lady, look on me ; gzm 

Thus I fprinkle on thy breaft 
Drops that from my fountain pure 
I. have kept of precious cure. 
Thrice upon thy fingers tip,* 

Thrice upon thy rubied lip ; 9*J 

Next this marble venom'd feat, 
Smear'd with gums of glutenous heat, 
I touch with chafle palms moift and cold : 
Now the fpell hath loft his hold ; 
And I muft hafte ere morning hour 930 

To wait in Amphitrite's bow'r. 
Sabrina defcends, and the Lady rifes out of her feat. 

Sfir. Virgin, daughter of Locrine 
Sprung of old Anchifes line. 
May thy brimmed waves for this 
Their full tribute neyer mifs 935 

From a thoufand petty rills 
That tumble down the fnowy hills : 
Summer drouth, or finged air 
Never fcorch thy treifes fair. 

Nor wet Oftober's torrent flood 94« 

Thy molten cryftal fill with mudi 
May thy billows roll aihorc 
The bcry], and the golden ore ; 
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May thy lofty head be crown'd 

With many a tow*r and terras round, • ^ 945 

And here and there thy banks upon 

With groves of myrrh, and cinnamon. 

Come, Lady, while Heav'n lends us grace# 
Let us fly this curfed place. 

Left the forcerer us entice 950 

With fome other new device. 
Not a wafte, or needlefs found. 
Till we come to holier ground ; 
I fhall be your faithful guide 

Through this gloomy covert wide, 955 

And not many furlongs thence. 
Is your Father's refidence. 
Where this night are met in ftatc 
Many a friend to gratulate 

His wifh'd prefence, and befide 960 

All the fwains that near abide, 
With jigs, and rural dance refort ; 
We (hall catch them at their fport. 
And our fudden coming there 

Will double all their mirth and chear ; 965 

Come let us hafte, the ftars grow high. 
But night fits monarch yet in the mid iky* 

The fcene changes, prcfenting Ludlow town and the 
Prefident*s caftle; then come in country dancers, af- 
ter them the attendent Spirit, with the two Brothers 
and the Lady. 

SONG. 

Sfir. Back, Shepherds, back, enough your play. 
Till next fun-fhine holyday ; 
Here be without duck or nod 970 

Other trippings to be trod 
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Of lighter toes, and fuch court guiie 

As Mercury did firft devife 

With the mincing Dryades 

On the lawns and on the leas. 97$ 

This fecond Song prefents them to their Father and 
Mothep* 

Noble Lord and Lady bright, 

I have brought you new delight. 

Here behold fo goodly grown 

Three fair branches of your own ; 

Heav'n hath timely try'd their youth, 9S# 

Their faith, their patience, and their truth. 

And fent them here through hard aflays 
With a crown of deaxhlefs praife. 

To triumph in vidlorjous dance 
O'er fenfual folly, and intemperance. 9S5 

The dances ended, the Spirit epiloguizes. 

Spir. To the ocean now I fly, 
And thofe happy climes that lie 
Where day never (huts his eye, 
Up in the broad fields of the Iky : 
There I fuck the liquid air 9po 

All amidft the gardens fair 
Of Hefperus and his daughters three 
That fing about the golden tree : 
Along the crifped fhades and bowers 
Revels the fpruce and jocund fpring, 995 

The Graces, and the rofy-bofom'd Hours, 
Thither ail their bounties bring ; 
That there eternal Summer dwells 
And weft-winds with mufky wing 
About the cedarn alleys- fling . icoo 
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Nard and Caffia*s balmy fmells. 

Iris there with fiumid bow 

Waters the odorous banks, that blow 

Flowers of more mingled hue 

Than her purfled fcarf can fhew, loo^ 

jAnd drenches with Elyfian dew 

(Lift mortals, if your ears be true) 
Beds of hyacinth and rofes. 

Where young Adonis. oft repoies. 

Waxing well of his deep wound lOIo 

In {lumber foft, and on the ground 

Sadly fits th' Aflyrian queen ; 

But far above in fpangled fheen 

Celellial Cupid her fam'd fon advanc'd. 

Holds his dear Pfyche fweet intranc'd, loir 

After her wand'ring labors long 

Till free confent the Gods among 

Make her his eternal bride. 

And from her fair unfpotted fide 

Two bllfsful twins are to be born, jq2% 

Youth and Joy ; fo Jove hath fworn. 

But now my talk is fmoothly done, ' 

I can fly, or I can run 

Quickly to the green earth's end. 

Where the bow'd welkin flow doth bend, I02C 

And from thence can foar as foon 

To the corners of the moon. 
Mortals that would follow me. 

Love Virtue, flie alone is free. 

She c^n teach you how to clime loi# 

Higher than the fphery chime ; 

Or if Virtue feeble were, 

Heav'n itfelf would (loop to her. 

10T2 th* AfTyrian qneen j] Venus, fo called beeaufe ihe 

was fiift worihippcil by the Afl)rian8. 



/ 
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XVII. 
LYCIDAS*. 

In this monody the Author bewails a learned friend, 
unfortunately drown'd in hispafTage from Chefter 
on the Irifli Seas, 1637, and by occafion foretels 
the ruin of our corrupted clergy then in their 
heighth. 

YET once morey O ye Laurels, and once more 
Ye Myrtles brown, with Ivy never fere, 
I come to pluck your berries harih and crude. 
And with forcM fingers rude 

Shatter your leaves before the mellowing year. 5 

Bitter conftraint, and fad occafion dear. 
Compels me to difturb your feafon due : 
For Lycidas is dead, dead ere his prime, 
Young Lycidas, and hath not left his peer : 
Who would not fing for Lycidas ? he knew 10 

Himfelf to fing, and build the lofty rhime. 
He muft not flpte upon his watry bier 
Unwept, and welter to the parching wind. 
Without the meed of fome melodious tear. 
Begin then, Sifters of the facred well, 15 

That from beneath the feat of Jove doth fpring. 
Begin, and fomewhat loudly fweep the firing. 

» This poem was made upon the unfortunate and untimely deatk 
ff Mr. Edward King, fon of Sir John King, Secretary for Ireland, a 
fellow- collegian and intimate friend of Milton, who as he was going 
to viftt his relations in Ireland, was drowned Aug. lo. 1637, in the 
a5rh year of his age. This poem is with great judgment made of 
the paftosal kind, as both Mr. King and Milton had been de6gned 
for holy orders and the pa^oral care, which gives a pcojliar proprittjr 
to feveral pafiages ia it. 
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Hence with denial vain, and coy excufe, 

5o may fome gentle Mufe 

With lucky words favor my deilin'd urn, 20 

And as he pafles turn. 

And bid fair peace be to. my fable fhroud. 

For we were nuril upon the felf-fame hill, 

Fed the fame flock by fountain, fhade, and rill. 

Together both, ere the high lawns appeared 25 
Under the opening eye-lids of the morn. 
We drove a field, and both together heard 
What time the gray-fly winds her fultry horn, 
Batt'ning our flocks with the frelh dews of night. 
Oft till the ftar that rofe, at evening, bright, 30 

Tow'ardHeaven'sdeicenthadflop'dhisweftVingvvhecl. 
Mean while the rural ditties were not mutf, 
Temper'd to th' oaten flute. 

Rough Satyrs danc'd, and Fauns wifh cloven heel 
From the glad found would not be abfcnt long, 35 
And old Damastas lov'd to hear our fong* 

But O the heavy change, now thou art gone. 
Now thou art gone, and never mull return ! 
Thee, Shepherd, thee the woods, and defcrt caves. 
With wild thyme and the gadding vine o'ergrown. 40 
And all their echoes mourn. 
The willows and the hazel copfes green 
Shall now no more be feen, 

28. What time the gray-fly, &c.] By the gray-fly is meant, no 
ioubt, a browniflj kind of beetle powder'd with a little white, com- 
monly called a cock-chafFcr j thefe in the hot fummcriPcnths, lie 
quiet all the day, but about fun fet, fly about with juft fucb a iWt 
of noife as anfwers the Poct*s de(criptijon. 

36. And old Damaetas lov'd to hear our fong.] He means probr.bly 
Dr. William Chapel, who had been tutor to them both at Cambridge*, 
and was afterwards BiCiop of Cork and Kofs in Ireland. 
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Fann'ng their joyous leaves to thy foft lays. 

As killing as the canker to the rofe, 45 

Or taint-worm to the weanling herds that graze. 

Or froft to flowVs, that their gay wardrobe wear. 

When firft the white-thorn blows ; 

Such, Lycidas, thy lofs to ihepherds ear. 

Where were ye,Nymphs,when the remorfclefs deep 50 
Clos'd o'er the head of your lov'd Lycidas ? 
For neither were ye playing on the fteep. 
Where your old Bards, the famous Druids, lie. 
Nor on the fhaggy top of Mona high. 
Nor yet where Deva fpreads her wifard flream : 55 
Ay me ! I fondly dream. 

Had ye been there, for what could that have done ? 
What could the Mufe herfelf that Orpheus bore. 
The Mufe herfelf for her inchanting fon, , 
Whom univerfal nature did lament, 60 

When by the rout that made the hideous roar. 
His goary vifage down the ftrcam was fent, 
Down the fwift Hebrus to the Lefbian fhore ? 

Alas ! What boots it with inceiraflt care 
To tend the homely flighted fliepherd's trade, 65 

And flriftly meditate the thanklefs Mufe ?^ 
Wwjre it not better done as others ufe. 
To fport with AmaryJlis in the fliade. 
Or with the tangles of Nenera's hair ? 
Fame is the fpur that the clear fpi'rit doth raiff 70 
(That laft infirmity of noble mind) 
To fcorn delights and live laborious days ; 
But the fair guerdon when we hope to find. 
And think to burft out into fudden blaze. 
Comes the blind Fury with th' abhorred fliears, 75 
And flits the thin fpun life. But not the praife 
Fhcebus reply'd, and touch'd my trembling ears; 
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Fame is no plant that ^rovvs on mortal foil. 

Nor in the glill*ring foil 

Set off to the world, nor in broad rumor lies. So 

But lives and fpreads aloft by thofe pure eyes. 

And perfed witnefs of all judging Jove ; 

As he pronounces laflly on each deed. 

Of fo much fame in Heav'n expeft thy meeJ. 

O fountain Arethufe, and thou honor'd flood, 85 
Smooth- Aiding Mincius, crovvn'd with vocal reeds. 
That ftrain I heard was of a higher mood : 
But now my oat proceeds. 
And liftens to the herald of the fca 
That came in Neptune's plea ; '90 

He afk'd the waves, and alk'd the fellon winds. 
What hard mifhap hath doom'd this gentle fwain ? 
And queflion'd every guft of a^gged" winds. 
That blows from off each beaked promontory; 
They knew not of his ftory, 95 

And fage Hippotades their anfwer brings. 
That not a blafl was from his dungeon llray'd. 
The air was calm, and on the level brine 
Sleek Panope with all her fiflers play*d. 
It was that fatal and perfidious bark ioq 

Built in th' eclipfe, and rigg'd with curfes dark, 
That funk fo low that facred head of thine. 

Next Camus, reverend fire, went footing flow. 
His mantle hairy, and his bonnet fedge. 
Inwrought with figures dim, and on the edge 105 
Like to that fanguin fiow'r infcrib'd with woe. 
Ah ! Who hath reft (quoth he) my deareil pledge ? 
Lad came, and lafl did go. 
The pilot^of the Galilean lake, 

'"Two mafTy keys he bore of metals twain, no 

(The golden opes, the iron fhuts amain) 
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He (hook his miter'd locks, and ftern befpakc. 

How well could I have fpar'd for thee, young fwain. 

Enow of Tuch as for their bellies fake 

Creep, and intrude, and climb into the fold? - 115 

Of other care they little reck'ning make. 

Than how to fcramble at the (hearers fca(l. 

And (hoi« away the worthy bidden gaeft; 

Blind mouths 1 that fcarce themfelves know how to hold 

A Ihcep-hook, or have learn'd ought elfe the leaft 120 

That to the faithful herdman's art belongs ; 

What recks it them ? What need they? They are fpcd 1 

And when they lift, their lean and fla(hy fongs 

Giate on their fcrannel pipes of wretched ftraw ; 

The hungry (heep look up, and are not fed, 125 

But fwoirn with wind, and the rank mift they draw. 

Rot inwardly^ and foul^ contagion fpread : 

Befidcs what the grim wolf with privy paw 

Daily devours apace, and nothing faid. 

But that two-handed engin at the door 130 

Stands ready to fmite once, and fmite no more. 

Return Alpheus, the dread voice is paft. 
That (hrunk thy ftreams ; return Sicilian Mufe, 
And call the vales, and l)id them hither caft 
Their bells, and flourcts of a thoufand hues. 135 

Ye \'^alleys low, where the mild whifpers ufe 
Of (hades, and wanton winds, and gulhing brooks^ 
On whofc frelh lap the fwart (tar fparely looks, 
Throw hither all your quaint enamePd eyes. 
That on the green turf fuck the honied (howers, 140 
And purple all the ground with vernal flowers. 
Bring the rathe primrofe that forfaken dies. 
The tufted crow-toe, and pale jcfTamine, 
The white pink, and the panfy frcakt with jet. 
The glowing violet, 145 



POEMS on fcvcral OCCASIONS. 221 

The mufk-rofe, and the wcll-attir*d woodbine. 

With cowflips wan that hang the penfive head. 

And every flow'r that fad embroidery wears : 

Bid amarantus all his beauty fhed. 

And daffadiUies £11 their ci^s with tears, 150 

To ftrow the laureat herfe where Lycid lies* 

For £0 to interpofe a little eafe. 

Let our frail thoughts dally with falfe furmife. 

Ay me! Whilft thee the Ihores, and founding feas 

Wafh far away, where'er thy bones are hurl'd, 155 

Whether beyond the flormy Hebrides, 

Where thou perhaps under the whelming tide 

Vifit'ft the bottom of the monftroas world i 

Or whether thoa to our moift vows deny'd, 

Sleep'ft by the fable of Bellerus old, 160 

Where the great vifion of the guarded mount 

Looks tow'ard Namancos atid Bayona's hold ; 

Look homeward Angel now, and melt with ruth: 

And, O ye Dolphins waft the haplefs youth. 

Weep no more, woful Shepherds, weep no more, 165 
For Lycidas your forrow is not dead. 
Sunk though he be beneath the watry floor ; 
So finks the day-ftar in the ocean bed, 
And yet anon repairs his drooping head, 
And tricks his beams, and with new fpanglcd ore 1 70. 
Flames in the forehead of the morning fky ; 
So Lycidas fwnfe 16 w, but mounted high,* 
Througlh the dear might of him that walk'd the waves. 
Where other groves and other dreams along. 
With Neftar pure his oozy locks he laves, 175 

And hears th' unexpreffive nuptial fong, 
In the bicft kiivgdoms meek of joy and love. 
There en^FtaiR him all the faints above. 
In folemn troopjs apd fivert focieties. 
Li 
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That iing, and iinging in their glory move, i8e 

And wipe the tears for ever from his eyes. 
Now, Lycidas, the ihepherds weep no more ; 
Henceforth thou art the genius of the fhore. 
In thy large recompenfe, and fhalt be good 
To all that wander.in that perilous flood. iS$ 

Thus fang the uncouth fwain to th' oaks and rills. 
While the ftill morn went out with fandals gray. 
He touch'd the tender Stops of various quilTs^ 
With eager thought warbling his Doric lay : 
And now the fun had ftretch'd out all the hills, ig% 
And now was dropt into the weftern bay ; 
At lad he rofe, and twitch'd his mantle bine ; 
To-morrow to fre(h woods, and paflares new*. 



XVIIL 
On the new forcers of confcience under the Long 

P A R L I AM E NT ♦. 

BEcaufe you have thrown off your prelate Lord, 
And with ftifFvows renounc'd his Liturgy, 
To ftife the widow'd whore Plurality 
From them whofe fin ye envied, not abhorr'd. 
Dare ye for this adjure the civil fword 5 

To force our confciences that Chriil fet free. 
And ride us with a claflic hierarchy f 
Taught ye by mere A. S. and Rotherford t ^ 

* This poem is fupposM to hare been made, when the Diredory 
was eilarbiiOied, and difputes ran high between the Pre/byterians aAd 
Independents in 1 645, the latter pleading for a toleration, and the 
former againft it. 

f In the Prcft>yterian form of gOYernmenI there are congrega- 
tional, cbfTical, provincial, and national aflemblies. 

I It is not kjiown who is meant by A. S. Mr* Samuel Rother- 
ford was ProfeHor of Divinity at St. Andrew*8, and one of the 
. Scotch commiflioners to the Weftminfter aflembly. 
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Men whofe life, learning, faith and pure intent 
Would have been held in high efteem with Paul, 10 
Mud now be nam'd and printed Heretics 
By fliallow Edwards * and Scotch what d*ye call f : 
But we do hope to find out all your ticks. 
Your plots and packing worfe than thofe of Trent, 
That fo the Parliament 15 
May with their wholfome and preventive ihears 
Clip your phylacteries, tho' bauk your ears. 

And fuccour our juit fears. 
When they fhall read this clearly in your charge. 
New Prcfbytcr is but Old Prieft writ large. 20 

• Mr. Thomts Bdwards, author of the Gangrana, 
.f Either Mr. Alexander Henderfon or Mr. George Cillel]pi0^ 
both cemmiifioncri to the WeftmlnAer aflembJ/* 



C^ 



Li 
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XIX. 

The Fifth O D E of Horace, Lib. I. 

Quis multa gracih's te pucr in rofa, rendered almoft 
word for word without rhime, according to the 
Latin meafure, as near as the language will 

permit. 

HAT (lender youth bedewed with liquid odors 
Courts thee on rofes in fome pleafant cave» 
Pyrrha I for whom bhid'fl thou 
In wreaths thy golden hair. 



w 



Plain in thy neatnefs ? O how oft ihall he g 

On faith and changed Gods complain, and feas 

Rough with black winds and ftorms 

Unwonted ihall admire ! 

Who now enjoys thee credulous, all gold. 

Who always vacant always amiable to 

Hopes thee, of flattering gales 

Unmindful. Haple6- they 

To whom thou untry'd-feem'ft fair/ Me in my vow'd 
Pidlurc the facred wall declares t' have hung 

My dank and dropping weeds 15: 

To the ilern Godof £ea. 
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Ad P Y R R H A M. 

Ode V. 

Horatius ex Pyrrhae illecebris tanquam e naufraglo 
enataverat, cajus amore irredtos, afiirtnat e&e 
miferos. 



o 



UIS multa gracilis te puer in rofa 
Perfufus liquidis urget odoribusj 
Grato, Pyrrha, fub antro ? _ 
Cui flavam reli^as comam 



Simplex mundifiis ? hen (juoties Mem 5 

Matatofque deos flebit, et afpera 

Nigris aequofa rentis 

Emirabitur -infoUns ! 

Qui nunc te frnitttr crediiliis aarea. 

Qui fesnper vacuam femper amaibileni i o 

Sperat, necius aoras 

Fallacis. Miferi quibus 

jntentata nites. Me tabula facer 
Votiva parries indicat, uvida 

SafpendiiTe potenti 15 

Veftimenta maris Deo. 
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SONNET S *. 

I. 

To the N I G H T I N G A L E. 

O Nightingale, that on yon bloomy fpray 
Warbleft at eve when all the woods are ftill» 
Thou with freih hope the lover's heart doft fill. 
While the jolly hours lead on propitious May. 
. Thy liquid notes that clofe the eye of day, 5 

Firft heard before the (hallow cuccoo's bill, 
Portend fucccfs in love ; O if Jovc*8 will 
Have link'd that amorous pow'r to thy foft lay« 
Now timely fing, ere the rude bird of hate 
Forctel my hopelefs doom in fome grove nigh ; 
As thou from year to year haft fung too late le 
For my relief, yet hadft no reafbn why : 

Whether the Mufe, or -Love call thee his mate, ^ 
£oth them I krve, and of their train am I. 

II. 
Donna leggiadra il cui bel pome honora 
L'herbofa val di Rheno, c il nobil varco, 

* The Sonnet (fays Dr. Newton) is a fpeaes of poetry. of Italiaa 
e tia£tkn, and the famous Petrarch hath gainM the reputation of 
hi'ijiQ the firit Author and inventor of it. It confifts generally of 
©ne thought, and that always turned in fourteen verfes of the 
length of our heroics, two ftanza's or meafures of four vtrfes each, 
and two of three, the firft eight verfes having no more than two 
rhymes. It is certainly one of the moft difficult of ail the lefler 
liintis of poetry, fuch limplicity and fuch correftncfs being required 

in the compofuion.* The Sonnet (fays Mr. Johnfon) is a ftorc 

f>oem confiiling of fonrteeo lines, of which the rhynaes ate adjufted 
by a particular rule. It is not very fuitable to the Englifh language;^ 
aiui has not been ufed by an^ man of tsavcvcace dnce Miiton. 



POEMS on fevcral OCCASIONS. %2f 

Bene e colui d^ogni valore fcarco 
Qual tuo fpirto gentil non innamora, ' 

Che dolcemente moflra fi di faora J 

De fai atti foavi giamai parco, 
£ i don% che fon d'amor faette ed arco. 
La onde V aha tna virtu s'infiora. ' 

Qnando ta vaga parli» o lieta canti 

Che mover poffa daro alpeftre legno, lo 

Goardi ciafcun a gli occhi, ed a gli orecchi 

L*entrata, chi di te fi truova indegno ; 
Gratia Tola di fu gli vaglia» inanti 

Che'l diiio amorofo al cuor s'invecchi. 

III. 
Qual in colle afpro, al imbrmiir di fera 

L'aveaza giovinetta pailorella 

Va bagnando Therbetta flrana e bella 

Che mal fi fpande a difufata fpera 
Fuor di faa natia alma primavera, 5 

Cofi Amor meco ins^ la lingua fnella 

Delia il fior novo di ftrania favella, 

Mentre io di te, vezzofamente altera, 
CantOy dal mio buon popol non intefo 

£ i bd Tamigi cangio col bei Arno. lo 

Amor lo volfe, ed io a Paltrui pefo 
Seppi ch' Amor cofa mai volfe indarno. 

Deb ! fofs* il mio cuor lento e'l duro ftno 

A chi pianta dal ciel fi buon terrene* 

Canzone. 

RIdonii donne e giovani amorofi 
M'accoftandofi attorno, e perche fcrivi, 
Perche tu fcxivi in lingua ignota e ilrana 
Verfeggiando d'amor, e come t'ofi \ 
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Diane, fe la tua fpeme iia mai vana» 5 

E dc pcnfieri lo miglior t'arrivi ; 
Coil mi van burlando, altri rivi 
Altri lidi t'afpettan, 6c altre onde 
Nclle cui verdi fponde ^ 

Spuntati ad hor, ad hor a la tua chioma 10 

L'lmmortal guiderdon d'eterne frondi 
Perche alle fpalle tue foverchia foma ? 

Canzon dirotti, e tu per me rUpondi 
Dice mia Donna, e'l fuo dir, c il mia cnore 
(^eila e lingua di cui ii vanta Amore. 1$ 

IV. 
Diodati, e te'l dird con maraviglia. 

Quel ritrofo io ch'amor Tpreggiar folea 

£ de fuoi lacci fpeflb mi ridea 

Gia caddi, ov'huom dabben talhor s'impiglia. 
Ne treccie d'oro, ne guancia vermiglia 5 

• M'abbaglian si, ma fotto nova idea 

Peilegrina bellezza che'l cnor bea, 

Portamenti alti bonefti, e nelle ciglia 
Quel fereno fulgor d* amabil nero. 

Parole adorne di lingua piu d'una, 10 

E'l can tar ch^ di mezzo rhemifpero 
Traviar ben puo la faticofa Luna, 

E degli occhi fuoi auventa fi gran fuoco 

Che P incerar gli orecchi mi lia poco, 

V. 

Per certo i bei voftr*occhi. Donna mia 
Efler non puo che non fian lo mio fole 
Si mi percuoton forte, come ei fuole 
Per I'arene di Libia chi s'invia, 

Mentie un caldo vapor (ne fenti pria) 5 



POEMS on federal OCCASIONS. 299 

Da quel lato fi r|»iige ort iili dtfole, 

Che forfe amanti adle lor parole 

Chiamafi fofpir; io non fo che fi fia : 
Parte rinchiufa, e turbida fi cela 

Scofib mi il petto, e poi n'ufoendo poco 10 

Quivi d' attomo o a'agghiacda, o s'ingieta | 
Ma q^innto a gli ocdu' gionge a titnrar looo 

Tutte le notti a me (90I far piovofe 

Fincfae mia Alba rivieit colxna di rofir. 

VL 

Giovane piano, e femplicetto amante 

Poi che foggir me fteflb ia d«bbio ibno. 

Madonna a voi del mio cuor Phumil done 

Faro divoto ; 10 certo a prove tante 
L'hebbi fedele, intrepido, coHantey , 5 

De peniieri leggiadro, accorto, e boOiio ; 

Quando rugge il gran mondo, e fcocca il taonOj 

S'arma dffe, e d' intero dian»ante, 
Tanto del forfe, e d* invidia fictiro, 

Di timori, e fperanze al popol afe f O 

Quanto d*ingegno, e d' alto valor vago, 
E di cetta fonora, e dellc mufe : 

Sol troverete in tal parte men duro 

Ove Amor mife Tinfanabil ago. 

VII. 
On his being aniv'd to the age of 23. 

How foon hath Time, the fubtle thief of youth, 
Stoll'n on his wing my three and twentieth year! 
My hafting days fly on with full career. 
But my late fpring no bud or bloflbm fhew'th. 

Perhaps my femblancc might dt<:dN^ ^^ x\Ni.^> ^ 
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That I to manhood am arrivM (o near. 
And inward ripenefs doth much lefs appear* 
That fome more timely-happy fpirits indu'tb. 

Yet be it lefs or more, or foon or flow. 
It fliall be ftiU in ftridefl meafure even lo 

To that (ame lot, however mean or high. 

Toward which Time leads me, and the will of Heaven ; 
All is, if I have grace to ufe it fo. 
As ever in my great Tafk-Mafter*8 eye. 

vra. 

When the aflault was intended to the City *. 

Captain or Colonel, or Knight in arms, 
Whofe chance on thefe defenfelefs doors may feife. 
If deed of honour didjthee ever pleafe 
Guard them, and him within proted from harms. 

He can requite thee, for he knows the charms 5 

That call fame on fnch gentle ads as thefe, 
.And he can fpread thy name o'er lands and feas, « 
Whatever clime the fun's bright circle warms, 

Lift not thy fpear againft the Mufes bow'r : 

The great Emathian conqueror bid fpare 10 

The houfe of Pindarus, when temple' and tow'r 

Went to the ground : And the repeated air 
a)f fad Eledra's poet had the pow'r 
To fave th' Athenian walls from ruin bare. 



* In the manufcript, after the title, is added 1642. It-waaia 
Kevenober that year that the King inarched with his army as near 
•s Brentford, and put the city in great concern ation. 
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IX. 
To a virtuous young Lady. 

Lady that in the prime of earliefi youth 
Wifely haft ihann'd the broad way and the green^ 
And with thofe few art eminently feeo. 
That labor up the hill of heav'nly truth. 

The better part with Mary and with Ruth ' . < 

Chofen thou haft; and they that overween. 
And at thy growing virtues fret their fpleen» V^ 

No anger find in thee^ but pity' and ruth* 

Thy care is fix'd, and zealoufly attends 

To fill thy odorous lamp with deeds of light, 10 
And hope that reaps not fhame. Therefore be fure 

Thou, when the bridegroom with his feaftfnl friends 
PafTes to blifs at the mid hour of night. 
Haft gain'd thy entrance. Virgin wife and pure* 

X. 

To the Lady Margaret Ley ♦. 

Daughter to that good Earl, once Prefident 
Of England's Council, and her Treafury, 

* We htve given the title which is in Mtlton*s Manufcript, 7« 
the Lady Margaret hey. She was the daughter of Sir James Ley, 
whofe fingular learning and abilities raifed him through all the great 
pods of the law, till he came to be made Earl of Marlborough, and 
Lord High Treaforer, and Lord Prefident of the Council to King 
James I. He died in an adyanc'd age, and Milton attributes his 
death to the breaking of the parliament ; and it is true that the 
parliament was diflblved the loth of March i628-9» and he died 
on the 14th of the fame month. He leftfeveral fonsand daughters ; 
and the Lady Margaret was married to Captain Hobfon of the Ifle of 
Wight. It appears from the accounts of Milton's life, that in the 
year 1643 ^^ ^^^^ frequently to vifit this lady and her hufband, and 
a.bout that time we may fuppofe that this fonnet h(^\ ^ncN^SKi^% 
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Who UvM in both, unftain'd with gold or fee. 
And left them both, more in himfelf content. 

Till fad the breaking of that Parliament 5 

Broke him, as that dilhoneft vi^ry 
AtChaeronoif ^Uai to Hbcity, 
KiWd with report that old man olo^iwnt. 

Though later bom than to have knoim th« days 
Wherein yovr father florifh'd, ytt by yo^t 10 

Madaip, methinkt I fee him living ytt ; 

So well yonr words his poble virtoes praiie. 
That ail both j6dge yon to rtkte thtm troc. 
And to poieff them, honored Margaret^ 

XI. 

On the detraction which followed upon my 
writing certain trcatifes *. 

A book waj writ of late caird Tetrachordon, 
And woven clofe, both matter, form and ilile ; 
The fabjeft new : it walk'd the town jawhile. 
Numbering good intelleds f now fcldbm por'd on. 

Cries the ftdl-reader, Bleis u« what a word on 5 

A title page is this ! and feme in Hie 
Stand fpelling falfe, while one might walk to Mile- 
End Green. Why is it harder Sirs than Gordon, 

Colkitto, or Macdonnel, or Galafp f ? 

• When Milton publiflxed his took of divorce, he was greatly 
condemned by the Preibyterian miaifters, whofe advocate and 
champion he had been before. He publifii'd his Tetracliordon, 
or Bxpofitions upon the four chief places in fcripture, v^hich treat 
of marriage or nullities in marriage, in 1645. 

•f* ** We may fup'pofe> (fays Dr. Newton) that thefe were perfons 
** of note and eminence amongfl the Scdch miniders who were 
** for prefliog and enforcing the covenant.'' Mr. George Gillefpie, 

here' 
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Thofe rugged names to our like months grow fleek, 10 
That would have made Q^intillian ftare and gafp. 
Thy age like ours, O Soul of Sir John Check *, 
Hated not learning worfe than toad or afp. 
When thou taught'ft Cambridge, and king Edward 
Greek* 

XIL 

On the fame. ^ 

I did but prompt the age to quit their clogs 
By the known rules of ancient liberty. 
When ilrait a barbarous noife environs me 
Of owls and cuccoos, aiTes, apes and dogs ; 

As when thofe hinds that were transformed to frogs j 
. Rail'd at Latona^s twin-bom progeny. 
Which after held the fun and moon in fte. . 
But this is got by cading pearl to hogs ; 

That bawl for freedom 10 tfaeir fenfelefs mood. 

And dill revolt when truth wonld fet them free. lo 
licence they mean vhen ihey cry liberty; 

For who loves that, muit firft be wife and good ; 
But from that mark how far they rove we fee 
For all this wafte of wcaki^ aad lofi of blood. , 

here wroogooiSy nataed G^fsJB^ vm Qutx>i ijat $QQt£tL co«miffianer» 
to the Wcftroinftcr aflcmbl/^. JBiiit who the other peffoaswere is 
fK>t known. It appears from this ibiinet, and the Terfes m the fir cert 
of confcience, that Milton . treats the Preibyterians with great con- 
tempt. 

• This Gentleman was the 6rA Pfo&iror •£ the Qrtek tongnr 
in the Univerfitjr of CaiBbridfa» anil was hif bty inftnuDent^ in 
bringing that laftguafe into lopute. Ht was aftCSMa&di snito Qlir 
ttf the tutors to £dwar4 VL 
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xiir. 

-To Mr. H. L A W t s on his Airs • 1645* 

Harry, whofe tunefol and well roeafur'd fottg 
Firfl taught our Englifh roufic how to (pan 
Words with juft note and accent, not to fcan 
With Midas ears, committing (hort and long ; 

Thy worth and (kill exempts thee from the throng, 5 
Witk praife enough for enVy to look wan ; 
To after age thou fhalt be writ the man. 
That with fmooth air could'fl humour beft our tongue. 

Thou honor'ft verfe, and verfe mull lend her wing 
To honor thee, the prieft of Phoebus quire, 10 

That tun'ft their happied lines in hymn or fioryt 

Dante ihall give fame leave to fet thee higher 
Than his Cafella^ v/hom he woo'd to fing 
Met in the milder ihades of purgatory. 

XIV. 

On the religious memory of Mrs. Catharine Thom- 
fon, my chriftian friend, deceased 16 Dec. 1646 f. 

When faith and love, which parted from thee never. 
Had ripen'd thy juft foul to dwell with God, 
Meekly thou didft refign this earthly load 
Of death, call'd life; which us from life doth fever. 

^ Thit Mr. Henry Liwes was a gentleman o( the King's chapd* 
tad one of his band of mufic, and an intimate friend of Milton. 

f Who this Mn. Titomfon was, fays Dr. Newton^ we cannot 
W certain ; but I find in the accounts of Milton*s life, th^t when 
lie was firft made Latin SecreUry^ he lodged at one Thomfon*s next 
door to the Bull-head tavern at Charing-Crofs. This Mrs. Thorn- 
foa therefore was ia all probability one of that fanuly. 
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Thy works and alms and all thy good endeavor 5 
Stay'd not behind, ncFr in the grave were trod ; 
But as faith pointed with her golden rod^ 
Fdllow'd thee up to joy and blifs for ever. 

Love led them on, and faith who knew them bed 
Thy hand-maids, clad them o'er with purple beams 10 
And azure wings, that up they flew fo dreft. 

And (pake the truth of thee on glorious themes 
Before the Judge, who thenceforth bid thee reft 
And drink thy fill of pure immortal ftreama. 

XV. 

To the Lord General Fairfax*. 

Fairfax, whofe name in arms through Europe ringSf 
Filling each mouth with envy or with praifc* 
And all her jealous monarchs with amaze 
And rumours lon4» that daunt remoteft kings^ 

Thy firm unihaken virtue ever brings g 

Victory home, though new rebellions raife 
Tbeif^Hydra heads, and the falfe North difplays 
Her broken league to imp their ferpent wings. 

O yet a nobler talk awaits thy hand, 

(For what can war, but endlefs war fiill breed?) 10 
Till truth and right from violence be freed. 

And public faith dear'd from the fhamefnl brand 
Of public fraud. In vain doth valor bleed. 
While avarice and rapin ihare the land, 

• This fonnet appetrt firom the manufcript to have been addxeiled 
to Geu. Fairfax at the fiese of Golcfaefter, which was canied Oft ia 
the fiunmer 1648. 
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XVL 

To the Lord General Cromwell*. 

Cromwell, oar chief of men, who through a cload 
Not of war only, but detraflions rude. 
Guided by faith and matchlefs fortitude. 
To peace and truth thy glorious way haft plongh'd. 

And on the neck of crowned fortune proud 5 

Haft Rar*d God's trophies, and his work purfoed. 
While Darwen ftream with blood of Scots imbrued. 
And Dunbar field refounds thy praifes loud. 

And Worcefter's laureat wreath. Yet maeh remains 
To conquer ftill ; peace hath her vidories 10 

No lefs renowned than war : new S6ti arife 

Threatning to bind our (buls with fecalar chains : 
Help us to lave free confcience hom the paw 
Of hireltiv wolves^ whofe gofpd is their imaw. 

XVII. 

To Sir Henry V a n e the younger. 

Vane, young in years, but in fage counfel old. 
Than whom a better fenator ne'er held 
The hdm of Rome, \<^hen gowns not arms repeU'd 
Thus ierce EpiFOt and the African bokl. 

Whether to fetde peace, or to unfold 5 

The drift of hollow ftatee hard to be fpellM, ' 
Then to advife how war may beft upheld 
Move by her two main nerves, iron and gold, 

♦ In the Author'! manofcript it thif infcription. To tbe Lord 
CmeralCnmnoeUy May 1652. On the pro^fah ofetrtain mimftert 
#* tbi ummttetforfropagal'm oftbi Goffei* 
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In all her equip^e^ b^fides to know 
Both fpiritual pow'r and civil, what each means, 10 
What fevers each,thou haft leam'd, which fewhave done ; 

The bounds of either fword to thee we owe : 
Therefore on thy firm hand religion leans 
In peace, and reckons thee her eldeft fon. 

XVIII. 

On the late maflacre in Piemont ♦. 

Avenge, O Lord, thy flaughter'd faints, whofe bones 
Lie fcatter'd on the Alpine mountains cold ; 
Ev'n them who kept thy truth fo pure of old. 
When all our fathers worfhipt ftocks and flones. 

Forget not : in thy book record their groans 5 

Who were thy fheep, and in their ancient fold 
Slain by the bloody Piemontefe that roU'd ^ 
Mother with infant down the rocks. Their moans 

The vales redoubled to the hills, and they 

To Heaven, f^eir martyr'd blood and afhes fow 10 
O'er alj| the lulian fields, where ftill doth fway 

The triple Tyrant ; that from thefe may grow 

* This petfecution of the Proteftants in Piemont broke out in 
165$. In May that year Cromwell wrote feveral letters tQi tht 
Duke of Savoy, and other potentates and ftates, complaining of 
that persecution. Echard tells us, that he proclaimed a faff, and 
cauftfd large contributions to be gathered for them in England ; that 
he fent his agents to the Duke of Savoy, a prince with whom he 
had no correfpondence or commerce, and the next year fo engage^ 
Card. Mazarine, and even terrified the Pope himfelf, without fd 
much as doing any favour to the EngHHi Roman Catholic?, that 
the Duke thought it necelTiry to reftore all that he had taken from 
them, and renewed all thofc privileges they had formerly enioyed. 
** So great (adds Ecl^rd) was the terror of his name ; nothing 
«* b«rng more ufual than his faying, that his fliips in the Meaiter- 
** raosan (hould vifit Civita Vccchia^ and the found of his cannon 
*< flruuld be heard in Rome.** 
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A hundred fold, who having learned thy way 
Early may fly the Babylonian woe. 

XIX. 
On his blindnefs. 

When I confider how my light is fpcnt 

Ere half my days, in this dark world and wide. 
And that one talent which is death to hide, 
Lodg'd with me ufelefs, thoagh my foul more bent 

To ferve therewith my Maker, and preient 5 

My true account, left he returning chide ; 
Doth God exadk day-labor, light deny'd, 
I fondly afk : But patience to prevent 

That murmur, foon replies, God doth not need 
Either .man's work or his own gifts ; who beft 10 
Bear his mild yoke, they ferve him beft : his ftate 

Is kingly'; thoufands at his bidding fpeed. 
And poft o'er land and ocean without reft ; 
They alfo ferve who only ft and and wait. 

XX. 

To Mr. Lawrence*. 

Lawrence, of virtuous father virtuous fon. 

Now that the fields are dank, and ways are mire. 
Where ftiall we fometimes meet, and by the fire 
Help wafte a fullen day, what may be won 

From the hard feafon gaining ? time will run 5 

On fmoother, till Favonius re-infpire 
The frozen earth, and clothe in frefh. altire 
The lilly' and rofe, that neither fow'd nor fpun. 

* This Mr. Lawrenfc was the (on of the PiefiJcnt of Crom .ve^Ts 
council. 
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What neat repaft (hall feaft us, light and choice,. 
Of Attic tafte, with wine, whence we may rife i^ 
To hear the lute well touch'd, or artfal voice 

Warble immortal notes and Tufcan air ? 

He who of thofe delights can judge, and fpare 
To interpofe them oft, is not unwife. ^ 

XXI. 
To Cyriac Skinner*. 

Cyriac, whofe grandfire on the royal bench 
Of Britifh Themis, with no mean applaufe 
Pronoanc'd and in his volumes taught our laws. 
Which others at their bar fo often wrench ; 

To day deep thoughts refolve with me to drench 5 
In mirth, that after no repenting draws ; 
Let Euclid reft and Archimedes paufe. 
And what the Swede intends, and what the French. 

To meafure life learn thou betimes, and know 

Toward folid good what leads the neareft way; 10 
For other things mild Heav'n a time ordains. 

And difapproves that care, tho' wife in (how. 
That with fuperfluous burden loads the day. 
And when God fends a chearful hour, refrains. 

XXII. 
To the fame. 

Cyriac, this three years day thefe eyes, tho' clear. 
To outward view, of blemifh or of fpot, 

• Cyriac Skinner was the fon of William Skinner^ Efq ; and 
grandfon oi Sir Vincent Skinner, and his mother was daughter of 
the famous Lord Chief Juftice Coke. Mr. Wood relates, that he' 
was one of Harrington's political cluh, and fcmetimes held the 
chair \ and farther adds, that he was a merchant's fon of London, 
an ingenious young gentleman and fcholar to John Milto/i, 
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Bereft of light their (edng have forgot, 

• Nor to their idle orbs doth fight appear 

Of fuD, or moon, or ftar throughont the year, 5 

Or man, or woman. Yet I argue not 
Againft Heaven's hand or will, nor bate a jot 
Of heart or hope ; but ftill bear vp and fteer 

Right onward. What fapports me, doft thoa a(k ? 
The confcience,Friend,to' have loft them overply'dio 
In liberty's defenfe, my noble talk. 

Of which all Earope talks from fide to fide. [mafk 
This thought might lead me through the world's vain 
Content tho' blind, had I no better guide. 

xxni. ' 

On his dcceafed Wife *. 

Methought I faw my late efpoufed faint 
Brought to me like Alceftis from the grave. 
Whom Jove's great fon to her glad hufband gave, 
Refcuedfrom death by force, though pale and faint. 

Mine, as whom wafh'd from fpot of child-bed taint 5 
Purification in the old Law did fave. 
And fuch, as yet once more I truft to have 
Full fight of her in Heav'n without reftraint. 

Came veiled all in white, pure as her mind : 

Her face was veil'd, yet to my fancied fight 10 
Love, fweetnefs, goodnefs, in her perfon fhin'd 

So clear, as in no face with more delight. 
But O as to embrace me fhe inclined, 
I wak'd, Ihe fled, and day brought back my n:ght. 

• This was his fecond wife, Catharine the daughter of C;»pt. 
Woodcock of Hackney, who lived with him not above a year af.er 
their marriage, and died in childbed of a daughter. 
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P S A L M S. 

Psalm I. Done into verfe, 1653, 

BLefs'd is the man who hath not walk'd ailray 
III counfel of the wicked, and i'th' way 
Of £nners hath not flood, and in the feat 
Of fcorners hath not fat. But in the great 
Jehovah's law is ever his delight, 5 

And in his law he (ludies day and night. 
He (hall be as a tree which planted grows 
By watry flreams, and in his feafon knows 
To yield his fruit, and his leaf fhall not fall. 
And what he takes in hand (hall profper all. lo 

Not fo the wicked, but as cha(F which fann'd 
The wind drives, fo the wicked (hall not (land 
In judgement, or abide their trial then. 
Nor (inners in th' a(rembly of juft men. 
For the Lord knows the upright way of the jud^ 15 
And the way of bad men to ruin mud. 

PsAL. II. done Aug. 8. 1653. Terzette. 

WHY do the Gentiles tumult, and the nations 
Mufe a vain thing, the kings of the earth upiland 
With pow'r, and princes in their congregations 
Lay deep their plots together thro* each land 

Againd the Lord and his Meffiah dear ? 5 

Let us break off, fay they, by flrength of hand 
M 
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Their bonds, and cad from us, no more to wear. 

Their twitted cords : He who in Heav*a doth dwell . 

Shall laogh, the Lord (hall feoff them, then fevefe 
Speak to them in his wrath, and in his fell lo 

And fierce ire trouble them ; bat f, faith he. 

Anointed have my King (though ye reb^ 
On S:on my holy* hill. A firm decree 

I will declare ; the Lord to me hath faid 

Thou \.i my Son, I have begotten thee 15 

This day ; afk of me, and the grant is made ; 

As thy pofTeffion I on thee bettow 

Th' Heathen* and as thy conqueft to be fway'd 
Earth's atmoft bounds: them (halt thou bring full low 

With iron fcepter bniis'd, and them difperie 20 

Like to a pottcr*s vcffel fliiver'd Co. 
And now be wife at length ye Kings averfe. 

Be taught ye Judges of the earth ; with fear 

Jehovah fcrve, and let your joy converfe 
^"ith trembling ; kifs the Son left he appear 25 

[n anger, and ye perifli in the way. 

If once his wrath take fire like fuel fere. 
Happy all thofe^ho have him in th^ir ftay. 



PsAL. IlL Aug. 9. 1653. When he fled from 
Abfaloxn. 

LORD how many arc my foes ! 
How many thofc 
That in arms againft me rife ! 
Many arc they 
That of my life dillruflfully thus fay. 
No help for tim in God there lies. 
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Sut thou. Lord, art my (hield» my glory. 

Thee through my ftory 

Th' exalter of my he^d I count ; 

Aloud I cry'd t0 

Unto Jehovah, he full fbon rppJyU 
And heard me from his holy.moiint- 
I lay and'flept, I wakM again> 
For my fuftain 
Was the Lord. Of many miiiioni I'j 

The populous rout 
I fear not, though incamping round aUout 
They pitch againft me their pavilions. 
Rife, Lord, fave me my God, for thou 

Haft fmote ere now 20 

On the cheek bone all my foes. 
Of men abhorr'd 
Haft broke the teeth. This help was from Ae Lord ; 
Thy blefling on thy people flovvs. 



PsAL. IV. Aug. 10. 1653. 

ANSWER me when I call, 
God of my righteoufnefs. 
In ftraits and in diftrefs 
Thou didft mc difmthrall 
And fct at large ; now fparc, g 

Now pity me, and hear my earneft pray'r* 
Great ones how long will ye 
My glory have in fcorn, ■ , 

How long be thus forborn '' 

Still to love vanity . lo 

To love, to feek, to prize 

Things falfc and vain, and notWng^lfc but I'm ? 
M a 
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Yet know the Lord hath chbfe, 

Chofe to himfelf apart, 

The good and meek of heart u 

^Por whom to choofe he knows) 

Jehovah from ad high 

Will hear my voice what time to him I cry. 
Be aw'dy and do not fin. 

Speak to yoor hearts alone, 20 

Upon your beds, each one, 

A.^d be at peace within. ^ • - 

Offer the offerings juft 

Of righteoufnefs, and in Jehovah triift. 
Many there be that fay '25 

Who yet will fhow us good ? 
Talking like this world's brood ; 
But, Lord, thus let me pray. 
On us lift up the light 

Lift up the favor of thy count'nance bright. 30 
Into my heart more joy 
And gladncfs thou haft put. 
Than when a year of glut 
Their ftores doth over-cloy. 
And from their plenteous grounds 35 

With vaft increafe their corn and wine abounds. 
In peace at once will I 
.Uoth lay me down and fleep, 
J^'or thou alone doft keep ' 
Me fafe where'er I lie ; 
As in a rocky cell 

Thou Lord alone in fafety mak'ft me dwell. 
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PsAL. V. Aug. 12. 1653. 

JEhovah to my words give car. 
My meditation weigh. 
The voice of my complaining heaf 
My King and God ; for unto thee I pray* 

Jehovah thou my early voice 5 

Shalt in the morning hear, 
I'th* morning I to thee* with choice 
Will rank my pray'rs, and watch till thou appear. 
For thou art not a God that takes 

In wickednefs delight, 10 

Evil with thee no biding makes, - 
Fools or madmen iland not within thy fighU 
AH workers of iniquity 

Thou hat'fl ; and th^m unbleft 
Thou wilt deflroy that fpcak a lye ; I5 

The bloody' and guileful man God doth detcft. 
But I will in thy mercies dear 

Thy numerous mercies go 
Into thy houfe ; I in thy fear 
Will tow'rds thy holy temple worflvip low. 20 

Lord lead me in thy righteoufnefs. 

Lead me becaufe of thofe 
That do obferve if I tranfgrefs, 
Set thy ways right be^e, where my ftep goes. 
For in. his falt'ring mouth unftable 25 

No word is firm or footh. 
Their iniide, troubles miferable ; 
An open grave their thfoat, their tongue they fmootb* 
God, find them guilty, let them fall 

By their own counfels quell'd ; 30 

Pulh them in their rebellions all 
Still on J for againft thee they have rebell'd. ' , 
M 3 
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TbcB all who craft in dice (hall bring 
Their joy, while thou from blame 
Defend*! them, they fhall ever fing 3^5 

And fhall triumph in thee, who lore thy name 
For thon Jehovah wilt be fbond 

To blefs the joft nan ftill» 
As with a ihield thon wilt fnrroand 
Him with thy lading hr or and good wilL ^ 



PsAL. VL Aug. 13. 1653. 

LO R D in thine anger do not reprehend me^ 
Nor in thy hot difpleafore me corred ; 
Pity me. Lord, for I am mach dejed. 

And very weak and faint ; heal and amend me : 

For all my bones, that er'n with anguifii ake» . 5 
Are troobled, yea my foal is troabled fore. 
And thoa, O Lord, how long ? torn Lord, reftore 

My foul, O fave me for thy goodnefs fake : 

For in death no remembrance is of thee ; 

Who in the grave can celebrate thy praife ? ro 

Wearied I am with Bghing ont my days> 

Nightly my couch I make a kind of iea ; 

My bed I water with my tears ; mine eye 

Through grief confumes, is waxen c^d and dark 
Fth' midil of all mine enemies that mark. 15 

Depart all ye that work iniquity. 

Depart from mc, for the voice of my weeping 

The Lord hath heard, the Lord hath heard my pray 'r. 

My fapplication with accepunce fair 

The Lord will own, and have me in his keeping. 30 

Mine enemies (hall all be blank and dalh'd 

With much confofion ; then grown red with ihame> 
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They fhall return in haHc the way they came, ' 
And in a moment fhall be quite abafh'd. 



PsAL. VII. Aug. 14. 1653. 

Upon the words of Chufli the Benjamite againft 
him. 

LO R D my God to thee I fly. 
Save me and fecure me under 
Thy protefiion while I cry, 
Ljcft as a lion (and no wonder) 
He hade to tear my foul afunder S 

Tearing and no refcue nigh. 

Lord my God if I have thought 

Or done this, if wickednefs 

Be in my hands, if I have wrought 

111 to him that meant me peace ic 

Or to him have render'd lefs. 

And npt freed my foe for nought ; 

Let th* enemy purfue my foul 

And overtake it, let him tread 

My life down to the earth, and roll 15 

in the duft my glory dead. 

In the duft and there out-fpread 

Lodge it with diihonour foul. 

Rife Jehovah in thine ire, 

Roufe thyfelf amidft the rage 2m 

Of my foes that urge like ^re ; 

And wake for me, their fury* aflbage : 

M 4^ 



mS poems cQiCTcni occasions. 
'li^sKSBK hat fimm, dl^U ^'t^'S^ 



Ali: f«o^Ec fico tic ^Cald'i fc«ci^:!OB. 50 

J sice EST, Lord J hr jzi^c ia :fc» 

Ac coruirg to IT V njhteej'oc;"*, 

Ac'i lae ifi^oc^cce fbLidt is 

UpoD me: caaic at leogtkto ccafe 

Of evil men tlie wickcdocG 5j 

Afid tLeir pow^r that do aaufi. 

Eat the joft eftablifh faft. 

Since thoo art the jail God diat tries 

Hearts and reins. On God is caft 

ibiy defenfcy and in him lies, '0 

In him who both jaft and wife 

Saves the npright of heart at laft. 

Gcd is a juft judge and feverc. 

And God is every day ofiended ; 

If the anjnft will not forbear, 45 

His rwt)rd he whets, his bow hath bended 

Already, and for him intended 

The tools of death, that waits him near. 

{His arrows porpofely made he 

for them that perfecute.) Behold 5^ 

He travels big with vanity. 

Trouble he hath conceived of old 
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As in a womb, and /rom that inol4 
Hath at length brought forth a lie. 

He digg'd a pit, and delv'd it deep, 55 

And fell into the pit he made ; 

His mifchief that due courfe doth keep. 

Turns on his head, and his ill trade 

Of violence will undelay'd 

Fall on his crown with rain fteep. 60 

Then will I Jehovah's praife 
According to his juflice raife. 
And fing the Name and Deity 
Of Jehovah the moft high. 



PsAL. VIII. Aug, 14. 1653. 

O Jehovah our Lord, how wondrous great 
And glorious is thy name through all the earth ! 
So as above the Heav'ns thy praife to fet 
, Oat of the tender mouths of lateft birth. 

Out of the mouths of babes and fucklings thou 5 
Haft founded ftrength becaufe of all thy foes. 

To ftint th' enemy, and flack the* avenger's brow. 
That bends his rage thy providence to' oppofe. 

"When I behold thy Heav'ns, thy finger's art. 

The moon and ftars which thou fo bright haft fet 10 

In the pure firmament, then faith my heart, 
O what is man that thou remembreft yet. 

And think'ft upon him ; or of man begot. 
That him thou vifit'ft, and of him art found ? 
Ms 
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Scarce to be lefs than Gods^ thoa mad'ft his lot, L^ 
With honour and with date thoa haft him crown'd, 

O^er the works of thy hand thoa mad'ft him Lord, 
Thou haft put all under his lordly feet. 

All flocks, and herds, by thy commanding word. 
All beafts that in the field or foreft meet, 2* 

Fowl of the Heav'ns, and fifti that throngh the wet 
Sea paths in ftioals do Aide, and know no dearth 

O Jehovah our Lord, how wondrous great 

And glorioos is thy name through all the earth \ 



April, 1648. J. M. 

Nine of the Pfalms done into meter, wherein all, 
but what is diflinguifli'd by inverted comma^s, 
are the very words of the text tranflated from 
the original. 

Fjal. LXXX. 

1 T^HOU Shepherd that doft Ifrael * keep* 

X Give ear * in time of need,* 
Who leadeft like a flock of flieep 

* Thy loved' Jofeph's feed. 

That fuft between the Cherubs * bright,* J 

* Between their wings out-fpread,' 

Shine forth, • and from thy cloud give light,' 

* And on our foes thy dread/ 

2 In Ephraim's view and Benjamin's, 

And in ManafTe's fight, le 

Awake * thy ftrength, come, and ' be fecn* 

* To' fave us * by thy might.* 

• Gncrcra. 
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3 Turn Bs again, ' thy grace divine* 

* To us' O God * vottchfafe -/ 

Caufe thou thy face on us to fhine, i S 

And then we (hall be fafe. 

4 Lord God of Hofts^ how long wilt thou^ 
How long wilt thou declare 

Thy * fmoking wrath, * and angry brow* 

Againft thy people's prayer ! 20- 

5 Thou feed'ft them with the bread of tears. 
Their bread with tears they eal. 

And mak'ft them f largely drink the tears 

* Wherewith their cheeks are wet.' 

6 A flrife thou mak'ft us * and a prey* 25. 
To every neighbour foe. 

Among themfelves they $ laugh, they % P^^y> 
And X flouts at us they throw. 

7 Return us, * aiid thy grace divine* 

O God of Hofts * vouchfafe,* 30 

Caufe thou thy face on us to fhine. 

And then we (hall be fafe. 
2 A vine from Egypt thou haft brought, 

* Thy free love made it thine,' 

And drov'ft out nations, * proud and aught,' 35 

To plant this * lovely* Vine. 

9 Thou did ft prepare for it a place. 
And root it deep and faft. 

That it * began to grow apace,' 

* And' (iU'd the land * at laft.' 40 

10 With her * green* (hade that cover'd ' all,' . 
The hills were • Qver-fpread,' 

Her boughs as * high as' cedars tall 

* Advanc'd their lofty head.* 

1 1 Her branches * on the weftern fide' 45 
Down to the fea (he fcii^, '. 

* Gna(hanta. f Shalifb, i, \vl^vg5L^ 
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And * upward' to that river * wide* 
Her other branches * went.' 

12 Why haft thou laid her hedges low. 

And broken down her fence, 50 

That all may pluck her, as (hey go, 

* With rudeft violence ?' 

1 3 The * tufked' boar out of the wood 
Up turns it by the roots. 

Wild beafts there brouze, and make their food 55 

• Her grapes and tender fhoots.* 

14 Return now, GodofHofts, look down 
From Heav*n, thy feat divine. 

Behold • us, but without a frown,' 

And vifit this * thy' vine. 60 

15 Vifit this vine, which thy right hand 
Hath fet, and planted * long,' 

And the young branch, that for thyfelf 
Thou hail made firm and ftrong* 

16 But now it is confum'd with fire» 6j 
And cut * with axes' down. 

They perifh at thy dreadful ire. 
At thy rebuke and frown. 

17 Upon the man of thy right hsni 

Let thy * good' hand be * laid,' 70 

Upon the fon of man, whom thou 

Strong for thyfelf haft made. 
iS So ftiall we not go back from thee 

* To ways of fin and fhame,' 
Quicken us thou, then ' gladly' we 75 

Shall call upon thy name.' 
19 Return us, • and thy grace divine* 

Lord God of Hofts * vouchfafe,' 
Caufe thou thy .face on us to fliine, , 

-. And then we fliall be fafc. So 
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PSAL. LXXXI. 

1 npO God our llrcngtK fing loud, • and clear,* 

JL Sing loud to God * our King/ 
To Jacob's God, * that all may hear,* 
Loud acclamations ring. 

2 Prepare a hymn, prepare a fong, 5 
The timbrel hither bring. 

The * chearful' pfaltery bring along. 
And harp * with* pleafant • firing.' 

3 Blow, * as is wont,' in the new moon 

With trumpets * lofty found,* le 

Th' appointed time, the day whereon 
Our folemn feaft • comes round.' 

4 This was a ftatute ' giv'n of old. 
For Ifrael • to obferve,' 

A law of Jacob's God, * to hold,' 15 

* From whence they might not fwerye.* 

5 This he a tedimony ordain'd 
In Jofeph ' not to change,* 

When as he pafs'd through Egypt land ; 

The tongue I heard was ftr£».ige. 20 

6 Fxom burden, * and from flavilh toil* 
I fet his ihoulder free : 

His hands from pots, * and miry foil,* 
Deliver'd were ' by me.' 

7 When trouble did thee fore aflail, 25 

* On me then* didft thou call, 
And I to free thee * did not fail,* 

* And led thee out of thrall/ 

I anfjver'd thee in * thunder deep 

With clouds incompafs'd round ; 30 

* Be Sether ragnaou 
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I try'd tbee at the water ' fieep' 

Of Meriba • renown'd.' 

8 Hear» O my People, * hearken well,** 
I teftify to thee, 

« Thou ancient ftock of iTrael, 35 

If thoo wilt lift to me, 

9 Throughoat the land of thy abode 
No alien God (hall be. 

Nor (halt thou to a foreign God 

In honor bend thy knee. 40 

10 I am the Lord thy God which brought 
Thee out of Egypt land j 

Aik large enough, and I, * befought,' 
Will grant thy full demand. 

I I And yet my people would not * hear,' 4J 

* Nor* hearken to my vcdce ; 
And Ifrael, * whom I lovM fo dear,' 

'Miflik'd me for his choice. 

12 Then did I leave them to their will. 

And to their wand'ring mind ; 50 

Their own conceits they follow'd ftill. 
Their own devices blind. 

13 O that my people would * be wife,' 

* To' ferve me, * all their days,' 

And O that Ifrael would * advife' 55 

* To' walk my * righteous' ways. 

14 Then would I foon bring down their foes, 
' That now fo proudly rife,' 

And turn my hand againft * all thofe' 

* That are* their enemies. £0 

15 Who hate the Lord Ihould * then be faia* 

* To* bow to him and bend, 

But * they, his people, fhould remain,' 
Their time (hould have no end. 
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16 And he would feed them * fimn Uie fhotk' 65 

With flow'r of fineft wheat. 
And fatisfy them from the rock 

With honey * for their meat.* 



PsAL. Lxxxir. 

if^ OD in the * great * affembly ftand» 

Vjr • Of kings and lordly ftates,* 
t Among the Gods, f on both his hand» 
He judges and debates. 

2 How long will ye % p«nrert the right 5 
\yith } judgment falfe and wrong. 

Favoring the wicked, * hy yoor might/ 

• Who thence grow bold and flrong ?* 

3 II Regard the j] weak and fatherlef^, 

\\ Difpatch the poor || man's caufe, 10 

And § raife the man in deep diflrefs 
l^y § juft and equal Uws. 

4 Defend the poor and defolate. 
And refcue from the hands 

Of wicked men the low eftate f 5 

Of him * that help demands.* 

5 They know not, nor will underhand. 
In darknefs they walk on, 

The earth's foundations all are + mov'd^ 

And § out of order gone. 20 

6 I faid that ye were Gods, yea all 
The fons of God moft high ; 

7 But ye (hall 6it like men and fsJI 
As other princes * die.' . 

♦ Bagnadath-eL f Bekerer. t Tifhphctu giULveL 

[| Shiphta-dal. § Hatzdikvu \ \\mxs^XNu 
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8 Rife God, * jt^lge thou the eartk * in might,' 

This « wicked' ' earth' rcdrcfs. 
For thou art he who ihalt by right 

The nations all pofiefs. 



PsAL. LXXXIIL 

1 T> E not thou filcnt * now at length,' 
JD O God hold not thy peace. 

Sit thou not ftill O God of * ftrength,' 

• We cry, and do not ceafe.' 

2 For lo thy * furious' foes • now' f fwell, 5 
« And t ftorm ontrageoufly. 

And they that hate thee ' proud and fell' 
Exalt their heads full high. 

3 Again ft thy people they J contrive 

II Their plots and counfels deep, 10 

§ Them to infnarc they chiefly ftrive, 
4- Whom thou doft hide and keep. 

4 Come let us cut them off, fay they. 
Till they no nation be, 

■That Ifrael's name for ever may 15 

Be loft in memory. 

5 For they confult ** with all their might. 
And all as one in mind 

Themfelves againft thee they unite. 

And in firm union bind. 20 

6 The tents of Edom, and the brood 
Of • fcornfuP Ifhmael, 

Moab, with them of Hagar's blood, 

• That in the defert dwell,' 

• Shiphta. t Jehemaiun. t Jagnarimu. || Sod. 
§ Jii thjagnatfu gnal. 4 Tfcphuneca. ** Lev jachdau. 
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7 Gebal and Ammon * there coafpire,' 25 

And * hateful' Amalec, 
The Philiftins, and they of Tyre, 

* Whofe bounds the Sea doth check, 
S With them * great* A(hur alfo bands 

* And doth confirpi the knot : 30 

* All thefe have lent their armed hands' 

To aid the fons of Lot, 
9 Do to them as to Midian * bold,* 

* That wafted all the coaft,' 

To Sifera, and as • is told* 35 

* Thou didft to Jabin's * hoft,* 

* When* at the brook of Kifhon * old* 

< They were rcpulsM and flain,* ' 

10 At Endor quite cut of, and roll'd, 

As dung upon the plain. 40 

1 1 As Zeb and Oreb evil fped. 
So let their princes fpeed. 

As Zeba, and Zalmunna * bled,* 

So let their princes • bleed.' / 

12 * For they amidft their pride* hav^ faid, 45 
By right now (hall we feife 

God's houfes, ' and will now invade* 

* Their ftately palaces. 

13 My God, oh make them as a wheel* 

* No quiet let them find,* 50 
Giddy and * reftlefs' let « them reel* 

Like ftubble from the wind. 

14 As * when* an * aged* wood takes fire 

* Which on a fudden ftrays,* 

The * greedy' flame runs higher and higher ^ 

' Till all the mountains blaze,' 

• Ncoth Elohim bears both* 
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15 So with thy whirlwind them purfue. 
And with thy tempeft chafe ; 

16 •And till they • yield the honor doe; 
Lord fill with fliame their face. 

17 Aftiam'd, and troubled let them be. 
Troubled, and fhamM for ever. 

Ever confounded, and (b die 

With fhame, * and fcape it never,* 

18 Then (hall they know that thou whofe name 8 
Jehovah is alone. 

Art the moft high, « and thou the fame* 
O'er all the earth * art one/ 



PsAL. LXXXIV. 

iTTOW lovely arc thy dwellings fair! 
Xx OLordofHofts, how dear 
The * pleafant' tabernacles are, 

* Where thou doft dwell fo near ! 
t My foul doth long and almoU die 

Thy courts O Lord to fee. 
My heart and flefh aloud do cry^ 

O living God, for thee. 
^ There ev'n the fparrow « freed from wrong* 

Hath found a houfe of * rell,* 
The fwallow there, to lay her young 

Hath built her * brooding' neft, 
Rv'n by thy altars. Lord of Hofts, 

* They find their fafe abode,' 

• And home they jly froijfi round the coaHs* 

* Toward thee,' my King, my God. 

• They feek thy Name, Heb* 
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. Happy, who in thy houfe refide. 
Where thee they ever praife, 
Happy, whofe ftrength in thee doth bide. 
And in their hearts thy ways. 20 

') They pafs through Baca's * thirfty' vale, 
* That dry and barren ground,* 

As through a fruitful watry dale 
Where fprings and IhowVs abound. 

V They journey on from ftrcngth to ftrength 25 

' * With joy and gladfome chcar,* 

» Tiir all before * our' God • at length* 

^ In Sion do appear. 

fc'Lord God of Hofts hear • now* my prajrerf 

O Jacob's God give car, 3a - 

9 Thou God our fhield look on the face r' 
Of thy anointed * dear.' 

10 For one day in thy courts * to b^* 

' Is better, * and more Wei!/ v 

Than • in the joys of vanity* 35* 

A thottfand days * it beft;* 

I in the temple of my God 

Had rather keep a ddor. 
Than dwell in tents, * and rich abode,* 

With fin, * for evermore.* 40 

I I For God the Lord both fun, and ihield 
J Gives grace and glory * bright,* 

No good from them fhall be withheld 

Who(e ways arii juft and right. 
12 Lord * God* of Hofts < that reign*ft on high,* 45 

That man is * tnuly* Weft. 
Who « only* on thee doth rely,^ 

And in thee only reft« 
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PsAL. LXXXV. 

1 np* H Y land to fzrour gndoaHj 

X Thoa hi& not Lord been ilack» 
The a h^fi frcm ' hard* captivity 
Rftarced Jacob back* 

2 Th* iciquity then didd fbrgjire j 
■ Thar wrooght' thy people woe. 

And all their un, ' that did thee grieve/ 
Hai! hid ' where none (hall know.' 

3 Thine anger all thou hadA remoT'd, 

And * calmly didfl retarn 10 

From thy * fierce wrath which we hid pnyvVl 
Far worfe than fire to bam. 

4 God of oar faving health and peace^ 
Torn as, and as reftore. 

Thine indignation caaie to oetfe t{ 

Toward as, * and chide no more.^ 

5 Wilt thoa be angry without end. 
For ever angry thus. 

Wilt thou thy frowning ire extend 

From age to age on as ? XO 

6 Wilt thou not f turn, and « hear our voice,* 
And us again f revive, 

Tha^ fo thy people may rejoice 
By thee prcfcrv'd alive. 

7 Caufe us to fee thy goodnefs. Lord, 25 
To us thy mercy (hew. 

Thy faving health to us afFbrd, 

* And life in us renew.* 

• Heb. * The burning heat of thy wrath/ 
t Heb. * turn to quicken us/ 
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8 ^ And now' what God the Lord will fpeak^ 

I will ' go ftrait and' hear to 

For to his people he fpeaks peace* 

And to his faints ' fall dear,' 
To his dear faints he will (peak peace* 

But let them never viore 
Return to folly, * but furceafe . ig 

* To trefpafs as before.' 

9 Surely to fuch as do him fear 
Salvation is at hand. 

And glory Ihall * ere long appear* 

* To' dwell within our land. 4^ 
-lo Mercy and truth * that long weic mifs'd* .' 

Now * joyfully* are met' 
« Sweet' peace and righteoufnefs have kifs'd, 

* And hand in hand are fet.' 

1 1 Truth from the earth, * like to a flow'r,* * 4^ 

Shall bud and bloflbm ' then,' 
And Juilice from her heiv'nly bow'r 

Look down * on mortal men.' 
J 2 The Lord will alfo then bellow 

Whatever thing is good, jO 

Our land (hall forth in plenty throw 

Her froots * to be our food.' 
13 Before him righteoufnefs fhall go 

* His royal harbinger,' 

Then * will he come, and not be flow, ^^ 

His footlleps cannot err. 

* Hcb. * He will fet his fteps to the way.* 
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PsAL. LXXXVI. 

I T^H Y * gracious* car, O Lord, i^€liIle, 

JL O hear me, I thcie pray,* 
For I am poor; and almbft pine ' ^ 

Wick need, ' and fad decay/ 
e-Prcfcrvc my foul, for I * have trod 5 

Thy ways and love the juft. 
Save thou thy fervant, O my God, 

Who • ftill* in tliec doth truft, 
3 Pity me. Lord, for daily thee 
■ I call ; 4. O make rejoice 10 

Thy fervant*s foul ; for Lord to thee . . 

I lift my foul * and voice.* 

5 For thou nrt good, thou Lord art prone 
To pardon, thou to all 

Art full of mercy, thou * alone' i j 

To them that on thee call. 

6 Unto my fupplication, Lord» 
Give ear, and to the cry 

Of my * inceflant' prayVs afford 

Thy hearing gracioufly. tQ 

7* I in the day of my diftrefs 

Will call on thee ' for aid ;* 
For thou wilt * grant' me ' free accefs,' 

* And' anfwer * what J[ pray'd.* 

% Like thee among the Gods is none, 25 

O Lord, nor any works 
• Of all that other Gods have done' 

Like to thy * glorious' works. 

* Heb. * I am good, loving, a doer of good and 
koly things. 



40 
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9 The nations all whom thou haft made ' ^ 

Shall come, ' and all ihall frame' j^ 

To bow them low before thee. Lord, 
And glorify thy name. 

10 For great thou art, and wonders great 
By thy ftrong Land are done, 

~Thou * in thy everlafting feat* jr 

Remained God alone. 

1 1 Teach me, O Lord, thy way < moH right,* 
I in thy truth will bide. 

To fear thy name my heart unite, 
< So (hall it never Aide.* 

12 Thee will I praife, O Lord miy God, 

* Thee honor and adore' 

With my whole heart, and blaze abroad 
Thy name for evermore, 

1 3 For great thy mercy is tow'rd me, ±^ 
And thou haft freed my foul, 

Ev'n from the loweft Hell fet free, ' 

* From deepeft darkncfs foul' 

1 4 O God the proud againft me rife. 

And violent men are met j^O 

To feek my life, and in their eyes ; 

No fear of thee have fet. 

15 But thou. Lord, art the God moft mildy 
Readicft thy grace to. flie^. 

Slow to be angry, and * art ftil'd' j^j 

Moft merciful, moft true. 

16 O turn to me * thy face at length,^ 
And me have mercy on. 

Unto thy fervant give thy ftrength. 

And fave thy handmaid's fon. 6a 

i 7 Some fign of good to me afford. 

And let my foes * then' fee. 
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Ar.i be afLia'd* becufc thoa Lord 
Dei help and OMafbrc me. 



PsAU Lxxxvn. 

1 A M O K G the holj atoantauu < high' 
X^ Is his foondadon faft, 

* There feaced u his tandaanr/ 

* His temple there is plac'd.' 

2 Sion*s * fair* gates the Lord lores more j 
Than all the dwellings ' ^r' 

Of Jacob's * land, though there be llore,* 

* And all within his care.* 

3 City of God, moft glorious things 

Of thee ' abroad' are fpoke ; lo 

4 I mention Egypt, ' where prood kings* 

* Did onr forefathers jroke.' 
X mention Babel to my Mends, 

Philiftia 'fnlloffcom,' 
And Tyre with Ethiops * atmoft ends/ i j 

Lo this man there was bom : 

5 But ' twice that praiie (ball in our ear* 
BefaidofSion * laft,' 

This and diis man was bom in her. 

High God fhall Bx her faft. 20 

6 The Lord (hall write it in a fcroll 
That ne'er fhall be oat-worn, 

When he the nations doth inroll. 

That this man there was born, 
y Both they who fing, and they who dance, 25 

., V With facred fongs are there,' 

In thee * frefh brooks, and foft ftreams glance^ 

' And' all fny fountains ' clear.' 
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PsAL. LXXXVIIL- 

1 T O R D God that doft me fave and keep, 
X-/ All day to thee 1 cry ; 
And all night long before thee * weep,' 

Before thee * prollrate lie.' 
z Into thy prefence let my pray'r 5 

* With fighs devout afcend,' 
And to my cries, that * ceafelefs are,* 

Thine ear with favor bend. 

3 For cloy'd with woes and trouble fore 
Surcharged my foul doth lie, 10 

My life * at death's unchearful door' 
Unto the grave draws nigh. 

4 Reckon'd I am with them that pafs 
Down to the * difraal' pit, 

I am a * man, but weak alas, 1^ 

And for that name unfit. 

5 From life difcharg'd and parted quite 
Among the dead to * fleep,' 

And like the flain * in bloody fight* 

That in the grave lie * deep.' 2© 

^Whom thou remembereft no more, 
Doft never more regard. 
Them from thy hand deliver'd o'er 

* Death's hideous houfe hath barr'd. 

6- Thou in the loweft pit * profound' 25 

Haft fet me * all forlorn,' 
Where thickeft darknefs * hovers round,' 

In horrid deeps * to mourn.' 
7 Thy wrath, * from which no (belter faves,* 
Full fore doth prefs on me ; 30 

♦ Heb. < A man without manly llrength.* 

N 



J 
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* 1 hou break'ft upon me all thy waves, 

* And all thy waves break me. 

S Thoa doll my friends from me eftrange» 

And mak'il me odious. 
Me :o ih-im odious^ * for they change,' je 

And I here pent up thus. 
9 Through forrow, and afflidion great. 

Mine eye grows dim and dead. 
Lord, all the day I thee intreat. 

My hands to thee I fpread. 

I o Wilt thou do wonders on the dead. 

Shall the deceas'd arife 
Ar.d praife thee * from their loathfome bed' 

* With pale and hollow eyes ?' 

I I Shall they thy loving kindnefs tell ^j 
On whom the grave * hath hold,' 

Or they who in perdition ' dwell,' 
Thy faithfulnefs * unfold ?* 

1 2 In darknefs can thy mighty * hand' 

* Or* wondrous ads be known, co 
Thy juftice in the * gloomy' land 

Of * dark' oblivion ? 

1 3 But I to thee, O Lord, do cry, 

* Ere yet my life be fpent,' 

And * up to thee' my pray'r * doth hie,' ^^ 

Each morn, and thee prevent. 
14. Why wilt thou. Lord, my foul forfake. 

And hide thy face from me, 
15 That am already bruis'd, and f ihake 

With terror fent from thee ? 60 

Bruis'd, and afflidled, and fo * low* 

As ready to expire, 

* The Hcbr. bears both, t Heb. Prse Concuffione, 
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While I thy terrors undergo 
Aftonifh'd with thine ire, 

16 Thy fierce wrath over me doth flow 65 
Thy threatnings cut me through : 

17 All day they found about me go. 
Like waves they me purfue. 

18 Lover and friend thou haft remov'd. 

And fever'd from me far : 70 

They ' fly me now' whom I have lov'd. 
And as in darknefs are. 



A Paraphrafe on Psal. CXIV. 

This and the following Pfalm were done by the 
Author at fifteen years old. 

WH ^ N the bleft feed of Tcrah's faithful fon 
After long toil their liberty had won, 
And part from Pharian fields to Canaan land. 
Led by the ftrength of the Almighty's hand, 
Jehovah's wonders were in Ifrael fliown, 5 

His praife and gl9ry was in Ifrael known. 
That faw the troubled fea, and fhivering fled. 
And fought to hide his froth-becurled head 
Low in the earth ; Jordan's clear ftreams-recoil. 
As a faint hoft that hath receiv'd the foil. 10 

The high, huge-bellied mountains fkip like rams 
Amongft their ewes, the little hills like lambs. 
Why fled the ocean ? And why Ikipt the mountains ? 
Why turned Jordan tow'rd his cryftal fountains ? 
Shake earth, and at the prefence be aghafl: 15 

Of him that ever was, and ay fliall laft, 
That glaflfy floods from rugged rocks can crnfh. 
And make foft rills from fiery flint-lionet guih. 
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PsAL. CXXXVL 

L£ T us with a gladfome mind 
Praifc the Lord, for he is kind. 
For his mercies ay indure. 
Ever faithful, ever fure. 

J^et us blaze his name abroad. 
For of Gods, he is the God ; 
For his &c. 

O let his praifes tell. 
Who doth the wrathful tyrants quell. 
For his &c. 

Who with his miracles doth make 
Amazed Heav'n and Earth to fhake. 
For his Sec. 

Who by his wifdom did create 
The painted Heav'ns fo full of ilate. 
For his &c. 

Who did the folid earth ordain 
To rife above the watry plain. 
For his &c. 

Who by his all-commanding might 
Did fill the new-made world with light. 
For his Sec, 

And caused the golden-treffed fun. 
All the day long his courfe to run. 
For his &c. 
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. The horned moon to fhine by night, 

L Amongft her fpangled fillers bright. 

|.. For his &c. ^^ 

He with his thunder-clafping hand 
Smote the iirft-born of Egypt land. 

For his &c. ' 40 

^ And in defpight of Pharaoh fell. 
He brought from thence his Ifrael. 
For his &c. 

The ruddy waves he cleft in twain 45 

Of the Erythrasan main. 
For his Sec. 

: The floods flood flilMike walls of glafs, 
While the Hebrew bands did pafs, 50 

For his &c. 

But full foon they did devour 

The tawny king with all his power 55 

For his &c. 

His chofen people he did blefs 
In the wafteful wildernefs. 

For his &c. 60 

In bloody battel he brought down 
Kings of prowefs and renown. 
For his &c. 

He foil'd bold Seon and his hofl:, 6| 

That rulM the Amorrean coafl. 
For his &c. 

N3 
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And large-limb'd Og he did fubdue. 
With all his over-hardy crew. 70 

For his Sec, 

And to his fervant Ifrael 

lie gave their land therein to dwell. 

For his &c. 7 5 

He hath with a piteous eye 
Seheld us in our mifery. 

For his Sec. to 

And Freed us from the flavery 
Of the invading enemy. 
For hit Scc» 

All living creatures he doth feed, 9^ 

And with fall hand fupplies their flted. 
For his &c. 

Let us therefore warble forth 

His mighty majefty and worth. fo 

For his &c. 

That his manfion hath on high 
Above the reach of mortal eye. 

For his mercies ay indure, 95 

Ever faithful, ever fqrc. 



JOANNIS MILTONI 
LONDINENSIS 

P O E M A T A. 



Quorum pleraque intra Annum ^tatls Vigefimum 
Confcripfit. 
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HM C quas fequuntur de Aathore teflimonia, ta« 
metii ipfe intelligebat non tarn de fe quara fupra 
fe efle didta, ed quod prjeclaro ingenio viri, nee non 
amici ita fere folent laudare, ut omnia fuis potius virtu- 
tibus, quam veritati congruentia nimis cupide afHngant, 
noluit tamen horum egregiam in fe voluntatem non ^^^ 
notam; cum alii praefertim ut id facerct magnopere 
fuaderent. Dum enim nimiae laudis invidiam totis ab 
fe viribus amolitur, fibique quod plus aequo eft non at- 
tributum ^^^ mavult,judicium interim hominum corda- 
torum atque illuftrium quin fummo fibi honori ducat, 
negare non poteft. 



Joannes Baptifta Manfus, Marcbio Villenfis, Nea- 
politanus, ad Joannem Miltonium Anglum. 



u 



T mens, forma, decor, facies, mos, {\ pietas fic, 
Non Anglus, verum hercle Angelus ipfe fores. 



Ad Joannem Miltonem Anglum triplici poefcos 

laurea coronandum, Gracca nimirum, Latina, 

atque Hetrufca, Epigramma Joannis Salfilli 
Roman!. 

CEDE Meles, cedat depreffa Mincius urna; 
Sebetus TafTum definat ufque loqui; 
At Thamefii^ viftor cundlis ferat altior undas, 
Nam per tc, Milto, par tribus unus erit. 
N 5 
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Ad Joannem Miltonum. 

I^Raecia Masonidom^ jaftet fibi Roma Maroneniy 
Anglia Miltonum jadat otrique parem. 

Selvaggi. 



Al fiignior Gio. MStoni Nobile Inglefe* 

ODE. 

ERGIMI all'EtrabClio 
Perche di ftelle intreccierd corona 
Non pio del Biondo Dio 
La Fronde eterna in Piado^ e in Elicona^ 
Dienfi a merto maggior, maggiori i fregi, 
A' cclefte virtu celefli pregi. 

Non puo del tempo edace 

Rimaner preda, cterno alto valore 

Non puo l*oblio rapace 

Furar dalle memorie eccelfo onore, 

Su Tarco di mia cetra un dardo forte 

Virtii m'adatti, e ferird la morte. 

Del Ocean profondo 

Cinta dagli ampi gorghi Anglia refiede 

Separata dal mondo» 

Pero che il fuo valor Pumana ecccde : 

Quefta feconda sa produrre Eroi, 

Ch' hanno a ragion del ftvruman tra noK 
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Alia virtu fbandita 

Danno ne i petti lor fido ricetto, 

Quella gli e fol gradita, 

Perche in lei fan trovar gioia, e diktto $ 

Ridillo tU) Giovanni, e moflra in tanto 

Con tua vera virti^, vero il mio Canto. 

Lungi dal Patrio lido 

Spbfe Zeufi I'indaftre srdente brama ; 

Ch* udio d'Helena il grido 

Con aurea tromba rimbombar la fama, 

£ per poterla effigiare al paro 

Dalle pi^ belle Idee trafle il piu raro. 

Coil TApe Ingegnofa 

Trae con induHria il fao liquor pregiato 

Dal giglio e dalla rofa, 

£ quanti vaghi fiori ornano il prato ; 

Formano un dolce fuon diverfe Chorde, 

Fan varie voci melodia concorde. 

Di bella gloria amenta 

Milton dal Ciel natio per varie parti 

Le peregrine piante 

Volgefti a ricercar fcienzey cd arti ; 

Del Gallo regnator vedefti'i Regni, 

E deir Italia ahcor gl' Eroi piu degni, 

Fabro quafi divino 

Sol virtu rintracciando il tuo peniiero 

Vide in ogni confino 

Chi di nobil valor caica il fcntiero ; 

L'ottimo dal miglior dopo fcegliea 

Per fabbricar d'ogni virtu Tldea. 
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Quanti nac qucro in Flora 

in lei del parlar Tofco apprefer Parte, 
Ca cui memoria onora 

II mondo fatu eterna in dotte carte, 
Volcfti ricercar per tuo teforo, 
£ parlafti con lor nelP opre loro. 

Neir altera Babelle 

Per te il parlar confufe Giove in van0, 

Che per varie favellc 

Di fe fteiTa trofeo cadde fu'l piano : 

Ch* Ode oltr* all Anglia il fuo piu^egflo Idioma, 

Spagna, Francia, Tofcana, e Grecia e Roma. 

1 piu profondi arcani 

Ch' occulta la natura e in cielo e in terra 
Ch' a Ingegni fovruman! 
Troppo avara tal' hor gli chiude, e ferra, 
Chiaromente conofci, e giungi al fine 
Delia moral virtude al gran confine. 

Non batta il Tempo I'ale, 

Fermiii immoto, e in un fermin il gV anni> 

Che di virtu immortale 

Scorron di troppo ingiuriofi a i danni ; 

Che s'opre degne di Poema o ftoria 

Furon gia, Thai prefenti alia memoria. 

Dammi tua dolce Cetra 

Se vnol ch'io dica del tuo dolce canto, 

Ch' inalzandoti all' Etra 

Di farti huomo celefte otiiene il vanto, 

II Tamigi il dira che gP e conceffo 

Per te fuo cigno parreggiar PcrmefTo. 
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I o che in riva del Arno 

Ten to ipiegar tuo merto aIto> e preclaro 

So che fatico indarno, 

£ ad ammirar, non a lodarlo imparo ; 

Freno dunque la lingua, e afcolto il core 

Che ti prende a lodar con lo ftupore. 

Del fig. Antonio Francini gentilhuomo 

Fiorentinp* 
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JOANNI MILTONI 
LONDINENSI. 

Juveni patria, virtutSbus eximio, 

VIRO qui malta peregrinatione, fiodio cunfla or* 
bis terrarum loca perfpexiti at novns UlyiTes 
omnia ubique ab omnibus apprehenderet : 

Polyglotto, in cujus ore linguae jam deperditae fie re- 
vivifcunt, at idiomata omnia fint in ejus laudibus infa- 
cunda; £t jure ea percallet, ut admirationes et plaufus 
populorum ab propria fapientla excitatos intelligat : 

Illiy cujus animi dotes corporifque fenfus ad admira* 
tionem coromovent, et per ipfam motum cuique aufe- 
runt; cujus opera ad plaufus hortantur, fed * venuflate 
vocem laudatoribus adimunt. 

Cui in memoria totus orbis ; in inte]le£lu fapientia ; 
in voluntate ardor gloriae ; in ore eloquentia ; harmo- 
nicos coeleflium fphxrarum fonitus aflronomia duce au- 
dienti ; charafteres mirabilium natur* per quos Dei 
magnitudo defcribetur magiftra philofophia legenti ; an- 
tiquitatum latebras, vetuftatis excidia, eraditionis am* 
bages^ comite aflidua autorum ledione, 

* vaftitate. Edit. 1645, 



[ ^79 ] 

Exquirentii reftauranti, percnrrenti* 
At car nitor in ardonm ? 

Illi in cujus virthtibus evulgandis ora Famas non (itf. 
ficianty nee liominum fiupor in laudandis fads eft, re- 
verential et amoris ergo hoc ejus meritis debitamadmi- 
rationis tribntnm offisrt Carolus DatutPatricius Florcn** 
tinus, 

Tanto homini icrvus, tantae virtutis amator. 



[28o ] 



E L E I A R U M 

LIBER PRIMUS. 
ELEGIA PRIMA 

Ad CAROLUM DEODATUM. 

TAndem, chare, tax mihi pervenere tabellae, 
Pertalit Sc voces nuncia charta tuas ; 
Pertulit occidaa Devs Ceftreniis ab ora 

Virgivium prono qua petit amne falum. 
Multiim crede juvat terras aluifTe remotas . 5 

Pedus amans nollri, tamque fidele caput, 
Quodque mihi lepidam tell us longinqua fodalem 

Debet, at unde brevi reddere jufTa velit. 
Me tenet urbs reflua quam Thamefis alluit unda, 

Meque nee invitum patria dulcis habct. 10 

Jam nee arundiferum mihi cura revifere Camum, 

Nee dudum vititi me laris angit amor. 
Nuda nee arva placent, umbrafque negantia molles, 

Quam male Phcebicolis convenit ille locus ! 
Nee duri libet ufque minas perferre magiftri 15 

Cxteraque ingenio non fubeunda meo. 
Si fit hoc exilium patrios adiifle penates, 

£t vacuum curis otia grata fequi, 
Non ego vel profugi nomen, fortemve recufo, 

Lactus 8c exilii conditione fruor. 20 
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O utinam vates nunquam graviora tuliffet 

Ille Tomitano flebilis exul agro; 
Non tunc lonio quicquam ceffiflet Homero, 

Neve foret.vifto laus tibi prima Maro. 
Tempora nam licet hie placidis dare libera Mufis, 25 

£t totum rapiunt me mea vita libri. 
Excipit hinc fe/Tum finuoii pompa theatric 

£t vocat ad plaufus garrula fcena fuos. 
Seu catus auditur fenior, fea prodigus haeres. 

Sen procus, aut poiita cailide miles addeft, 30 

Sive decennali fcecundus lite patronus 

Detonat inculto barbara verba foro ; 
Saepe vafer gnato fuccurrit fervus amanti, 

£t nafum rigidi faliit ubique patris ; 
Saepe novos illic virgo mirata calores 35 

Quid fit amor nefcit, dum quoque nefcit, anat. 
Sive cruentatum furiofa Tragoedia fceptrum 

QuaiTat, & efFuiis crinibus ora rotat» 
Et dolet, & fpedo, juvat & fpeftaffe dolendo, 

Interdum Sc lachrymis dulcis amaror inefl: 40 

Seu puer infelix indelibata reliquit 

Gaudia, Sc abrupto fiendu^ amore cadit, 
Seu ferus e tenebris iterat Styga criminis ultor 

Confcia funereo pedlora torrc movens, 
Seu mceret Pelopeia domus, feu nobilis Hi, 45 

' Aut luit inceilos aula Creontis avos. 
Sed neque fub te6lo Temper nee in urbe latemus, 

Irrita nee nobis tempora veris eunt. 
Nos quoque lucus habet vicina confitus ulmo, 

Atque fuburbani nobilis umbra loci. jo 

Ssepius hie blandas fpirantia iidera flammas 

Virgincos videas prseteriifle choros. 
Ah quoties dignac ilupui miracula formae 

Qux pofiit fenium vel reparare Jovis ! 
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Ah quoties vidi fuperantia lamina gemmas, 55 

Atqae faces quotquot volvit uterque poljas ; 
Collaque bis vivi Pelopis quas brachia vincant, 

Quaeque fluit puro nedare tindla via, 
£t decus eximium frontis, tremulofque capillos, 

Aurea quae fallax retia tendit Amor ; 6m 

Pellacefque genas, ad quos hyacinthina fordet 

Purpura, k ipfe tui floris^ Adoni, rubor ! 
Cedite laudatae toties Heroides olim, 

£t quaecunque vagum cepit amica Jovem* 
Cedite Achaemeniae turrita fronte puellae, 6j 

> £t quot Sufa colunty Memnoniamque Ninon. 
Vos etiam Danaas fafces fubmittite Nymphae» 

£t vos Iliacae, Romuleaequ^ nurus. 
Nee Pompeianas Tarpeia Mufa columnas 

Jadet, & Aufoniis plena theatra ftolts. 70 

Gloria Virginibus debet ur prima BritanniSf 

£xtera fat tibi fit fcssmina poiTe fequi. 
Tuque urbs Dardaniis Londinum ftrudla colonis 

Turrigerum late coni'picienda caput, 
Tu nimium Felix intra tua mcenia claudis 75 

Quicquid formofi pendulus orbis habet. 
Non tibi tot coelo fcintillant aflra fereno 

£ndymioneas turba miniftra deae, 
Quot tibi confpicuae formaque auroque paellas 

Per medias radiant turba videnda vias. Bo 

Creditur hue geminis venifTe inveda colombis 

Alma pharetrigero milite cindta Venus, 
Huic Cnidon, Se riguas Simoentis flumine valks, 

Huic Paphon, & rofeam poft habitura Cypron. 
Aft ego, dum pu^ri finit indolgentia casci, SS 

Moenia quam fubitd linquere faufla paro> 
£t vitare procul malefxdae infamia Circes 
Atria, divini Molyos ufas ope. 
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Stat quoque juncofas Cami remeare paludes, 

Atque iterum raucae murmur adire Scholar. 90 

Jnterea lidi parvum cape munus amiciy 
Paucaque in alternos verba coa£ta modos. 



Elegia Secunda, Anno ^tatis 17. - 
In obitum Prseconis Academici /Cantabrigienfis* 

T£, qui confpicuus baculo fulgente folebas 
Palladium toties ore ciere gregem. 
Ultima praeconum prseconem te quoque fasva 

Mors rapity officio nee favet ipfa fuo. 
Candidiora licet fuerint tibi tempora plnmis 5 

Sub quibus accipimas delituilTe Jovem* 
O dignus tamen Haemonio juvenefcere fucco, 

Dignus in ^fonins vivere poiTe dies, 
Dignus quem Stygiis medica revocaret ab undis 

Arte Coronides, fspe rogante dea. i# 

Tu fi jufTus eras acies accire togatas, , 

£t celer a Phcebo nundus ire tuo. 
Talis in Iliaca ftabat Cyllenius aula 

Alipes, aetherea miiTus ab arce Patris. 
Talis &£ary bates ante ora furentis Achillei li 

Rettullt Atridae jufla fevera ducis. 
Magna fepulchrorum regina, fatelles Averni 

Saeva nimis Ma£s, Palladi fsva nimis, 
Quin illos rapias qui pondas inutile terras, 

Turba quidem eft telis ifta petenda tuis. 20 

Veilibus hunc igitnr pulHs Academia luge, 

£t madeant lachrymis nigra feretra tuis 
Fundat & ipfa modos querebunda Elegeia trifies, 

Perfonet & totis naenia moefta fcholis. 
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Elegia Tertia, Anno -Statis 17. " 
In obitum ♦ Praefulis Wintonienfis. 

MCEilus eraniy & tacitus nullo comitante fedebam, 
Hxrebantque animo triftia plura meo, 
Protinas en fubiit funedse cladis imago 

Fecit in Angliaco quam Libitina folo; 
Dum procerum ingreiTa eft fplendentes marmore turres 5 

Dira fepulchrali mors metuenda face ; 
Pulfavitque auro gravidos & jafpide muros. 

Nee metuit fatrapum (lernere falce greges. 
Tunc memini clarique ducis, fratifque verendi 
. Intempeftivis oiTa cremata rogis : xo 

Et memini Heroum quos vidit ad aethera raptos^ 

Flevit & amiiTos Belgia tota duces. 
At te praecipue luxi digniffime Praeful, 

Wintoniseque olim gloria magna tuse ; 
Pelicui fletu, & trifli iic ore querebar, 1 5 

Mors fera Tartareo diva fecunda Jovi 
Nonne fatis quod fylva tuas perfentiat iras, ^ 

£t quod in herbofos jus tibi detur agros> 
Quodque afilata tuo marcefcant lilia tabo, 

Et crocus, & pulchrae Cypridi facra rofa, 20 

Nee finis ut femper fluvio contermina quercus 

Miretur lapfus prsetereuntis aquae ? 
Et tibi fuccumbit liquido quae plurima coelo 

Evehitur pennis quamlibet augur avis, 
Et quae mille nigris errant animalia fylvis, 25 

Et quod alunt mutum Proteos antra pecus* 
Invida, tanti tibi cum fit concefiTa potefias ; 

Quid juvat humana tingere caede man us ? 

* Lancelot Andrews, who died Sept. 21. 1626. 
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Nobileque in pedus certas acuiffe fagittas, 

Semideamque animam fede fugafTe fua? 39 

Talia dum lacrymans alto fub pedlore volvo, 

Rofcidus occiduis Hefperus exit aquis, 
Et Tarteffiaco fubmerferat aequore carrum 

Phoebus, ab eoo lit tore menfus iter. 
Nee mora, membra cavo pofui refovenda cubili, 3 j 

Condiderant oculos noxque foporque meos : 
Cum mihi vifus eram lato fpatiarier agro, 

Heu nequit ingenium vifa refcrre meum. 
Illic punicea radiabant omnia luce, 

Ut matutino cum juga fole rubent. ^0 

Ac veluti cum pandit opes Thaumantia proles, 

Veftitu nituit multicolore folum 
Non dea tam variis ornavit floribus hortos 

Alcinoi, Zephyro Chloris amata levi. 
Flumina vernantes lambnnt argentea campos, 4^ 

Ditior Hefperio flavet arena Tago. 
Serpit odoriferas per opes levis aura Favoni, 

Aura fub innumeris humida nata rofis. 
Talis in extremis terrae Gangetidis oris 

Luciferi regis fingitur effe domus. jo 

Ipfe racimiferis dum denfas vitibus umbras 

Et pellucentes miror ubique locos, 
Ecce mihi fubito Praeful Wintonius aftat, 

Sidereum nitido fulfit in ore jubar ; 
Veflis ad auratos defluxit Candida talos, ^ ^ 

Infula divinum cinxerat alba caput, 
Dumque fenex tali incedit venerandus amIflUf 

Intremuit lato florea terra fono. 
Agmina gemmatis plaudunt coeleftia pennis, 

Pura triumphali perfonat aethra tuba. 60 

Quifque novum amplexu comitem cantuque falutat, 

Hofque aliquis placido mifit ab ore fonos ; 
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Nate veni, Sc patrii Mix cape gaadia regni. 
Semper ab kinc duro, nate, labore vaca. 

Dixit, ic aligerae tetigenint nablia turmse, 65 

At mihi cum tenebris aurea pa1(a qoies. 

Flebam turbatos Cephaleia pellice fomnosy 
Talia contingant fomnia facpe mihi. 



Elegia Quarta, Anno ^tatis i8« 

Ad Thomam Junium praeceptorem fuum, apud 
mercatores Anglicos Hamburgae agentes, Paf- 
toris munere fungentem. 

CUrre per immenfam fubit6 mea littera pontum, 
I, pete Teutonicos laeve per aequor agros ; 
Segnes rumpe moras, Sc nil, precor, obflet eunti, 

£t feftinantis nil remoretur iter. 
IpTe ego Sicanio frsenantem carcere ventos 5 

^olon, 8c virides folHcitabo Deos, 
Caeruleamque fuis comitatam Dorida Nymphis, 

Ut tibi dent placidam per fua regna viam. 
At tu, (t poteris, celeres tibi fume jugales, 

Veda quibus Colchis fugit ab ore viri ; 10 

Aat .quels Triptolemus Scythicas devenit in oras 

Gratus Eleufina miffus ab urbe puer. 
Atque ubi Germanas flavere videbis arenas 

Ditis ad Hamburgae moenia flefle gradum, 
Dicitur occifo quae ducere nomen ab Hama, i j 

Cimbrica quern fertur clava dedifle neci. 
Vivit ibi antiquae clarus pietatis honore 

Praeful Chrillicolas pafcere dodlus oves ; 
Ille quidem eft animre plufquam pars altera noftra?, 

Dimidio vitx vivere cogor ego. 20 
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Hei mihi quotpdagi, quot montes Interjedli 

Me faciunt alia parte carere mei ! 
Charior ille mihi quam tu dod^iiUme Graium 

Cliniadi, pronepos qui Telamonis erat ; 
Quamque Stagirites generofo magnus alomno, 25 

Quem peperit Lybico Chaonis alma jovi^ 
Qualis Amyntoridesy qualis Philyreius Heros 

Myrmidonum regi, talis & ille mihi. 
Primus ego Aonios illo prseeunte recelTus 

Laftrabam, & bifidi facra vireta jugi, ^q 

Pieriofque hauii latices, Clioque favente, 

Caflalio fparii laeta ter ora mero. 
Flammeus at fignum ter viderat arietis ^thon, 

Induxitque auro lanea terga novo, 
Bifque novo terram fpariifti Chlori fenilem j^ 

Gramine, bifque tuas abftulit Aufler opes : 
Necdum ejus licuit mihi lumina pafcere vultu^ « 

Aut linguae dulces aure bibifTe fonos. 
Vade igitur, curfuque Eurum praeverte fonorum, 

Quam fit opus monitis res docet, ipfa vides. 40 
Invenies dulci cum cpnjuge forte fedentem, 

Mulcentem gremio pignora chara fuo, 
Forfitan aut veterum praelarga volumina patrum 

Verfantem, aut veri biblia facra Dei, 
Caelcftive animas faturantem rore tenellas, 45 

Grande falutiferae religionis opus. 
Utque folet, multam fit dicere cura falutem, 

Dicere quam decuit, fi modo adeflet, herum. 
Haec quoque paulum oculos in humum defixa modeflos 
Verba verecundo fis memor ore loqui : ^o 

Ha:c tibi, fi tencris vacat inter pra;lia Mufis, 

Mittit ab Angliaco littorc fi.'a manus. 
Accipe finceram, quamvis fit fera, falutera ; 
Fiat Sc hoc ipfo gralior ilia tibi. 
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Sera quidem, fed vera fuit, quam ca^ recepit 5J 

Icaris a lento Penelopeia viro. 
Aft ego quid volui manifeftum tollere crimen* 

Ipfe quod ex omni parte levare nequit ? 
Arguitur Urdus meritd, noxamque fatetur, 

£t pudet ofHcium deferuiiTe fuum» 60 

Ttt mod6 da veniam fafTo, veniamque roganti, 

Crimina diminui, quae patuere, folent. 
Non ferus in pavidos ridius diducit hiantes, 

Vulnifico pronos nee rapit ungue leo. 
Saspe fariffiferi crudelia pedora Thracis 65 

Supplicis ad mceftas delicuere preces. 
Extenfsque manus avertunt fulminis idns* 

Placat & iratos hoftia parva Deos. 
Jamque diu fcripfiffe tibi fuit impetus illi. 

Neve moras ultra duccre pafTus Amor. 79 

Nam vaga Fama refert, heu nuntia vera malorum ! 

In tibi iinitimis bella tumere locis, 
Teque tuamque urbem truculento milite cingi, 

£t jam Saxonicos arma paraiTe duces. 
Te circum late campos populatur Enyo, 75 

Et fata came viriim jam cruor arva rigat ; 
Germanifque fuum concefiit Thracia Martem^ 

Illuc Odryfios Mars pater egit equos ; 
Perpetuoque comans jam deflorefcit oliva, 

Fugit & aerifonam Diva perofa tubam. go 

Fugit io terris, & jam non ultima virgo 

Ceditur ad fuperas jufla volafTe domos. 
Te tamen interea belli circumfonat horror, 

Vivis & ignoto folus inopfque folo ; 
' Et, tibi quam patrii non exhibuerc penates, 85 

Sede peregrin a quaeris egenus opem. 
Patria dura parens, & faxis fz^vior albis 

Spumea qus pulfat littoris unda tui. 
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Siccine te decet innocuos exponere foetus, 

Siccine in extemam ferrea cogis humum, 50 

£t finis ut terris qaxrant alimenta rexnods 

Quos tibi profpiciens miferat ipfe Deus, 
£t qui laeta ferunt de coelo nuntia, quique 

Quae via poft cineres ducat ad aflra, decent ? 
Digna quidem Stygiis quae vivas claufa tcnebris, 95 

iEternaque animae digna perire fame ! 
Haud aliter vates terrae Thelbitidis olim 

Preflit inaflueto devia tefqua pcde, 
Defertafque Arabum falebras, dum regis Achabi 

EfFugit atquei tuas, Sidoni dira, manus* ico 

Talis Sc horrifono laceratus membra flagello, 

Paulus ab ^mathia pellitur urbe CilLx. 
Pifcofaeque ipfum.G erg eiFa} civjs le/um 

Finibus ingratus juflit abire fnis. 
At tu fume animos, nee /pes cadat an.xia curls, 105 

Nee tua concutiat dcrcolor olla rutus. 
Sis etenim quamvis fulgentibus oblluis armi?, 

Intententque tibi milia tela neceni, 
At nullis vel incrme latus violabitur armis, 

Deque tuo cufpis nulla cruore bibet. 1 10 

Namque eris ipfe Dei radiante fub segide tutus, 

Jlle tibi cuftos, & pugil iHe tibi ; 
Ille Sionaese qui tot Tub mcenibus arcis 

Affyrios fudit nodle filcnte viros ; 
Inque fugartl vertit quos in Samaritidas oras 115 

Mi fit ab antiquis prifca Damafcus agris, 
Terruit & denfas pavido cum rege cohortes. 

Acre dum vacuo buccina clara fonat. 
Cornea pulvereum dum verberat ungula campum, 

Currus arenofam dum quatit a6lus humum, I2« 

Auditurque hinnitus equorum ad bella ruentum, 

Et llrepitus ferri, mHrmuraque alta viriim, 
O 



«90 POEMS on fevcral OCCASIONS. 

£t ta (qttod fupereft miferis) fperare memento, 
£t tua magnanimo pedlore vince mala ; 

Nee dubites qaandoque frui melioribos annis, 125 
Acque iteram patrios poiTe videre lares. 



E L E G I A Q.U I N T A, Anno ^tatts 20. 
In adventum vcris. 

IN fe perpetuo Tempos revolubile gyro 
Jam revocat Zephyros vere tepente novos ; 
Induiturque brevem Tellus reparata juventam, 

Jamque foluta gelu duke virefcit humus. 
Fallor ? an & nobis redeunt in carmina vires, * r 

Ingeniumque mihi munere veris adeft ? 
Muncre verus adcfl, iterumque vigefcit ab illo 

(Quis putet) atque aliquod jam fibi pofcit opus. 
Caftalis ante oculos, bifiduroque cacumen oberrat, 

Et mihi Pyrenen fomnia node ferunt ; 10 

Concitaqae arcano fervent mihi pedora motu, 

Et furor, & fonitus me facer intus agit. 
Delius ipfe venit, video Peneide lauro 

Implicitos crines, Delias ipfe venit. 
}am mihi mens liquidi raptatur in ardua coeli, 1^ 

Perquc vagas nubes corpore liber eo ; 
Perque umbras, perque antra feror penetralia vatum, 

Et mihi fan a patent interiora Deum ; 
Intuiturque animus toto quid agatur Olympo, 

Nee fugiunl oculos Tartara caeca meos. 20 

Quid tam grande fonat diftento fpiritus ore ? 

Quid parit haec rabies, quid facer ifte furor ? 
Ver mihi, quod dedit ingenium, cautabitur iMo ; 

Frofuerint iilo reddita dona mpdo. 
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Jam Philomela tuos foliis adoperta novel lis 25 

InfHtuis modulos, dum filet omne nemus : 
Urbe egOy tu fylva iimul incipiamus utrique, 

£c fimul adventum veris aterqae canat. 
Veris io rediere vices, celebremus honores 

Veris, & hoc fubeat Mufa * perennw opus. 30 

Jam fol -^thiopas fugiens Tithoniaque arva, 

Fiedit ad Ardoas aurea lora plagas. 
Eft breve no6lis iter, brevis eft mora noflis opacae, 

Horrida cum tenebris exulat ilia fuis. 
Jamque Lycaonius plauftrum ccelefte Bootes 35 

Non longa fequitur fcffas at ante via ; 
Nunc etiam folitas circum Jevis atria toto 

Excubias agicant fidera rara polo. 
Nam dolus, & cxdes, & vis cum nofte receftit. 

Neve Giganteum Dii timuere fcelus. 40 

Forte aliquis fcopuli recubans in vertice paftor, 

Rofcida cum primo fole rubefcit humus, 
Hac, qit, hac certe caruifti no£le puclla 

Phcebe tua, celeres quae retineret equos. 
Lseta fuas repctit fylvas, pharetramque refumit ^15 

Cynthia, Luciferas ut videt aha rotas, 
Ec tenues ponens radios gaudere videtur 

OfHcium fieri tarn breve fratris ope. 
Defere, Phoebus ait, thalamos Aurora fenilcs. 

Quid juvat efFocto procubuifte toro ? 50 

Te manet iEolides viridi venator in herba. 

Surge, tuos ignes altus Hymettus habet. 
Flava verecundo dea crimen in ore fatetur, 

Et matutinos ocius urget equos. 
Kxuit invifam Tellus rediviva feneflam, 55 

Et cupit amplexus Phoebe fubire tuos ; 

* quotannis. Edit. 1'645- 
O 2 
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£t cupit, & digna eft, quid enim formofias illl. 

Pandit ut omnif.-ros luxariofa finus, 
Atque Arabum fpirat xnefTes, & ab ore venafto 

Milia cum Paphiis fundic amoma rofis ! 60 

Ecce coronatur facro frons ardua luco, 

Cinglt ut Idseam pinea turris Opim ; 
£t vario madidcs intexit flore capillos, 

Floribus & vifa eft pofTe placere fuis. 
Floribus effufos ut erat redixnita capillos 65 

Tenario placuit diva Sicana Deo. 
Afpice Phcebe tibi faciles hortantur amores, 

Meliitafque movent flamina verna preccs. 
Cinnamea Zephyrus leve plaudit odorifer ala, 

Blanditiafque tibi ferre videntur aves. 70 

Nee fine dote tuos tcmeraria quserlc amores 

Terra, nee optatos pofcit egena toros, 
Alma falutiferum medicos tibi gramen in ufas 

Prcebet, & hinc titulos adjuvat ipfa tuos. 
Quod fi tepretium, fi te fulgentia tangunt 75 

Munere, (muneribus fajpe eoemptus Amor) 
llla tibi oftentat quafcunque fub a^quore vafto, 

Rt faperinjedlis montibus abdit opes. 
Ah quoties cum tu elivofo feflus Olympo 

In vefpertinas praecipitaris aquas, 80 

Cur tc, inquit, eurfu languentem Phoebe diurno 

Hefperiis recipit Cxrula mater aquis ? 
Quid tibi cum Tethy ! Quid cum Tarteffide lympha, 

Dia quid immundo perluis ora falo ? 
Frigora Phcebe mea melius captabis in umbra, 85 

Hue ades, ardentes imbue rore comas. 
Mollior egelida veniet tibi fomnus in herba. 

Hue ades, & gremio lumina pone meo. 
Quaqae jaces circum mulcebit lene fufurrans 

Aura per humentes corpora fufa rofas, 90 
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Nee me (crede mihi) tcrrent Semeleia fata. 

Nee Phaetonteo fumidus axis equo ; 
Cum ttt Phsebe tuo fapientius uteris igni. 

Hue ades Sc gremio lumina pone meo. 
Sic Tellus lafciva fuos fufpirat amores ; 95 

Matris in exemplum caetera turba ruunt. 
Nunc etenim toto currit vagus orbe Cupido, 

Langnentefque fovet folis ab igne faces, 
Inlbnuere novis lethalia cornua nervis. 

Trifle micant ferro tela corufca nova. 100 

Jamque vel invidiam tentat ftiperaffe Dianam, 

^Qljasquc icdet facro Vcfta pudica foco. 
Ipfa fenefcentcm rcparat Venus annua formam, 

Atque iterum tepido creditur orta mari. 
Marmoreas juvenes clamant Hymenaee per urbes, 105 

Littus io Hymen, & cava faxa fonant. 
Cultlor ille venit tunicaque deeentior apta, 

Paniceum redolet veftis odora crocum. 
Egrediturque frequens ad amceni gaudia veris 

Virgineos auro cinfla puclla iinus. 1 10 

Votumeftcuiquefuum, votumeft tamen omnibus unum, 

Ut fibi quem cupiat, det Cytherea virum, 
Nunc quoque fepten^ modulatur arundine paflor, 

£t fua qux jungat carmina Phyllis habet. 
Navita nodturno placat fua fidera cantu, 115 

Delphinafque leves ad vada fumma vocat. 
Jupiter ipfe alto cum conjuge ludit Olympo, 

Convoeat & famulos ad fua fefta Deos, . 
Nunc etiam Satyri, cum fera crepufcula furgunt, 
'' Pervolitant celeri florea rura choro, 120 

Sylvanufque fua Cyparifli fronde revinftus, 

Semicaperque Deus, femideufque caper.- 
Quaeque fub arboribus Pryades latuere vetuflis 

Per juga, per folos expatiantur agroi. 
O 3 
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per fata luxuriat fruticetaque Maenalius Pan, 125 

Vix Cybcle mater» vix fibi tnta Ceres ; 
Atque aliquam cspidus praedatur Qreada Pftttnus, 

Confulit in trepidos dum fibi nyinpha pedes» 
Jamqoe latet, latitanfqoe cupit male tefbi Yideri^ 

£t fugit, et fttgiens pervelit ipfa ^pi. 15a 

Dii quoque non dubitant ccslo praeponere fylrsis, 

Et fua quifque fibi nnmina lucus habet. 
Et fua qaifque diu iibi nomina lucus habeto^ 

Nee vos arborea dii precor ite domo* 
Te refcrant roiferis te Jupiter aurea terris 13^ 

Saecla, quid ad Dimbos afpcra tela redis f 
Tu faltcm lent^ rapidps age Pbabe jugalei 

Qua potes, k fenfim tempora reris eaot ; 
Srumaqae produi^as tardi feraC hi/pida nodes, 

Ingruat Sc noflro ferior umbra polo* 14a 



Elegia Sexta. 

Ad Carolum Dcodatutn ruri commorantein» 

Qui cum Idibus Decemb. fcripfiflet, & fua'carmina 
excufari poftulaflet fi folito minus eflcnt bona,, 
quod inter lautitias quibus eratab amicis acceptus, 
baud fatis felicem operam Mufis dares fe pofle 
affiriiiabat, hoc habuit refponfum. 

MI T T O tibi fanam non pleno ventre falutem, 
CJua tu di (lento forte carere potes. 
At tua quid nollram prole£lat Mufa camoenam. 

Nee finit optatas pofle fequi tenebras ? 
Carmine fcire velis quam te redamemquecolamque, 5 
Crede mihi vix hoc carmine fcire queas. 
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Nam neque nofter amor modulis includitur ardUs, 

Nee venit ad claudos integer ipfc pedes. 
Quam bene folennes epulas, hilaremque Decembrim, 

Feftaque ccelifugum qua; coluere Deum, 10 

Deliciafque refers, hyberni gaudia roris, 

Haudaqae per lepidos Galiica muda focos^! 
Quid quereris refugam vino dapibufque poefm ? 

Carmen amet Bacchum, carmsna Bacchus amat. 
Nee puduit Phoebum viridcs gelialle corymbos, 15 

Atque ederam lauro praepofuifTe fuae. 
Sspius Aoniis ^lamavit collibus Euce 

Myfta Thyoneo turba novena choro. 
Nafo Corallxis mala carmiiia mifit ab agris : 

Non illit epulae, non fata vitis erat. to 

Quid nifi vlna, rofafque racemifcrumque Lyaeum 

Cantavit brevibos Teia Mafa modis ? 
Pindaricofque inflat aumeros Teumeiius Euan, 

£t redolet fumptum pagina quaeque merum i 
Dum gravis everfo currns crepat axe fupious^ 25 

£t volat Eleo pulvere fufcus eques. ' 
Quadrimoqae madens Lyricea Romanos laccho 

Duke canit Glyceran, flavicomamqae Chloen* 
Jam quoque lauta tibi generofo menfa parata 

Mentis alit vics» ingeniumque fovet. 30 

Maffica foecundam defpumant pocula venam» 

Fundis 8c ex ipfc condita metra cado. 
Addimus his artes, fafamque per intima Phoebum 

Corda, favcnt uni Bacchus, Apollo, Ceres. 
Scilicet haud nprum tarn dulcia carmina per te 35 

Numine compofito tres ^pcrifle Deos, 
Nunq quoque ThrelTa tibi cslato barbitos aan» 

Infonat arguta molliter i6la manu ; 
Auditurque dielys fufpenfa tapetia circum, 

Virgineos tremula quae regat arte pedes* 40 

04 
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Ilia tuas falcexn teneant fpedacula Mufas, 

£t revocenf, quantum crapula pelHt iners. 
Crcde mihi dum pfallit ebur, comititaque pleiStrum 

Implet odoratos fefta chorea tholos, 
Percipies taciturn per pedlora ferpere Phoebutn, 4$ 

Quale repentinus permeat ofla calor, 
Pcrque puellares oculos digitumque fonaotem 

Irruet in cotus lapfa Thalia finus. 
Namque Elegia levis multorum cura Deorum eft, 

£t vocat ad numeros quemlibet illl Aios ; 5^ 

Liber adeft elegis, Eratoquc, Cerefque, Venufquc, 

Et cum purpurea matre tenellus Amor. 
Talibus inde licent convivia larga poetls, 

S«p:us & veteri commaduifle mero. 
At qui bella refert, & adulto Tub Jove coelum, 55 

Heroafque pios, femideofque duces, 
lit nunc fanfta canit fuperum confulta deorum. 

Nunc 'atrata fero regna profunda cane, 
Ille quidem parce Samii pro more magiftri 

Vivat, is innocuos praebcat herba cibos ; 6^ 

Stet prope fagineo pellucida lympha catillo, 

Sobriaque c puro pocula fonte bibat. 
Additur huic fcelcrifque vacans, & cafla juventus, 

Et rigidi mores, Sc fine labe manus. 
Quails vefle nitei>s facra, & luftralibus undis 65 

Surgls ad infenfos augur iturc Deos. 
Hoc ritu vix-fie ferunt poft rapta fagacem 

Lumina Tlrelian, Ogygiumque Linon, 
Et lare devoto profugum Calchanta. fenemque 

Orphcon edomitis fola per antra feris ; 7© 

Sic dapis exiguus, fie rivi votor Homerus 

Dulicium vcxii per freta longa virum, 
Et per monflrificam Perfuae Phcebadps aulam, 

£t vada focznioeis infidiofa fonis^ 
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Perque tus rex ime domus, abe fanguine nigro 7 j^ 

Dicitur umbrarum detinuifTe greges. 
Diis etenim facer eft vates, divumque faterdos, 

Spirat & occultum pe£lus, & ora Jovem. 
^t tu fiquid agam fcitabere (ft modo faltem 

Effe putas tanti nofcere fiquid again) Zo 

Faciferum canimus ccelefli femine regem, 

Fauflaque facratis f^cula padira libris, 
Vagitumque Dei, & flabulantem paopere te£k> 

Qui fuprexna fuo cum patre regna colit, 
Stelliparumque polum, modulantef^ue aethere tarmas, 

£t fubitd elifos ad fua fana Deos. 86 

Dona quidem dedimus Chrifti natalibus ilia. 

Ilia fub auroram lux mihi prima tulit* 
Te quoque prefla manent patriis meditata cicutis, 

Tu mihi, cui recitem, judicis inilar eris. 90 



Elegia Septima, Anno iEtatis 19. 

NOndum blanda tuas leges Amathuiia n6ram, 
£1 Paphio vacuum pe£lus ab igne fnit. 
Sxpe cupidineas, puerilia tela, fagittas, 

Atque tuum fprevi maxime numen Amor. 
Tu puer imbelles dixi transfige columbas, 5 

Convenlunt tenero mollia belh duci. 
Autde pafleribus tumidos age, parve^ triumphos> 

Hajc funl railitiae digna trophaea tuae. 
In genus humanum quid inania dirigis armaf 

Non valet in fortes ifta pharetra viros. ia 

Non tulit hoc Cyprius, (neque enim Deus ullus ad ir» 

Promptior) & duplici jam ferus igne calet. ' 
Ver erat, & fummae radians per cnlmina villae 

Attulerat primam lux tibi Maie diem -, 

05 
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At mihi adhac refugam qaserebant lamina noGttm, 15 

Nee matatinum faftinuere jobar. 
Aftat Amor ledo» pidlis amor impiger alis, 

Prodidit aftantem mota pharetra Deom : 
Prodidit ^ 'fades, Sc dulce minantis ocelli^ 

£c qaicquid puero dignum 8c Amore fait* 20 

Talis in aeterno juvenis Sigehis Olympo 

Mifcet amatori pocala plena Jovi ; 
Aut qai formofas pellexit ad ofcola nymplias 

Thiodamantasus Naide raptus Hylas. 
Addideratqae iras, fed 8c has decaifle patares, 25 

Addideratque truces, nee line felle minas. 
£t mifer exemplo fapuifles totius, inquit. 

Nunc mea quid poilit dextera teftis eris. 
Inter 8c cxpertos vires numerabere noftras, - 

£t faciam vero per tua damn^ fidem. 3* 

Jpfe ego fi nefcis iirato Pythone fuperbum 

Edomui Phoebum, ceffit Sc ille mihi ; 
Et quoties meminit Peneidos, ipfe fatetur 

Certius Sc gravius tela nocerc mea. 
Me n^uit addudlum curvare peritius arcum, 35 

Qui pod terga folet vincere Parthus equea : 
Cydoniufque mihi cedit venator, & iUe 

Infcius uxor! qui necis author erat. 
£il etiam nobis ingens quoque villus Orion, 

Herculeaeque manus. Herculeufque comes. ^^o 
Jupiter ipfe licet fua fulmina torqueat in me» 

Haerebunt lateri fpicula hoftra Jovis. 
Caetera qus dubitas melius mea tela docebunt, 

Et tua non leviter cord a petenda mihi. 
Nee te flujte tuae poterunt defendere Mufae j^e 

Nee tib^ Phcebscus porriget anguis opem. 
Dixit, & aurato quatiens mucrone fagittam, 

Evolat in tepides Cypridos ille fin us. 
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At mihi rifuro tonuit ferus ore minaci, 

£t mihi de puero noa mecus uUus erat. 50 

£t modd qua noi!ri fpafiantur in urbe Quiritesy 

£t mod6 villarum proxima mira placent. 
Turba frequens, facieque fimillima turba dearum 

Splendida per medias itqac reditque vias, 
Audlaque luce dies gemino fulgore corufcat, 5$ 

Fallor ? an & radios hinc quoque Phcsbits habet. 
H«c ego non fugi fpedacula grata feverus, , 

Impetus & qu6 me fert juvenilis, agor. 
Lamina laminibas male providus obvia miil. 

Neve oculus potui continuiflb mtos^ -60 

Unam forte aliis fupereminuiffe notabam, 

Principium noftri lux erat ilhl mali. 
Sic Venus optarct morulibos ipfa videri> 

Sic rcgina Denm confpidenda fuit* 
Hanc memor objecit nobis malus ille Cupido, 65 

Solus & hos nobis texuit ante dolos. 
Nee procul ipfe vafer latujt, multaeque fagitta, 

Et facis a tergo grande pependit onus. . 
Nee mora, nunc ciliis hxHt, nunc virginis ori, 

Infilit hinc labiis, infidet inde genis: 70 

Et quafcunque agilis partes jaculator oberrat, 

Hei mihi, millc locis pe6Vu5 inerme ferit. 
Protinus infoliti fubierunt corda furores, 

Uror amans intus, flammaque totus eram. 
Interea mifero quse jam mihi fola placebat, 75 

Ablata eft oculis non reditura meis. 
Aft ego progr^dior tacite qucrebundus, &: excors, 

Et dul)ius volui £xpe rcferre pedcm. 
JF^indor, Sc ha?c remanet, fequitur pars altera votum, 

Raptaque tam fubito ga .dia ficre juvat, 80 

Sic dolet amiflum proles Junonia cc&lum. 

Inter Lemniaco:, praiclpitata focos. 
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Talis Sc abreptum folem refpexit, ad Orciun 

Vedus ab attonids Amphiaraus eqnis. 
Quid faciam infelix, & lodtu vidtus ? amores 8$ 

Nee licet inceptos ponere, nere feqai. 
O utinam fpedare femel Hiihi detar axnatos 

Valtusy Sc coram triftia verba loqui ; 
Forfitan 8c duro non eft adamante creata» 

Forte nee ad noftras furdeat ilia preces. 90 

Crede xnihi Dallas fie infeliciter ariit, 

Ponar in exempio primus & anus ego* 
Farce precor teneri cam fis Deus ales amoris, 

Pagnent officio nee tua fadta tuo. 
Jam tuus O eerte eft mihi formidabilis areas, ^ 

Nate dea, jaculis nee minas igne potens : 
Ft tua fumabunt noftris altaria donis. 

Solus & in fuperis ta mihi fummus eris* 
Deme meos tandem, ver^m nee deme furores^ 

Ncfcio cur, mifer eft fuaviter omnis amans : foo 
Tu modo da facilis, pofthaec mea fiqua futura eft,, 

Cufpis amaturos figat ut una duos. 

HJEQ ego mente olim Iseva, ftudioque fupiiu^ 
Nequitiae pofiii vana trophaea mea^ 
SciHcet abreptum fie me malus impulit error, 105 

Indocilifque xtas prava magiftra fuit. 
Donee Socraticos umbrofa Academia rivos 

Prcebuit, admifTum dedocuitque jugum. 
Protinas extin^Vis ex illo tempore flammis, 

Cinfta rigent mojUo peftora noftra gelu. i io 

Unde fuis frigus mctuit puer ipfe fagittis, 

Et Diomedcam vim timet ipfa Venus. 
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In Proditionem Bombardicam, 

CU M fimal in regem nuper fatrapafque Britanno» 
Aufus es infandum periide Fauxe nefas. 
Pallor > an Sc mitis vofuifli ex parte videri, 

Et penfare m^la cum pietate fcelus ? 
Scilicet hos alti mifTuras ad atria coeli, 5 

Sulphureo curru flammivolifque rotis. 

Qualiter ille feris caput inviolabile Parcis 

Liquit lordaniok turbine raptus agros. 



In eandem. 

SIcclne tentafti coelo donafle lacobum 
Quas feptemgemino Bellua monte lates ? 
Ni meliora tuum poterit dare mnnera numen, 

Parce precor donis infidiofa tuis. 
Ille quidem fine te confortia ferus adivit 5 

Ailra, nee inferni pulveris ufus ope. 
Sic potivts fo&dos in ccelum pelle cuoillos, 

£t quot habet brutos Roma profana Deosw 
Namque hac aut alia nifi quemque adjnveris arte, • 

Crede mihi coeli vix bene fcandet iter. 10 



In eandem*. 

♦ 

PUrgatorem animae derifit lacobus ignem, 
£t fine quo fuperum non adeunda domus, 
Frenduit hoc trina monflrum Latiale corona, 
Movit & horrificum cornua dena miaax» 
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Et nee inulciis ait temnes mea facra Britanne, 5 

Sapplicium fpreti religione dabis. 
•Et fi ftelligeras unqaam penetraveris arces> 

Non nifi per flam mas trifte patebit iter. 
O quim fianefto cecinifti proxima ve^, 

Verbaque ponderibus vix caritara fois f 10 

Nam prope Tarfareo'fablime rotates ab igni 

Ibat ad aethereas umbra perufta plagas. 



In eandem. 

OUEM modd Roma fuis deYOverat impia diris^ 
Et Styge damnarat Tsnarioqae finu^ 
Hunc vice mmata jam tollere geflic ad aftra, 
Et cupic ad faperos eveh^re ufque Deos. 



In inventorem bombardx. 

IApetionidem laadavit cseca vetoflas. 
Qui tulit xtheream folis ab axe facem ; 
At mihi major erit, qui lurida creditur arm^ 
Et tri£dum fulmen furripaifle Jovi. 



Ad Leonoram Romae canentem, 

ANgelus nnicuique fuus (ftc crcdite gentes) 
Obtigit xthercis ales ab ordinibus. 
Quid mirum ? Leonora tibi fi gloria major, 
Nam tua prxfentem vox fonat ipfa Deum. 
Aut Deiis, aut vacui certe mens tertia coeli 
Per taa fecret6 guttora ferpit agcns j 



X 
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Serpit ageaSy facilifqae docet mortalia corda 
Senfim immortali affuefcere pofle fono. 

Qudd fi cun£ta quidem Deas eft, per cunftaqac fofui. 
In te ani loqaitur, cstera matos habet. 10 



Ad eandem* 

ALtera Torqaatam ^pit Leonora poetam^ ^ 
Cujtts ab infano ceffit amore furens. 
Ah mifer ille tno quantd felicios xvo 

Perditasy Sc propter te Leonora foret !^ 
£t te Fieri a feniiflet voce canentem 

Aarea maternse fila movere lyrae. 
Qaamvis Dircso torfiiTet lumina Pentbeo 

Sasviory aut totus deiipuiiTet iners, 
Ta tamen erantes caeca vertigine fenfus 

Voce eadem poteras compofuifle tua ; 10 

£t poteras aegro fpirans fub corde quietem 

Flexanimo canta reftituiile fibi. 



Ad eandem. 

CRedula quid liquidam ^rena Neapoli jaftas^ 
Claraque Parthenopes fana Acheloiados, 
Littoreamque tua defundam Naiada ripa 
Corpora Chalcidico facra dediife rogo ? 
Ilia quidem vivitque, & axncenia Tibridis undi 

Mutavit rauci murmura Paufilipi. 
Illic Romulid&m fludiis ornata fecundis, 
Atque homines canta detinet atqoe Deos* 
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Apologus de Ruftico Sc Hero. 

RUfticas. ex male fapidifEma poma qaotannis 
Legity 8c arbano leAa dedit Domino r 
Hinc iDcredibili fradC^s dulcedine captus 

Malum ipfam in proprias tranftalit areolas. 
Hadenus ilia ferax, ied longo debilis »vo, 5 

Mou folo aflUeto, proteni^s aret iners. 
Quod tandem ut patuit Domino, ipe lufus inani» 

Damnavit celeres in fua damna manof. 
Atque lut, hen qaant6 fatios fait ilia Colosi 

(Panra licet) grato dona talifle animo ! 10 

PoBTem ego avarxtiam fracnare, gulamqne roracem t 

Kane periere mihi Sc fostas 8c ipfe parens* 



Elegiarom Fima* 
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SYLVARUM LIBER. 



Anno -ffitatis 16. 



In obitutn Procancellarii medid *• 

PA R £ R E fati difcite legibas, 
Manufque Parcae jam date fapplices, 
Qoi pendalum telluns orbem 
lapeti colitis nepotes. 
Vos fi relifto mors vaga Tasnaro S 

Semel vocarit flebilis, heu moras 
Tentantur incafsiim dolique $ 
Per tenebras Stygis ire certum eft. 
Si deflinatam pellere dextera 

Mortem valeret, non feras Hercules lO 

Neffi venenatus cruore 
iEmathia jacuifTet Oeta* 
Nee fraude turpi Palladis invidas 
Vidiflet occifum Ilion He£lora, aut 

Quem larva Pelidis peremit 15 

Enfe Locro, Jove lacrymante. 

• Dr. John GoOyn, Mailer of Caius college,' and the King't 
Profeflbr of Phyfic, who died when he was a fecond time Vke- 
Chancellor^ in October 1626* 



3o6 POEMS on fevcral OCCASIONS. 

Si trifle fatura verba Hecateia 
Fogare poffiot, Tclegoni parens 
Vixiilet infamis, potentiqoe 

iEgiali foror afa virg^. 20 

NumencjQe trinum fallere fi queant 
Artes medent&m, ignotaquc gramixuiy 
Non gnaras herbarum Machaoa 
Eurypyli cecidiflet hafia. 
LaefiiTet & nee te Philyreie . #5 

Sagitta echidnae perlita fanguine, 
Nee tela te falmenqae avitum 
Caefe puer genitricis alvo. 
Toque O alumno major Apolline, 
Gentis togatae coi regimen datum, 50 

Frondofa quern nunc Cirrha luget, 
£t mediis Helicon in undis. 
Jam prsfuifTes Palladio gregi 
LsettiSy fuperfteSy nee fine gloria. 

Nee puppe luftrafTes Charontis 35 

Horribilei barathri receflns. 
At fila rnpit Perfephone tua 
Irata, cum te viderit artibus 
Saccoque pollenti tot atris 

Faucibus eripuifTe mortis. 40 

Colende Praefes, membra precor tua 
Molli quiefcant cefpite, Sc ex tuo 
Qrefcant rofas, caltbasque bullo, 
Purpnreoque hyacinthus ore. 
Sit mite de te judicium iEaci. 45 

Sobridiatque iEtnaea Proferpina, 
Jnterque felices perennis 
Elyfio fpatiero campo. 
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In quintum Novembris, Anno ^tatis 17% 

JAM plus extrema veniens liicobus ab ardlo ^ 

Tcucrigcnas populos, lateque patentia regna 
Albionum tenuit, jamque inviolabile fcedas 
Sceptra Cahdoniis conjunxerat Anglica Scotis : 
Pacificufque novo felix divefque fetlebat S 

In folio, dccultique dolLfecarus & hoilis : 
Cum ferus igniBuo regnans Acheron te tyrannus, 
Eumenidum pater, sthereo vagas exul Olympo, 
Forte per inlmenfum terraram erraverat orbem, 
Dinumerans fcsleris focios, vernafque fidele^, 10 

Participes regni poil funera mcefta futaros ; 
Hie tempellates medio ciet aere diras, 
Illic unanimes odium ftruit inter amxcos, n 

Armat & invidas in mutua vifcera gentes ; 
Regnaque.olivifera vcrtit florcntia pace, 15 

£t quofcunque videt purs vircutis amantes, 
Hos cupit adjicere imperio, fraudumque magifter 
Tentant inaccefTum fceleri cormmpere pedlus, 
Inildiafque locat tacitas, cafTefque latentes 
Tendit, ut incautos rapiat, feu Cafpia tigris 20 

Infequitur trepidam ddferta per avia praedam 
Nofte fub.jUnni, & fomno niftantibus aftris. 
TalibuB infeftat popnios Summanus U urbes 
Cinftus caerulaoe fumanti turbine flammse. 
Jamque fiuentifonis albentia rupibus arva 25 

Apparent, & terra Deo diledba mar i no, 
Cui nomen dederat quondam Neptunia proles, 
AmphitryOhiaden qui non dubitavit atrocem. 
iEqilore tranato furiali pofcere bello. 
Ante expugnatas crudelia fsecula Troja?. '>^ 
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At final hanc obibafque Sc fefta pace beatam 
Afpicit, Sc pingoes donis Cerealibus agros, 
Quodque magis doloit, venerantexn numina vcii 
Sari6la Dei p opulum, tandem fafpiria rapit 
Tartareos ignes & luridum olentia falphor ; 35 

Qualia Trinacria trux ab Jove claufos in ^tna 
Effl^t tabifico monftrofu!. ab ore Tiphoeos. 
Jgnefcunt oculi, flridetqae adamantinns ordo 
Dentisy ut ai ntorum'fi'agory idtaqae cufpide cafpls. 
Atque percrrc to folum hoc lacrymabile naando 40 
Inveni, dixit, gens hxc mihi fola rebellis, 
Contreintri;jque jugi, noftraque potentior arte. 
Ilia tamen, mt a i\ quicquam tentamina pofifant, 
Non ferct hoc jinpune diu, qon ibit inulta. 
Haftenus ; & piceis liquido natat aere pennis ; 43 
Qua volat, adverfi praecurfant agmine vcnti 
Denfantar nubes, Sc crebra tonitrua fulgent. 
Jamque pruinolas velox fuperaverat Alpes^ 
Et tenet Aufonis fines, a parte finiflra 
Nimbifer Apenninus erat, prifcique Sabini» 50 

Dextra veneficiis infamis Hetruria, nee non 
Te furtiva Tibris Thetidi videt ofcula dantem ; 
Hinc Mavortigenae confiftit in arce Quirini. 
Reddiderant dubiam jam (era crepufcula lucem. 
Cum circumgreditur totam Tricoronifer urbem, 55 
Panificofque Deos portat, fcapulifque virorom 
Evehitur, praeeunt fubmifib poplite reges, 
Et mendicantum feries longiflima fratrum ; 
Cereaque in manibus geftant funalia cseci, 
Cimmeriis nati in tenebris, vitamque trahentes. 60 
Templa dein multis fubeunt lucentia tasdis 
(Vefper erat facer ifte Petro) fremitufque canentum 
Saepe tholos implet vacuos, Sc inane locorum. 
Qijaliter exululat Bromius, Bromiique caterva. 
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Orgia cantantes in Echionio Aracyntho, 65 

Dum trerait attonitus vitreis Afopus in undis, 
Et procuripfe cava refponfat rupe Cithaeron, 
His igitur tandem folenni more peraftis, 
Nox fenis amplexas Ercbi taciturna reliquit, 
Praecipitefque impellit equos ftimulante flagello, 7# 
.Captum oculis Typhlonta, Melanchsetemque ferocem, 
Atque Acherontaeo prognatam* patre Siopen 
Torpidam, & hirfutis horrentem Phrica capillis. 
Interea regum domitory Phlcgetontius hscres 
Ingreditur thalamos (neque enim fecretus adulter 75 
Producit ftericles molli fine pcllice noftes) 
At vix compofitos fomnos claudebat oc6lIos, 
Cum niger umbrarum dominus, rc^orque filentum, 
Prasdatorque hominum falfa fub imagine tedlu5 
Aftitit, aflumptis micuerunt tempora canis, g^ 

Barba finus promiffa tegit, cineracea Jongo 
Syrmate verrit humum veftis, pendetqu'e cucullus 
Vertice dc rafo, & ne quicquam defit ad artcs, 
Cannabeo I umbos cOnflrixit fune falaces 
Tarda feneftratis figens veftigia calceis. g^ 

Talis, uti fama eft, vafta Francifcus eremo 
Tetra vagabatur folus per luftra ferarum, 
Sylveftrique tulit genti pia verba falutis 
Impius, atque luposdomuit, Lybicofque leones. 

Subdolus at tali Serpens velatus amidlu go 

Solvit in has fallax ora execrantia voces ; 
Dormis nate ? Etiamne tuos fbpor opprimit artus ? 
Immemor O fidei, pecorumque oblite tuorum ! 
Dum cathedram venerande tuam, diademaque triplex 
Ridet Hyperboreo gens barbara nata fub axe, 95 

Dumque pharetrati fpernunt tua jura Britanni : 
Surge, age, furge piger, Latius quem Caefar adorat, 
- Cui referata patet convexi janua cceli. 
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Targentes animosy & faftos frange procacea, 
Sacrilegiqae fdaDty tua quid maledidio poffit, lOo 
£t quid apoftolicae pofiit caftodia clavis ; 
£t naemor HeTperiae disjedam ulcifcere claflem^ 
Merfaqne Iberorum lato vexilla profaodo, 
Sandorninqoe craci tot corpora fix^proboise, 
Thermodoontea naper regnante poella. 105 

At tu fi tenero mavis torpefcere ledo, 
Crefcentefque negas hoili contundere vires, 
Tyrrhenum implebit numerofo milite pontam^ 
Signaque Aventino ponet falgentia colle : 
Relliquias vcterum franget, flammirqoe cremabit, 1 10 
Sacraque calcabit pedibus tua coUa profanis, 
Cujus gaadebant foleis dare baiia reges. 
Nee tamen banc bellis 8c aperto Marte lacefles, 
Irritus ille labor, tu callidus utere fraude, ' 
Quaelibet hxreticis difponnere retia fas eft ; 115 

Jamque ad coniilium extremis rex magnus ab oris 
Patricios vocat, & procerum de ilirpe creatos, 
Grandacvofque patres trabea, canifque verendos ; 
Hos tu membratim poteris confpergere in auras, 
Atque dare in cineres, nitrati pulveris igne 120 

^dibus injedlo, qua convenere. Tub imis 
Protinus ipfe igitur quofcunque habet Anglia fidos 
Propofiti, fadlique mone, quifquamne tuorum 
Audebit fummi non jufla faceflere Papa: ? 
Perculfofque mctu fubito, cafuque ftupentes 125 

Invadat vel Gallus atrox, vel fsevus Iberus. 
Saccula fie illic tandem Mariana redibunt. 
Tuque in belligeros iterunrdominaberis Anglos. 
Et nequid timeas, divos divafque fecundas 
Accipe, quotque tuis celebrantur numina faftis. 13^ 
Dixit Sc adfcitos ponens malefidus amidlus 
Fugit ad infandara, regnum ilixtabile, Lethen. 
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Jam rofea Boas pandens Tithonia portas 
Veflit inauratas redeunti lumine terras ; 
Moeflaque adhuc nigri deplorans funera nati 1 55 

Irrigat ambrofiis montana cacumina guttis ; 
Cum fomnos pepulit ftellatae janitor aulae, 
Nodturnos vifus, & fomnia grata revolvens. 

Eft locus eterna feptus caligine nodis, 
Vafla ruinoii quondam fundamina tc€ti, 140 

Nunc torvi fpelunca Phoni, Prodotxque bilinguis, 
EfFera quos uno peperit DiTcordia partii. 
Hie inter csonenta jacent prseruptaque faxa. 
OfTa inhumata virum, & trajedla cadavera ferro ; 
Hie Dolus intortis Temper fedet ater ocellis, 145 

Jurgiaque, & ftimulis armata Calumnia fauces, 
£t Furor, atque vfae moriendi miile videntur, 
Et Timor, exanguifque locum circnmvolat Horror, 
Perpetuoquc leves per muta filentia Manes 
Exululant, tellus & fanguine confcia ftagnat. 150 

Ipfi etiam pavadi lacitant penetralibus antri 
Et Phonos & Prodotes, nulloque fequente per antrum. 
Antrum horrens, fcopulofum, atrum feralibus umbris 
DiiFugiunt fontes, & retro lumina vortunt; 
Hos pugiles Romas per fascula longa fideles 15 j 

Evocat antiftes Babylonius, atque ita fatur. 
Finibus occiduis circumfufum incolit asquor 
Gens exofa mihi, prudens natura negavit 
Indignam penitus noflro copjungere mundo : 
Illuc, ficjubeo, fceleri contendite grcflu, 160 

Tartareoque leves difflentur pulvere in auras 
Et rex & pariter fatrapae, fcelerata propago, 
Et qaotquot fidei caluere cupidine vera: 
Confilii focios adhibete, operifque miniftios. 
Finierat, rigidi cupide paruere gcmelli. 165 
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Interea longo fledens carvamine cobIos 
Defpidt xtherei dominus qui falgurat arce, 
Vanaque perveifx ridet conamina turbae, 
Atqae fui caufam popali volet ipfc tncri. 

AfTe ferunt fpatium, qu^ diftat ab Aiide terra 170 
Fertilis Europe, Sc fpeftat Mareotidas undas ; 
Hie turns pofita eft Titanidos ardaa Fama? 
^rea» lata, fonans, ratilis vicinior aftris 
Quam fuperiinporituin vel Athos vel Pelion Oflae. 
Mille fores aditofqae patent, totidemqae feneftrae, 17$ 
Amplaque per tenues tranflucent atria moros : 
Exciut hie varios plebs agglomerata fufarros ; 
Qaaliter inftrepitant circum nauldralia bombis 
Agmina mufcaruin, aut texto per ovilia juoco, 
Dum Canis aeftivam CGeli petit ardaa caltnen. 180 
Ipfa quidem fumma fedit ultrix matris in arce, 
Auribus innumeris cindlam caput eminet olli, 
Queis foDitum exiguum trahit, atque leviflima capiat 
Munnura, ab extremis patuli confinibus orbis. 
Nee tot, Aiiftoride fervator iniquc juvencae 185 

Ifidps, immiti volvebas lumina vultu, 
Lumina non unquam tacito nutantia fomno, 
Lumina fubjedlas late fpe^antia terras. 
Iflis ilia folet loca luce carentia faepe 
Perluflrare, etiam radiant! impervia foli : 190 

Millenifque loquax auditaque vifaque linguis 
Cuilibet effundit temeraria, veraque mendax 
Nunc minuit, modo confidis fermonibus auget. 
Sed tamen a noflro meruiiti carmine laudes 
Fama, bonum quo non aliud veracius ullum, 1^^ 

Nobis digna cani, nee te memoraffe pigebit 
Carmine tam longo, fervati fcillcet Angli 
Officiis vaga diva tuis, tibi reddimus squa. 
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Te Deus, seternos motu qui temperat igncs, 
Fulmine prasraiflb alloqaitur, terraque tremente : 200 
Fama files ? an tc latet impia Papiiiarum 
Conjurata cohors in meque meofque Britannos 
Et nova fceptigero caedes meditata lacobo ? 
Nee plura, ilia llatim fenfit mandata Tonantis, 
Et fatis ante fugax ftridentes induit alas, 205 

Induit & variis exilia corpora plumis ; 
Dextra tubam geflat Temefa;o ex acre fonorani. 
Nee mora jam pennis ccdentes remigat auras, 
Atque parum eft curfu celeres prjevertere nubcs. 
Jam ventos, jam folis equos polt terga reliquit : 210 
Et primo Angliacas folito de more per urbes 
. Ambiguas voces, incertaque murmura fpargit, 
Mox arguta dolos, & deteftabile vulgat 
Proditionis opus, ncc non fadla horrida didlu, 
Authforefque addit fceleris, nee garrula caetis 215 
Tnfidiis loca ftru£la filet ; ftupuere relatis, 
Et pariter juvenes, pariter tremueripuella-, v 

ElFoetiqae fenes pariter, tantaeque ruinae f^ 

Senfus ad aetatem fubito pcnetraverat omncm. .'ft 
Attamen interea populi miferefcit ab aJto 22© 

^thereus pater, & crudelibus obflitit aufis 
Papicolum ; capti pcenas raptantur ad acres ; 
At pia thura Deo, & grati folvuntur honorcs ; 
Compita laeta focis genialibus omnia fumant ; 
Turba choros juvenilis agit : Quintoque Novembrls 
Nulla dies toto occorrit celebratior anno. 226 
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Anno iEtatis 17. In obitum ♦ PrafuHs Elienfis. 

AD H U C madentcs rorc fqualcbant gense, 
l^t ficca nondum lamina 
Adhuc liqacntis imbrc turgebant falls, 

Quem nuper effudi pi us, 
Dum mcefta charo jofta pcrfolyi rogo e 

Wintonienfis Prxfulis. 
Cum centilinguis Fama fproh Temper mail 

Cbdifque vera nuntia) 
Spargic per urbes divitis Britanniae, 

Populofque Neptund fates, 10 

CefFiffc morti, & ferreis fororibos 

Te generis humani decus. 
Qui rex facrorum ilia fuifti in infula 

Quae nomen Anguillfe tenet. 
Tunc inquietum pedlus ira protinus i^ 

Ebulliebat fcrvida, 
Tumulis potentem fcpe devovens deam : 

Nee vota Nafo in Ibida 
Concepit alto diriora peftore, 

Graiufqae vates parcius 20 

Tiirpem Lycambis execratus eft dolum, 

Sponfamque Neobolen fuam. 
At ccce diras ipfe dum fundo graves, 

Et imprecor neci necem, 
Audiffe tales videor attonitus fonos 2c 

Leni, fub aura, flamine : 
Caicos furores pone, pone vitream 

Bilemque & irritas minas, 
Qiiid ten:eic violas non nocenda namina, 

Subitoque ad iras percita ? ^^ 

* Nicholas Felion, who died 0£l, 5, 1626, 
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Non eft, ut arbkraris elufus mifer. 

Mors atra Nodlis filia, 
Erebove patre creta, five Erinnyc, 

Vaftove nata fub Chao : 
Aft ilia coelo mift^a ftellato Dfei, 35 

Mefles ubique colligit ; 
Animafque mole carnea recondita's 

In lucem & auras evocat; 
Ut cum fugaces excitant Horae diem 

Themidos Jovifque filiae ; ^% 

£t iempiterni ducit ad vultus patrls $ 

At jufta raptat impios 
Sub regna furvi luftuofa Tartar!, 

Sedefque fubterraneas. 
Hanc ut vocantcm laetus audivi, cito. 45 

Fcedum reliqui carcerem, 
Volatilefque fauftus inter milites 

Ad aftra fublimis feror : 
Vates ut olim raptus ad ccelum fenex 

Auriga currus ignei, 50 

Non me Bootis terruere lucidi 

Sarraca tarda frigore, aut 
Formidolofi Scorpionis brachia^ 

Non enfis Orion tuus. 
Pr?etervolavi fulgidi folis globum, 55 

Longeque Tub pedibus deam 
Vidi triformem, dum coercebat fuos 

Frsenis dracones anreisi. 
Erraticorum liderum per ordines. 

Per ladcos vehor plagas, 6# 

Velocitatem faepe xniratus novam, 

Donee nitentes ad fores 
V^ntum eft Olympi, & regiam cryftaliinam, & 

Stratum fmatagdis atrium, 
P 2 
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Scd hie taceboy nam qais effari qaeat 

Oriundus huroano patre 
Amoenitates illius loci ? mihi 

Sat cil in a:ternum frui. 



Naturam non pati fenium. 

HEU quam pcrpctuis crroribus afta fatifcit 
Avia mens hominum, tCTiebrifque immerfa p 
Oedipodioniam volvit fub pe&ore no^em ! [^^^^ 
Qmsi vcfana fuis metiri fa«5la Deoram 
Audet, Sc incifas leges adamantc perenni 
Affimikre fuis, niillcquc folubile faeclo 
Confilium fati perituris alligat boris. 

Er^^onc marcefcet Ailcantibus obiita ragis 
Natura: facies, & rerum publica mater 
Omniparum coutradla u:erum ftcrilefcet ab acvo ? 
Er (c lafTa fenem male ccrtis paffibus ibit 
i>idereum tremebunda caput ? num tetra vetuftas 
Annorumquc rutcrna fames, fqualorque fitufque 
Sidcra vcxabunt ? an cc infatiabile Tempus 
Efuriet Coclum rapictque in'vifcera patrcm ? 
IIcu, potuitne fuas imprudens Jupiter arces 
Hoc contra munifle nefas, ct Temporis ifto 
]• xemifT; malo, gyrofque dedifie perenncs ? 
Ergo erit ut quandoque fono dilapfa tremendo 
Convex! tabulata ruant, atque obvius i6lu 
iJtridat uterque polus, fuperaquc ut Olympius aola 
Dicidat, horribilifque retefta Gorgone Pallas ; 
Quali'5 in ^E.,cjm proles Junoriia Lemnon 
Dctiirba:a iocro CLcidit de limine cceli ? 
"^l u quoi;ue Phoebe tui cafus imitabere nati 
Pfccipiii curru, fubiiaque fcrcre ruina 
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Pronus, & extinda fumabit lampade Neieus, 

Et dabit attonito feralia fibMa ponto. 

Tunc etiam aerei divulfis fedibus Ha^mi 

DiiTultabit apex, imoque allifa barath-ro 30 

Terrebunt Stygium dejefta Cerauoia Ditem, 

In fuperos quibus ufus erat, fraternaque bella. 

At pater omnipptens fundatis fortius aAris 
Confuluit rerum fammae, certoque peregit 
Pondere fatorum lances, atque ordine fummo 35 

Singijla perpetuum juffit fervarc tenorem. 
Volvitur hinc lapfu mundi rota prima diurno ; 
Raptat Sc arabitos focia vertigine ccelos- 
Tardior baud folito Satujinus, Sc acer ut olim 
Fuluiineutn rutilat criflata cailide Mavojs. 40 

Floridus aeterni^m Ph<;pbud juvenile comfcat, 
Nee fovet efFoetas k>ca per declivia terras 
Devexo temone Deos ; fed feoiper amici 
Luce potens eadem currit per figna rotarum« 
Surgit odoratis paritcr fbrmofas ab Indis .45 

• >^theream pecus albenti qui cogit Olyn^po 
Mane vocans, 8c ferus agens in pafcua cocH, 
Temporis & gemino difpertit regna colore. 
Fulget, .obitque vices aherno Delia cornu, 
Cieruleumque ignem paribus comple£);itur ulnis. 50 
Ntc variant elemeAta fidem* fblitoque fragore 
Lurida perciilfas jaculantur fulmina rupes. 
Nee per inane furit leviori murmure Corus, 
Stringit 8c armiferoi^iequali borrore Gelonos 
Trux Aquilo, fpiratque hyemen, nimbofque volutat, 55 
Utque folet, Siculi diverberat ima Pelori 
Rex maris, 8c rauca circumftrepit aequora concha 
Oceani Tubicen, nee vafta mole minorem 
yEgeona ferunt dorfo Halearica cete. 
Sed neque Terra tibi faicli vigor ille vctufli 60 

p 3 



3i8 POEMS on fcveral OCCASIONS. 

Frifcus abeft, fervatqoe faam Narciflus odoremy 
Ec puer ille fnum tenet & puer ilk decorem 
Phoebe tuufque Sc Cypri taus, nee ditior olim 
Tcriu datum fcelcri cclaTit montibas aarnm 
Cnnfcia, vel Tub aqais gemmas. Sic deniqae in arvQm6j 
Ibit cunAarom icries jaftiffima renim. 
Donee flainma orbem populabitur ultima, late 
Circumplexa polos, & vafti culmtna coeli ; 
lugcncique rogo Aagrabit machina mnndi. 



l)c Idea Platonica quemadmodum Ariftoteles 

intellexit. 

1 

DIcttc facronmi prefides nemomm dea^. 
Tuque O noveni perbeau nnminis 
Memoria mater, quaoque in immenib procul 
Antro recumbis otiofa j^ternitas, 
Monumenta fervans, Sc ratas leges Jovis, j 

Cuflique fatlos atque ephemeridas Deum, 
Quis ilie primus cujus ex imagine 
Natura folers finxit humanum genus, 
•Eiernus, incorruptas, ax|uxvus polo, 
Uaufque ^' univerfus, exemplar Dei ? lo 

lliud ille Palladis gemellus innubae 
Interna proles infidct menti Jovis ; 
Sed quamlibet natura fit communior, 
Ta:nen feorsus extat ad morem unius« 
Et, mira, ccrto ftringitur fpatio loci ; 15 

S.-u fempiternus ille iiderum comes 
Cieli pererrat ordines decemplicis, 
Citimumve terris incolit lunse globum : 
Sive inter aniroas corpus adituras fedens 
Obliviofas torpet ad Lethes aquas ; 20 
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Sive in remota forte terrarum plaga 

Incedit ingens hominis archetypus gigas, 

£t dik tremendus erlgit celfum caput 

Atlanta major portitore fideram. 

Non cui profundum caecitas lumen dedit 25 

Dircaeus augur vidit hunc alto finu ; 

Non hunc (ilenti node Pleiones nepos 

Vatum fagaci praepes ofiendit choro ; 

Non hunc facerdos novit Aflyrius, licet 

Longos vetufti commemorct atavos Nini, 30 

Prifcumque Belon, inclytumque Ofiridem, 

Non ille trino gloriofus nomine 

Ter magnus Hermes (ut fit arcani fcicns) 

Talem reliquit Ifidis cultoribus. 

At tu perenne ruris Academi decus 3j 

(Hsec monftra fi tu primus indqxti fcholis) 

Jam jam poetas urbis exules tax 

Revocabisy ipfe fabulator maximus, 

Aut inilitutor ipfe migrabis foras. 



Ad Patrem. 

NUNC mea Pierios cupiam per pe^lora fontes 
Irriguas torquere vias, totumqlie per ora 
Volvere laxatum gemino de vcrtice rivum ; 
Ut tenues oblita fonos audacibus alis 
Surgat in ofHcium venerandi Mufa parentis. 5 

Hoc utcunque tibi gratum pater optime carmen 
Exiguum meditatur opus, nee novimus ipfi 
Aptii^s a nobis quas poilint munera donis 
Refponderc tuis, quamvis ncc maxima poffint 
Refpondere tuis, nedum'ut par gratia donis 10 

Eile queaty vacuis quae redditur arida verbis. 



OCCASIONS. 



lu ansio, 15 




^4js.a;& ikriszti vf<rgiirt ft»fft id mi* 

^•n rz3i &rz -^i^t fuuria^ss &Uia ilsis 

Ni-f ctii.zi 7£riz2 ibsc cca icpcnans Oljatpmn, 30 

Ir^=rs 2«rr5? per cerii ttaplz ooronis, 
P^IiLi f::iTil3cco fociscties cairrdiix ple&o, 
Ani qL:b25, gcniaiqcc pc!i ccsTfxi foczbant* 
^rclHiiis Sc rapid w qci cirdzat igneas orbcs, ^^ 

^.cr-c q-:cce £d€rc!s intCTcinit ipfc chorcxs 
J " X 1 : uls nslcs , & incE sxraUk carmen ; 
Tzrr.lz dam rcdlos conipefcii fibila (eipens, 
J^t!r.:ir:qac fcrox gladio oanfuerdt Orion; 
S:£l2:iraxn nee fencit ones Maurafius Adas. ^^o 

Carolina regales epulas ore are folebant. 
Cum nondum loxus, vaflzque immcnra vorago 
Nota qulXf Sc modico fparoabat coena Lyaro. 
Titm de more fcdens fefta ad convivia vates 
JEicuh'l intonfos rcdimilus cb arborc crincs, 45 
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Heroumque a^us, imitandaque gefla canebat, 
Et chaos, & pofiti late fundamina mundi, 
Reptantcfque deos, & alentes numina glandes, 
£c nondum ^tneo quasritum fulmcn ab antro. 
Denique quid vocis modulamen inane juvabit, 50 
Verborum fcnfufque vacans, numerique loquacis? 
Silvcftres decet i^e chores, non Orphea cantus. 
Qui tenuit iiuvios Be quercubas addidit aures 
Carmine, non cithard, £malachraque funda canendo 
Compulit in lachrymas ; habet has a carmine laudes. 

Nee tu perge precor facras contemnere Mufas, 56 
Nee vanas inopefque puta, quarum ipfe peritos 
Munere, mille fonos numeros componis ad aptos, 
Millibus Sc vocemmodulis variare canoram 
Doflus, Arionii xneritd ils nominis haeres. 60 

Nunc tibi quid mirum, fi me genuifie poetam 
Contigerit, charo fi tarn prope faoguine jan£ii 
Cognatas artes, ftudiumque affine fequamur i 
Ipfe volens Phoebus fe difpertire duobus. 
Altera dona roihi, dedit altera dona parenti, 65 

Dividuumque Deum genltorque puerque tenemus. 

Tu tamen ut fimules teneras odiHe Camoenas, 
Non odiGTe reor^ neque enim, pater, ire jubcbas 
Qua via lata patet, qua prcnior area lucri, 
Certaque condendi fulget fpes aurea nummi : 70 

Nee rjpis ad leges, male cuftoditaque gentis 
Jura, nee infulds damnas clamoribus aures. 
Sed magis excultam cupiens ditcfcere mcntem. 
Me procul urbano ilrepito, feeeflibus altis 
Abdudlum Aonias jucanda per otia ripas . 75 

Phoebajo lateri comitem finis ire beatum. 
Officium chari taceo commune parentis. 
Me pofcunt majora, tuo pater optime famptu 
Cum mihi Rotnulese patuit facandia lingua;, 

p s 
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£: Laui vcacm, ft qax Joris on dcccbant to 

OracAi2a m^gikiioqim data rocabola Graiis, 
Adcere l«a i& quos jadat Gallia fiores. 
El qa^a cc^cntn cot«s Icdos ore loqaelam 
Fcziity barbaricos teftatos Toce tain oil as, 
Q^acqoe Palxfticiis loqaitmr myfteria vates. 85 

Deciqoe quicqeid kabct cccIqid, fobjcdaqoe ccelo 
Terra paress, tcmequc Sc coelo interfloiis aer, 
Qotcquid Sc oada tegit, pondqiic agitaUlle mannor. 
Per te noflle Ikes, per te, £ no£k libebit. 
Dimotaqoe venit fpefiaada icienda Babe, 90 

Nadaqoe conlpkoos indinat ad CKcnla miciis, 
Ni fagifle Tdim, ni fit libafle moleftain. 

I none, confer opes quilqiiis maleianiis avitas 
Aufbikd gazas, Peroanaqoe regna praeoptas. 
Qare pocnit nujora pater tribuilie, Tel ipfe 95 

Jupiter, cxcepto, dociflet ot omnia, ccelo ? 
Non pcticra dedit, qaamTis & tata fbifienty 
Publica qai jareni commifit lomina nato 
Atqoe Hvperionios corros, & fracDa diei, 
£t circom undantem radiata luce tiaram. 100 

Ergo ego jam do^z pars qoamlibet ima catervae 
A'iclrices hederas inter, laarofque fedebo, 
Jamqoe nee obfcnms populo mifcebor inerti, 
Vitabuntqoe oculos vefligia noftra profanes. 
EJle procttl vigiles cnrae, procnl efte querelas, IC5 

lavidiseqne acies tranfveHb tortilis hirquo, 
Szva nee anguiferos extende cal omnia fi&ns ; 
Iq me trifte nihil foediffima turba poteftis. 
Nee veftri fum juris ego ; fecaraqne tutns 
Feftora, vipereo gradiar foblimis ab idln. 1 10 

At tibi, chare pater, poflquam non xqua merenti 
Poflc referre datnr, nee dona rependere fadlisy 
Sit memorafle fatis^ repetitaque manera grato 
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Percenferc animo, fidaeque rcponerc menti. 

Et vos, O noftri juvenilia carmina, lufas, 115 

Si modo peVpetuos fperare aadebitis anuos, 
£t domini fuperefTe rogo, lucemque taeri. 
Nee fpifTo rapient oblivia nigra fab Oreo, 
Forfitan has laudes, dccantatumque parentis 
Nomen, ad exemplum, fero fervabitis sevo. 



PsAL. CXIV. 

'£y h $£^( XetoTct (/.iya n^tkuv ffcto'iXtutp, 

£x ^ opE« ffxa^fMiO-it aTTupicria xXopiopTOf 
Ora tuapai a-vfi,yy% ^*^>} vwo /xijTcp* ap^i?. 

TM oft» (rnMp^^%cr%f iirti^icia xXcPiia^t 1 5 

i2^ xpioi cipfiyiuiliq svTfaOifu it a\ufi ; 
B£t»oT*^a» T« ^* ap i/*;*if uveta^tprna'atT' spivrah 
'or* w»pa» ^iJpiyyi ^JXif ivo fAvirifi cfppt^ ; 
£fUo youcb r^i8<Tx ^«o» f/Ltyci\* wrwiovla 
TocTa SeoK T^iiacr* yflralot o-iCa? 'l<r<7«x;'^«o,' 20 

O^ TI kJ IK aniXcc$U9 «roTa/Atff ;^«f fMpf^ipovlccqf 
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Philnfcphas ad regem quendam, qui cum ignotam $t 
infonteiD inter reos forte captom infcius damnaverat, 
vm m ^Mmjf «effMfAi»#' hxc fubito mii&t. 

In effigiei ejus Scnlptorem. 

^dM«^' Tax* *^'> *F^ *^^^ tfvTo^r; /SXivMr. 



Ad Solfillum Poetam Romanum xgrotantem. 

SCAZONTES. 

OMufa grefTum qax volens trahis claudum, 
A'ulccnoiqce tarda gaudes incefltiy 
Nee Tent's illud in Icco minus gratum, 
Quam cum decentes fiava Deiope furas 
Aitcrnat aureum ante Junonis leftum, m 

AcIefJum & haec s'is verba pauca Sallillo 
Refer, Camcena ncftra cui tantura ell cordi, 
Quamquc ille magnis prsetulit immerito divis. 
H?wX cr^<?o alumnus ille Londini Miito, 
Diebus hifce qui fuum Iinquens nidum jo 

Polique tra£lum, (peflimus ubi ventorum. 
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Infanientis impotenfqae pulmonis 

Pernix anhcla fub Jove exercet flabra) 

Venit feraces Itali foli ad glebas,' 

Vifttin Aiperba cognitas orbcs hma, 15 

Virofque dodaequc indelem juventutis, 

Tibi optat idem hie faufta multa SalfiUe, 

Habitamque feiTo corpori penitis fanum j 

Cui nunc profunda bilis infeftat renes 

Prseeordiifque fixa damnofum fpirat. 20 

Nee id pepercit impia qu6d tu Romano 

Tarn cultus ore Lefbium condis melos. 

O duke divum munus, O falus Hebes 

Germana ! Tuque Phoebe morborum terror 

Pythone caefo, ^ve tu magis Paean 25 

Libenter audis, hie tuus facerdos efl. 

Querceta Fauni, vofque rore vinofo 

Colics benigni, micis Evandri fedes, 

Siquid falubre vallibus frondet veflris, 

Levamen a;gro ferte certatim vati. a© 

Sic ille charis redditus rursum Mufis 

Vicina dulci prata mulcebit cantu. 

Ipfe inter atros emirabitur lucos 

Numa, ubi beatum degit otiura acternum, 

Suam reclivis femper ifigeriam fpeftans. 35 

Tumidufque & ipfe Tibris hinc delinitus 

Spei favebit annua colonorum : 

Nee in fepulchris ibit obfeflum reges 

Nimium iiniilro laxus irruens loro : 

Sed frsna melius temperabit undarum,, 40 

Adufque curvi falfa regna Portumni* 
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M A N S U 5. 

Joanzxs Bapdfla Manfia MarchiD Villcnfis, virin- 
gcnil laude, um littcnnun ftodio^ oec non & 
beSicx Ttrtvte apod Italos danis in primU eft. 
Ad quein Torquad Taffi dialogus cztat de Ami- 
cltu tcnptui ; crac csim Tafi amiciffimus ; ab 
quo eciam inter Campannr pri ncipo celcbratur, 
in illo poetnate cut tituliis Gkniiafefiiiiie coo- 
q«:rlaca, kb. 20. 

Fra caralicr magnanimi, c cortcfi 
Rii'picndc il Manib^ 

Is authorem Ncapoli commorantem fiunmi brae- 
vc'entia profccutus eft, multaque ci detulit bu- 
maritatis officia. Ad bunc itaque hofpes il!e 
aotcquam ab ca urbc difcrderet, ut ne ingratum 
fe ofknderc;, boc carmen mifit. 

H«£ C qooqoc Nf anie tox meditanmr cannina landi 
P:c*:des, tibx Maefc choro nodffime PbGcbi, 
Qa^ndcquicem ille aliuxn hand xqooeildign2tiis bonorey 
Poll Galli cincrc*, & Mecxnatis Hetrufci. 
Tu quoque, fi noitne tantam valet aara Camcenz, 5 
Vi^lrices hederas inter, laorofqiie fedcbis. 
Te pridem mag no felix concordia Tafib 
}uoxit, & aetcrnis inicripfit noinina chartis. 
Mox tibi dulciloqaam non infcia Mafa Mariaom 
Tradidit, iile tuam did fe gaudet aluinaum» 10 

Dam caait Affyrios divfim prolixus amores ; 
Mollis Sc Aufonias ftupefecit carmine nympbas. 
Ille itidem monens tibi foil debita vates 
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Ofla tibi foil, fupremaque vota reliquit. 

Nee manes pietas tua chara fefellit amioi, 15 

Vidimus arridentcm operofo ex acre poetam. 

Nee fatis hoe vifum eft in ntrumque, 8c nee pia ceflant 

Officia in tumulo, cupis integros rapere Orao, ^ 

Qua potes, atquc avidas Parearum elodere leges : ' 

Amborum genus, & varia Tub forte peradlam zi 

Defcribis vitam, morefqae, .& dona Minervas ; 

w£mulus illius Myealen qui natos ad altam 

Rettulit JEoVd vita|x( facuhdn« Homeri. 

Ergo ego te CliOs Sc magnr nomine Phoebi^* ^ 

Manfe pater, jubeo longum falvere per sevnm 25 

Miflus Hypcrboreo juvenis peregrinas ab axe. 

Nee tu longinquam bonus afpernabere Mufam, 

Que nuper gelid a vix enutrita fub Ar£lo 

Imprudens Italas aufa eft volitare per urbes, 

Nos etiam in noftro modulantes flumine cygnos 30 

Credimus obfcuras nodlis fenfifTe per umbras. 

Qua Thamefis late puris argenteus nrnis 

Oceani glaueos perfundit gurgite crines* 

Quin & in has quondam pervenit Tityrus oras. 

Sed neque nos genus incultum, nee inutile Phcebo, tc 

Qua plaga fepteno mundi fulcata Trione 

Brumalem patitur longa fub nodle Booten. 

Nos etiam colimus Ph(sbum,-nos munera Phcebo 

Fiaventcs fpicas, 6c lutea mala eaniftris, 

Halantemqus erocum (perhibet nifi vana vetuftas) 40 

Mifimus, & ledas Druidum de gente choreas. 

(Gens Druides antiqua faeris operata deorum 

Heroum laudes imitandaque gefta canebant) 

Hlne quoties fedo cingunt altariaeantu 

Delo in hcrbosa Graiae de more puellas 4^ 

Carminibus Ixtis memorant Corineida Loxo, 

Fatidicamquc Upin, cum flavicoma Hecaerge, ^ 
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N iJa C l' donio Tttiias pedon foco 

Fortanarj icacaK, crjo qaacmwpic pcrorfaem 

T :rqaad tieenj, U ncmea cefebnfaks 

Clanqne twipetui UKocfeet 6Ba Muini, 

Til niTfinf hi Ti f ir g TM Tmiii pl i iifiiiu m i [ 

Ec pcriii carpei ioer immortak volaoz. 

Dicezur »iii Sf&att taoa hahiolfr penatts 

CyathJBs ^ fanala^ TeBific ad liznina Mmhs : ^5 

At aoa rpoocr ifnM«« tSMB idem, & i^ps adif it 

Ron Pheretiadx ccbIo ffhiii ApoQo $ 

Ille licet ■la^iiM AkidcB lafap cf at ftofpcs ; 

Tantan whk daaoib* placiiit vitue bsbokos, 

Nobile maafoeti ccfit Ckiroois in ancrvm, 60 

Irri^uo5 inter £dciu fiooiioiaqBe te6a 

Pecei;un prope rinim : ibi fiepe fab ilxce cigr& 

Ad cichafae ftrepirom blanda prec c fiftns amki 

Exilii daros lenibat Toce libores. 

Tjm .leqae zipa fno, barathro aec fixa fab imo 65 

S.:::^ ::eterc loco, naut Trachinia ropes, 

^ ec {emit foliras, unmania pondera. £Iv2s» 

EfL'. txque fuia properant de coHibos orni, 

irij; cent urque novo macalou carmine iy»ccs. 

Diii diiccle fcnex, tc Jopiter acqaus oportet 70 

Na cencem, Sc mxii laftrarit lomine Phcebos, 

Atlur^tifque nepos ; neqae enim nil! charus ab orta 

Diis juperis porcrit magno favifle poctx. 

Hinc loDgxva tibi lento fob Acre feneftus 

Vcrnat, & ^(bnios 1 aerator vivida foibs, 7^ 

Nondum dcciduos fervans tibi frontis honores, 

Ingeniumque vigens, & adultum mentis acumen. 

O mihi fi mea Tors talem concedat amicum 

Phccbxos dccorafle vires qui tarn bene ndrit. 

Si quando indigenas revocabo in carmina reges, 80 

Arturumque cuam Tub terris bcila moyentcm ; 
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Aut dicam invidae fociali federe mcnfae 

Magnanimos Heroas, & (O inodo fpiritas adfit) 

Frangam Saxonicas Britonuai Aib Marte phalanges. 

Tandem ubi non tacits permenfus tempora vitas^ 85 

Annorumque iatur cineri fua jara relisquam^ 

Ille mihi ledo madidis aftaret ocellia^ 

Ailanti fat erit fi dicam fim tibi curs ; 

Ille meos anus liventi mart? folucos 

Curaret parva componi molliter urna. 90 

Forfitan & noftros ducat de marmore vultt^s, 

Nedlens aut Paphia myrti aut Parnaflide lauri 

Fronde comas, at ego fccura pace quiefcam. 

Turn quoque, £ qua fides, ii praemia certa bononiiDt 

Ipfe ego caelicolum femotus ia s^th^z divCn;;, 55 

Qu6 labor 8e mens pura vehunt, atque ignea virtoa, ^ 

Secret! haec aliqua mondi da parte videbo 

(Quantum fata iinunt) & tota mente fereniim 

Ridens purpureo fuffuadar lumine vakns, 

£t fimul acthereo plaudam mihi Isetus Olympo. 109 
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E P I T A P H I U M 

D A M O N I S. 

Aroumbntum. 

Thyrfis & Damon ejufdem vicinlae paftoret, cadem 
ftudia fequuti a pueritii aoiici erant, ut qui plu- 
rimum* Tbyrfis animi causS pro&dus peregre 
de obitu Damonis nunciutn accepit. Domum 
poftea levcrfus, & rem ita cflc compcrto, fe, fu* 
amque folitudinem hoc carmine deplorat. Da- 
monis autem Tub perfona hic intelligitur Carolus 
Deodatus ex urbe Hetruriae Luca paterno genere 
oriundus, cxtera Anglus i ingenio, do6bina, 
clariffimifque caeteris virtutibus, dum viveret, 
juvenis egregius. 

HImerides nymphae (nam vos & Daphnin & Hylan, 
£t plorata diu meminiflis fata Bionis) 
Dicite Sicelicum Thamefiaa per oppida carmen : 
Quas mifer effudit voces, qua^ murmura Thyrfis, 
£t quibus afliduis exercuit antra querelis, j 

Fluminaque, fontefque vagos, nemorumque receflus, 
Dum iibi prxreptum queritur Damona, neque altam 
Luftibas exeroit no£tem loca Tola pererrans. 
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Et jam bis viridi furgebat culmus arifta, 
Et lotidem flavas numerabant horrea meffes, !• 

Ex quo fumma dies tulerat Damona fob umbras 
Nee dum aderat Thyrfis ; paftorem fcilicet ilium 
Dulcis amor Mufa Thufca retinebat in urbe. 
Aft ubi mens expleta domum, pecorifque relifti 
Cora vocat, fimul affueta feditque fub ulmo, 15 

Turn vero amifium turn denique fentit amicum, 
Ccepit & immenfum fie exonerare dolorem. 

Ite domum impafti, domino jam non vacat, agni. 
Hei mihi 1 quas terris, quas dicam numina coelo, 
Poflquam te immiti rapuerunt funere Damon I 2a 
Sicciue nos linquis, tua fie fine nomine virtus 
Iblt, & obfcnrM r.cnicro fccisbitur u.mbri; ? 
At non ille, animas virga qui dividit aurea, 
Ifta velit, dignumque tui te ducat in agmen» 
Ignavumque procol pecus arceat omne filentum. 25 
Ite domum impafti, domino jam non vacat, agni. 
Quicqoid erit, certe nifi me lupus ante videbit, 
Indeplorato non comminuere fepulchro, 
Conftabitque tuus tibi honos, longumque vigebit. 
Inter paflores : illi tibi vota fecundo 30 

Solvere poft Daphnin poft Daphnin dicere laudes 
Qaudebunty dum rura Pales, dum Faunus amabit : 
Si quid id eft, prifcamque fidem coluifl!e, piumque, 
Palladiafque artes, fociumque habuifie canorum. 

Ite domum impafti, domino jam non vacat, agni. 3$ 
Haec tibi certa manent, tibi eronthsc prsemia Damon« 
At mihi quid tandem fiet mod6 ? quis mihi fidus 
Hserebit lateri comes, ut tu fsepe folebas 
Frigoribos duris, & per loca foeta pruinis, 
Aut rapido fub fi^le, fiti morientibus herbis ? 40 

Sive opus in magnos fuit eminus ire leones, 
Aut avidos tcrrere lupos praefepibus altis \ 
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Quis fando fopire diem, cantuqac Iblebit ? 

he domum inipalli, domino jam son vacat, agni. 
Pcdlora cui credam ? quis xne lenire docebit 45 

Mordaces curas, quis longam fkMcre noftem 
Dukibus ailoquiisy grate cdm fibilat igni 
Mollc pyrum, & nucibus ftrepitat focus, at malus aniler 
Mifcct cunda foris, Sc dcfoper intonat almo ? 

Ite dcmum impaili, domino jam non vacat, agni. 50 
Aut xllatf » dies medio dum vertitar axe, . 
Cum Paa arfcuLa fomnum capit abditus ombrl, 
£t repetunt Tub aquis fibi notafediiia nymphac, 
Pailcrefque latent, dertit fub fepe coloniis, 
Quis mihi blanditiaique teas, quis torn mibi rifas 5J 
Cccroniofane f^gJ r:f::::, C'uUvM|tte iepcres f 

Ite domum impafti, domino jam non vacat, agai. 
At jam folus agros, jam pafcoa folos obcrro^ 
Sicubi ramofae denfantur vallibus umbf», • 
Hie ferum expedo, fupra caput imber & Euros 60 
Triftc fonant, fradxque agitata crepuicula fylvae, 

Ite domum impalii, domiuo jam non vacat, agni* 
Hcu quam culta mihi prius arva procacibus hex bis 
Involvuntur, & ipfa fitu feges aha fatifcit I 
Innuba neglcfto marcefcit & uva racemo, 65 

Nee myrteta juvant ; ovium quoque txdet, at ill* 
Mcerent, inquc fuum convertimt ora magiftrum. 

Ite domum impafli, domino jam non vacat, agni. 
Tityrus ad corylos vocat, Aiphefiboeus ad ornos. 
Ad falices Aegon, ad flumina pulcher Amyntas, 70 
Hie gelidi fonte«, hie illita gramina mofco. 
Hie Zephyri, hie plaeidas interflrepit arbutus undas; 
Ifta eanunt furdo, frutices ego nadus abibam. 

Ite domum impafti, domino jam non vacat, agni. 
Mopfus ad ha:e, nam me redeuntem forte notarat, 75 
(Et callebat avium linguas, & fidera Mopfus) 
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Thyrfi quid hoc ? dixit, quae te coqait improba bilis ? 
Aut te perdit amOr, aat \e male fafcinat aftrum» 
Saturni grave faepe fuit paftoribus aftram, 
Intimaque obliquo figit praecordia plumbo. 80 

ite domum impafti, domino jam non vacat, agni. 
Mirantur nymphae. & quid de te Thyrfi futurum eft ? 
Quid tibi vis ? aiunt, non hacc folet eiTe javentas 
Nubila frons, oculique traces, voltufque feveri. 
Ilia choros, lufufque leves, & Temper amorem 85 
Jure petit, bis ille mifer qui feras amavit. 

Ite domum impafti, domino jam non vacat, agni, 
Venit Hyas, Dryopeque, & filia Baucidis Aegle 
Dofta modos, citharacque fciens, fed perdita faftu, 
Venit Idumanii Chloris vicina fluenti ; 90 

Nil me blahditiae, nil me folantia verba. 
Nil me, fi quid adeft, movet, aut fpes nlla futari. 

Ite domum impafti, domino jam non vacat, agni. 
Hei mihi quam fimiles ludunt per prata juvenci, 
Omnes unanimi fecum fibi lege fodales, 95 

Nee magis Jiunc alio quifquam fecernit amicum 
De grege, fie denfi veniunt ad pabula thoes, 
Inque vicera hirfuti paribus junguntur onagri; 
Lex eadem pelagi, deferto in littore Proteus 
Agmina phocarum numerat, vilifque volucrum 100 
PaiTer ha bet Temper quicum fit, & omnia circnm 
Farra libens volitet, ferd fua tefta revifens, ' 
Quern fi fors letho objecit, fua milvus adunco 
Fata tulit roftro, feu ftravit arundine fofTor, 
Protinus ille alium focio'^fetit inde volatu. 105 

Nos durum genus, Sc diris exercita fatis 
Gens homines aliena animis, & pedore difcors, 
Vix fibi quifque parem de millibus invenit unum, 
Aut fi fors dederit tandem non afpera votis, 
Ilium inopina dies qua non fpcraveris hora no 
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Sarripit, xteraum linqnens in fsecala daoinam. 

Ite domum impaiU, domino jam non vacat, agni, 
Heu qnis me ignotas traxit vagas error in orat 
Ire per aereas rupes. Alpemque nivofam ! 
Ecquid erat tanti Romam vidiiTe fepulcam, i ic 

(Quamvis ilia foret, qoalem dum viferet olim. 
Tityrtts ipfe fuas & qves Sc run reliqnit ;) 
Ut te cam daici poflem caraiile fodale, 
PoiTem tot maria alta* tot interponere montes. 
Tot fylvas, tot faxa tibi, fluviofqae fonantes ! 120 
Ah ccrte extremum licuifTet tangere dextram ; 
£t bene compofitos placide morientis ocellos, 
£t dixifTc vale» noflri memor ibis ad aftra. 

Ite domum impafli» domino jam non vacat, agni. 
Quamqoam etiam veflri nnnquam meminifle pigebit, 
Pailores Thufci, Mufis operata joventos, 1 25 

Hie Charis, atque Lepos ; ^Thufcns taquoqneDamon» 
Antiqua genus nnde pctis Lucumonis ab urbe, 
O ego quantus eram, gelidi cum ftratus ad Ami 
Murmura, populeumque nemus, qua mollior herba, 1 30 
Carpere nunc violas, nunc fummas carpere myrtos, 
£t potui Lycidx certantem audire Menalcam. 
Ipfe etiam tentare aufus fum, nee puto multiim 
Difplicui, nam funt & apud me munera veflra 
Fifcelise, calathique, & cerea vincla cicutse, j^e 

Quin Sc noftra fuas docuerunt nomina fagos 
£t Datisy & Francinu?, erant & vocibus ambo 
£t fludiis nod, Lydorum fanguinis ambo. 

Ite domum impadi, domino jam non vacat, agni. 
Haec mihi tum laeto diftabat rofcida luna^ 1^0 

Dum folus teneros claudebam cratibus boedos. 
Ah quoties'dixi, cum te cinis ater habebat, 
I^unc canit, aut lepori nunc tendit retia Damon» 
Vimiaa nunc texit, varlos fibi quod fit in ufus ! 
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Et quae turn facili fperabam mentc futura 145 

Arripui voto levis, & prefentia finxi, 
Heus bone numquid agis ? niii te quid forte retardat, 
Imus ? & arguta paulum recubamus in umbra, 
Aut ad aquas Colni, aut ubi jugera Caffibelauni! 
Tu mihi percnrres medicos, tua gramina, fuccos, 1 50 
Helleborumque, humilefque<crocos, foliumquehyacinthi, 
Quafque habet ifta palus herbas, artefque medentum. 
Ah pereant herbx, pereant artefque medentum, 
Gramina, poftquam ipfi nil profecere magiftro. 
Ipfe etiam, nam nefcio quid mihi grande fonabat 15 j 
Fiflula, ab undecima jam lux eil altera nofte, 
Et tum forte novis admoram labra cicutis, 
Diffiluerc tamen rupta compage, nee ultra 
Ferre graves potuere fonos, dubito quoque ne fim 
Turgidulus, tamen & referam, vos cedite fylvse. 160 

Ite domum impafti, domino jam non vacat, ^gni. 
Ipfe ego Dardanias Rutupina per aequora puppes 
Dicam, 8c Pandrafidos regnum vetus Inogenix, 
BrennumqueArvigarumqueduceSjprifcumqueBelinum, 
Et tandem Armoricos Britonum fub lege colonos; 165 
Tum gravidam Arturo fataJi fraude logernen^^ 
Mendaces vultus, aflumptaque Gorlois arma, 
Merlini dolus. O mihi tum fi vita fuperfit, 
Tu procul annofa pendebis fiftula pinu 
Multum oblita mihi, aut patriis mutata Camcenis 170 
Brittonicum ilrides, quid enim ? omnia non licet uni 
Non fperafTe uni licet omnia, mi fatis ampla 
Merces, & mihi grande decus (fim ignotus in aevum 
Tum licet, externo penitufque inglorius orbi) 
Si me flava comas legat Ufa, 8c potor Alauni, i^r 
Vorticibufque frequens Abra, & nemus omne Treantae* 
£t Thamcfis meus ante omnes, & fufca metallis 
Tamara, ^ extremis me diicant Orcades undis. 
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Ite domum impafti, domino jam non vacat, agnL 
Hxc tibi fervabam lenta fab cortice lauri, 189 

Hbc, ic plnra fimoU tam qae oiihi pocala Manfas^ 
Manfus Chalcidicae non ultima gloria ripae, 
Bina dedit» minim artis opus, mirandas & ipfe, 
£t circum gemino caelaverat argomento : 
In medio rubri maris anda, Sc odoriferam ver, 185 
Littora longa Arabum, k fudantes balfaima fylvs. 
Has inter Phcenix divina avis, Qnica terris 
Cxruleikm fulgens diverficoloribus alis 
Auroram vltreis fargentem refpicit undis. 
Parte aliapoJus omnipatens, & magnus Olympus, 190 
Quis putet? hicquoqncAmor,pi6l3equein nubepharctrx, 
Arma corufca faces, 8e fpicula tinfla pyropo ; 
Nee tcnucs animas, peftufque ignobile vulgi 
Hinc ferit, at circum flamrnantia lumina torquens 
Semper in eredtum fpargit fua tela per orbes 195 

Impiger, & pronos nunquam coliimat ad idus, 
Hinc mentes ardcrc iacrae, formaeque deorum. 

Tu qaoquc in his, nee me fallit fpes lubrica, Damon, 
Tu quoque in his certc es, nam quo tua dulcis abiret 
Sandaqae iimplicitas, nam quo tua Candida virtus ? 200 
Nee te Lethaeo fas quoefivifle fub orco. 
Nee tibi conveniunt lacryma:, nee flebimus ultra, 
Jte procul lacrymae, purum colit cethera Damon, 
^thera purus habet, pluvium pede reppulit arcum ; 
Heroumque animas inter, divofque pcrennes, 2D5 

jEthereos hanrit latices 8c gaudia potat 
Ore facro. Quin tu cceli poft jura recepta 
Dexter ades, placidufque fave quicunque vocaris. 
Sea tu nofter eris Damon, five a:quior audis 
Diodatus^ quo te divino nomine cundli 210 

Ccelicolse norint, fylvifquc vocabere Damon. 
Quod tibi purpureus pudor, & fine labe juventus 
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Grata fuit, qu6d nulla tori libata voluptas. 

En eciam tibi virginei fervantur honores ; 

Ipfe caput nitidum cindus rutilante corona, 215 

Laetaque frondentis geflans umbracula palmee 

Sternum parages immortales hymenajos ; 

Cantus ubi, choreifque furit lyra miHa beatis, 

Fefta Sionaeo bacchantur & Orgia thyrfo. 



Jan. 23. 1646. 

Jkd JoANNEM RousiUM Oxonieiifis Academiae 
Bibliothecariura. 

Dc libro Poematum ami/To, quern ille fibi denuo mitti 
poftulabat, ut cum aliis noftris in BiWiotheca publica 
' reponeret. Ode. 

Strophe i. 

GEmelle cultu fimplici gaudens liber, 
Fronde licet gemina, 
Mttnditieque nitens non operos^, 
<Quam manus attulit 

Juvcnifis olini, 5 

Sedula tamen baud nimii poetac ; 
Dam vagus Aufonias nunc per umbras. 
Nunc Britanoica per vireta lufit 
Infons populi, barbitoque devius 
Indulfit patrio, mox itidem pe£tine Daunio ic 

Longinqaum intonuit melos 
Vicinis, & humum vix tetigit pede ; 

Antiftrophe. 
Qais te parve liber, quis te fratribua 
Subduxit reliquis dolof 
Camtu mi/Tus ab urbe, ic 

CL 
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D06I0 jugiter obfecrante amico, 

Illuftre teadebas iter 

Thameiis ad incunabula 

Cacrulei patris. 

Pontes ubi liropidi 29 

Aonidutn, thyafufque facer 

Orbi notus per immenfos 

Temporum lapfus redeunte Ccclo, 

Cekberque futurus in xvum ; 

Strophe 2. 

Mod6 quis deus, aut editus deo aj 

Pridinam gentis miferatas indolem 

(Si fatis noxas luimus priores» 

Mollique luxu degener otium) 

Tollat nefandos civium tumultus, 

Almaque revocet fludia fandus, jO 

Et relegatas fine fede Mufas 

Jam pene totis finibus Angligenum; 

Immundarque volucres 

Unguibus imminentes 

Figat Apollinea pharetra, me 

Phineamque abigat jycftem procul amne Pegafeo* 

Antiflrophe. 

Quin tu, libelle, nuntii licet mala 

Fide, vel ofcitantia 

Semel erraveris agmine fratrum, 

Seu quis te teneat fpecus, ^ 

Seu qua te latebra, forfan unde vili 

Callo tereris inflitoris infulii, 

Laetare felix, en iterum tibi 

Spes nova fulget pofle profundam 

Fugere Lethen, vehique fuperam ^j 

In Jovis aulam remige penna ; 
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Strophe j. 
Nam t9 Rouiias fui 
Optat peculi, numer6qtie juflo 
Sibi pollicitum queritur abefle, , 
Rogatque venias ille cujus inclyta 50 

Sunt data virgin monumenta curs : 
Teque adytis etiam racri,s 
Voluit reponi, quibus & ipfe praeiidet 
^ternorum operum cuftos fidelis, 
Quasftorijue gazse nobilioris, 5 5 

Quam cai praefuit Ion 
Clarus Erechtheides 
Opulenta dei per templa parentis, 
Fulvofque tripodas, donaque Delphica, 
Jon A^aea genitus Creusa. 6% 

AntiHrophe. 
Ergo tu vifere lucos 
Mufarum ibis amcenos, 
Diamque Phoebi rurfus ibis in domaniy 
Oxonia quam valle colit * • 

Delo poflhabita, 65 

Bifidoque Parnaffi jugo: 
Ibis honeilus, 

Poftquam egregiam tu quoque forlem 
Naftus abis, dextri prece foUicitatus amici. 
TUic legcris inter aha nomina ^^ 

Authorum, Graias iimul & Latinae 
Antiqua gentis lumina, & verum decus. 

Epodos. 
Vos tandem baud vacui mei labores, 
Quicquid hoc fterile fudit ingenium. 
Jam fer5 placidam fperare jubeo 7^ 

Perfundam invidia requiem, fedefque beatas 
Q»as bonus Hermes 

0.2 
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£t tutela dabit folers Roiifi, 

Quo neqae lingaa procax vulgi penetrabit, atque longe 

Turba legentum prava faceflet ; go 

At ultimi nepotesy 

Et cordatior aetas 

Judicia rebus a:quiora forfitan 

Adhibebit integro finu. 

Turn livorc fepulto, 8j 

Si quid meremur Tana poileritas fciet 

Roiifio favcnte. 

Ode tribus conftat Strophis^totidlmqiie Antiftrophis, 
ana demum Epodo claufisy quas, tametfi omnes nee ver- 
fuum numero, nee certis ubique colis exade refponde- 
ant, ita tamen fecoimus, commode legendi pod lis, qoam 
adantiquosconcinendimodosrationem fpe^huites. Ali- 
oquin hoc genus rediiis fortafle dici monoftrophlcom 
debuerat. Metra partim funt uarot ^x^ffif, partim «W 
>.i\viJit*a. Phaleucia qua funt, Spondaeum tertio loco 
bis admittunt, quod idem in fecundo loco Catullus ad 
libitum fecit. 

Ad Christinam Suecorutn Reginam nomine 
Cromwelli *. 

BEliipotens Virgo, feptem Regina, Trionum, 
ChriHina, Ardoi lucida i^ella poli, 
Cernis quas merui dura fub caflide rugas, 
Utque fenex armis impiger ora tero ; - 
Invia fatorum dum per veitigia nitor, r 

Exequor et populi fortia juffa manu. 
Aft tibi fubmittit frontem reverentior umbra ; 
Nee funt hi vultus Regibus ufque truces. 

n * Thcfe verfes were fent to Chriftina Queen of Sweden with 
Cromwell's pifture, and are by feme afcribed to Andrew Marvel as 
fey others to Milton : but I ftiould rather think they were Milton'* 
feeing more within his province as Latin fecretary. Newton* 
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EDUCATION. 

TO 

Mn SAMtJEL HART LIB. 
Written about the Year 1650. 



Mr. H A R T L I B, 

I Am long fince perfuadedi that to fayt or do 
ought worth memory and imitation, lio pur* 
pofe or refped (houid foon«r move us, than 
fimpfy the love of God, and of mankind. Nevcr- 
thclefs to write now the reforming of education^ 
tho' it be one of the greateil and noblefl: defigns 
that can be thought on, and for the want whereof 
this nation perifhes, I had not yet at this time 
been induced, but by your earned intreaties and 
ferious conjuremems ; as having my mind for the 
prefent half diverted m the purfuance of fome 
other aflfertions, the knowledge and the ufe of 
which cannot but be a .great furtherance both to 
the enlargement of truth, and honeft living, with 
much more peace* Nor (hould the laws of any 
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^'.vizc friencifhip have prcraird with me to divide 
:- :s, cr cnnlpcte rr.j tanner chouglits> but that I 
ice thotSe lima* thofe ai^ions wbich have won j^ 
«.::h me the cftsem of a perfcn iene hither br feme 
jrod pro^iJcncc from a far countnr» to be the 
ccciilon an J incircrncrtt cf ^rcat gootl Co this ifiamL 
s\r J, as I hear, you ha'.e obtain'd the fame repure 
v.\th rren of mcft approved wiiiiom, and lb me of 
Y Jr.t:\ authcriiv among us. Not to mention tbe 
L*«med crrrefpocdeace which you hold in Ibreigi 
par», and the extraordinary pains 2nd dH'gence 
v^hich you have us'd in this matter both here, 
and beyond the feas ; either by the definite will 
vf God fo ruling, or the peculiar fway of nature, 
VI hich alio it God*s vrorkirg. Neither can I think 
that, fo reputed, and Co valued is you are^ yoa 
would, to the forfeit of your own difceming 
ability, impoie upon me an unfit and over- 
p^^nderous argument, but that the fatisfa^on 
v/h:ch you profcfs to have receiv'd from thofe in- 
cidental difcourfes which we have wander*d into, 
ha:h preft and almoft condrain'd you into a per- 
iuafion that what you require firom me in this 
point, I neither ought, nor can in coniciencc de- 
fer beyond this time both of fo much need at once, 
and fo much opportunity to try what God hath 
dftcrmin'd. I wiH not refift therefore, whatever 
It is, oiiher of divine or human obh'gement, that 
voti lay upon me ; but will forthwith (et down in 
writing, ns you requeft mc, that voluntary idea 
which hath long in filence presented- itfelf to me, 
of a better education, in extent and comprehen- 
fion far more large, and yet of time far fliorter, 
and of iittairmcnt far more certain, than hath been 
yet in pradlicc. Brief I (hall endeavour to be;, 
for that which I have to fay, affuredly this nation 
hath extreme need fhould be done fooner than 

fpoken. 



Of E D U C A T I O l^f. 345 

fpoken. To tell you therefore what I have be- 
nefited herein among old renowned authors, I 
fliall fparc ; and to fearch what many modern 
Januad and Didactics, more than ever I (hall 
read', have projefted, my mclination leads me not. 
But if you- can accept of thefe few obfcrvations 
which have flowered off, and are, as it were, 
tfee burnifhing of many ftudious and contemplative 
years, altogether fpent in the fearch of religious 
and civil knowledge, and fuch as plisas'd you fo 
well in the relating, I here give you them to 
difpofe of. 

The end then of learning iis to repair the riiins 
of our firft parents, by regaining to know God 
aright, and out of that knowledge to love him, 
ro imitate him, to be like him, as we may the 
neareft by poffefling our fouls of true virtuej which 
being united to the heavenly grace of faith makes 
up the higheft perfeiSion. But becaufe our under- 
ftanding cannot in this body found itfelf but on 
fenfible things, nor arrive fo clearly to the know- 
ledge of God and things invifible, as by oitlerly 
conning over the vifible and inferior creature, the 
fame method is neceffarily to be followed in all 
difcreet teaching. And feeing every nation affords 
not experience and tradition enough for all kinds 
of learning, therefore we are chiefly taught the 
languages of thofe people who have at any time 
been moft induftrious after wifdom ; fo that lan-^ 
guage IS but the inftrument conveying to us things 
ufeful to be known. And tho* a linguift fhould* 
pride himfelf to have all the tongues that Babel 
cleft the world into, yet, if he had not ftudied 
the folid things in them as well as the words and 
lexicons, he were nothing fo much to be efteem'd' 
a learned man, as any yeoman or tradefman' 
competently wife in his mother di«Llei&. wcXs. 
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I^lence appear the many miftakes which have 
n.ade learning generally fo unpleafing and fo un- 
fuccefsfuli firft we do amifs to ipend feven or 
eight years merely in fcraping together (b much 
miferable Latin and Greek, as might be learnt 
otherwife eafily and delightfully in one year. And 
that which calls our proficiency therein fo much 
behind, is our time loft partly in too oft idle va- 
cancies given both to fchools and uni/erfities, 
partly in a prepofterous exa^on, forcing the 
empty wits of children to compofe themes, verfes 
and orations, which are the a£b of ripeft judg- 
ment, and the final work of a head fiU'd, by long 
reading and obferving, with elegant maxims, and 
copious invention. Thefe are not matters to be 
wrung from poor Oriplings, like blood out of the 
nofe, or the plucking of untimely fruit : befides the 
ill habit which they get of wretched barbarizing 
againft the Latin and Greek Idiom, with their un- 
tutored Anglicifms, odious to be read, yet not to 
be avoided without a well-continu'd and judicious 
converting among pure authors digefted, which 
they fcarce taftc 5 whereas^ if after iome prepara- 
tory grounds of fpeech by their certain forms got 
into memory, thev were led to the praxis thereof 
in fome chofen mort book leilen'd throughly to 
them, they might then forthwith proceed to learn 
the fubftance of good things, and arts in due 
order, which would bring the whole language 
quickly into their power. This I take to be the 
mod rational and moft profitable way of learning 
languages, and whereby we may beft hope to give 
account to God of our youth fpent herein. And 
for the ufual method of teaching arts, I deem it 
to be an old error of univerfities not yet well re- 
cover'd from the fcholaftic groflhefs of barbarous 
ages, that inftead of beginning with arts moft 
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cafy, (and tbofe be fuch as are moft obvteus to 
the fenfe,) they prcfent their young unmatricalated 
novices at firft coming with the intelle6tive ab- 
ftraftions of logkrk ami metaphyficks : fo that they 
having but newly left thofe grammatrck flats and 
fhallows where they ftuck unreafonably, to karn 
a few words' with lamentable conftrwftion, and 
now on the fudden tranfported under another cli- 
mate to be toft and lurmoil'd with their unballafted 
wits in fathomlefs and unquiet deeps of eontro- 
verfy, do for th^ moft part grow into hatred and 
contempt of learning, mock'd and deluded all 
this while with ragged notions and babblements, 
while they expedted worthy and delightful know- 
ledge; till poverty or youthful years call them 
importunately their feveral ways, and haften them 
with the fway of friends, either to an ambitious of 
mercenary, or ignorantly zealous divinity: fome 
allur'd to the trade of law, grounding their pur- 
pofes not on the prudent and heavenly contempla- 
tk>n of juftice and equity, which was never taught 
them, but on the promiftng and pleafmg thoughts 
of litigious terms, , fat contentions, and flowing 
fees; others betake them to ftate affairs, with 
fouls fo unprincipled in virtue, and true gene- 
rous breeding, that flattery and court-fhifts, and 
tyrannous aphorifms appear to them the higheflr 
points of wifdom; inftillin^ their barren hearts 
with a confcientious fliavery, if, as I rathtr think, 
k be not feign'd: others, laftly, of a more delicious 
and airy fpirit, retire themfelves, knowing no- 
better, to the enjoyments of eafe and luxury, 
living out their days in feaft and jollity; whichr 
indeed is the wifeft and the fafeft courfe of alt 
thefe, unlefs they were with more- integrity un- 
dertaken. And thefe are the fruits of mifpending 
our prime youth at the fchools and Uialv^'tCvx.vRs. i>a> 
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v.*c do, either, in learning mere words, or fuch 
things chiefly as were better unlearnt. 

1 (hall detain you no longer in the demonftration 
of what we (hould not do, but ftrait condu(9 yoa 
to a hill- fide, where I will point ye out the right 
path of a virtuous and noble education ; laborious 
indeed at the firft afcent, but elfe fo fmooth, fo 
green, fo full of goodly profped, and melodious 
founds on every fide, that the harp of Orpheus 
was not more charming. I doubt not but ye fhali 
have more ado to drive our dulleft and lazieft youtlr, 
our flocks and flubs, from the infinite defire of 
fuch a happy nurture, than we have now to hale 
and drag our choiccft and hopefuUeft wits to that 
afinine feaft of fowthiftles and brambles which is 
commonly fet before them, as all the food and 
entertainment of their tendercft and moft docile age. 
I call therefore a complete and generous education 
that which fits a man to perform juilly^ fkilfully 
and magnanimoufly, all the offices, both private 
and publick, of peace and war. And how all this 
may be done between twelve and one and twenty, 
lefs time than is now befiow'd in pure trifling at 
grammar and (bphiftry, is to be thus order*d. 

Firft, to find out a fpacious houfe, and ground 
about it, fit for an Academy, and big enough to 
lodge an hundred and fifty perfons, whereof twenty 
or thereabouts may be attendants, all under the 
government of one, who £haJl be thought of de- 
fert fufficient, and ability either to do all, or wifely 
to direft, and overfee it done. This place (hould 
be at onc^ both fchool and univerfity, not needing- 
a remove to any other houfe of fcholarflbip, except 
it be fome peculiar college of law, or phyfick, 
where they mean to be practitioners ; but as for 
thofe general ftudies which take up all our time 
from Lilly to the commencing^ as they term i«y 
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matter of arts, it fliould be abfolute. After this 
pattern, as many edifices may be converted to this 
ufe, as (hall be needful in every city throughout 
this land, which would tend much to the increafe 
of learning and civility every where. This number, 
lefs or mote thus colledted, to the convenience of 
a foot company, or interchangeably two troops of 
cavalry, fhould divide their day's work into three 
parts, as it lies orderly : their ftudies, their cxercife^ 
and their diet. 

For their ftudies^, firft they fhould begin with 
the chief and neceflary rules of fome good gram- 
mar, either that now us'd, or any better: and 
while this h doing, their fpeech is to be fafhion'd 
to a dittincSl and clear pronunciation, as near as 
may be to the Italian, efpecially in the vowels. 
For we Englifhmen being far northerly, do not 
open our mouths in the cold air, wide enough to 
grace a fouthern tongue; but are obferv'd by aH 
other nations to fpeak exceeding cl ofe and inward: 
fb that ta foiatter Latin with an Endifh mouth, is 
as ill a hearing as^ Law- French. Next to make 
them expert in the ufefulleft points of grammar, 
and withal to feafon them, and* win them early to 
the love of virtue and true labor, ere any flattering 
feducement, or vaifl principle feize them wandringi 
fome eafy and delightful book of education fhould 
be read to them j whereof the Greeks^ have ftorej 
as Cebes, Plutarch, and other Socratic difcourfes. 
But in Latin we have none of claffic authority 
extant, except the two or three firfl books of 
Qiu'ntilian, and fome feleft pieces dfewhere. But 
here the main, fkill and ground -work will be, to 
temper them fuch letSures and explanations upon 
every opportunity, as may lead and draw them in 
willing obedience, inflam'd with the ftudy of 
learning, 'and the admiratioa.of NV[\»a*f *^^^ ^'^ 



^^c^ 
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with high hopes 61 living to be brave men, and 
worthy patriots, dear to God, and famous to all 
ages, and that they may defpife and fcorn all their 
childifh and ill-Uught qualities, to delight in manly 
and liberal exercifes, which he who hath the art 
and proper eloquence to catch them with, what 
with mild and dfedual perfuafions, and that with 
the intimation of fome fear, if need be, but chiefly 
by his own example, might in a fhort fpace gain 
them to an incredible diligence and courage; inr 
fufing into their young breafts fuch an ingenuous 
and noble ardor, as would not fail to make many 
of them renowned and matchlefs men. At the 
fame time, fome other hour of the day, might be 
taught them the rules of arithmetick, and foon 
after the elements of geometry even playing, as the 
old manner was. After evening-repafts, till bed- 
time, their thoughts will be beft taken up in the 
eafy grounds of religion, and the ftory of Scripture. 
The next ftep would be to the Authors of Agri- 
culture, Cato, Varro, and Columella; for the 
matter is moft eafy, and if the hnguage be diffi- 
cult, fo much the better, it is not a difficulty above 
their years : and here will be an occafion of in-» 
citing and enabling them hereafter to improve the 
tillage of their country, to recover the bad foil, 
and to remedy the vvafte that is made of good ; 
for this was one of Hercules's praifes. Ere half 
thefe authors be read (which will foon be wiih 
plying hard and daily) they cannot choofe but be 
matters of an ordinary profc. So that it will be 
then fcafonable for them to learn in any modern 
author, the ufe of the globes, and all the maps ; 
firft with the old names, and then with tWb new : 
Or they might be then capable .to read any compen-r 
dious method of natural philofophy. And at the 
fame time might they be entering into the Greek 
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tongue^ after the fame manner as was before prer 
fcrib'd in the Latin; whereby the difficulties of 
Grammar being foon overcome, all the hiftorical 
phyfiology of Ariftotle and Tbeophraftus are open 
before thetn, and, as I may fay, under contribu- 
tion. The like accefs will be to Vitruvius, to 
Seneca's natural queftions, to Mela, Celfus, Pliny, 
or Solinus. And having thus paft the principles 
of arithmetick, geometry, aftrbnomy, and geogra- 
phy, with a general compad of phyficks, they 
may defcend in mathematicks to the inftrumental 
fcience of trigonometry, and from thence to for- 
tification, architefElure, enginry, or navigation* 
And in natural philofophy they may proceed 
leifurely from the hiftory of meteors, minerals, 
plants and living creatures, as far as anatomy* 
Then alfo in courfe might be read to them out of 
fome not tedious writer the inftitution of phyfick ^ 
that they may know the tempers, the liumors» the 
leafons, and how to manage a crudity : which he 
who can wifely and timely do, is not only a great 
phyfician tohimfelf, and to his friendr, but alfa 
may at fome time or other fave an army by this 
frugal and expenfelefs means only ; and. not let the 
healthy and (lout bodies of young men rot away 
under him for want of this difcipline -, which is a 
great pity and no lefs a (bame to the commander. 
To fet forward all thefe proceedings in nature and 
mathematicks, what hinders, but that they may 
procure as oft as fhali be needfui, the helpful ex- 
periences of hunters, fowlers, fiihermen, fhep* 
herds, gardeners, apothecaries ; and in the other 
fciences, architcds, engineers, mariners, anato- 
miftsj who doubtlefs would be ready, fome for 
reward, and fome to favor fuch a hopefuF feminary ? 
And this will give them fuch a real tinfture of na- 
tural knowledge^ as they {hall never foc^i^t^ V^\^ 
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daily augment with delight. Then al/b ihofe 
poets which are now counted moft hard, will be 
both facile and pleafant, Orpheus, Heiiod, The- 
ocritus, Aratus, Nicander, Oppian, Dionyfius; 
and in Latin, Lucretius, Manilius, and the rural 
part of Virgil. 

By this time, years and good general precepts 
will have furnilh'd them more diitindly with that 
ad of reafon which in Ethics is called Proairefis; 
that they may with fome judgment contemplate 
upon moral good and evil. Then will be required 
a fpccial reinforcement of conltant and found en- 
dodlrinating to fet them ridit and firm, in&ru&mz 
them more amply in the knowledge of virtue ana 
the hatred of vice: while their young and pliant 
afFe<£lions are led thro' all the moral works of 
Plato, Xenophon, Cicero, Plutarch, Laertius, and 
thofe Locrian remnants; but ftill to be reduced' 
in their night- ward lludies, wherewith they clofe 
the day's work, under the determinate fcntence of 
David or Solomon, or the evangelifts and apoftollc 
ftripturcs. Being peifeft in the knowledge of 
pcrfonal duty, they may then begin the ftudy of 
oeconomics. And either nt)w, or before this, they 
may have eafily learnt at any odd hour the Italian- 
tongue. And Toon after, but with wearinefs and* 
good antidote, it would be wholefome enoug;h to 
let them tafte feme choice comedies, Greek, tLatin, 
or Italian : thofe tragedies alfo that treat of houf- 
hold matters, as Trachiniar, Alceftis and the like. 
The next remove muft be to the ftudy of politics ; 
to know the beginning, end, and reafons of po- 
litical focietics ; that they mny not in a dangerous 
fit of the common- wealth be fuch poor, fhaken, 
uncertain reeds, of fuch a tottering confcience, 
as many of our great counfellors have lately ihewn 
thcmfclves, but ftedfaft pillars of the ftate. After 
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this they are to dive into the grounds of law, and 
legal juftice; delivcrM firft, and whh beft warrant, 
by Mofes : and as far as human prudence can be 
be trufted, in thofe extoll'd remains ^f Graecian 
law-givers, Lycurgus, Solon, Zaleuchus, Cha- 
rondas; and thence to all the Roman edifts and 
tables, with their Juftinian ; and fo down to the 
Saxon and common laws of England, and the 
ftatutes. Sundays alfo and every evening may be 
now Undcrftandingly fpent in the higheft matters 
of Theology, and church-hiftory ancient and mo* 
dern : and ere this time the Hebrew tongue at a 
fet hour might have been gain'd, that the fcrip* 
tures may be now read in then: own original; 
whereto it would be no impofiibility to add the 
Chaldee, and the Syrian dialed. When all thefe 
employments are well conquered, then will the 
choice hiftories, lieroic poems, and Attic tragedies 
of ftatelieft and moft regal argument with all the 
famous political orations offer themfelves j which 
if they were not only read, but fome of them got 
by memory, and fokmnly pronounc'd with right 
accent and grace, as might be taught, wouM 
endue them even with the fpirit and vigor of Dc- 
mofthenes, or Cicero, Euripides, or Sophodes. 
And now Jaftly will be the time to read with 
them thofe organic arts which enable men to dif- 
courfe and write perfpttuoufly, elegantly, and ac- 
cording to tKc fitteft ftyle of lofty, mean, of lowly. 
Logic therefore, fo much as is ufeful, is to be re- 
ferr'd to this due place, with all her weH-couch'd 
heads and topics, until it be time to open her 
contrafted palm into a graceful and ornate rhetoric, 
taught out of the rules of Plato, Ariftotle, Phale- 
reus, Cicero, Hermogenes, Longinus. To which 
Poetry would be made fubfequent, or indbed ra- 
ther precedent, as being lefs fubtilc and finc^ but 
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more fimple, fenfuous and paffionatc. I mean not 
here the profody of a verfe, which they could not 
but have hit on before among the rudiments of 

Jrammar ; but that fublime art which in Anflotle's 
oetics, in Horace, and the Italian commentaries 
of Caftlevetro, Tailb, Mazzoni, and others, 
teaches what the laws are of a true Epic poem, 
what of a Dramatic, what of a Lyric, what deco- 
rum is, which is the grand mafter-piecc to obferve* 
This would make them foon perceive what defpi* 
cable creatures our common rhymers and play- 
writers be, and Ihew them, what religious, what 
glorious and magnificent ufe might be made of 
poetry both in divine and human things. From 
hence and not till now will be the right feafon of 
forming them to be able writers and compofers ia 
every excellent matter, when they (hall be thus 
fraught with an u'niverfal infight into things. Or 
whether they be to fpeak in Parliament or council, 
honour and attention would be waiting on their 
lips. There would then alfo appear in pulpits 
other vifages, other geftures, and ftuff otherwife 
wrought uian what we now (It uxuler, oft-times 
to as great a trial of our patience as any other 
that they preach to us. Tbefe are the ftudics 
wherein our noble and our gentle youth ought to 
beftow their time in a difciplinary way from twelve 
to one and twenty; unlefs they rely more upon 
their anceftors dead, than upon theitifelves living. 
In which methodical courfe it is fo fupposM they 
muft proceed by the fleddy pace of learning on- 
ward, as at convenient times for memory's hkt 
to retire back into the middle ward, and fometimes 
into the rear of what they have been taught, until 
they have coniirm'd, ana folidly united the whole 
body of their perfeded knowledge, like the laft 
embattelling of a Roman legion. Now will be 

worth 
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worth the feeing what exercifes and recreations 
may beft agree and become thefe fludies. 

Their EXERCISE. 

The courfe of ftudy hitherto briefly defcribM, 199 
what I can guefs by reading, likeft to thofe antient 
and famous ichools of Pythagoras, Plato, Ifocrates, 
Ariftotle, and fuch others, out of which were bred 
tip fuch a number of renowned philofophers, ora- 
tors, hiftorians, poets and princes all over Greece^ 
Italy, and Afia, befides the fiouriihing ftudies 6i 
Cyeue and Alexandria. But herein it mall exceed 
them^ and fupply a defe£l as great as that whidi 
Plato noted in the commonwealth of Sparta; 
whereas chat city trained up their youth moft for 
war, and thefe in their academies And Lycaeumt 
all for the gown, this infiitution of breedings 
which I here delineate, (hall be equally good both 
for peace and war. I'herefore about an hour and 
a half ere they eat at noon fbould be allow'd them 
for exercife, and due reft afterward $ but the dme 
for this may be enlarged at pleafure, according as 
their rifing in the morniflg ihall be early« The 
exercife which I commend firft, is the txiSt ufe of 
their weapon, to guard and to ftrike fafely with 
edge or point} this will keep them healthy, nim- 
ble, ftrongy and well in breath, is alfo the likelieft 
sneans to make them grow large and tall, iind to 
infpire them with a gallant and fearlefs couragey 
which being temper'd with feafonable le&ures uA 
precepts to them of true fortitude and patience, 
will turn into a native and heroic valour, and 
make them hate the cowardife of doin^ wrong. 
They muft be alfo pradis'd in all the locks and 
gripes of wreftlinff, wherein Engltihmen were ^ont 
to exceU jis iieed may often be in fight to tug or 
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grapple, and to dofe. And this perhaps will he 
enough, wherein to prove and heat their fmgle 
ftrength. The interim of unfweating themfelves 
regularly, and convenient reft before meat, may 
both with profit and delight be taken up in recre- 
ating and compofing their travaiPd fpirits with the 
folemn and divine harmonies of mufic heard or 
learnt $ either while the fkiiful organift plies his 
grave and fancied defcant, in lofty fugues, or the 
whole fy mphony with artful and unimaginable 
touches adorn and grace the well-ftudied chords 
of fome choice compofer ; fometimes the Iut«, or 
foft organ-ftop, waiting on elegant voices either to 
religious, material, or civil ditties ; which, if wife 
men and prophets be not extremely out, have 
a great power over difpofitions and manners, to 
fmooth and make them gentle from ruftic harlh- 
nefs and diftemper'd paflions. The like alfo. 
would not be unexpedient after meat to af&fl and 
cheri(h nature in her firft concoction, and fend 
their minds back to ftudy in good tune and fatis^ 
fadion. Where having foltew*i it dofe ander 
vigilant eyes till about two hours before fupper, 
they are by fudden alarm or watch-word, to be 
caird out to their military motions, under flcy or 
covert, according to the feafon, as was the Ro- 
man wont; firft on foot, then as their age permits 
on horfeback, to all the art of cavalry; that hav- 
ing in fport but with much exadnefs, and daily 
mufter, ferv'd out the Rudiments of their foldier- 
fbip in all the (kill of their embattelling, marching, 
encamping, fortifying, befieging, and battering, 
with all the helps of ancient and modern ftrata- 
gems, ta(9icks, and warlike maxims, they may 
as it were out of a long war come forth renown'd 
and perfcft commanders in the fervicc of their 
country. They would not theft, if they were 

tcufted 
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trufted with fair and hopeful armies, fuffer them 
for want of juft and wife difcipline to (hed away 
from about them like fick feathers, tho* they be 
never fo oft fupply'd : they would not fuffer their 
empty and unrecruitible colonels of twenty men in a 
company, to quaffout, or convey into fecriet hoards^ 
the wages of axlelufive lift and a miferable remnant: 
yet in the mean while to be overmafter'd with a 
fcore or two of drunkards, the only foldiery left 
about them, or elfe to comply with all rapines 
and violences. No certainly, if they knew ought 
of that knowledge that belongs to good fnen or 
good governors, they would not fufFer thefe 
things. But to return to our own inftitute, be« 
fides thefe conftant exercifes at home, there is an- 
other opportunity of gaining experience to be won 
from pleafure itfelf abroad. In thofe vernal (eaforts 
of the year, when the air is calm and pleafant, 
it were an injury and fuUennefs againft nature not 
to go out, and fee her riches, and partake in her 
rejoicing with heaven and earth. I (hould not 
therefore be a perfuader to them of fludying muth 
then, after two or three years that they have well 
laid their grounds, but to ride out in companies 
with prudent and ftaid guides, to all the quarters 
of the land ; learning and obferving all places of 
ftrength, all commodities of building and of foil, 
for towns and tillage, harbours and ports for trade: 
ibmetimes taking fea as far as to our navy, to learn 
there alfo what they can in the practical knowledge 
of failing and of fea«fight. Thefe ways would try 
all their peculiar gi^ts of nature ; and if there were 
any fecret excellence among them, would fetch it 
out, and give it fair opportunities to advance itfelf 
by, which could not but mightily redound to the 
good of this nation, and bring into fafliion again 
thofe old admired virtues and excellencies^ with fax 
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more advantage now in this purity of chriftian 
knowledge. Nor ihall we then need the Monfieurs 
of Paris to take our hopeful youth into their flight 
and prodigal cuftodiea, and fend them over back 
again transfonn'd into mimicksy ^les* and kick- 
maws. But if they defire to fee other countries 
at three or four and twenty years of age, not to 
learn principle^ but to enlarge experience and make 
wife obiervation, they will by that time be fuch 
as (hall deferve the regard and honour of all men 
where they pafs, and the fociety and friendihip of 
thofe in all places who are beft and mofl: eminent: 
and perhaps then other nations wUi be glad to vifit 
for their breedings or elfe to imitate us in their own 
country. 

Now laflly for their diet there cannot be much 
to fay, fave only that it would be beft in the fame 
houfe ; for much time elfe would be loft abroad, 
and many ill habits got; and that it (hould be 
plain, healthful, and moderate, I fuppofe is out 
of controverfy. l^hus, Mr. Hartlib, you have a 
general view in writing, as your defire was, of 
that which at feveral times I had difcoursM with 
you concerning the beft and nobleft way of edu« 
cation; not beginning as fome have done from 
the cradle, which yet might be worth many con- 
fiderations, if brevity had not been my fcope : 
many other circumftances alfo I could have men- 
tion'd, but this, to fuch as have the worth in them 
to make trial, for light and direction may be 
enough. Only I believe, that this is not a bow 
for every man to fhoot in that counts himfelf a 
teacher; but will require finews almoft equal to 
tht)fe which Homer gave Ulyfles : yet I am withal 
pcrfuaded that it may prove much more eafy in 
the ciTay, than it now feems at a.diftance, and 
much more illuftrious ; bowbeit not more difficult 

than 
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than I imagine, and that imagination prefents me 
with nothing but very happy and very pofiible g^c- 
cording to heft wifh^s ; if Gfod have (6 decrfecj^ 
and this age have fpirit and capacity enough to 
apprehend. 




GLOSSARY, 

Explaining the antiquated and difficult words in 
Milton's poetical works. 



p. h. Hands f or Tvmixh Loft; P. R./arPandife Regtin'd ; S. A. 
for Sam/on Agoniftcs j P. fir the Poems; «mf S. fir the Soniiea. 
Ibe letters i. ii. iii. &c, dentte the h^oh, ftHoBS, trfoMMett { tbefiffira 
!• a. 3< &€, the verjes. 



TO Ahajhy to pot into confufion, to make afiistoed. 
To AhiJe, P. L. iv. 87. to bear or fapport the conjfeqiieoces 
of a th:ng. 

AhjeSf, contempt.ble, orofnovalue, P. L. ix. 571.; %wthoQt hope 
or regard, S. A. 169. 

AifohveJ, j^folute, P. L. vii« 94. viiL 42 ii 547. finiihedy completed, 
perfeded ; from the Latin aSfolutus, 

jicMntbus, the herb beari«foot. 

Accioiwi, a fhout of praife, acclamation. 

jicquiftf S. A. 1755. theiame as acqaifition ; acquirement^ attain- 
ment, gain. 

To Admit, to commit, ufed in the Latin fcnfe, P. L. viii. 637. 

Adcrn, P. L. viii. 576. an adjective, ALuie fo adorn, &c. finely 
drcfTed. 

Adufif Adufied, burnt up, hot as with fire, fcorched, dried with fire. 

Ad-v'ndt P. L. vi. 674 (a participial adverbial), ad vifediy, deiignedly. 

Afer^ P. L. X. 702. the fouth-wcft wind. 

Affltficdy P. L. i. j86. routed, ruined, utterly broken j in the La- 
tin itn(t of the word. It otberwife fignifies put to pain> grieved, 
tormented. 

Affmnty outrage, contempt, P. R. iii. 161.; open oppofition, en- 
counter, S. A. 531. 

Agape, P. L. V. 357, (an adverb), flaring with the mouth. 

AgLaJi, i)ruck with horror, as at the fight of a fpeclre ^ ftuptfied 
with terror. 

Agoftlftes, an a£^or, a prize-fighter; Gr, Ayuvir^if ludio, lifiiio, 
a£}(>r Jcenkus* 
, AtUkemy, 
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jSIcbmy, P. L. ii, 51 7. the name of that art which is the fublimer 
part of chemifiry, the tranfmutation of metals. *Tis what is cor- 
ruptly pronounced ockamy, u e, any mixed metal. 
jtlpy P. L. ii. 620. S. A. 628. for mountain in general. In the 
ftridt etymology of the word it fignifies a mountain white with 
fnow. It is commonly appropriated to the hijgh mountains which 
feparate Italy from France and Germany. 
j9Itern, P. L. vii. 348. (anadje£live),a£Ung by turns, in fucceflioneach 

to the other. 
To Alterncrte, to perform alternately. Alternatt JbymnSf P. L, v. 656. 

6^'j'Jing by turns, andanf'wer one another, 
Jbnarantf P. L. iii. 353. A/A«p«yIo?, for unfading, that dccayetk 
not ; a flower of a purple velvet colour, which though gathered, 
keeps its beauty, and when all other flowers fade, recovers its luftrc 
by being fprinkled with a little water. 
Ambition, that which adds fewel to the flame of pride, and claps 
fpurs to thcfe furious and inordinate defires that break forth into 
the mod: execrable a£ls to accomplifli mens haughty defigns. Mil- 
ton fligmatizes ambition as a worfe fln than pride, P. h, iv. 40. 
See Pride. A going about with ftudioufnefs and afle^tion to ' 
gain praiic, as the origin of the Latin word imports, S. A. 3147. 
Ambrofia/, partaking of the nature or qualities of ambrofia, the 
imaginary food of the gods, fragrant, delicious^ delectable. Mil- 
ton applies this epithet to the night, P. L, v, 642. 
To Amerce^ P. L. i. 609. to deprive, to forfeit. It properly fig- 
nifles, to muld, to fine } but here it has a ftrange affinity witk 
the Greek a/xsg^A;, to deprive, to take away* 
Amice:, P. R. iv. 427. cloathingj the firft or undermoft part of t 
priefl*s habit, over which he wears the alb \ derived from the 
Latin amicio, to clothe. 
jSmmiral, P. L. i* 294, the fame as Aimirat^ the principal com- 
mander of a fleet. 
.^hionuu Milton feems to ufe this word, P. R, ii. 162* rather 
in the fenfe of the Italian amarofi, which is applied to any thins 
relating to the paffion of love, than in its common Englifh accep- 
tation, in which it generally expreifes fomething of the paffio« 
itfelf. 
Am^hijbana, P. L. x. 524. a ferpent (aid to have a head at botk 
ends ; fo named of a^if\ and ffcuyUf becaufe it went forward 
either way. 
Anarch, P* L. ii. 988. the author of confafion* 
Angelic virtue, P. L. v. 371. an angel. 
To Announce, P. R. iv. 504. to publiih, to proclaim* 
Antaraic, P. L. ix. 79. the fouthern pole, fo called, as oppofitc t# 

the northern. 
Antic, S. A. T325. one that plays antics; he that ufes odd geflicu- 
iation j a buftoon. 

R, Apgtby^ 
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jlpmfy, P. L. ii. 564. not feeling, exemption from paffion : free- 
dom from iDcntal perturbation. 

jlp'^ijlyp, P. L. iv. 2, a revelation, a difcovery. 

To //y^J'» P' L. xii. 401. to fatisfy, to content. 

^Ifpcttnce^ P. L. xi. 619. carnal, fenfual defire. 

To ylf-pcint, S. A. 373. to arraign, to fummon to anfwer. 

ylihirnji, P. L. i. 7^5 a witnefs, a fpeftatrefs. 

AfcbUteve^ P. L. i. 7 1 5. that part of a column, or order of a co- 
lumn, which lies immediately upon the capital^ and Is the lowcft 
member of the entablature. 

Affi'ic, P. L. ii. 710. northern, lying under the Bear. 

AtJor, P. L. V. 249. a perfon ardent or bright, an angel. The 
Latin ard-^r implies fervency, exceeding love, eager deilre, fiery 
nature; all included in the idea of angel, 

^tgefitiy p. L. X. 699. the north-eaft wind. 

To Arretd^ P. L. iv. 961. to decree, to award. 

Afiancey awry. 

^-ilphaltus, P. L. i. 729. bitumen, a pitchy fubftance. 

AJihmay P. L. xi. 488. a frequent, difficult, and fliort reipiratiim, 
joined with a hilling found and a cough. 

To AjUundy to aftonifh, to confound with fear or wonder. 

Athtauiy P. R. i. 487. atheiftic> godlefi. 

Atrophy y P. L. xi. 486. want of nourifliment ; a djfeafe in which 
what is taken at the mouch cannot contribute to the fupport of 
the body. 

Attenty P. R, i* 385. intent, attentive, heedful, regardful, 

Attejif P. R. i. 37. witncfs, teftimony, atteflation. 

To Attuncy P. L. iv. 265. to make any thing mufical. 

Autumn, P. I^. V. 394. for the fruits of autumn. 

Azurn, P. xvi. 893. the fame as Azure, blue, faint blue. 

B 

IBalefuly full of mifeiy, full of grief, forrowful, fad, woful. 

Jandite, P. xvi. 426. a man outlawed. 

Barbaric, P. L. ii. 4. foreign, far-fetched. 

Barbed, bearded, headed. 

Bafe, P. L. ix, ;;6. that part of any ornament which hangs down, 

as houfmg ; from the French bas, low 5 becaufe houfing falls low 

to the ground. 
To Batten, P. xvii. 29. to fatten, or make fat j to feed plentcoully. 
Bcheji, a command, precept, mandate. 
Belated, P. L. i. 783. benighted, out of doors late at night. 
Beldam, P. ii, 46. an old woman ; generally a term of contempt, 
- marking the lafl- degree of old age, with all its faults and miferies. 

From the French belle dame, which of old fignified an old woman* 
EetiediR'ion, well fpeaking, thanks, P. L. viii. 645, P. R. iii, 127.5 

blefling, P. L. xii. 125. 
Beryl, P. L. vi. 756. a precious ftonc of a fea-grecu colour. 
Sefprentf P. xvi. 542. fprinklcd. 
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B^rowfi, P. L. i. 3IT. iv. 631. fprinkled over. 

^evy, P. L. xi. 582. a company, an alTembly j of the Italian beva, 

a covey of partridges. 
Bickering, P. L. vi. 766. fighting, and thence deftroying; from the 

Welch bicre, a conteft, a combat. Mr. Johnfon thinks it meant 

here quivering, playing backward and forward. 
Blartc, or Blank, white, P. L. x. 656. j confufed, crufhcd, difpiritcd, 

fabdued, deprefled, P. L. ix. S90. P. R. ii. 120. 
Bland, P. L. V. 5. ix. 855. 1047. foft, mild, gentle. 
To Blan^, S. A 471. to confufe, to damp, to difpirit. 
Blear, P. xvi, 155. dim, obfcure, or that which makes dimnefs. 
Blithe, gay, airy, merry, joyous, fprightly, mirthful. 
Bolt, the bar of a door, P. L. ii. 877.J lightning, a thunderbolt, 

P. L. vi. 491.; an arrow, P. xvi. 445. 
To Boh, P. xvi. 760. to dart, to fhoot, to fift. Mr. Johnfon thinkt 

it fignifies here to blurt out, or throw out precipitantly. 
Boreas, P. L. "X. 699. the north wind. 
Bcjky, P. xvi. 313. woody; from the Belgian bojcbc, and the Italian 

bofco, a wood. 
Bcurn, P. xvi. 3 1 3. a bound, a limit j from the French borne. 
Brand, P. L. xii. 643. a fword. Brando in Italian too /ignifies a 

fword ; and the reafon of this denomination fecms to be derived 

from hence, becaufe men fought wiUiburntftakes and fire-brands, 

before arms were invented. 
To Breathe, P. L. ii. 244. to fmcll, to throw out the fmell, to ex- 
hale, to fend out as breath. 
To Braid, to plait, to weave, to twift. Braided train, P, L. iv. 349, 

plaited or twifted tail. 
To Br^y, P. L vi. 209. (probably from the Greek &^OLXtii,flrep<>), 

to make an oftenlive or difagreeable noife. It fignilies to make 

any kind of noife, though now it be commonly appropriated to 1 

certain animal. 
Brigandine, S. A. 1 120. a coat of mail. 
To Brim, P. L. iv. 336. P. xvi. 924. to fill to the top. 
Brindedy P. L. vii. 466. P. xvi. 443. ftrcaked, tabby, marked witk 

branches. 
To Brijile, P. L% vi. 82. to cre£l in brifllcs. The Latins exprefi 

thii by the word horrere, taken from the br'iflUng on a wild boar's 

or other animaPs back. Milton has the tx^ifL&i^vkoi borrtnt arnu^ 

P. L. ii. 513. See Horrent. 
Budge, P. xvi. 707. furred, furly, ftlff, formal. 
BulRon, P. L. i. 704, gold or filver in the lump, unwrought, uncoin-* 

ed. Bullion drop, the drofs which arofe from the metal in refining 

it. 
But, P. L. iii. 377. except, unlefs. 
Bnxcm.', is vulgarly underftood for wanton, jolly 5 but it properly 

iignifiei flexible, yielding, obedient, obfequious, as P. L, ii. £42. 

▼. zyo.i and aUb gay^ lively, brlHc, at P. xiii. 24* 
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C^ciaSf P. L. X. 699. the north- weft wind. 

CjUuw, P< L. vii. 430. unfledged, naked, without feathers. 

To Calvcy P. L. vii. 463. to bring forth j from the Belgic word ul- 
vcn, to bring forth. 

Caparifon, P. L. ix. 35. a horfe- cloth, or a fort of cover for a horfei 
which is fpread over his furniture. 

Caravan, P. L. vii. 428. P. R. i. 313. a ^reat convoy of oierchants, 
which meet at certain times and placet, to put themfeJves into a 
condition of defence from thieves, who ride in troops in /everal de- 
fert places upon the road, in Perfia and Tirrky. It is like an ar- 
my, confifting ordinarily of 5 or 600 camels, and near as many 
horfcs, and fometimes more. 

Carbuncle, a jewel (hining in the dark, like a lighted coal or candle. 

To Career, P. L. vi. 756. to run with fwift motion. Careering 
fireiy are lightnings darting out by fits j a metaphor taken fioa 
the running in tilts, fays Dr. Newfn. 

Carol, P. L. xii. 367. a fong of devotion* 

To Carol, P. xvi. 849. to prai(e, to celebrate. 

To Caft, P. L. iii. 634. to con/ider, to contrive, to tarn the thoughts. 

CatapbraBs, S. A. 16 19. men or horfes completely armed ^ from 
na.To^^aa'O'tij armismumo, 

CataraB, P. L. ii. 176. xi. 824. a fidl of water from on high, a 
Aoot of water, a cafcade. 

Catarrh, P. L. xi. 483. a defludiion of iharp ferum from, the glands 
about the head and throat. 

Catci, P. R. ii« 348. viands, food, difh of meat} generally employed 
to fignify nice and luxurious food. 

Cedarn, P. xvi. 990. the fame as cedr'me, of or belonging to the ce* 
dar tree. 

Centaur, P. L. x. 328. the fign Sagittarius, or the Archer, in the 
zodiac. 

Centric, P. L. x. 671. placed in the centre. C(M/r/c (or concentric) 
fpbcres, P. L. viii. 83. are fuch fpheres whofe centre is the fame 
with that of the earth, 

Ctraftes, P. L. x. 525. a ferpent having horns, or fuppofed to have 
horns \ from xe^»(, a horn. 

Charity, P. L. iv. 756. tendernefs, kindnefs, love. Charitia is 
ufed in the Latin fignification, and, like caritates, comprehends all 
the relations, all the endearments of confanguinity and affinity* 
The theological virtue of univerfal love, P. L. iii. 216. xii. C84* 

Chimera, P. h, ii. 628. a munfler feigned to have the head of a lion, 
the belly of a goat, and the tail of a dragon. Hence it fignifies a 
vain and wild fancy, as remote from reality as the exiftence of this 
poetical chimera. 

Chivalry, P. L. i. 307. (from the French cbevaleriej, fignifies knight- 
hood, and alfo thofe who ufe horfes in fight, both fuch as ride on 
horfes, and fuch as ride ia chariots drawa by theoii la the fenfe 

of 
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of riding and fighting the word is ufed ver. 765.; and in the 

fenfe of riding and fighting in chariots drawn by horfes, P. R. iii. 

343. compared with ver. 328. 
Cbryfolite, P. L. iii. 596. a precious flone of a duiky green> with a 

caft of yellow. 
Cteling, P. L. xi. 743. the inner roof. It may be thought (faya 

Mr. Richardfon) too mean a word in poetry- j but Milton had a 

view to its derivation from the Latin cteium, and the Italian cieig, 

heaven. 
GmmeHan, P. xiii. 10. which fees no fun, obfcure, dark* The 

Cimmerians were a people who lived in caves under ground, and 

never faw the light of the fun. Whence comes the phrafe t'lm" 

mer'ian darknefs, i. e. great obfcurity. 
Clang, a iharp, ihrill noife. 
Ciarion, P. L. i. 532. a fmall fli rill treble trumpet; a claro quern 

editfono, 
ToCIuJhr, P. L. iv. 303. vii, 320. to grow in bunches, to gather 

into bunches, to congregate. 
Collateral, running parallel, diffufed on either fide, P. L. viii, 426.; 

fide by fide, a fenfe agreeabie to the etymology of the word, P. L, 

X. 86. 
Colura, P. L. ix. 66. two great circles fuppofed to pafs through the 

poles of the world, ihterfe^ling each other at right angles, and in* 

compafiing the earth from north to fouth, and from fouth to north 

again. 
Combuftion, conflagration, burning in a dreadful manner> P. L. i* 46.; 

tumult, hurry, hubbub, buftle, hurly burly, P. L. vi. 2251 
To Commerce,^, xiv, 39. to hold intercourfe with. 
Compeer, P. L. i. 127. equal, companion, colleague, afibciate. 
Cone, P. L. iv. 776. a figure round at bottom, and lefTening all tha 

way ends in a point. 
7*0 Conglobe, to gather into a round mafs, to confolidate in a ball, to 

afiemble and afibciate together, P. L. vii. 239.; to coalefce into 

a round mafs, P. L. vii. 292. 
To Conjure^ P. L. ii. 693. to confpire, to band and league together^ 
to bind many by an oath to fome common defign ; from the Latin 

conjurare, to bind one another by an oath to be true and faithful 

in a defign undertaken. 

Convex, bending down on all fides roun(l, rifing in a circular form. 

Convex is fpoken properly of the exterior furfacc of a globe, and 

' concave of the interior furface, which is hollow. 

Cormorant, P. L. iv. 196. a bird that hves upon fifii, eminently 

greedy and rapacious. 
Cornice, P. L. i. 716. the uppermofl member of the entablature of a 

column y the higheft proje£lion of a wall or column* 
Ceray^ P. L. vii. 321. ilrong or hard like horn, horny; of the 

Latin corneus, horny. 
To Couch, P. L, ii. 536. to fix or place the fpear in the reft, in the 
pofture of an attack \ from U;e French coucber^ to ^U.ce.% 
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Co'.thart, P. L. iv. 4.'- 6. lying down, (quatting. 

To CcTvr, p. L. i, 763. to inclofe. 

Cfamky P. xiii. 17. any conceit furmed by twifting or changing, ia 

any manner, the form or meaning of a word. 
To Craxe, P. L. xii. 210. S. A. 571. to crufli^ bruileor brake in 

pieccfy to weaken. 
Crcjcenty P. L, x. 4 -4. any Pmilitudc of ihe moon increaiing. The 

Turks bear the ii <rncd mccn, the crcfccnt, in their eufigns. 
Crifce\tf P. L. i. /-TO. incrcafing, growing, in a ftatc of increafe. 
Of Jit, P. L. i. -28. a great biazing light fct upon a beacoo, 

liijht-hoLfe, or watch -towrr. 
To Crbwn, P. L. V. 445. to fill above the brim^ yet not fb as to nui 

over. 
Crude, not broiif.ht to pcrfe^ion, unfinifhed^ immature^ P. L. vi* 

CI I.; prcmatu:r, and coming before its time, S. A. 700* 
Cubic, P. L. vi. ifjj. four fcjuare. 
Cuiraj/ietSf P. R. ili. 328. horfemen armed with cuiralTes, which 

co\ered the br ^^y cuiie round, from the neck to the wafte. 
To Cu.mJnate, l\ L, iii. 627. to be vertical and (hoot direAly, to bt 

in the meridian. 
Cutfiu, P. xiv. 74. (of the French cotmreftu), William the Con- 

({•;cror, in the fiih year of his reign, commanded that in every 

town and village a bell ihotild be rung every night at eight of tlie 

clock, and thrtt l)1 perfons fhould then put out their fire and can- 

dl', and go to b:-i j the ringing of which bell was called curf:u» 
Cjilr, P. L. viii. 84 a circle in rhe heavens, imaginary orbs. 
C» '." .'i'rc, V. xiii. S:. the ftar next the north pole, by which failors 

ilccr 3 the conficUalion of Uifa Minor. 

D 

Daniy damp, hv^mlJ, rr .nft, wet. 

D.ijftr, W xvi jilv \\'a\c and a6live, lively without bulk. 

To D.}p':, V. xiii. 44. to flie^kj to vary, to divrtlify with colourst 

To D,:it:,'Jk P. L. iv. 334. to variega e, tj diverfify. 

Dar-'j.r^, i-*. L. iii. 39. in the dark, without light j a word merely 

poe:i':.i1. 
To /)«a/, P. R. iv. 605. to conquer, to overcome in war 5 of the 

Liri:: J.kl/o. 
To D.f.^ci, P. L. xi. 86. xii. 207. P. R ii. -^70. to forbid, prohi- 

bit, keep ctT, hin.lefj of tiie French dc/jfidrc, to forbid. 
Del/, P. xvi. 312. a ftetp place or vallty, a pit, a hole in the ground^ 

any cavity in the earth. 
VtbonaWy P. xiii. 24. elegant, civil, well-bred, gentle, complaifant* 
Dimocrntlc, P. R. iv. 269. a popular goveinment. 
ViapafoTif P. vii. 23. perfedl concord through all the tones; Greek 

OiUiracTUv* It is the fame with an oflavej beraufe tlierc aie but 

fevcn tones or notes, and then the eighth is the (yme again with the 

firft. 
ToD'igbt,P, xiii, 62,todrcfs,todeck,tobedeck,toin.belUih, to adorn. 
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Bingle, P. xvi, 312. a narrow valley between two fteep hills, ^ > 

Diffas P. L..X. 526. a ferpenty whofe bite produces the fenfation of 

unquenchable thirft ; of ^i>]/»9 thirft. 
Difc9nttnuous wound, P. L. vi. 329. faid in alluiion to the old defi- 
nition of a wound, that it feparates the continuity of the parts* 

Vulnus efijolutto continue 
To Difjbart, to divide in two, to fcparate, to break, to burft, to rive. 
To Dijpenfe, to diftribute, to deal out in parcels. 
Di'vatty P. L. X. 457, any council aflembled. 
To Divert, P. R. ii. 349. to turn afide, to withdraw the mind. 
Divire, P. L. ix, 845. prefaging, foreboding. 
Divinely, (from the Latin divinituz), of God, from heaven, P. L. 

viii. 500. P. R. i. 26. Excellently in the fuprcme degree, P. L, 

ix. 4S9. 
To Doff, S. A. 1410. P. lii. 33. to put off drefs. 
Dole, S. A. 1529. gifts and portions, blows dealt out j from a Saxon 

word, or from the Greek awo Ta ^i£^6»v, dijiribuere, 
■ Doughty, S, A. 1181. brave, valiant. 
Dreary P. L. x. 525. fad, dreadful, mournful, difmal, forrowful* 
To Drizxle, P. L. vi. 545. to fall in fliort flow drops. 
Drop ferene, P. L. iii. 25. a difeafe of the eye, proceeding from an 

infpifTation of the humour. 
To Drug, P. L, X. 568. to phyfic, to torment with the hateful tafte 

ufually found in drugs 5 to tin£ture with fomething ofFenfive. 
Dryad, P. L. ix. 387, a wood-nymph. 
Dulcimer, P. L. vii. 596. a muiical inflrument played by ftriking 

the brafs wires with little flicks. 
Dun, P, L. iii. 72. dark, gloomy. 

E 
Eccentric, fuch fpheres whofe centres are different from that of the 

earth. 
To Eclipfe, P. L. V. 776. to difgrace. 
Ecliptic, P. L. iii. 740. a great circle of the fphere, fuppofed to be 

drawn through the middle of the zodiac, and making an angle • 

with the equinoftial. 
Eld, P. i. 13. old age. 
Elfe, P. xvi. 846. a wandering fpirit, fuppofed to be feen in wild 

unfrequented places. 
Ehps, P. L. X. 525. a dumb ferpent that gives no notice by hifling 

to avoid him. 
Emblem, P. L. iv. 703. in the Greek and Latin fen fe, for inlaid floors 

of flone or wood, to make figures mathematical or pifturaU 
To Embow, P. xiv. 157. to arch, to vault. 
Embryon, the offspring yet unfinifhed in the womb. 
Emergent, P. L. vii. 286. rifing into view or notice. 
Empiric, P. L. v. 44.0. verfcd in experiments, whp makes bold trials 

and experiments, without much fkill and knowledge. 
Emprije, P. L, xi. 642. P. xvi. 610, an old word for entcrprife. 
Engine^ P. L. i. 750. device, wit, cotAivn^w:^* 
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Eh%, p. ii* any being or exiftence. 

To Envemu'ilf P. i. 6. to paint with Vermillion. 

Efiicyclr^ P. L. viii. 84. a circle upon another circle j or a little circk 
Wnofe centre is in the circumference of a greater. 

EfUeffy, P. L. xi. 4S3. a convulfion, or convulfive motion of the 
whole body, ot of fome of its pacts, with a lofs of fenfe. 

Erctnltty P. L. iii. 474. P. R. i. 8. afulitary, an anchoret, an inha- 
bitant ot'the defcrt^ one who retires from fodety to contemplation 
and dcvotivn. 

Erft, at firf^, in the beginning, P. xt. 9.J formerly, long ago, S. At 
339.; befoie, till then, till now, P. L. ix. 876. 

Etcrnaff P. L. v. 173. fixed and continualf perpetual, confbmt. 

Eupbraiyt P. L. xi. 414. the herb eyebright^ to named from its 
clearing virtue. 

Furusf I*. L. X. 705. the eaft wind. 

Evift, P. L. iv. 555. that part of the hemifphere where it was then 
evening. 

Excefs, P. L. xi. III. P. vi. 24. fin, offence | literally, a going be- 
yond the bounds of our duty. 

To Exercife, P. L. ii. 8*9. to yex and trouble, to keep employed at 
a penal iniundlion. It is ufed in this fenfe alfo in Latin. 

Eyty, P. L. vii. 424. the neft of a biid of prey, 

F 

Faljitlct and lyes f P. L. 1. 367. falfe idols, 

Fanatky P. L. i. 480. enthufiaftic, ftruck with a fuperftitiousphrenfy. 

Fatal, upheld by fate, P. L. ii 104. j appointed by deftiny, P. L, 
V. 861. 

Faifonlui, S. XX. 6. the weftern wind that blows in the fpring. 

Faye, P. iii. 23:;. a fairy, an elf. 

To FtY, P. R. I i. 401. to fetch, to go and bring. 

Flamtn^ P. iii. 294. a prieft. 

Flaiv^ P. L. X. 698. a fudden guft, a violent blaft 5 from the Greek 
^XuUf to break. 

To F/arf, P. xlv. 132. to glitter cfFenfively. 

FledgCf full feathered, able to fly, qualified to leave the neft. 

Flown, P. L. i. 502. puft'ed, inflated, elate, raifed, heightened. 

Founded, P. L. i. 703. melted J ixom fundere, to melt, to cafl me- 
tal. 

Fraud, mifery, misfortune, mlfchief, punifhment confequent upon 
dcceif, P. L' vii. 143-3 hurt and damage, P. L. ix. 643. P. R. 
i. 372. 

To Freak, P. xvii. 144. to freckle, to fpot, to variegate, to chce- 
quer. 

Frcexc, P. L. i. 716. that part of the entablature of columns be- 
tween the architrave and cornice. 

Frequence, P. R. ii. 130. croud, concourfe, aflembly. 

To Fret, to form into raifed work, P, L. i. 717.; to hurt by attri- 
tion, S. Ix. 7. 
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Freti P. L, vii. 597. that flop of the mbfical inftrument which caufes 

or regulates the vibrations of the ftring. 
Triers^ P. L. iii. 474, 5. vjhite, Carmelites; black Don^inicanSj 

grayi Francifcans. , 

Frottti P. R. i. 165. ufed as liro and pra, tofignify,yw-or becaujeof, 
Frore, P. L. ii, 595. an old word for frofty. 
To Frounce, P. xiv. 123- to crifp, to curl, to frizzle. 
Fugue, P. L. xi. 563. {oifuga, a flight), in mufic the correfpond- 

ency of parts, anfwering one another in the fame notes, either 

above or below. '' 



Gabble, P. L. xii, 56. loud talk without meaning. 

Galaxy, P. L. vii, 579. the milky way, a ftream of light in the fky, 

Gar'ijh, p. xiv. 141, gaudy, fplendid, fhowy, fine. 

Garrulity, S. A. 491. lo(^uacity, incontinence of tongue, inability to 
keep a fecret. 

Gauntlet, S. A. ii2t. an iron glove. ufed for defence, and thrown*- 
down in challenges. 

Geary P. xvi, 167. furniture, accoutrements. 

To Gtm, p. L. vii. 325. to put forth the firft buds j of the Latin 
gcnimare, 

Glute, P. L, iv. 402. a fierce piercing look. 

To date, to flioot fuch fplendor as the eye cannot bear, P. L. vi, 
849.; to look with fierce piercing eyes, P. L, x. 714. P, R. i. 3x3. 

Globe, P. L. ii. 512. a body of foldieis drawn into a circle. 

To Gloxct to flatter, to wheedle, to infinuate, to fawn, 

God, P. L. V. 117. for angel. 

Gonfalon^ P. L. v. 589. a kind of flreamer or banner, an enfign, a 
ftandard. 

Gordian ftvine, P. L. iv. 348. intricate turnings and twiftings, like 
the famous Gordian knot, which no body could untie> but Alex- 
ander cut it with his fword. 

Gorgon, P. L. ii. 628. a monfter w ith fnaky hairs, of which the 
fight turned beholders to flone, 

Graces, P. L. iv. 267. the beautiful feafons. 

Grange, P, xvi. 175. a farm; generally a farm with a houfe at a 
diflance from neighbours. 

Gteves, S. A. 1121. armour for the legs ; a fort of T)00ts. 

To Gride, P. L. vi. 329. to cot, to make way by cutting, 

Gris-amber, P. R. ii. 344, for ambergris. * 

Grurfel, P. L. i. 460. the groundfil, the lower part of the building. 

Gryphon, P. L. ii. 943. a fabulous creature, faid to be generated be- 
tween the lion and eagle, and to have the head and paws of the 
lion, and the wings of the eagle. 

Guerdon, P. xvii. 73. a prize, a reward, a recompenfe* 

Guife, manner, mien, habit^ cafl of behaviour* ^ 

R 5 Cwv* 
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Curgf, P. L. xii. 41. whirlpool, gulf. 

Ci-Jf, a I'udJcn violent blaftof wind, P. L. z. 698.} height of per- 
ception, height of fenfual enjoyment, P. L. x. 565. 

CjmriCf S. A. 1324. fuch ai pra^ife the athletic or gymnaflic exer- 
cifes. 

Cjva, S. A. 1093. fetters, chtint for the legs. 

H 

Habergeon f S. A. iixo. a coat of mail for the neck and {^.oolders. 
Babitabli, P. L. viii. 1 57. an adjective ufed fubftanUTely, to which 

earth is underAood \ like the Gteek o#attffu»i|» the inhabited, the 

eaith. 
hairy P. L. vii. 323. for leaves, twigs, and branches 3 as theLatia 

coma is ufed. 
llandt P. R. iv. 59. for hand3rwork« 
JIardibcoJ, P. xvi. 650. ftoutnefs, bravery. 
I0 Harnefs, P. iii. 244. to drefs, to arm, to accoutre. 
Ilarjf'us, a kind of birds with the faces of women, and foul long 

claws, P. R. ii. 403. 
To Harrow, P. xvi. 565. to diilurb, to put into commotion* 
Hermes, P. L. iii. 603. mercury or quickfilver. 
To Hie, P. L. ii. 1055. to haftcn, to go in hade, 
Hif>pogrif, P. R. iv. 542. an imaginary creature, part like a horfe, 

«nii part like a gryphon j a winged horfe. 
U^kcauft, S. A. 1702. an entire burnt- offering. 
JIorreKt, P. L. ii. 513^ terrible, prickly, fet up like the briftles of a 

wild boar. 
To H'J, P. L. vi. 93. to encounter in battle. The^ord^o^M^ 

(fays Newton) feems to have been firft coined by Milton. It is 

■A very cxpreflive word, and plainly formed from the fubftantive 

/ fj}. And if ever it is right to make new words, it is when the 

occafion h (o new and extraordinary. 
H:uri, P. L. iv. 267. the time requifite for the produ£kion and per- 
fection of thing,?. 
To Hul/f I*. L. xi. 8.^0. to float, to drive to and fro upon the water 

without fails or ru-der. 
Hat, it, P. xvi. 719. coiTcrcd ; from butcb, a corn-cheft. 
Hyanntbin, P. L. iv. 301. dark or black. 
JljuJir.e, P. L. vii. 619. the glafly fea. 
Hydra, P. L. ii. 628. S. xv. 7. a monfter with many headsj whence 

any multiplicity of evils is termed hydra,. 
Hydras, P. L. x. 525. the water-fnake; of v^u^, water. 
Hyana, S. A. 748. a creature fomewhat like a wolf, and faid to 

imitate a human voice fo artfully, as to draw people to it, anA 

then devour ihem. 

I 
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Jajptr, P. L, iii, 363. a precious (lone of a bright beautiful green 

colour^ it bears feme refemblance to the fea* 
Jdolifnty P. R. iv. 234. the worAip of images, 
IdoUft, S. A. 453. a worfhipper of imagest 
If, P. L. iii. 117. for though. 
yigi P. xvi. 952. a light carelefs dance, or tune, 
// Penferojoy P. xiv. the thoughtful melancholy man. 
JllaudabUi P« L« vi. 382. unworthy of praife or commendation. 
Illimitable P. L. ii. 892. that which cannot be bounded or limited. 
To Imhlazf, to adorn with glittering imbellilhments. 
To Imhofs, S. A. 1700. to inclofe in a thicket, to conceal, to cover. 
To Imhro^wttf P. L. iv. 246. to fhade, to darken, to obfcure, to 

cloud. 
To ImbrutCy to degrade to brutality, P. L, ix. 166.J to fink down to 

brutality, P. xvi. 468. 
Imp, P. L. ix. 89. a ftock to graft upon, a fubaltern devil, a puny 

devil. 
To 7w/>, S. XV. 8. to lengthen or inlarge with any thing adfcilitious. 
To Impaky P. L. ii. 647. to inclofe, to pale or flint in as it were. 
To Imparadife, P. L. iv. 506. to put in a place or ftate rerembling 

Paradife in felicity. 
ImpaJJiondy P. L. ix. 678. feized with paHTion. 
Ifftpajjive, P. L. vi. 455. exempt from the agency of external caufe?. 
To hnpearly P. L. v. 747. to form in refemblance of pearls. 
Impediment J P. L. vi. 548, carriages and baggage. They were called 

in Latin impedimenta. 
ImperviMis, P. L. x 2^^. unpafTable, impenetrable. 
Implicit, P. L. vii. 323. inrangled. 
Impotence^ P. L. ii. 1-6. antmi impotentiay weaknefs of mind, un- 

governablenefs of paifion, an unfteddinefs in the government of our 

paHions, or the condudl of our defigns. 'Tis meant for the op- 

pofite to wifdom. 
To Impregrty to fill with any matter or quality. 
Imprefsf P. L. ix. 35. a device, a motto. 

To Impurpk, P. L, iii. 364. to make red, to colour as witli purple, 
Inabjiinence, P. L. xi. 476. intemperance. 
Incubus, P. R. ii, 152, the nigi|t-mare. 
To Indent, P. L. ix, 496. to notchj to mark any thing with ineqtu- 

liticfi like the teeth of a faw, to go in and out. 
To Indorfe, P, R. iii. 329, to cover on the back. 
To Infer, P. L. vii, 116. to make by inference. 
Infuriate, P, L. vi. 486. inraged, raging. 
Inhabitation, S. A. 1512. habitation, place of dwelling. 
Infenfate, P. L. vi. 787. S. A. 1685. ftupid, wanting' thought, 

wanting fenfibility. 
To Injinuate, P. L. iv. 348, to infold, to imbofom, to wrap or roll up, 

to wiAd» 
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Jtiterccttrfff P. L. jt. i6o. pafling frequently backward and forward. 
Interlunar, S. A. Sg. belonging to the time when the moon, abwt 

the change, is invifible. 
To Jnfreacl', 1*. L. i. 6oi. to cut intr, to make trenches in, to break 

with hoUowi -y from the French intraicber, to cut. 
Joufi, P. L. ix. 37. tilt, tournament, mock fight. 
To^yotift, P. L. i. 581. to run in the tilt. 
Jr/', P. L. iv« 608. uie flower-de-luce ; fo called from refiembling 

the colours of the rainbow. 
Jrriguoust P. L. iv. 255. well watered, full of fprings and rills. 
Jughr, P. XTi. 757. one who pradifes Height of hand, a cheat, 
Jutiicioui^ P. L. viii. 591. chufes with prudence and ikill. 

K 

To Kemul, P. L. li. 658. to He, to dwell. 

Kercbeft, P. xiv. 125. drefl'ed, hooded 3 from ^frri{>«/> a head-drefs ; 

French couvrC'cbef, 
Kirtie, P. xvi, 254. a wonian's gown. 
Knes'tr'tbute, P. L. v. 782. genuflcftionj worfhip or obeifance (hewn 

hy kneeling. 

L 

Laky P. L. vii. 457. the couch or bed of a boar, or wild beaff. 

VAUcgro^ P. xiii. the cheerful merry man. 

Larhordy P. L. ii. 1019. the left-hand fide of afhip, when you ftand 

wiih yciir face to the head. 
Lan^ P. iii. 191. houfehold gods. 
Li^^zar-Uufey P. L. xi. 479. a houfe for the reception of the difeafedj 

an hofpital. 
Leoy P. xvi. 965. ground inclofed, not open; paftures. Or corn-fields* 
Leey or LceJJ:orey P. L. i. 207. is that on wliich the wind blows. 

To be under the Lee, is to be clofe under the weather- fhore. 
Leer, P. L. iv. 503. an oblique view. 
Lemi/resy P. iii. 191. night fpirits, hobgoblins. 
Lenient y S. A. 659. afTuafive, foftening, mitigating. 
Lefty P. L. ix. 320. for too Jittle. 
LcvfiTtty P. L. X. 7C4. rifing, caftern. 
Lenjiathan, P. L. i. 201. a water-animal defcribed in the book of 

Job J by fome imagined to be the crocodile, but in poetry general!]^ 

taken for the whale. 
Lihbardy P. L. vii. 467. a leopard, a fpotted beaft of prey. 
L'lbecchiOy P. L. x. 706. the fouth-weft wind. 
Limbecky P. L. iii. 605. a flill. 
Limitary y P. L. iv. 971. placed at the boundaries as a guard orfuper-* 

intendant ; fet to guard the bounds. 
Liibcy P. L. iv. 347. limber, pliant, flexible, eafily bent. 
Lingitudcy length or diflance, P. L. iv. 539 ; the fun's courfe froon 

eaft to wefl in a ftrait and direct line, P, L, vii. 373. 
J^oie^ lellon, inftruftion. 
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LuhBar, P, xiii. ^10. a fturdy drone 5 an idle, fat, bulky lofel; a 
booby. 

M 

Madrigal, P. xvi. 4Q^. a paftoral fong. 

Magnetic, P. L. iii. 583. attraftivc, having the power to draw things 
diftant. 

To Manure, P. L. iv. 628. to cultivate by manual labour. 

Marafmus, P. L. xi. 487. a kind of confumption, accompanied >\'ith 
a fever, wafting the body by degrees. 

Mar'tjh, P. L. xii. 630. an old word for marfli ; a bog, a fen. 

Marie, P. L. 1. 296. a kind of clay, ufed for fattening land. 

To May, P. xiii. 20. to gather flowers on May morning. 

Meatb, P. L. v. 345. fweet drink, like mead. 

Meedf P. xvii. 14, reward, recompenfe. 

Mellifluous, P. L. v. 429. flowing with honey, with fweetncfs. 

Memory, rcminifcence, recollection, P. L. iv. 24.; time of know- 
ledge, P. L. vii. 66. 637. 

Mickle, P. xvi. 31. much, great. An obfolete word. 

Midriff, P. L. xi. 445. the diaphragm, a nervous mufcle feparating 
the breaft from the belly. 

Mimic, S. A, 1325. a ludicrous imitator. This is mhnin in all the 
editions, though the table of errata to the flrft edition directs to read 
mimics. 

Mimic, P. L. v. no. imitative, befitting a mimic. 

Mivim, P. L. vii. 4S2. a fmall being, a dwarf. 

Mintage, P. xvi. 529. that which is coined or flamped. 

Ml/created, P. L. ii. 683. formed unnaturally or illegitimately; 
made as by a blunder of nature. 

Mifery, P. L, ix. 12. xi. 476. ficknefs, difeafe, and all forts of mor- 
tal pains. 

To Mix, P. L. ii. 69. to fill wjth, 

A fold, P. L. ii. 355. vi. 576. fubftance.. 

Monienf, P. L. vi. 239. x. 45. force, impulfive weight, aftuating 
power. *Tis the weight that turns the balance. 

To M.or, P. L. i. 207. to be fixed, to be ftationed. It is the lay- 
ing out of anchors in a proper place for the fecvre riding of a fliip* 

To Mope, P. L. xi. 485. to be ftupid j to drowfe 5 to be fpiritlefs, 
inactive, and inattentive ; to be ftupid and delirious. 

Mo'rice, P. xvi. 116. a dance in which bells are gingled, or ftavct 
or fwords claflied. 

Mofaic, P. L. iv. 700. a kind of painting in fmall pebbles, cockles^ 
and fliells of fundry colours. 

Mound, P. L. iv. 134. any thing raifed to fortify or defend, a bank 
of earth and flone. 

Mummer, S. A. 1325, a ma/ker, one who performs antics in a 
pcrfonated drefs. 

Murky t P. L. X. 280. dark, cloudy, taintel, wanting light. 

M rren, P. L. xii. 1 79. the plague in cattle, 

Mufii P. L, V. 34c. new wine. 
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Alyfte'ioutf including a hidden meaning in it, inacceffible to the vf 
dcrftanJing, awfully obfcure. 

N 

Njtbtha, P. L. i. 729, a \-cry pure, clear, and thin mineral fluid, 
ut a very yAt yellow, with a caft of brown in it. It is of fo 
unfliinus and fi.ry a nature, that it kindles at approaching the 
fiiei or the I'un-bcams. 

Kurd, P. L. V. 29j« fpikenard. 

Aj.'i >i, P. L. i. 2:19. ncrverthclefs. 

l^uvcit P. xvi. 520. the middle, the interior part. 

To l^\ed, P. L. X. 80. S. A. 1554. to be wanting. 

NxpentbfSt P. xvi. 675. a drug ihat drives away all puns* 

Ntgbt, P. L, V. 93. for the vifiont and dreams frequent in it* 

Nottrty P. L. ix. 1 86. hurtful, mifchievout. 

Nctus, p. L. X. -ca. the fouth wind. 

UuKber, p. L. iii. 5 So. meafuie, harmony. 

Numbtrd, P. L. viii, 19, numerous. 



To Cbi':ge, P. L. ix. oSo. to render obnoxious to guilt or punifh- 

mcnt. It is ufcd in the large fenfe of the Latin obligo. 
Of, p. L. iv. 411, for among. 
Offaly p. L. x. 633. carrion, coarfe meat. 
Cmn\f,c, P. L. vij. 217. all- creating, 

Ocxcy P. L. vii. 303. foft mud, mire at the bottom of water, (lime. 
Op.ily P. L. ii- 1049. a precious flone of divcife colours, partaking 

of the carbuncle's faint fire, the amelhyft's bright purple, and 

ibe emerald's cheering green. 
Opiate, P. L. xi. 133. foporifejous, fomniferous, narcotic, caufing 

lleep. 
Ore, P. L. xi. 835. a large kind of fea-beaft. 
Oread, P. L. ix. 387. a mountain-nymph. 
Orgies, P. L. i. 415. mad rites of Bacchus, frantic revels. 
Orhnt, P. xvi. 65. bright, /hining, glittering, gaudy, fparkling. 
Orifons, a prayer, a fupplication. 
Ounce, a lynx, a panther. 

P. 

Pafi, P. R. iv. 19 1, the technical term for the contrafts of force- 

rers with the devil ; a bargain, a covenant. 
Pak-.er, P. xvi. 1S9. a pilgrim j they who returned from the holy 

land carrying branches oi palm, whither they had made a vow to 

go, and are there^re called votariftu 
To Paivper, P. L. v. 214. to be overgrown with fuperHuous leaves 

and fruitlefs branches j from the FrtnQh pampre, of the Latin 

parnpimn, a vine-branch full of leaves. 
Party P. L. iv. 2C6. nature. 

Pandamcniuni, the capital, or chief refidence of the devils. 
Parim^ P. L. 1. 765. P, R, iii. 343. pagan, infidel. 

Papof/y, 
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Panoply, P. L. vi. 527. armbur from head to foot^ fromthe Greek 

v»907r>^i»9 armour at all points. 
Panjy, P. L. ix. 1040. a kind of violett 
To Paragon, P. L. x. 426. to compare^ to be equal to, like to ; 

of TTu^ot juj<ta, and otyaif certamen \ an exafl idea or likenefs of 

a thing, able to conteil with the original. 
Paranympb, S. A. lozo. a brideman, one who leads the bride to her 

marriage. 
Pard, P. L. iv. 344. the leopard, a fpotled beaft of prey, 
Parle, P. L. vi. 296. converfation, talk. 
Parly, P. xvi. 241. talk, conference. 
To Peer, P. iii. 140. to come juft in (ight. 
PeerUfs, unequalled, having no peer. 
Peccant, P. L. xi. 70. guilty, criminal. 
Pen, P. L. vii. 421. a feather; from penna. 
Penance, P. L. ii. 92. punifhment, funered as an expreilion of re* 

pentance for Hn. 
Pennon, P. L. ii. 933. vulgarly fpelt />;W0/7, awing; from peisM* 
Pernicious, P. L, vi. 520. quick, fpeedy ; from the Latin ^^mx. 
Petrific, p. L. X. 294. having the power to change to ftone. 
PbylaElery^ P. xix. 17. a bandage on which was infcribed fome me- 
morable fentence. 
Pic^, p. xiii. 75. variegated, particoloured. 
Pilajier, P. L. i. 713. a pillar jutting out of the wall. 
Platan, P. L. iv. 478. the plane-tree, fo named from the breadth 

of its leaves. IlAalf?, Gr. abroad. 
Plate, P. L. vi, 368. broad folid armour, . 
^Pletige, P. xvii. 107, a child j as children were fimply called by the 

latins pignor a, pledges. 
Pleiades% P. L. vii, 374 a northern conftcllation. 
To Plight, P. xvi. 301. to plait, to braid, to weave. 
Plurality, P. xix. 3. more cures of fouls than one. 
To Pcife, P. L. ii. 905. to give weight or ballaft to j to hoU or 

place in eqaiponderance. 
Ponenti P. L. x. 704. fetting, weft em. 
Po..t\fical, P. L. X. 313. bridge-building. 
Pontifce, P. L. x. 348. bridgework, edifice of a bridg?. 
Porci^pine, S. A, 1 1 38. a hedgehog, a creature wholly covered with 

quills. 
To Port, P. L. iv, 980. to carry in form. Ported fpeart, fpears 

borne pointed towards Satan. 
Portcullisy P. L. ii. 874. a fort of machine like a harrow, hung over 

the gates of a city, to be let down to keep out an enemy. 
To Prank, P. xvi. 759. to drefs, to decorate; to drcfs, or adjuft to 

oftentation. 
Predicament, P. ii, 56. a clafs or arrangement of beings orfubftancc« 

ranked according to their natures. 
To Pretend, P. L. x. 872. to hold or place before j to hold out 
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a5 a dcluftVv- appearance ; to exhibit as a cover of fomething faid^ j 

from ll)C I. at :» pruUKJire* 
PriJe, P. L. iv. 40. a kind of exceflive and vitious felf-efteem, that 

raifes ri?n in chcir own opinions above what is juft and right. 

Sfg Anibi'ifin. 
Pr:/j\-tf P. I*, iv. 347. the fnout or trunk of an elephant. 
ProanSff P. L. vi. 19. complete preparation, preparation brought to 

the piirtt of a^ion. Jn procird, ready girded j in allufion to the 

ancu*::;;, who iuft before tike battle ul'ed te gird their garments 

Ciule to tiiem, \sh:ch on other uccaftons they wore very loofe. 
Pro'.f, P. L. V. 334. roraimour. 
Pr(r.'l/i.t;, P. L. iX. 623. ^Ahat is provided for men, accumulation of 

ftorcs brfcrc hmi, Dock collected. It ufually fignifie* what men 

have provided. 
To Pnii:', P. L. iv. 1S3. to prey, to plunder. 
Pun^ualf P. L. viii. 23. comprifed or contifting in a point, no bigger 

than J point. 
Pttnyy P. L. li. ;;67. weak, little, bom fince, created long after ; 

from the French f'uis ne. 
To Pi.rjic, P. xvi. 995. to decorate with a wrought or flowered bor- 

6tr, to embroider. PurJUd, Aouriflied, or wrought upon with a 

needle. 
Punlfu, P. L. iv. 4.04. border, inclofare. 
To Pur'cii:, P. ii. 946. to ftcal, to take by theft* 
To Puii'yt P. L. ix. IC2I. to procure provifions. 

Sluatr.ty P. L. viii. -S. fubtly excogitated, finefpun. 

ii>.'/i;//.v, P- ii. naiurc relatively coni'deredj or properly, accident. 

i;^..^: »;.';.'•,. P- :»• that property of any thing which may be increafed 

or d:nii!i.:'hed. 
^:v7.vrr./»;;. P. L. V. I?' I. a fcurfc Id mixture and combination. 
^inftjJr ce, an extract from any thing, containing all its virtues in a 

liraii q-.Mntity. 
^</jo, P. xiii. 27. a iharp jeft, a taunt, a Carcafm. • 

R 

Rflfke, P. xvii. 142, early, coming before the time. 

To Rtak, V. L. viii 256. to fleam, to fmoke, to emit vapour; from 

the Saxon rcc, fmoke. 
Realty, P. L. vi. 115. loyalty. A word peculiar to Milton. 
Rtbec. P. xiii. 04. a three-flringed fiddle. 

RiLl!\l, P. L. vi. 737. for th<.«fe who have rebelled, rebellious; 
To Rick, to care, to heed, to mind, to make account of, to rate 
at much. 

"o Rfcortf, p. L. vn. 33S. tr> celebrate, to caufe to be remembered* 

'tcrtanfy V R. iii. 13S. apoilate, falfe. 

iigrt^ P, L. i. 543. kingdom 5 ufcd lik« regnumi 
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Refatiofi, P. ii. manner of belonging to any perfon or thing. 
Re/igiop, P. L. i. 37a. religious rites j or a fyftem of worfliip oppo- 

fite to others.- 
Rekaant^ P. L. vi, 58. unwilling, afting with repugnance. 
To Remark, S. A. 1309. to diftinguifh, to point out, to mark. 
To Repea/, P. L. vii. 59. to abrogate, to revoke. In the fame 

fenfe as a law is faid to be repealed, when an end is put to all the 

force and cfFe£t of it ; fo when doubts are at an end, they may be 

faid to be repealed* 
Rebrobate, P. L. i. 697. loft to virtue, loft to grace, abandoned. 
Reptile, P. L. vii. 388. an. animal that creeps upon many feet. 
To Retain, P. L. ix. 601. to confine. 
RJfeum, P. L. xi. 488. a. thin watry matter oozing through the 

glands, chiefly about the mouth. 
Rhomb, a figure of four fides 5 which being converted Into one of 

three makes a wedge, P. R. ill. 309. 
Rubied, red as a ruby. 

Ruin, P. L. i. 46. falling with violence and precipitation. 
To Ruin, P. L. vi. 868. to fall down with ruin and precipitatioa. 
Rujfet, P. xiii. 71. ruftic. 
Ruth, P. xvii. 163. pity, mercy, tendcrncfs, fjrrow for the mifcry 

of another. 

S 

Sable, P. L. ii. 962. black. A fable is a creature whofe ikin iiof v 

the greater price, the blacker it is. 
Sad, P. L. vi. 541. four and fullen, ferious or in earneft. 
Sadly, P. xvi. 509. foberly, ferioufly. 
Sagacious, P. L. x. 281. tjuick of fcent. 
Sapbir, a precious ftone of a blue colour. 
Saw, P. xvi. no. a maxim, a faying, a fentence, a proverb. 
Scape, P. R. ii. 189. a loofe aft of vice or lewdnefs. 
To Scathe, P. L. i. 613. to damage, to hurt, to wafte, to deftroy* 
Sciential, P. L. ix. 837. producing fcience or knowledge. 
Scrannel, P. xvii. 124. vile, worthlefs, grating to the found. 
Scully P. L, vii. 402. a flioal or vaft multitude of fifli. 
To Sdeigttf P. L. iv, 50. to difdain. 
Senjible, P. L. ii. 278. the fenfe. to fenjibile, the adjedtivc ufed for 

a fubftantive. 
SenefhaU, P. L. ix, 38. one who had in great houfes the care of feafts, 

or domeftic ceremonies ; a fteward. 
Sere, P. L. x. 1071. P. xvii, 2. dry, withered; from the Greek 

Serenate, P. L. iv, 769, mufic or fongs with which ladies arc enter- 
tained by their lovers in the night. 

To Serry, P. L. i. 548. vi. 599, to prefs clofe ; to drive hard to- 
gether J to link and clafp together 5 from the French ferrer, to 
lock, to fhut clofe. 

Servitude, P. L. xii. 132. fcrvanUx xht ^^\^^lQt'Cc^^«^^'»K.'«-'^^'' 
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Sewtr, P. L. ix. 3S. an officer who fervet up a feafh 

Sextilif P. L. X. 659. a poficion or afpefl of two planets, when it 

fixty degrees diftint, or at the diftaoce of two figQS from one 

another. 
To Shatter, P. L z. 1066. P. zni. 5. to fluke or break in pieces, 

to break To as to fcatter the parts* 
Sheen, brightnefs, fclendor. 
Sheen or Sheeny, bright, glittering, fliewy. 
Sheer, clean, quick, at once. 

Shifter, P. xi. ^ one who plays tricks, a man t>f artifice. 
Shoortj P. xvi. 635. (hoes. 
Sideral, x, 693. ftarry, aftral. 

Sirscc:, P. L. x. 706, the fouth-eaft or Syrian wind. 
Sky-tinEiured, P. L. v. 28 5. iky-coloured, dyed in gram, to ezprefs 

beauty and durablenefs 
SmouUring, P. iii. 159. burning and fmoking without vent. 
Soldan, P. L. i, 764. a bultan, the Emperor of the Turks. 
Solitary, P. L. v;. 139. fingle. 
Soetb, truth. In fco:h, indeed. 
S9oth, P. xvi. 823. true, faithful, pleafing, deUghtAil. 
Sord, P. L. xi. 433. turf, graify ground. 
Sou/, P. L. ▼. 197. an intelligent being, any creature that hu hk 

befides man. 
Speculation, P. L. xii. 589. a watching on a tower or high place, 

thence a difcovery. 
Squat, P. L. iv. 800. coweringi clofe to the ground. 
To Stand, P, L. viii. 3. to remain, to continue. 
Station of a planet, P. L. vii, 563. a term of art, when the planet 

appears neither to go backwards nor forwards, but to ftand fiill 

and keep the fame place in its orbit. 
Statifi, P. R. iv. ^54. a ftaefman, a politician. 
To Subjcribe, P, L. xi. 1S2. to afient, to agree to. Suhfcribere lite- 
rally lignifies to underwrite, thence to agree to. 
Suhjtar.cf, P. ii. a being fubfifting in and by itfelf, 
Succef^, P. L. ii. 9. vi. 161. for ill fuccefs. It imports the termi- 
nation of any aft'ait happy or unhappy j but without any epithet 

it is commonly taken for good fuccefs. 
Succinil, P. L. iii. 643. ready, prepared ; the metaphorical fenfe of 

the word. Litterally it fignifies ^^/VJ^^, ox tucked up. 
Suffujton, P. L. iii. 26. that which is fuffufed or fpread. 
To Sum, P. L. vii. 421. P. R.i. 14. to have feathers full grown, or 

to their full flrength \ to want nothing of the fum ofitsfeatherst 

A term in falconry. 
Superior, free from emotion or concern, unconquered. 
To Supplant, P. L. X. 513. to trip up one*s heels, to overthrow j 

from the Lditin fupplavto, a planta pedis fuhtus emota. 
Sivart, black, gloomy, malignant. Sivart fiar,P, xv'ii* 138. the 

dog^ftar. 
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To Swerve, P. L. vi. 386. to wander out of its place, to deviate, to 

rove ; by analogy, to bend, to ply. 
To Sivifige, P. iii. 172. to move as a lafii. In this fenfe the word 

is not now in ufe. 
To Swink, P. xvi. 293. to overlabour, to work, to tire> to fatigue. 
Sylvan, a wood-god, or Satyr. 

Symphony f concert of inftruments, harmony of mingled founds. 
Syrtis, P. Lt ii. 939* a quick fand, a bog, 

T 

To Tangle, to infnare, to intrap, to be intangled. 

Tangle, a knot of things mingled in one another. ' 

TaJj'tlVd, P. XV. 57. adorned with taflfels. 

To Tedi P. L. ix, 450. to lay grafs newly mown inrowi, for drying. 

To Tempeji, P. L. vii. 412. (frona the Italian tempefiare), to difturb 
as by atempeft. 

Tepid, P. L. vii. 417. lukewarm. 

Tbanklefs, P. xvii. €^, that earns no thanks, ii not thanked. It 
otherwife iignifiesointhankfuli ungrateful. 

Ti>rajdast P. L. x. 700. the wind blowing from Thrace, north- 
ward of Greece. 

To Tbri//, P. iii. 103. to pierce, to bore, to penetrate. 

*J/ar, P. L. iii. 625. a Perfian word for a round cap, high and 
ending in a point ; the ufual covering and ornament the eaftera 
princes wore on their heads. 

To Tilt, to run in tilts, P. L. ix. 34. to play, unftcadily, P. h, 3Ci. 

747- 
Tilths P. L. xi. 430. arable, tilled. 
To Tine, P. L. x. 107^. to light, to kindle, to fet on fire 5 from 

the Saxon fynan, to light, to kindle. From this we have the 

word tinder, 
Tipjy, P. xvi. 104. drunk, overpowere4 with drink. 
To Torment, P. L. vi. 244. to put into great agitation 5 from the 

French tormente, a great ilorm. 
Terneament, or Tournament, tilt, juft, P. L, ix. 37.; encounter, 

fhock of battle, P. L. xi. 652, 
Tortuous "P . L* ix, 516. twifted, wreathed, winding. 
Trading, P. L. ii. 640. having a trading wind, or a monfoon. 
To Train, P. L. vi. <;<;3. to draw along, to draw in train 3 from 

the term train of artillery, 
Tranfmigration, P. L. x. 261. pafTage from one place or ftate into 

• another. 
To Travel, P. L. iii. 501. to tire, to harrafs. Mr. Johnfon thinks 

this word ihould be fpelt travail, when it Hgnifies labour^ and 

travel when it (i^mfits journey , 
To Trick, P, xiv. 123. xvii. 170. to drcfs, to decorate, to adorn. 
Triform, P. L. iii. 730. having a triple ihape. The moon is faid to 

be trifortHH when increafing with horns towards the caft, decrcafing 

with horns towards the weft, and at the full. 
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To TriVf P. R. !▼. 246. to utter qoaTering* 

To Tripj P. L. xi. 847. P. zv. 99. to dance, to run or ftep lightly, 

from tripud'tartt to dance. 
To Trolly P. L. xi. 61Q. to move circularly. 
fTrop'ic, P. L. X. 675. the line at which the fun turns back. 
Tun, P. L. jv. 816. a large caik. 
U'urkit, or Turkoit, P. xvi. 894. a blue ftone, numbered among the 

meaner |»tecious ftonei. 
Turm, P. R. It. 66. a troop \ a word coined from the Latin turma* 

U 

Unaffartntf P. L. vii. 103. obfcure, not Tifible* 

Unccutb, odd, ftrange, unufual. From the Saxon mnctul, unknowa. 

Vnderftood, P. L. i. 662. not expicfled, not openly declared, and yet 

implied ; as when we fay, that a fubftantive or verb is mndtrfod 

in a fentence. 
Vmjfential, P. L. il. 439. void of real being. 
Vnexprejpve, unutterable, ineffable, not to be czprefled. 
UnfunCd, P. L. t. 349. not burnt and exhaling fmoke tt in fami« 

gations, but with its natural fcent. 
Vnifon, P. L. yii. 599* founding alone. 
Unpreventtdy P. L. iii« 231. not preceded by any thing. 
Unrmvvdf P. L. iv. 987. for immovable, not capable of bong re* 

moved. 
Unwetting, ignorant, unknowing. 

Vttwifer, p. L. iv. 716. not fo wife as one ihould have been. 
To Ufe, P. xvii. 136. to haunt, to frequent. 
Uxortous, fubmiilively fond of a wife, infefled with connubial 

dotage* 



Van, a wing with which the air is beaten. 

Fant'lrajt, or Vant- brace, S. A. 1121. armour for the arms. 

Various, varied with diverfe fculptores and paintings, P. L. vl, 84.; 

variegated, diverfified, P. L, vii. 318. 
To Veer, P. L. ix. 515. to turn about. 
Vernant, P. L. x. 679. flourifhing as in the fpring. 
Viands, food, meat drcfled. 
Vigil, P. R. i. 18?. watch ; devotions performed in the cuftomary 

hours of reft ; fongs fung wliile the angels kept watch. 
Void, P. L. iii. 12. deftitute of any formed being, void as the earth 

was when firft created. It commonly fignifies emptinefsi but it 

cannot be fo underftood here j for Chaos is defcribed as full of 

matter. 
Volant, P. L. xi, 561. nimble, a£live. 
VoUkd, P. L. iv. 928. difplodcd, difcharged with a volley. 
Velu^fc, rolling, having ouick motion.. 
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To H^alloWy P. L, vii. 411. to move heavily and clumfily. 

War, P. L. xii. 214. forces, army, 

JVare^ P. L. ix. 353. P. xvi. 558, wary cautious. 

To Warpi P. L. i. 341. to turn j to work forward ; a fea-term< 

JVaJfaihr, P. xvi. 179. a toper, a drunkard. Mr, Tohnfon gives this 
account of the origin of the word. Hail or beil for health was in 
fuch continual ufe among the good fellows of ancient times, that 
a drinker was called a ivas-beiiery or a wi/her of health ; and the 
liquor was termed ivas-heil, becaufe health was fo often ivijhedover 
it. Theft words were afterwards corrupted into wajfail and wtf/^ 
Jailer, Mifcel. obf. on Macbeth, p. 41. 

To Wattle, P. xvi. 344. to bind with twigs j to form, by platting 
twigs one within another. 

To Ween^ to think, to imagine, to fancy. 

To Weet, to know, to be informed. 

Welkin, the firmament or fky, 

Weftering, P. xvii. 31, drawing toward the weft* 

Whtlome, ^, i. 24. formerly, once, of old, 

Wh'ift, P. iii. 64. ftill, filent. It is commonly ufed as an interje£^ioii 
commanding filence. And hence *tis fuppofed the game of Whtfi 
hath its name, as it requires clofe attention and filence. 

Wight, a perfon, a being. 

Wifard, a wife man, P. iii. 23.5 an inchantcr, a conjurer, P. tvL^ju 

Within, P. L. i. 725. xi, 470. an adverb, inwardly. 

To Won, P. L. vii. 457. to live, to dwell, to inhabit. 

To Worfe, P. L, vi, 440. to put to difad vantage. 

To Wrack, P. L. ii, 182. to rock, to ihakc." 

To Wrench, S, xxi. 4. to force, to wreft. 

To Writhe, todiftort, P. L. x. 569.J to twift with yiolcnce, P, U 
vi, 328. 

y 

Tchaped, P. xiii. 12, called, named, termed. 

Z 

Zenith, the point over head oppofite to the nadir* 
Zephyr, the weft wind, 

Ztdiac, a great circle of the fphere, containing the twelve figns* 
Zone, a girdle, P, L. v. 281.J a divifion of the earth, P, L* ii, 397.1 
circuit, circumference, P. L. y. 560, 
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Lately puhlijhed^ a new Edition^ 

In Three Volumes Quarto, on Royal Paper, (adorned 
with an elegant Set of Cuts defigned by Hayman^ 
and engraved by Grignion) of 

The Poetical Works of John Milton, 

with Notes of various Authors, 

By THOMAS NEWTON, D. D. 

Chaplain in ordinary to his Majefty and to her Royal 
Highnefs the Princcfs Dowager of Wales. 

N. B. The Third Volume, containing Parndifi Re- 
gain^ dy Sam/on Agonijiesy and Poems upon federal Oc- 
cafiofisy may be had I'eparate, to com pleat the Sets of 
thofe Gentlemen who fubfcribed for the ParadijlLoft. 

, Printed for J. and R, ^Tonson in the Strand, 

Where may be had. 

An Edition of the above Work, in four Volumes Svo. 
adorn'd with Cuts, 

Milton*s Faradife Loft and Regaht^dt in two Volumes 
8vo. large Paper. And Paradife Lofty in one Volume 
4to. Both printed by Mr. Bafier'villc at Birmingham. 

Doddh Familiar Explanation of the Poetical Works 
of Milton, 

Dr, 



Books printed for J. and R. Ton son* 

Dr. Heylyn^s Leftures at Weftminjlcr Ahleyy with an 
Interpretation of the New Teftament. To which are 
added, Forty Seleft Difcourfes upon the principal Points 
of Revealed Religion. 

Alfo, Dr. Newion^s DifTertations on the Prophecies 
which have remarkably been fulfilled, and at this Time 
are fulfilling in the World. In three Volumes 8vo, 

Likewife, Introdu^ory Leftures to the facred Books 
of the New Teftament, by y. Z>. Michttelis^ Profeffor in 
his Majefty's Univerfity of Gpttingen. 



